
1 
 
 

 

THE EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

JULY 2017 
 

ISSUE 162 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

An example of the excellent E-Team’s work – the area just down from the Dovecote by the 
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EDITORIAL 
 
I am disappointed to have to start this edition with the report of a burglary in the 
village I understand that it was an out-house containing garden equipment of 
considerable value. The current advice is to check your property carefully, lock 
away anything of value and install appropriate security devices, if not already 
fitted. Please keep a discreet watch on neighbours’ premises. If in doubt, contact 
the Police immediately. 
 On a personal note, I have never seen the village looking better – as I 
write, it’s sunny and visitors are picnicking on the grass by the dovecote. People 
love it.  This is mainly due to the E-Team, which, over some years now, has 
transformed the general impression given to residents and visitors alike. The 
improvements around the centre of the village are extraordinary and very 
impressive. Well done to you all! 
 Please remember that, if you need to contact me, my email address is: 
chrisbivand@gmail.com – not the old freeserve address, now defunct. 

  
After all this hot weather, it’s hard to 
imagine that around ten years ago this 
month, the village looked like this! It was 
all very exciting, with no serious house 
flooding, thankfully. 
 

Chris Bivand 
  

mailto:chrisbivand@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2017 
 

Thursday 20th July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27th July Share a Care, VH from 2.30pm, page 14 

Tuesday 15th August Walk to Pembridge, page 10 

Thursday 24th August Wedding Dress meeting, page 11 

Friday 25th August Final Village Show entries, page 20 

Sunday 27th August Duck Races, Arrow Bridge, 2.00pm, page 11 

Thursday 31st August ETA AGM, VH, 7.30pm, page 26 

Saturday 2nd September Village Show, VH, page 20 onwards 

Friday 8th September Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 22nd 
September 

Thursday 14th September* Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 21st October Eardisland Quality Craft Fair, page 19 

Thursday 26th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 3rd November Magazine Copy Date 
Probable distribution date, Friday 17th 
November 

Thursday 23rd November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
*Please note that this is a change of date, previously notified as 7th September. 
‘Share a Care’ is on the last Thursday of every month. 
 
CONNIE CORVIL 
 
Joe and Connie Carvil owned The White Swan in the 1970s, and Connie popped in 
to the village shop at the end of June. She wishes to be remembered to anyone 
who knew them. Sadly, Joe died (he’s buried in our churchyard) and Connie now 
lives in Newbridge-on-Wye. Thanks to Cherry, who was working in the shop at 
the time, for passing on this message. 
 
BENCH DONATION 
 
Ruth Miller, Eirian Jones and Mandy Ware have donated a bench for the 
Recreation Ground in memory of their beloved dogs that enjoyed the ‘Rec’ so 
much. You will notice a plaque on the bench in memory of Rumpole, Sweep and 
Marley. 
 If others, who have lost a loved dog, wish to have a small plaque added 
to the bench, please contact either Ruth (388454) or Eirian (388041). 
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Tribute to: Joyce Margaret Colquitt who recently passed away and whose funeral  
took place at Eardisland on 30th June 2017.  

Joyce was born on 8th June 1932. Her earliest memories were of her father Ernest. 
He would journey from Oldham to Rochdale with his horse to collect coal for his 
round. She remembered visiting her father in the infirmary. He had been gassed  
in the First World War, passing away in 1946. 

In 1936 her grandparents, Thomas and Nancy Owen, came on a coach trip 
to Eardisland as many do today. They saw a property TO LET being Homeleigh 
opposite the church and duly moved in. At the outbreak of the Second World War 
Joyce came to stay in Eardisland as a “pretend” evacuee occupying the spare room, 
this meant that they were excused from taking in real evacuees from Bootle.  
Joyce started at Eardisland school and later went to Leominster Grammar School. 
She kept in touch through school reunions and events they organised in more 
recent years. She passed her Civil Service exams but with ageing grandparents she 
chose to work in Hereford and Leominster for local firms. Her widowed mother, 
Annie, married Bob at the Methodist church in Eardisland in 1950. Joyce was 
always saddened by the state of the chapel now. 

It was through her brother Frank she met John, who lived at Pembridge 
Station and they would meet by walking or cycling down Broome Lane. With John’s 
promotion to Station Master at Pembridge, they married in Eardisland Church in 
February 1954. Early days in Station House were - no Electricity, no Gas, drinking 
water coming in churns from Leominster, but it did have an inside toilet! John 
oversaw the closing of the station and then moved to Stroud Gloucestershire. 
John’s work then took him to Paddington and in 1959 they purchased a home in 
Cookham, Berkshire. 

In 1973 Joyce lost her mother Annie and the following year her best friend 
Jean Davies nee Stead passed away and in November 1974 she lost John, who was 
only 46 years old.  

Joyce made very regular trips to Eardisland, usually by train, making 
FULL use of her free rail tickets courtesy of John’s employment. 

In 1976 the family purchased a caravan at Nunn House, Eardisland, and 
finally in 1988 she purchased one of the newly built Orchard Green properties. 
She was so pleased to finally have her own property in the village.  

She supported the Village Show and took great delight in the Open 
Gardens weekend. She was always seen walking a Golden Retriever dog across 
the fields.  

She remained at home until her final 2 weeks and passed away in 
hospital quietly, without fuss, on 17th June. 

She has been laid to rest in the churchyard, we are very thankful, she 
has come home and she is amongst friends. 

Gill Vaughan (daughter) 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE: 
 
1. At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May, Maryan Hanson was 

elected as Chair and Phil Milchard was elected Vice Chair. The following 

councillors/volunteer posts were agreed: Parish Magazine liaison – Cllr 

Milchard; Playground Inspection liaison – Cllr Thompson; Village Hall 

Management Committee liaison – Cllr Hanson; Planning Group – for 

responses to minor planning matters under Clerk’s Devolved Powers – 

Chairman (or in her absence Vice Chairman) and at least 2 other Cllrs; 

Financial Advisory Working Group – Cllrs Hanson, Milchard and Kirby; Parish 

Footpath Officers and Tree Warden – Sue Wallis and Jo Watson; Diana 

Palmer. 

2. By the end of the summer 9 new benches will have been donated and sited 

around the village. The parish council is very grateful to all the donors for 

their generosity and to the Eardisland in Bloom team for their hard work in 

siting and arranging the benches for the benefit of visitors and parishioners. 

3. As the issue of dog fouling is continuing, the parish council has resolved that 

in future all dogs must be kept on a lead on the Recreation Ground. Notices 

are being placed and the Herefordshire Council dog wardens will be informed, 

as new control orders are being brought in later in the year – See page 6 for 

more information on the new control orders. 

4. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or ring 07789 322771. 

5. Work on refurbishing the village hall toilets will take place later this year, as 

the parish council has been awarded a lottery grant for £10,000 and 

Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee has been awarded £6,500 as 

a grant from Severn Waste. An application has been made to the Rowntree 

Trust for the shortfall needed to complete the project, however if this is not 

forthcoming other avenues for funding will be considered. 

6. The period of Public Rights to inspect the parish council accounts for 2016-17 

finishes on 28 July. If you wish to see the accounts, please contact the Clerk 

urgently. 

7. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in May 

and June: P171560/K, Orchard Cottage, Eardisland HR6 9BJ – Topping row of 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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evergreen trees down to 6m height – Resolved to support and Noted that 

works can proceed; P171615/K, Bridge House, Eardisland, HR6 9BT – Fell Yew 

tree – Resolved to support, comment that offer of replacement tree 

appreciated; Noted  P170597/FH, Arrow Lea, Eardisland, HR6 9BU – Proposed 

garage with loft for craft workshop or home office ancillary to dwelling house 

and associated driveway – Approved with conditions; Noted P171193/K, 

White Swan, Eardisland, HR6 9BD – Propose to demolish/cut down trees 

numbered 1322, 1323 and 1097 – Works can proceed; P170921/FH, Arrow 

Lea, Eardisland, HR6 9BU – Proposed rear extension to form utility room – 

Resolved to support as application conforms to policy E1 of Eardisland NDP; 

P172046/F, Land east of Shobdon Poultry Farm, Shobdon Airfield, Shobdon, 

HR6 9NR – Erection of knowledge transfer and training centre, two poultry 

units, six feed bins and associated development on land at Shobdon Airfield – 

Resolved to defer until site visit and extra meeting on 14 July; Noted 

P171090/FH and P171092/L, Arrow Lawn, Broome Lane, Eardisland, HR6 9BS 

– Proposed erection of a garden shed – Approved with conditions; Noted 

P170956/FH, Homeleigh, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed alterations and 

extensions – Refused. 

8. The September Parish Council Meeting has been changed to 14 September. 

The planned parish council meetings for the rest of 2017 are as follows:  14 

September, 26 October and 23 November.  

THE FOLLOWING NOTICE HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY THE PARISH COUNCIL WHICH 
GIVES DETAILS ABOUT THE PROPOSED NEW DOG CONTROL ORDERS. 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
Notice is hereby given that Herefordshire Council (“the council”) proposes to 
make a Public Space Protection Order (“PSPO”) under section 59 of the Anti-
Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (“the Act”) for the control of dogs 
in its area. On 20th October 2014, the power to make dog control orders was 
repealed by the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.  Section 59 of 
the Act provides local authorities with powers to make Public Space Protection 
Orders.  These orders intend to address activities carried out in the public spaces 
that have a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality. 
The Council takes the health and well-being of the residents very seriously and 
seeks to promote a healthy, safe environment for all residents, protecting them 
from anti-social behaviour in the form of dog control issues. 
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1. The proposed PSPO will be entitled The Herefordshire Council (Dog Control) 

Public Spaces Protection Order and it is intended that it will come into force 

on or before 20th October 2017. 

2. The PSPO will replace the four existing Dog Control Orders which were 

previously made by the council under the provisions of the Clean 

Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 and which will cease to have 

effect as from 20th October 2017 in accordance with the provisions of section 

75(3) of the 2014 Act (or such earlier date, if the said Orders are revoked by 

the Council), namely: 

a) The Fouling of Land By Dogs (Herefordshire Council) Order 2010; 

b) The Dogs On Leads (Herefordshire Council) Order 2010; and 

c) The Dogs on Leads By Direction (Herefordshire Council) Order 2010; 

d) The Dogs Exclusion (Herefordshire Council) Order 2010; 

3. The proposed PSPO will have substantially the same effect as the existing Dog 

Control Orders, these effects being; 

a) The Fouling of Land by Dogs 

It will be an offence for any person in charge of a dog, which defecates on land 
specified within the Order, to fail to remove the faeces forthwith, unless he can 
show a reasonable excuse for failing to do so or the owner/occupier of the land 
has consented to his failing to do so. 
 
b) The Dogs on Leads 

To make it an offence for any person in charge of a dog to fail to keep that dog 
on a lead at all times on any land which is: 
(i) Used as a memorial, burial ground, cemetery or garden of remembrance. 

c) Dogs on Lead by Direction 

To make it an offence for any person in charge of a dog to fail to put and keep 
that dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer or agent of the 
Council or by a police officer in respect of any land which is open to the air and to 
which public are entitled or permitted to have access. 
Any such direction may only be given if restraint of the dog is necessary to 
prevent a nuisance or behaviour by the dog likely to cause annoyance or 
disturbance to any other person on any land to which the PSPO applies or the 
worrying of any animal or bird. 
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d) The Dogs Exclusion 

It will be an offence for any person in charge of a dog to take the dog onto or 
permit the dog to enter or remain on land within a dog exclusion zone unless he 
can show a reasonable excuse for doing so or the owner/occupier of the land has 
consented to his doing so. 
 
Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) 
The PSPO will create a greater level of consistency across the county.  All 
offences can be dealt with by issuing a fixed penalty notice (FPN) of £100 payable 
within 21 days with a reduction to £50 if paid within 10 working days.  The 
maximum fine on summary conviction is level 3 on the standard scale; currently 
£1000. 
 
FOOTPATH UPDATE 
 
First of all - a big thank you to Eardisland Community Shop for its donation of an 
attractive wooden kissing gate to be used on ED7, the path to Pembridge. It will 
replace a stile which has been difficult  to negotiate . A parish councillor has 
kindly offered to install the gate and we are looking forward to the improvement 
it will make to this Public Right of Way.  

Some concerns have been expressed about the narrowness of ED7 as it 
passes through a rape field, and also about an unstable stile a little further on 
towards Pembridge. The landowner has been consulted and is in the process of 
rectifying these problems to make the path more accessible.  

Several  complaints have been received about the stile where ED 2 joins 
ED3 after Patslie Coppice on the walk towards Burton Court. The land has fallen 
away and the stile is now too high and awkward for all but the most able 
amongst us to negotiate. One local family intended to do a circular walk past the 
oak to Burton Lane but had to turn back because of this stile. The landowner has 
been notified.  

We were alarmed to receive a report that a local resident took his dog 
on ED 7 (Pembridge path) and lost control of it so that it chased a lamb into the 
roadside field. This could, of course, have resulted in a serious accident if the 
lamb had been panicked onto the road. One of the FPOs was also told of an 
incident a couple of weeks previously when local dogs chased some sheep. We 
would encourage all residents to set an example and keep their dogs on leads 
when there are sheep  in any of the fields crossed by the public footpaths. Signs 
will be put up to remind everyone of this and perhaps we could all be vigilant 
where this is concerned. It is not only distressing for the sheep but landowners 
have the right to shoot dogs which worry livestock.  
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While on the subject of dogs, as Footpath Officers we are concerned 
that some walkers, including local residents, are not collecting their dog waste 
and removing it from the site. As well as dog mess we often see black bags 
thrown into hedges. All such rubbish should, of course, be taken home and 
disposed of in a Council black bin. Please help us all to respect the walks and 
public spaces in our lovely village.  

We'd like to draw attention to the advert we have put in the magazine 
announcing a village walk to Pembridge and back on Thursday 15th August, 
meeting in the car park opposite the shop at 2.00pm. We would like as many 
people as possible to join us. Apologies to people at work but we decided to go 
for a daytime walk during school holidays. We aim to arrange others at varying 
times so no one is excluded. 

If anyone experiences any difficulties in accessing the paths please will 
they let us know. We do not have the time to walk the paths as regularly as we 
would like and so we need walkers to keep us informed.  
 

From Jo and Sue. Tel 01544388066. Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk  
 
 

 

 
ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 

 
ANNUAL EARDISLAND COFFEE MORNING 

 
THURSDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 

10.00AM – 12.30PM 
 

In the garden and garden room of Kathleen’s and Barry’s Tea Room 
 

Ample on-site parking 
 

Organised by Eardisland Hospice Friends Group 
 

Stalls  Hospice Christmas cards and gifts  Raffle 
 

We look forward to welcoming all regulars and new friends 
 

 

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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VILLAGE HALL PROGRESS REPORT 
 
It's exciting to have so many positives to write about this month. Firstly, working 
with the Parish Council, we have been successful in obtaining generous grants 
from both the Severn Waste Environmental Fund and from Awards for All,  
totalling £16,500, to help with renovating the toilet block.  We have one more 
application in the pipeline which we hope will provide the balance needed, so we 
are all holding our breath at the moment!  Secondly the Open Doors session on 
17 June produced lots of genuinely useful comments and suggestions which 
Carole Millin is in the process of analysing.  We will feed back on that when we 
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have had time to absorb it properly, but in the meantime many, many thanks to 
those who helped set up the day, to those who attended and made suggestions, 
and particularly to Wendy Cross for providing so many cakes!  As well as being a 
productive event, it was a really fun social get-together and it was encouraging to 
see and meet some new faces.  For anyone who couldn't get there, we are still 
happy to have your comments – see Carole's contact details below. 
 
Friends of the Village Hall - one of the things we asked for on the day was offers 
of time – ie would you be willing to commit to a number of hours in a year 
(anything from one per year to one per week) to help in some form?  We had 
some generous pledges on the day, and would love to have some more.  There is 
no obligation – we are looking for a pool of people we can call on when 
volunteers are needed, and you can choose whether or not you would be willing 
to help with any activity – it might be weeding round the hall, helping with 
decorating, picking up cleaning materials, volunteering at an event – lots of 
possibilities.  If this might be you, please send your contact details to Carole Millin 
(carolemillin@btinternet.com). 
 
A Date for your Diary – Sunday August 27th (Bank Holiday) will see the Duck 
Races return to the Arrow.  The first race will be at 2pm – for further details see 
posters around the village nearer the time.  Last year's race was great fun, let's 
try to cap it this year! 

 
 
AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEDDING DRESS DISPLAY 
 
To the ladies who have kindly offered their dresses could you please meet me in 
the Church on Thursday 24th August at 5pm to talk about the display. Hopefully, I 
will have enough mannequins to do the display. I would still like to hear from 
anyone who might be able to loan extra dummies, mannequins etc. Also, I would 
like photos of your special day. I look forward to meeting you all and having a 
lovey stroll down memory lane. Phone me anytime on 01544 388317 or email 
diancope@gmail.com 

Love Dian  
 

  

mailto:carolemillin@btinternet.com
mailto:diancope@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

 The bank holiday weekend, May 26th to May 29th, 
marked the 10th anniversary of the official signing 
of the Twinning between Eardisland and La Vieille 
Lyre in Normandy, links having started at the time 
of the Norman Conquest.  

We were very pleased to welcome a 
group from La Vieille Lyre to be part of the 
commemorations open to our whole community. 
We shared a memorable occasion in the village 
hall on Saturday morning attended by the Vice 
Lord-Lieutenant, Christopher James, representing 
the Queen; the High Sheriff of Herefordshire, the 
Reverend Lady Jane Lisvane; and the Mayor of 
Leominster, all accompanied by their spouses. All 

spoke for a short time and explained their roles a little, the Sheriff and Mayor 
explaining the historical origins of their ceremonial dress. Bill Wiggin, invited 
before the election was announced, as he had joined our first occasion 10 years 
ago as MP, talked of our shared agricultural products. We then heard from the 
honorary life-time mayor of La Vieille Lyre, a post which has considerably more 
responsibility attached than our equivalents here, Michel Dessarthe, a man who 
gave 19 years of service to his home village. His words had been translated and 
were read in English. It was a very moving text, not only showing enormous 
warmth for us all but, happening within the same week as the Manchester 
suicide bombing, expressing solidarity for all who had suffered as a result. A 
commemorative certificate was then signed by Ruth Brinton-Bivand and Francis 
Percepied, the two Chairs here and in France, which will hang in the committee 
room in our village hall and in the Mairie in La Vieille Lyre. After delightful songs 
from children from Kingsland Church of England Primary School, in English and in 
French, so well led by their Headteacher Angela Daniel, teas and coffees were 
then shared by the large audience representing so many here who give 
generously to our societies and organisations in Eardisland. 

Later that day Hugh Vernon and Graham Madeley explained a project to 
remember those who lost their lives in the First World War in our two 
communities. A plaque will be unveiled next year to mark the end of that terrible 
war. 

The French then enjoyed watching a display of bell-ringing in the church 
on Saturday afternoon and Saturday evening was time for entertainment and a 
shared meal, again open to all. We were very well entertained by local, 
Leominster born and bred singer Keri Hoffman, whose repertoire is extensive, 
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opera to pop. She was an excellent leader and singing and dancing followed 
easily.  

Sunday, after a combined family and communion service, offered 
beautiful weather, fortunately, and a pig-roast was enjoyed on the recreation 
ground, by many from the village and Arrow Bank Country Holiday Park. 
Leominster Morris Men danced for us and some brave souls joined in and 
learned a stick dance. Great fun. Our Bowling Club was open to all and 
comparisons made between Crown Green Bowling and the French Boules. A 
friendly international match took place. 

The hosts and guests were also appreciative of kind and generous 
invitations from Arrow Mill, Burton Court and Hinton Manor where we enjoyed 
local perry and cider, apple juice, a sherry and Eardisland wine. 

An enormous amount of work goes into organising any such event but, 
as always, much help was generously offered to enable the whole weekend to 
run smoothly. I would however particularly like to thank Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
who worked tirelessly both on this occasion and 10 years ago as founding and 
current Chair of the Eardisland Twinning Association. 

And so we look to the future: the next visit will involve children from the 
village, who attend Kingsland Primary School, visiting La Vieille Lyre in the 
autumn, to attend the primary school in the mornings and the region in the 
afternoons. Long may such close, caring and positive connections between our 
communities continue. 

Elaine Harper 
Deputy Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 

 
TWINNING ASSOCIATION BRIEF FINANCIAL NOTES 
 
A detailed financial report will be presented to the AGM on 31st August. All 
Twinning Association activities are self-financing. The recent very successful 
weekend described above was preceded by a number of fund-raising events 
enthusiastically attended by local residents and friendly people from Arrow Bank 
Country Holiday Park.  This enabled us to approach detailed planning for the 
weekend secure in the knowledge that we had an adequate budget. To this, 
however, must be added the outstanding generosity of a large number of people 
who provided food, fine wine and gave generously of their time.  The public 
events were designed specifically to involve as many people as possible and this 
worked: the twinning weekend became a true community event. 

It is worth noting that the vouchers for the pig roast and the hiring of 
the village hall for the weekend represented a considerable recycling of cash 
value back into the community. 
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Financially we can now move on to planning a financial contribution to 
the visit for a party of children to visit Lyre in November: a mind-expanding 
experience that will stay with them all their lives. 

Barry Freeman, Treasurer for ETA 
 

MORTIMER PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 

The Kingsland practice now has an electronic information screen which will give 
up-to-date information on current health and well-being issues plus extras, such 
as GP surgeries running late, flu vaccination sessions etc. It has the facility for 
other information to be added as required. Feedback from patients would be 
welcome. 

Dr Dales is now on three months’ sabbatical. Dr Andrea Williams is 
covering his sessions. Charlotte Goodwin has been appointed as the new Practice 
nurse to replace Jan Smith. As Charlotte is new to this role Jan is staying on to 
help with her training.  

Herefordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) are keen that the 
Practice promotes the Department of Health's new initiative for patients that 
have access to the Internet to register to use online GP services. The system 
allows patients to view parts of their medical history, blood results, immunisation 
history as well as ordering repeat prescriptions, booking and cancelling GP 
appointments. More services will be available in the future. To use this system 
patients will need a password, so If anyone is interested please contact the 
Kingsland surgery. The Practice population increased by 88 in May - a sharp rise 
as normally it is usually 50 a year. 

The next PPG meeting is Tuesday 19th September. If anyone has any 
issues or concerns they wish me to raise please contact me. 

Diane Lee 
 01544 387685 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARE A CARE 
 

Fancy a cup of free tea or coffee and cake! 
 

Then why not join us on the last Thursday in each month 
 

 in the village hall from 2.30pm 
 

Everyone is welcome! 
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EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS      
 
For those who came along to our Open Day on 3rd June, 
many thanks; for all those who pledged their support, 
many thanks indeed!  If you were unable to come, and would still like to find out 
about the project, we shall be at the Herefordshire Country Fair on Sunday 6th 
August, in Hereford. 
 We on the organising team will now press ahead throughout the 
summer and autumn to establish the Memorial Walks.  Thirteen routes through 
paths and lanes have been identified, covering a variety of distances. Each will be 
distinguished by Eardisland Memorial Walks’ waymarks, displaying the name of 
the soldier to whom the Walk is dedicated.  A companion guide will include a 
map, route details and as much information about the soldier as we can gather.  
Subject to agreements with landowners, the project will install new high-quality 
gates, using locally sourced oak, enabling less-abled parishioners and visitors to 
enjoy better access to the countryside.   

Meanwhile, temporary guides are being produced and made available at 
the village shop, both tearooms and other locations yet to be arranged.  The idea 
is for walkers to follow green/white and yellow Public Footpath signs as usual, 
and to use the temporary guide for directions.  The project implores walkers to 
obey the countryside code and show respect for those owning or farming the 
property through which the footpaths run.  Dogs’ mess is a problem landowners 
complain about: as it causes serious health risks for children, perhaps path users 
should complain about it too! 

Especially beneficial for parishioners familiar with walks around 
Eardisland and adjoining parishes, information about conditions on paths will 
help volunteers to identify where action is required to repair damage or ensure 
safe passage; for instance, where stiles are unserviceable or the pathway is less 
than one metre wide. Please get in touch with the project with any relevant 
information or ideas at EardislandMemorialWalks@gmail.com pending our 
website being available. 

The project will be complete in time for Remembrance Day in 2018.  
Until then, there will be lots of opportunities to participate.  Volunteers are 
always welcome.  Manual work is good for you, research work is fascinating, 
path-walking keeps you fit and for those who can, exploring woods and meadows 
further afield makes for a great day out! Above all, being collectively involved in 
remembering those young men from our village who gave their lives so that we 
today can take so much for granted, is surely reward in itself.   

 
Hugh Vernon 

  

mailto:EardislandMemorialWalks@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 
 
Eardisland W.I. in May enjoyed a pleasant evening listening to Lisa Fisher from 
"House of Colour". She explained and demonstrated how we could look younger 
and more glamorous by wearing the right colours, styles and accessories. (So, 
watch out and take note and learn from all the recently upcycled W.I. Ladies!)  
 In June, we had a most enjoyable outing to our friends Jim & Brenda 
Collins at Windsor Cottage and garden in Dilwyn. (This is in the "Yellow Book"). 
The garden was spectacular and with many plants and trees which we were ably 
informed of their names on inquiry. After a leisurely tour of the gardens we 
partook of refreshments inside the cottage and Brenda did us proud with her 
range of home baked goodies! Also in June, eight of us rallied forth to Pembridge 
village hall to join our friends from the Marches Group for a "Pudding and 
Pimms" evening. After gorging on the delights, we were entertained by KADOS 
(Kington & District Operatic Society) who rendered a varied programme of songs 
from the shows which ended with the Abba hit "Super Trouper". There was much 
foot tapping and clapping and we were sent home tired, but on a high! 
 On 10th July, our speaker is "Just Rachel Deserts" so we will soon be in 
need of more fitness regimes to get in trim again! (to be reported in the next 
issue) August we have a break and meet once again on 11th September and our 
speaker will be, hopefully, Darjeeling Dave (he had to cancel last year) and no he 
will not be speaking on tea but WINE! So, if you are in need of a tipple or just 
some pleasant company come along on the night and you will be made most 
welcome. 

Mavis Tantrum (Secretary) 01544 387972 
email: dougtantrum@hotmail.com  

 
OPEN GARDENS’  WEEK-END  10TH -  11TH   JUNE  2017 
 
On the 10th and 11th June eight village gardens opened to the public to raise 
money for our Church. Many of you will know that we need to raise over £18,000 
each year just to keep the church open and functioning -  it’s a tall 
order!  However, we were so lucky because the eight garden owners, together 
with the team of volunteers who provided refreshments in the Village Hall, sold 
admission and raffle tickets, put up the signs and much more, were fantastic. The 
weather was in the end kind, and garden enthusiasts turned out in good numbers 
to enjoy this annual event. 

Our very grateful thanks go to the garden owners and to all of the 
villagers, and friends from the caravan park who enabled the event to take place, 
and along with the support of the visitors made the two days a resounding 
success, raising in the region of £2,000.                 PCC 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 

 

 
Sunday 16th July  

9.30 am Holy Communion 
 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 23rd July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 6th August 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion 
Service for Lammas 

Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 13th August 

10.30 am Benefice Taizé Communion 
Service  

Eardisland (NB. The only 
service in Eardisland 
during August) 

 

Sunday 20th August 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 27th August 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion Aymestry 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 3rd September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 10th September 

11 am Joint Service with Kingsland 
Church for Education Sunday 
with Kingsland School 

Kingsland 

 

Sunday 17th September  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

I have looked afresh at a passage that many of you 
choose when you come to church for weddings or 
for family funerals, that of 1 Corinthians Chapter 13, 
St Paul’s moment of clarity concerning love. The 
passage starts with talking about all the things that 
are important ingredients in our lives – knowledge, 
education and eloquent speaking, faith and spiritual 
prowess, possessions and wealth. There may be 
other things we think important, but often we see 
one of these three categories as more important 
that the others in our lives. St Paul says – NONE of 
these is worth anything without LOVE. It is not what 

we have but how we use it, and that includes faith. Faith without love is nothing 
worth! 

Then St Paul goes on to say what love is. He also goes on to say what 
love is not, but if you leave that aside you are left with: Love is patient and kind, 
love rejoices in the truth, love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things, love never ends. It seems to me that to love one 
another we have to be kind to each other, and look forward with hope, we have 
to not give up, ever, but keep battling away. What do you think?  

Kingsland School is the catchment school for your children. It is an 
outstanding school with an outstanding headteacher – Mrs Daniel. I rate her 
highly because she has delivered a top-notch education for your children over 
the last 11 ½ years with love. She has shown love both to the children and to 
their families and has equipped them to show love to others, to look out for the 
outcast and the stranger, to forgive and to be forgiven. She has also equipped the 
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school to do that for themselves and l believe that after she has gone on to her 
new challenge as headteacher at a school in Wolverhampton, Kingsland School 
will continue to deliver an outstanding education with love. 

A recent meeting with the school, the council, the diocese and anyone 
who wanted to come, made public the fact that Kingsland School Building is in 
the top 5 of the council’s list of county schools needing a new building. There will 
be much consultation to follow, and heart searching about where the money to 
pay for a new building will come from (council, diocese, sale of existing building, 
other sources?), and where it will sit and so in coming months as you hear about 
possibilities I ask that you will enter into the process with support and 
encouragement as you are able. Mrs Wendy Priday is chairman of the governors 
and has served the governing body for many, many years as Eardisland Church’s 
foundation governor. Eardisland Church provides governance, as does Kingsland 
Church alongside the usual mix of council, parent, teacher and local governors. 
Mrs Daniel is leaving Kingsland School this Summer and we wish her every 
blessing in her new challenge. Mr Stewart Debenham will be leading the school 
as acting Headteacher from September and we wish him courage and humour as 
he takes on the challenges that lie ahead. 

We enter our Summer Safari of services in August and I hope that you 
will travel round the parishes and enjoy the hospitality they offer. Taize comes to 
Eardisland again!  Come and support the Wedding Dress August Bank Holiday 
event in Eardisland Church – an opportunity to look back and remember happy 
days and maybe plan for the future!! Hope to see you on the journey. 

Love, 
Julie 

EARDISLAND CRAFT FAIR 
 
A reminder that this event takes place on Saturday 21st October, from 10am – 
4.30pm, both inside the church and in marquees in the church grounds.  We have 
booked extra space to allow for more stalls and at the time of writing these 
notes, have 36 bookings, with a huge range of crafts on offer. There is still a little 
room in the marquees should you be interested but please be quick! 
The fair will work broadly along the same lines as last year, starting with a ‘Big 
Breakfast’ in the village hall, where hot drinks and cake will be available 
throughout the day. Plans also include barbecued food at lunchtime. 
No event can work without a great deal of help and this one is no exception, so 
can we please appeal for volunteers, particularly on the day. Roles to be filled 
include ticket sales, raffle ticket sales, car parking stewards and help in the village 
hall with catering. All positioned will be rotated, so even if you can only spare an 
hour please let us know. 

Phil Milchard (388097)  Richard Kirby (388810) 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2017     ENTRY FORM 
 

Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter. 
Each entry costs 40p for adults, children free in Children Section 
Please complete and return this entry form with the fees in a sealed envelope 
marked ‘SHOW’ to either of the Eardisland addresses below by Friday 25th 
August. 
 
Joanne South, Tividale, Church Road  01544 387 698                      
The Community Shop 
 
COOKERY  A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 
WINE   B6 B7 B8  
FLORAL ART  C9 C10   
HANDICRAFT  D11 D12 D13  
HORTICULTURE E14     E15     E16     E17     E18      E19    E20     E21     

E22 
PHOTOGRAPHY  F23 F24 F25 
ART   G26 G27 G28 
JUST FOR A LAUGH H29 H30 H31 H32 H33  
CHILDREN J34    J35     J36     J37    J38    J39    J40     

J41 J42 J43 J44 J45 
 
FULL NAME............................................................................... 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER ............................................................. 
 
AGE IF 15YRS AND UNDER..................................................... 
 
Exhibits must be your own work. Judges’ decisions are final 
 
Entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 2nd Sept. between 9a.m. 
and 10.30 a.m. 
Judging will take place during the morning and the hall will be open to the public 
from 2.00 pm.  Prize giving and raffle draw will take place at 4.pm.  Prize money 
will be paid out after the announcements. 
Any prize money not collected by 5.00p.m. will be returned to Show Funds 
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The Village Hall 
 

Saturday 2nd September 
2017 

 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 
 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 
 

  £1 admission charge for adults 
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 Children free 
 
Section  A   COOKERY 
 
1 A ginger cake (recipe on page 25) 
2 A jar of homemade jam or marmalade 
3 A jar of homemade chutney 
4 Flapjacks 
5 A wholemeal loaf 
 
Section  B    WINE 
 
6 Sloe gin 
7 A flavoured spirit 
8 A non-alcoholic drink 
 
Section C  FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
 
9 A table decoration for a country wedding (max 45cm x 45cm)  
10 A hand-tied display of natural foliage in a jug 
 
Section D  CRAFT 
 
11 A bird (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, paper) 
12 A greetings card 
13 A scarf (any material) 
 
Section E    HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
14          A yellow rose (Megan Lloyd trophy) 
15 Roses (3 flowers) 
16 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 
17 Garden flowers (3 stems, different flowers) 
 
  



23 
 
 

HORTICULTURE - Division 2 
 
18 3 cooking apples 
19 ‘Allotment in a wheelbarrow’ (any size) (flowers, fruit or vegetable) 
20 A display of garden vegetables (any size) 
21 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 
22 ‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce) 
 
Section F   PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular 
Please put your name and the class number on the back 
 
23 Spring in Eardisland 
24 All creatures great and small 
25 A black and white photograph 
 
Section G    ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are acceptable 
 
26 An apple miniature (any medium, max 8cm x 8cm) 
27 An Eardisland scene 
28 Weather (any medium) 
 
Section H     JUST FOR A LAUGH… (entries free and open to all ages) 
 
29 Longest runner bean 
30 Vegetable animal 
31 Limerick beginning, “Whilst shopping in Eardisland one day…” 
32 Tallest sunflower – aged 16 and over 
33 Tallest sunflower- under 16s 
 
(Tallest sunflower classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seeds and details 
of how to enter will be in the Village Shop). 
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Section I       CHILDREN 
 
Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges. 
 
Children under 5 
 
34 A bunting triangle 
35  A clay decoration 
36 A greetings card 
37 Decorate a biscuit 
 
Children 5-10  
 
38 A bunting triangle 
39  A clay decoration 
40 A greetings card 
41 A cupcake 
 
Children 11-15 
 
42 A bunting triangle 
43  A clay decoration 
44 A greetings card 
45 A sausage roll 
 
 

See Entry Form on page 20 for details of how to enter 
 

Entry Forms available from the Village Shop, Parish Magazine (page 20) 
or Parish Website from July 
 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge 
in the Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section. 
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Recipe for Ginger Cake 

 
Ingredients 

 

 60g butter, cubed 

125g golden syrup 

100g plain flour 

25g self-raising flour 

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

1 heaped tsp ground ginger 

1/2 tsp mixed spice 

100g caster sugar 

a pinch of salt 

125ml milk 

1 egg, beaten 

 
Method 

 

Preheat the oven to 170°C/gas mark 3. Thoroughly grease a 23 x 12cm loaf tin 

and line the base with baking paper. Put the butter and golden syrup in a small 

saucepan. Melt, stirring occasionally, over a low heat, then remove from the heat. 

 

Sift both flours, the soda and the spices into a mixing bowl. Stir in the sugar and 

salt, then add the milk and egg, and mix until smooth. Gradually add the melted-

butter mixture, stirring until well incorporated. 

 

Pour the batter into the loaf tin and bake for 50-55 minutes, or until risen and firm 

to the touch. A skewer inserted into the middle of the cake should come out clean. 

Allow the cake to cool in the tin for 5 minutes before turning out on to a wire rack 

to cool.  

 

 
Syrup: Make a syrup by placing 125g sugar, 125ml water and 1 tbsp very finely 

grated ginger in a small saucepan. Bring it to the boil and simmer for 5 minutes. 

Spoon a little syrup over the hot cake and leave to cool. 
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Recipe for Ginger Cake 

 
Ingredients 

 60g butter, cubed 

125g golden syrup 

100g plain flour 

25g self-raising flour 

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

1 heaped tsp ground ginger 

1/2 tsp mixed spice 

100g caster sugar 

a pinch of salt 

125ml milk 

1 egg, beaten 

 

Method 

Preheat the oven to 170°C/gas mark 3. Thoroughly grease a 23 x 12cm loaf tin 

and line the base with baking paper. Put the butter and golden syrup in a small 

saucepan. Melt, stirring occasionally, over a low heat, then remove from the heat. 

 

Sift both flours, the soda and the spices into a mixing bowl. Stir in the sugar and 

salt, then add the milk and egg, and mix until smooth. Gradually add the melted-

butter mixture, stirring until well incorporated. 

 

Pour the batter into the loaf tin and bake for 50-55 minutes, or until risen and firm 

to the touch. A skewer inserted into the middle of the cake should come out clean. 

Allow the cake to cool in the tin for 5 minutes before turning out on to a wire rack 

to cool.  

 

 
Syrup: Make a syrup by placing 125g sugar, 125ml water and 1 tbsp very finely 

grated ginger in a small saucepan. Bring it to the boil and simmer for 5 minutes. 

Spoon a little syrup over the hot cake and leave to cool. 
 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
 

EARDISLAND TWINNING  
ASSOCIATION 

 

 

 

Thursday 31st August 2017 

 
 

Eardisland Village Hall  
 

7.30pm 
 

Agenda 
 

    REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
   
    PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

It has certainly been a busy couple of months for 
the E Team with patio bases being constructed to 
site new benches; summer bedding planted; new 
planters sited; continuing the Manor House wall 
border; and extra watering during the hot spell in 
mid-June. Just as well we had a couple of new 
volunteers who joined the team, so welcome on- 
board Reg Curtis and Ronnie Steed - thanks for all 
your help. 

Earlier this year we appealed through the 
parish council for replacement benches, as those in 

place at the time were old and becoming unsafe. The response has been great 
and a total of 9 new, or nearly new, benches have been promised, so a big thank 
you to all those sponsors. The old benches, if serviceable, will be repaired and 
moved to the recreation ground where seating is still lacking.  

We are delighted that the planting around the village has drawn such a 
positive response but this is only made possible by your continuing support for In 
Bloom activities, including the annual plant sale which raised in excess of £400 
last year, plus some work by the Team of course! 

We are looking at enabling easier, including disabled, access to the 
grassed area behind the dovecote, which would mean changes to the currently 
stoned area with planter by the slope. Hopefully, and following consultations 
with other parties, this will be in place by late summer or early autumn.  
Looking forward we have the Craft Fair on 21st October, a joint event with 
Eardisland PCC, so please note the date! 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 
MUSIC, MINDFULNESS AND MOOD 
 
It's well known that music can have a dramatic effect on mood, which is why it's 
used in movie sound tracks to build emotion, in supermarket 'muzak' to influence 
buying habits, and even in the gym to stimulate performance. 

But music can also be useful in reducing everyday stress – and as such, 
it's a tool that's readily accessible to everyone. 

In an enlightening look at ways of using music as therapy, the Marches 
Counselling Service is staging a Saturday morning workshop at Leominster 
Community Centre on Saturday 16th September. 
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No musical expertise is required to attend, and there's no fixed cost for 
entry, but any donations will support the work of MCS, the local BACP - 
accredited service that makes available a range of therapies to those in distress. 

The event, Music, Mindfulness and Mood, runs from 10.15am – 12.15 
pm, with a break for refreshments. 

To book a place, please call the office on 01432 279906 or 07527 579488 
– or just turn up on the day! 
 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 
       My last contribution to these pages finished with brief mention of William 
Kinnersley’s abode, The Lynche. 
       The Lynche, present day Lynch Court, first arises in my records in 1612 when 
an Indenture made…the eight Daie of July in the Tenth Years of the reigne of our 
soveraigne lord James by the grace of god king of England Fraunce and Ireland… 
[viz. 8th July 1612]  witnessed that in consideration of the payment of four 
hundred and fifty pounds various lands were granted by…….John Whittington of 
Notgrove in the Countie of Gloucester esquires   to   Richard Kinnersley of 
Earsland in the Countie of Heref gent     Within the description of the various 
lands covered by this Indenture is:  All that pasture with the appurtenances 
commonly called the Lynche conteyninge by estimacion twentie acres be it more 
or lesse… 
       Various references then intervene, but not until the Hearth Tax of 1665 is 
there any suggestion of a building at the Lynch: at Michaelmas 1665 William 
Kinnersley was assessed to pay on 2 Hearths. The record does not include the 
location of the hearths, but in the light of later records it is unlikely that they 
were not at the Lynch. 
       Later still, in his Will dated 14th August 1679, Probate granted 23rd October 
1682, the point is put beyond doubt. He describes himself as William Kinnersley 
of the Lynche in the parish of Eardsland. 
       And so, by 1680, there was a dwelling at what much later became known as 
Lynch Court. 
       This change of name of the property could not have been before late March 
1802 since before then the lordship of Eardisland and the right to hold manorial 
courts had been in the possession of the Marquess of Bath (Longleat) and his 
predecessors,  back to late Elizabethan times. 
       Before March 1802 the Kinnersley family were still resident and in ownership 
of the Lynch.  
       But to return to 1680. 
       In compiling this attempt to depict life in this parish in 1680 I have used all 
my references dating to that year itself, but only two of the six 1679 references. 
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1679 because when a topic or person or building mentioned before 1680 can be 
shown to have existed after that date, then, even if not still surviving today, its, 
her, or his existence in 1680 itself can be taken as certain. 
       And so to my third 1679 reference.  
       It arises in the Parish Register where the burial of John Croft of Burton is 
recorded dated November 6th 1679. The words of Burton should not be taken to 
imply that he was lord of the manor of Burton. Members of the Brewster family 
had held that position since the start of April 1662. They continued there until 
the early years of the nineteenth century. John Croft himself was dead in 1680, 
but his widow, Elionora, was then still alive. She was buried here on 7th April 
1683. 
       My fourth 1679 reference is from Hereford Diocesan records held at HARC 
where it is archived as HD3/5/8: 
       An Inventory of the Goods of Tho. Trumper of Eardisland in ye 
       County of Hereford lately deceased (burd?) ye 4th day of 
       December Ano Dom, 1679 
                      Hhs wearing Apparrels                     --------5-------0 
                  one Bed tick 3 sheets & 2 coverlets   --------iv-------0 
                     Brass &pewter                                     -------iv-------0 
             a Gill  A pair of Andirons @ Cobberts 
             with a Gridiron                                            --------2-------6 
             an Axe                                                           --------0------4 
 
                               William Houldeor, John Parlor (apprisors of the aforesaid goods) 
 
       An assessment of the man represented by these possessions would take a 
high level of scholarship to put forward. A level well beyond my expertise. 
       Three further family names arise, all of which will have been very familiar to 
people living here in 1679, and indeed for many generations previous to then. 
       I have a reference to the Holder/Houlder family being here in 1369, the 
Trumper family in 1469, Parlor/Parlar,1598. 
       After 1679 the Holder family next appear in my records in 1698, the Trumper 
family in 1704, the Parlor family in 1712. There is no doubt therefore that they 
were all here in 1680. 
       A detailed, but broad minded analysis of all references which I have to these 
families, from the earliest quoted dates until about a generation ( say 30 years or 
so) after 1680, may broaden our understanding of Eardisland (parish) in 1680. 
This will, however, have to wait until a future issue of this magazine. 
 

George Alderson  
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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THE STORY OF A REMARKABLE FAMILY FROM LOWER BURTON 
 
     One of the fascinating outcomes of the work of Hugh Vernon and Graham 
Madeley in organising the walks to commemorate the men named on the war 
memorial who died during the First World War is the unexpected information 
which is being uncovered. For example, one of the men named is John Herbert 
Davies who was a member of the Canadian Infantry. One may wonder how it was 
that a man from Eardisland fought with this Canadian regiment. Not only that, 
but John Davies had ten siblings, 5 brothers and 5 sisters. He was born in 1890 
and lived in Lower Burton farm. He was killed in June 1916 and his body never 
found. Another question arises, what happened to the members of this family 
who were struck by two other tragedies. John’s mother, Margaretta died shortly 
after childbirth in 1909 at the age of 44 and his father, Thomas, died in 1915 at 
the age of 50. The wider story of the Davies family that is unfolding is a 
fascinating one. 
     Two years ago, a photo appeared in the Hereford Times of the entire family 
sitting outside Lower Burton Farm in about 1910. It had been sent in by Mrs 
Barbara Davies of Cradley asking for any information about one member in 
particular, Alfred Davies born in 1891 who had fought in the First WW and 
survived. He was her husband’s great uncle. This photograph naturally became a 
subject of great interest, in providing an image of John Davies killed in 1916 but it 
also raised queries about the other members shown. What happened to them? 
     I am once again indebted for much of the information that follows to an email 
correspondent, Mike Walsh. He is researching his family history, mainly in 
Dilwyn, but in doing so has uncovered some fascinating material about 
Eardisland, as outlined in a previous article for the parish magazine (No. 161 May 
2017). 
     The story of the Davies family is particularly interesting because it contains 
three members who were caught up in the First WW, two of whom survived and 
several who emigrated to Canada, USA and Australia. The family consisted of Mr 
Thomas Davies (b.1865) his wife Margaretta (b 1865) and their children. He had 
been born in 1865 in Radnorshire. He married Margaretta Goodwin there in 
1889. In 1890 Thomas and Margaretta took over Lower Burton Farm where their 
children were born. 
 

Children Date of birth 
(+ or – 1yr) 

JOHN 1890 

ALFRED 1891 

IRENE 1892? 
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ARTHUR 1893 

CARL 1894 

DAISY 1896 

STANLEY 1898 

MARGARETTA 1901 

KEN 1903 

VERA 1905 

TREVOR 1907 

 
After his wife’s death, in 1909, Thomas married Alfreda Goodwin (probably her 
sister) in 1910. They had a boy named Wilfred Sidney, who was born in June 
1911. Nothing further is known about him.  Thomas sadly died in 1915 leaving 
Alfreda to raise this large family single handed.   When he died probate to Alfreda 
Davies, his widow, produced substantial effects of £1200. 1shilling and 10 pence.  
However, it would seem likely that if he was a tenant farmer of Burton Court, the 
Clowes family would require the family to leave soon after the death of Thomas 
in order to get in another farmer to work the lands associated with the farm. This 
man was Herbert Phillips, whose family remained there until the death of his son 
John Phillips in the mid-1990s. The census of 1911 shows the Davies family then 
consisted of Thomas and his new wife Alfreda and the children Arthur, Carl, 
Stanley Ken; Daisy; Margaretta and Vera. Wilfred must have been born after the 
census was taken in that year. Presumably John, Alfred and Irene had left home 
by this time. It is not clear why Trevor does not appear who was then aged about 
3 or 4 years.  
     However, the tragic events which the family suffered between 1909 with the 
death of their mother and that of father six years later, and which must have 
meant their leaving Lower Burton farm, does not seem to have adversely 
affected the subsequent fortunes of the family. 
     From records provided by Mike Walsh it is apparent that some members 
responded to the opportunities provided by Canada for emigration to that 
developing country. There were several waves of such entry from the end of the 
19th century. (The 1867 Constitution Act officially proclaimed Canadian 
Constitution on 1st July 1867, from which time waves of emigration to the 
country began). The third wave (1911-13) saw 400,000 people arrive from 
Europe. Canada attracted families and those from UK were given priority. 
Farmers were encouraged in particular and given large tracts of land in the 
prairies. It seems likely that it was this opportunity which encouraged John 
Davies to emigrate there at this time as a young man in his early 20s. He joined 
the Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment) B company 10th Battalion  at Moose 
Jaw, Saskatchewan on 18th December 1914 and soon found himself transported 
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back to Europe. He died on June 14th 1916 aged 26 during the defence of Ypres; 
his body was never recovered but he is commemorated on the Menin Gate 
memorial (reference Panel 24-28-30) and on our village War Memorial. 
     His brother Carl, who was born in 1894, also emigrated to Canada and also 
joined the Canadian Infantry at Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan on 7th April 1916 two 
months before John was killed. He seemed to avoid injury and on being de-
mobbed he was awarded a ‘Soldier Grant’ of 160 acres of land from the Canadian 
Government. He subsequently died on 21st March 1961 in British Columbia aged 
66 and is buried in Victoria, Vancouver Island.  
     Their brother Stanley, born in 1898, emigrated to USA and became an 
American citizen in December 1929 and married  Anna Drevniak. They had one 
son and one daughter. No doubt there were similar opportunities for emigration 
to USA at the time. But meanwhile, he had an extraordinary wartime record. He 
joined the 12th Battalion Manchester Regiment and in the course of fierce action 
he won the Military medal. The citation said “Private Stanley Hubert Davies 12th 
has been awarded the Military medal for the following act. During the attack 
on the morning of 18.9.18 on Lowland Trench, South Gouzzaucourt, Private 
Davies showed absolute disregard to personal danger. On his platoon reaching 
the final objective a bombing party was immediately organised to bomb the 
enemy out of some machine gun positions from which the left flank of the 
company was being harassed. The enemy retreated from two of his positions 
but a third gun held out. Private Davies jumped upon the parapet, shot the 
foremost gunners and rushed the gun and being mainly responsible for its 
capture. He then walked along the trench bombing the enemy and was 
instrumental in the killing and capturing of many of them.” It is signed by the  
Brigadier General of  52nd Infantry Brigade. Stanley died in 1955 in Maywood, 
Illinois, USA at the age of 57. 
     Two other brothers also left Herefordshire for Canada (or possibly USA). 
Kenneth, who was born in 1903, emigrated in his teens but died when the ship 
bringing him back to Liverpool was torpedoed at the beginning of the Second 
World War. The youngest brother Trevor, who was born in 1907, lived in British 
Columbia. He died there in 1988. 
     Their sister Margaretta who was born in 1901 also emigrated to Canada, 
where she settled, taking up golf in her later life, and reputedly became a good 
player. She had two children. 
     Daisy, born 1896 is thought to have emigrated to Darwin in Australia, where 
she married and had a son named Douglas. In the same way, it is believed that 
Irene also settled in the Darwin area of Australia, where she married and had a 
son, Paul. 
     It is known that the other sister, Vera, who was born in 1905, married Donald 
Luke Somerville-Cocks in July 1954 in the Register Office, in Chelsea. At that time 
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the couple lived in Argyll Mansions, in Chelsea. They had no children, but had 
property in Brighton and Hove. Vera died in Morocco. 
     The remaining two brothers Alfred and Arthur remained in Herefordshire. 
Arthur, who was born in 1892, married Ellen Griffiths in 1915, in Dilwyn. He died 
in December 4, 1971, in Hereford, at the age of 78.  
     Alfred was a survivor of the 1st WW and was the longest surviving member of 
the family. He died aged 97 at Burton Lodge, Whitecross, Hereford in 1988. Mrs 
Barbara Davies noted that although Alfred was known to have been born 
prematurely and only 5ft tall, he had been a strong, brave young man. As a prize-
fighter he once went up against Jimmy Wilde, then World Flyweight Champion, in 
an exhibition bout. Furthermore, during the First War Alfred flew with the Royal 
Flying Corps - as a fledgling aerial photographer behind enemy lines, and was 
shot down three times. He returned to Herefordshire after the war. He didn’t 
marry but became a farmer at Tudorville farm, Ross on Wye where he was also a 
magistrate. He was remembered as a kind-hearted man who would often bail out 
youngsters who came before his Bench by finding them work on his farm. 
     The story of the Davies family of Lower Burton farm is clearly a remarkable 
and unusual one. Eleven children born after 1890 and orphaned by the time of 
the First World War in which one was killed and two survived, having played 
dramatic roles. Their story provides an optimistic view of what can be achieved in 
the face of great hardships. It is good to know that the memory of John, killed at 
Ypres, in 1916, and perhaps that of his wider family, will be recalled by the walk 
around the lanes that he and his brothers and sisters would have known so well 
as growing children, which Hugh and Graham are organising through their 
important project.   

Paul Selfe 
 

Publications and DVDs produced by Eardisland History & Heritage Group 
 

 Title Content Price 

Book Eardisland: an oral 
history (1995) 

A social history of Eardisland based 
on interviews with longstanding 
members of the community. 

£5 

Book Eardisland: 
Portrait of a Parish 
(2006) 

A pictorial record of most of the 
properties in parish with a short 
history of each, where this has been 
uncovered.  

£5 

Book A Case Study of 
Burton Court 
(2006)  

A record of an archaeological 
investigation based at Burton Court 
revealing its Norman connections 

£5 
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with chapters on the history of the 
parish. 

Booklet Eardisland: a Year 
Book 

An Anniversary booklet containing 
one historic village photograph for 
each month of the year. 

£1 

DVD Enchanted 
Eardisland (1999). 
30mins 

Eight lost customs and traditions 
specific to Eardisland are re-enacted. 

£5 

DVD Hidden Eardisland 
(2002). 30mins 

A group of local children undertake 
investigations into the history of 
their community under the guidance 
of the village history group whose 
work forms the basis of the projects. 

£5 

DVD Eardisland: 
Portrait of a Parish 
(2006). 50mins 

Stories and memories of life in 
Eardisland are recalled through 
interviews with local people and 
historians. Details of some of the 
oldest buildings in the parish are 
revealed. 

£5 

 
 
You will see from the table above that the first publication noted was in 1995, 
some 22 years ago. Of course, there was much interest in the history and 
archaeology of the parish well before that date. Luckily, various disparate people 
and groups have coalesced over time to form the current Eardisland History and 
Heritage Group. The work that has been undertaken has been extensive, and a 
task without end. The items listed above represent the public face of all this 
effort, but very much more has happened and meticulously recorded for future 
generations. There has also been TV coverage. 
 People new to the village, or longer established residents, may well be 
interested in purchasing items from the list above. To do so, please contact: 
  
 Paul Selfe:    01544 388571 
 

email: paul.selfe@btinternet.com  
 Editor 

 
 
 
 

mailto:paul.selfe@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 

The weather in May saw the first signs of summer with 
temperatures recorded to 31 degrees, a thunderstorm on 
Thursday the 11th gave us 13mm (0 .5 inches of rain) 
the total rainfall for the month was 57mm (2.24 
inches), but 22 days were recorded with no rain and the 
river level remained at 6 inches. Barometer readings were 
29.06 to 29.8. 

 The weather in June saw a wet and windy start with a total rainfall of 51 
mm (2 inches) recorded for the month, 20 days were recorded with no 
rain, again temperatures rose to 32 degrees for four days, before dropping back 
to an average of 22 degrees. Barometer readings were 29.1 to 29.8 with the river 
at a low of 4 inches. 
 The equivalent rain fall for May 2016 was 56 mm (2.2 inches) and June 
90 mm (3.5 inches).  

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House. 
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