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The Cross Inn with a new hat being fitted, so not as cross as it was. This is an 

C18th building and was once a dwelling house. In a Directory of 1902 it states that 

the property was owned by Benjamin Goodenough who provided “good 

accommodation for anglers with one and a half miles of private trout and 

grayling stream. Stabling, Arnold Perret’s Gold medal Ales and Stouts, the City 

Brewery, Hereford.” (Source: ’Eardisland: An Oral History’, see page 30) 

Photo: Chris Bivand, Thursday 5th July 2018 
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EDITORIAL 
 
My thanks go to Ben Woodcock for editing the previous two editions of the 
magazine and to all of you for your good wishes for my recovery following the 
bowel surgery I underwent. I am happy to say that I have now regained full 
health and am very grateful to the excellent NHS staff for saving my life. It’s so 
easy to take this invaluable service for granted 
 On a more sombre note, I am saddened to record the deaths of Robert 
Simpson, Derek Watkins and Michael Boulton. Robert’s obituary is on page 4 and 
I’m grateful to Paul Selfe for writing this at very short notice. Derek Watkins was 
a well-known figure around Eardisland and, later in life, worked as a gardener at 
both Arrow Bank and Arrow Lawn. Derek moved from the village to the Alms 
Houses in Pembridge. He died at the age of 89 in Hereford County Hospital at the 
end of June. I am hoping to publish an obituary for Michael in the next edition.  
 On a happier theme, I am pleased to report that my next-door 
neighbour, Jerry Blyth, was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s birthday honours list. 
It is recorded as “Jeremy David Blyth, Senior UK Accreditor Galileo Programme 
and Chair, European Galileo Security Board. For services to UK and EU Security.” 

I am also pleased to tell you that Sue Prewer is now Sue Anderson – 
congratulations to Mike and Sue on their wedding. 

Finally, the weather has been truly wonderful over the last few weeks at 
the time of writing, reminding me of the summer of 1976, when I was tied to my 
typewriter trying to complete my MA dissertation – as soon as I finished, it 
started to rain. Will it be the same this year? 
 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Thursday 19th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 20th July Magazine probable distribution date 

Saturday 21st July Fun Rounders, page 12 

Saturday 21st July Bells Open Day, page 16 

Saturday 21st July Aymestry Parish Fete 

Monday/Tuesday 23/24 July Till Training, Shop, page 11 

Saturday 18th August Kingsland Parish Fete 

Sunday 26th August Duck Races, page 13 

25th – 27th August Summer Open Gardens 

Saturday 1st September Eardisland Village Show, page 21 

Thursday 6th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 7th September Magazine Copy Date 

Monday 10th September WI Talk, VH, page 12 

Thursday 13th September Twinning AGM, VH, 7:30pm, page 10 

Saturday 15th September Hospice Friends Tea Party, VH, 2.30pm, p.12 

Saturday 13th October Craft Fair, page 27 

Friday 21st September Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 25th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 26th October Ceilidh, page 13 

Friday 2nd November Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 9th November WW1 Supper Event 

Friday 16th November Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Regularly: 
 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
Please note that the magazine is normally distributed around two weeks after 
the copy date, if all goes smoothly. It may be the case that the time scale is 
longer than this. If you wish to advertise an event, please bear in mind that it is 
generally better to advertise well in advance and put a brief reminder nearer the 
date. 

 
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland 

Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk   

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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LT. COMMANDER. ROBERT SIMPSON RN. (RTD). 1923-2018: AN APPRECIATION 
 

     It was with sadness 
that I heard of the 
death of Commander 
Robert Simpson, at 
the age of 95 on 4th 
July. He had lived in 
Burton Court since 
1959. In an interview 
with him in 1994 
Robert described how 
he came to view the 
property and made a 
quick decision to 

purchase it, never regretting that he did so, despite the work entailed to restore 
it. Helen recalls that when he took it on it was virtually derelict; he worked hard 
on the restoration and Helen introduced a Costume Exhibition. Now it is famed 
as a venue for weddings and conferences. For many years after his arrival he ran 
a successful fruit farm in the grounds.  
     Robert joined the navy on the outbreak of war and in 1942 served on the 
newly built training ship HMS Whimbrel in Liverpool, which is believed to be the 
only surviving Royal Navy convoy escort to see action during the Second World 
War. It was always his hope that the ship will return to UK in due course having 
been sold to the Egyptian government in 1949.  Robert was present (with many 
other ships) when Japan signed the Peace Treaty and documents of surrender in 
1945. His own war diaries will be published shortly in an important naval history.  
         He was born in 1923 in Watford, but with strong Scottish family roots, such 
that in any rugby international he always favoured Scotland over any opponent. 
Indeed, he was an accomplished dancer of Scottish reels, which he continued to 
enjoy in a Social Club in Leominster into his 80s. He was well known as the life 
and soul of celebrations on Burns Night; as a reader of the poems and dancer he 
was always in great demand. He had also been a keen sportsman, playing both 
hockey and cricket. 
     Robert had many good friends in the parish during the 60 years he lived here, 
but outlived them all. He had a lovely sense of humour and was a good 
raconteur. In the interview in 1994 he recalled the day of the auction of the 
contents of Burton Court in 1950. This followed the death of Mrs Edith Clowes 
whose family had lived there since 1862. (He described the 1950s as a period  
“between post wartime austerity and the cult of the antique”). He was surprised 
to discover that many of the lots were not making much money until one item 
attracted attention.  Geoffrey Bright (of Russell Baldwin and Bright) was 
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responsible for the sale and the BBC made a recording, entitled “A Country 
Auction”. Robert recalled that as it began someone arrived in a shining Bentley 
and sat quietly through the proceedings until the moment came for the auction 
of Colonel Clowes’ Cavalry Silver Soupspoon. Robert explained that this was a 
soup spoon which had half a lid over it and a slit through which the soup could be 
supped. The design was effective in keeping the soup from spraying the Colonel’s 
moustache. Suddenly, the man in the Bentley got involved in the bidding which 
spiralled up until it reached £80 (considered an enormous sum of money at the 
time, now the equivalent of about £2,700). He collected the spoon after his 
successful final bid and immediately drove off at high speed. Robert said “I’ve 
often wondered who he was and what happened to the spoon...” He suggested 
that all might be revealed in the BBC recording if it could ever be found. Ten 
years later Robert was able to purchase Burton Court and was pleased to find 
that some of the original furniture remained together with a wonderful archive 
of photographs. 
     In recent times, even in his early 90s, Robert was encouraging of the 
archaeological excavations carried out by the local history and heritage group in 
Burton Court and he frequently visited the team at work. He was always 
interested in the project and keen to find out what had been discovered, as far as 
the history of the house and grounds was concerned. In meetings he was keen to 
discuss the projects being undertaken and was still able to recite, on request, the 
names of all the Kings and Queens of England since 1066, something none of 
those present could match. 
     Robert retained a deep and strong association with the Church in Eardisland 
where he served for many years as Church Warden, until recent times when his 
health no longer enabled him to maintain his visits and the work entailed.  In 
earlier years he was a great supporter of village activities and encouraged Helen’s 
projects as an author as well as her charitable work, when she held social events 
in the Great Hall to raise funds for the various charities she supports. Most 
recently there was a large gathering there to celebrate his 95th birthday in March. 
As a member of the Eardisland cricket club in the early 1960s he would surely 
have been pleased to achieve this total. 
     Robert will be greatly missed by his family and long-standing friends but also 
by those who enjoyed his company in more recent years when he always had a 
benign smile when reminiscing about his time in Burton Court and the people 
and events he had witnessed.  
     He is survived by Helen, his wife of over 47 years, his sons Henry and Edward 
and their wives and 4 grandchildren. 
 

Paul Selfe 
  



6 
 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE: 
 
1. At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on 23 May, Cllr Maryan Hanson 

was elected Chair and Cllr Phil Milchard was elected Vice Chair. Reg Curtis 

was co-opted as the new Councillor. Councillors and volunteers for Working 

Groups and liaison responsibilities were agreed as follows: Parish Magazine 

Liaison – Cllr Milchard; Playground Inspection Liaison – Cllr Albright; Village 

Hall Management Committee Liaison – Cllr Hanson; Planning Group for 

responses on minor planning matters under Clerk’s delegated powers – Chair 

or Vice Chair & at least 2 other Councillors; Financial Advisory Working Group 

– Cllrs Hanson, Milchard, Kirby & Curtis; General data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) Working Group – Cllrs Hanson, Kirby and Connop; Parish Footpath 

Officers – Sue Wallis & Jo Watson; Tree Warden – Diana Palmer. 

2. The combined PC and community group set up to complete the Feasibility 

Study concerning the future of the village hall has now started work. The first 

tasks of the group are to establish with the Village Hall Committee and 

appropriate experts exactly what is needed to make the existing village hall 

sound and fit for the current use and to consider future needs, which might 

include the requirement for an enlarged facility. To move forward we need to 

obtain the views of the planning department to confirm if they would agree 

to the hall being extended or demolished and rebuilt slightly bigger. At this 

stage in the process there is no agreed plan and there will be a full 

consultation process involving all interested parishioners, once the various 

options and related costs for the hall have been established by the parish 

council. 

3. In line with the GDPR, the PC is splitting the council part of the community 

website to a separate site and the Councillors and Clerk will have new email 

addresses. The new PC website will go live in September, please check the 

community website for more details later in July.  

4. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you’d like to be alerted to 

new events in the parish and new items on the website (eg. PC agendas and 

minutes), please sign-up on the home page and be aware that you are giving 

consent for your data to be held. If you want to get your event highlighted on 

the website, please email the Clerk on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or ring 

07789 322771. 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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5. The Period of Public Rights to inspect the parish council accounts for 2017-18 

finished on 20 July. A summary of the accounts for 2017-18 is given on page 

8. VAT is paid by the council and then reclaimed and included in the receipts 

for the following financial year. A summary of the 2018-19 accounts for the 

first quarter (April-June) is given on page 9. 

6. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in May 

and June: P181229/F, Little Orchard Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9AS – Proposed 

extensions to 3 existing buildings – Resolved to support and comment: 

conforms to Eardisland NDP policy E9 but care must be taken not to affect 

amenity of nearby occupiers and passing drivers from smoke from the site. 

Combustible materials should be controlled. In addition, condition needed 

that extended and current buildings conform to policy E6, Dark Skies, and 

reduce light pollution from the site – Noted approved with conditions. 

P181244/F, The Granary, Lynch Court, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – Proposed 

erection of new dwelling – Resolved to support and comment: conforms to 

Eardisland NDP policy E1 - conversion of existing building - and policy E9. 

P180370/F, Wisteria Cottage, Broome Lane, Eardisland – Proposed change of 

use of an existing mobile home for holiday let accommodation – Approved 

with conditions.  P181117/F, Folley Farm, Broome Lane, Eardisland, HR6 9BS 

– Proposed steel framed side extension to existing building for the use of 

storage – Withdrawn. P181361/K, The Bungalow, Eardisland, HR69BN – 

Proposed works to Ash tree (T1) – fell because of excessive shading and it is 

progressively leaning towards parking area – Works allowed. 

7. The planned parish council meetings for 2018 are as follows:  19 July, 6 

September, 25 October, 22 November. Extra meetings will be held if required 

to meet deadlines for response to planning applications.  

8. All meetings, both planed and extra, are advertised on the parish notice 
boards and the website. Planned meetings also appear in the Village Diary in 
the Eardisland Parish Magazine. Meetings are open to the public and a short 
time is allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from 
parishioners, in line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
Alison Sutton  

 07789 322771 
eardislandclerk@gmail.com  

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS 2017-18 
 2016-17 

Actual 
2017-18 
Budget 

2017-18 
Actual 

 
Receipts 

£24,508.00 
£3,909.75 
£1,104.00 

£0.00 
£900.00 

£7.26 
£650.00 

 
 

£7,056.53 
£490.00 

£25,408.00 
£917.00 
£400.00 
£130.00 

 
£8.00 

 
£9,200.00 

 
 

£369.38 
£10,000.00 

£25,408.00 
£633.96 
£616.00 
£130.00 

 
£7.26 

 
£9,200.00 
£1,569.82 

 
£369.38 

£10,000.00 

Precept (Council tax) 
Lengthsman & P3 from Herefordshire Council 
Parish magazine & other advertising 
Bowling Club rent 
Sponsorship for website 
Wayleaves (rent paid for electricity post) 
Defibrillator (defib) funds 
Heritage Lottery grant for Eardisland (EMW) 
Refund of VAT paid in 2016-17 
Donations for Dovecote turfing 
Donations for new path 
Lottery grant for Eardisland Village Hall (EVH) work 

£39,525.54 £46,432.38 £47,934.42  

 
£300.00 

£0.00 
£6.76 

£820.82 
£1,776.88 
£1,332.49 
£4,493.50 

£789.95 
£3,523.82 

£50.60 
£190.00 

£3,850.96 
£692.15 
£790.06 

£0.00 
£1,054.64 

£265.91 
£372.43 
£880.00 

£0.00 
£1,569.82 

£507.00 
£1,135.00 

 
 

 
£300.00 

£50.00 
£9.00 

£1,000.00 
£2,500.00 
£1,700.00 
£4,958.00 
£1,000.00 
£4,000.00 

£500.00 
£250.00 

£3,620.00 
£1,000.00 

£550.00 
£400.00 
£100.00 

 
 

£1,000.00 
£500.00 

 
£2,426.00 

 
£369.38 

£1,000.00 
£9,200.00 

£10,000.00 

 
£200.00 

£20.00 
£6.97 

£775.61 
£130.00 
£781.31 

£2,134.75 
£934.80 

£3,240.23 
£58.60 

£220.00 
£3,761.48 

£565.36 
£463.15 

£60.00 
£62.98 

 
 

£1,005.00 
£0.00 

£4,147.83 
£2,355.57 

 
£369.38 

£0.00 
£5,607.52 

£10,000.00 

Payments  
Audit 
Car park 
Drainage rates 
Parish expenses – postage, stationery, sundries 
S137 – grants & donations 
Insurance 
Lengthsman & P3 
Parish magazine 
Maintenance – mowing, EVH, bus shelter SIDs etc 
Play area 
Room hire for PC meetings 
Salary & PAYE 
Clerk’s expenses – mileage, parking, SLCC 
Subscriptions – HALC, ICO, Community 1st, HTWN 
Training 
Website 
NDP (exc salary) 
NDP salary (exc PAYE) 
Burial ground mowing 
Election 
VAT 
Contingency 
Projects – defib, Dovecote turfing 
Projects – new path 
Planning contingency 
Eardisland Memorial Walks (EMW) 
Village hall refurbishment & repair 

 £46,432.38 £36,900.54  
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P3 – Footpaths; SLCC – Society of Local Council Clerks; HALC – Herefordshire Association of Local 
Councils; ICO – Information Commissioners Office; HTWN – Herefordshire Tree Warden Network; 
NDP – Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 
EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS 

April- June 2018-19 
2018-19 

Budget at  
2018-19 

Actual 
 

Receipts 

£25,408.00 
£395.00 
£400.00 
£130.00 

£7.00 
£3,606.73 

 
£17,462.00 

£12,704.00 
£0.00 

£65.00 
£0.00 
£0.00 

£3,606.73 
£4,147.83 

£0.00 

Precept (Council tax) 
P3 from Herefordshire Council 
Parish magazine & other advertising 
Bowling Club rent 
Wayleaves (rent paid for electricity post) 
Heritage Lottery grant for Eardisland (EMW) 
Refund of VAT paid in 2016-17 
Community Housing Fund grant  

£47,408.73 £20,523.56  

 
£300.00 

£10.00 
£9.00 

£900.00 
£1,500.00 
£1,000.00 
£4,814.00 

£900.00 
£4,000.00 

£500.00 
£250.00 

£4,500.00 
£600.00 
£550.00 
£100.00 
£100.00 

£1,000.00 
£500.00 

 
£1,000.00 

£600.00 
£3,606.73.00 

£2,207.00 
£17,462.00 

£800.00 

 
£0.00 

£10.00 
£7.38 

£195.28 
£72 

£868.85 
£971.75 
£159.20 

£1,038.48 
£0.00 

£70.00 
£1,509.08 

£105.90 
£35.00 

£0.00 
£62.98 

£0.00 
£0.00 

£639.90 
£169.14 

£0.00 
£2,205.69 

£0.00 
£0.00 

£137.47 

Payments  
Audit 
Car park 
Drainage rates 
Parish expenses – postage, stationery, sundries 
S137 – grants & donations 
Insurance 
Lengthsman & P3 
Parish magazine 
Maintenance – mowing, EVH, bus shelter SIDs etc 
Play area 
Room hire for PC meetings 
Salary & PAYE 
Clerk’s expenses – mileage, parking, SLCC 
Subscriptions – HALC, ICO, Community 1st, HTWN 
Training 
Website 
Burial ground mowing 
Election 
VAT 
Contingency 
Planning contingency 
Eardisland Memorial Walks (EMW) 
Village hall refurbishment & repair 
Community Housing Fund grant 
GDPR 

£47,408.73 £8,192.12  
GDPR – General Data Protection Regulation 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

EARDISLAND TWINNING  
ASSOCIATION 

 

Thursday 13th September 2018 

 
 

Eardisland Village Hall  
 

7.30pm 
 

 
 

 

Agenda: 
 

• REVIEW OF THE YEAR 
• PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 
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 U  

 
 
 

 
Would you like to help keep our community shop ticking 
over? Not sure if you could cope with the till? No 
problem! Come along, ‘play shops’ and have a go on the 
till with no customers. No commitment, just come and 
see how easy it is! 
 
Don’t fancy serving in the shop but would love to help out 
behind the scenes? There are plenty of things that you 
can do, from ordering fresh bread daily from the comfort 
of your own home to placing orders with suppliers as 
stocks run low.  
 

 

Till training 
 

Monday 23rd July and Tuesday 24th July from 4pm 
 

Pop along…. you’ll wish you’d tried it sooner! 
 

Contact eardislandshop@gmail.com  or ask in the shop 
for further details 

 
 
  

mailto:eardislandshop@gmail.com
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
Nothing new to report but a reminder of our afternoon tea party to be held in 
the village hall on Saturday 15th September, which will be from 2.30pm to 5.0pm 
and NOT starting at 2.0pm as previously stated. 

We are extremely grateful for the offers of help we have had already but 
always welcome more, and, of course, we hope many of you will join us for tea 
and in so doing support St Michael's Hospice. 

Dorothy Brown 
 01544 388389   

EARDISLAND W.I.  
 
In May fifteen of us travelled to Westonbury Mill and Water Gardens at 
Pembridge. We strolled leisurely around the gardens and had a photo call by the 
African hut. The weather was brilliant and afterwards we enjoyed refreshments 
out in the sunshine and sang happy birthday to one of our members. 
 On 11th June Rebecca Edmonds, who is a Clinical Hypnotherapist, gave 
us an interesting talk on her subject, 'The Power of the Mind'. She pointed out 
the need for REM (Rapid Eye Movement). She related the need for positive 
thinking as in the case of Eddie the Eagle Edwards who against the odds achieved 
his goal! After the talk we had a 15-minute lesson in relaxation and all felt very 
chilled out!  
 On 9th July we are spending the evening at the garden of Ruth and 
James Miller and enjoying a quiz too as well as refreshments. On 10th September 
at 7p.m. we will enjoy a talk by David Barrie titled 'By Steam to Shangri-La' and 
visitors including train enthusiasts are most welcome at a nominal fee. 
 New members and visitors are always welcome. 

Mavis Tantrum (Secretary) 
 01544 387972 

 

 

Eardisland Fun Rounders - Saturday 21st July, 2.30pm. 
Under 16s must be accompanied. Please join us for some 

fun on the Recreation Ground- all welcome! 
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WHAT'S ON AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

By the time you read this we should be well underway with the redecoration of 
the big room in the Hall, so many thanks from the Committee to all those valiant 
few who have turned up to help, contributed materials, cakes etc!  By the end of 
the month we hope to have finished painting and have the new curtains and 
blinds in place (grateful thanks to the Prince's Group of Charities for part funding 
this), which will make the hall a brighter and hopefully warmer space as well as 
making it possible to shield users from the afternoon sun.  If you don't get there 
beforehand, the 3-day Open Gardens event over the Bank Holiday weekend will 
be the ideal opportunity to admire the new décor! 

Our new committee members are full of exciting ideas for a programme 
of events for the next 6 months, but they can't do it alone, so please get in touch 
if you can help. 
 
Saturday 21st July 2.30 pm - Rounders on the Recreation Ground (see p.12 for 
details) 
Sunday 26th August - Duck Races on the millstream from 2pm – volunteers 
needed to help with setting up and stewarding (see above for details) 
Saturday 1st September - Village Show (see p.21 for details) 
Friday 26th October - Ceilidh with the Village Band 
December - Carols by the River/Christmas Bingo/New Year’s Eve party – more 
details to come later in the year. 
 
Crafty Socialites will resume in the Autumn. (No meeting in July or August).  
 

 
DUCK RACES 

Please join us at the bridge on Sunday 26th August for our annual 
Eardisland duck race! 

 
Eardisland's now renowned Duck Races return to the Millstream. This 
is a great afternoon out for all the family and this year will be on one of 

the Open Garden days, so there will be plenty of things to see and do 
around the village. The first race will be at 2pm – for further details see 

posters around the village nearer the time. 
 

Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 
Visit to La Vieille Lyre: Saturday May 26th to Tuesday May 29th 2018 
 

 
 
Our biennial visit to La Vieille Lyre was again a huge success, with nine (self-
funded) travellers taking part, including, to our delight, three new Eardisland 
residents. We were made so welcome by our host families and strong friendships 
were made and renewed. Great fun was had, with wonderful small group and full 
group meals, local outings and a superb full day visit in glorious sunshine to the 
château at Vandeuvre (www.vendeuvre.com). A fantastic weekend which will 
leave many happy memories. 
 
Annual General Meeting: Thursday September 13th 2018 
The 2018 AGM has been scheduled for 13th September at 7.30pm in Eardisland 
Village Hall (please see page 10). At the 2017 AGM, the Constitution was revised. 
Membership of the Association is now open to all Eardisland residents (including 
those on Arrow Bank Holiday Park) and to interested parties in neighbouring 
towns and villages, to attend any meetings and organised events. There is no 
subscription fee. So… we look forward to seeing you there! 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 

ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com 
 07773 706147, 01544 388375 

http://www.vendeuvre.com/
mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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GEORGE ROBERTS’ WALK 

On Tuesday 5th June 
nearly 30 people met at 
the carpark to walk the 
George Roberts’ path, 
through the meadow to 
Burton Lane and on to the 
new gate opposite Home 
Farm, recently installed by 
Eardisland Memorial 
Walks. Here we were 
joined by more people as 
the new gate was officially 
opened by a relative of 
George Roberts. We were 

accompanied by a BBC cameraman and a presenter and highlights of the walk 
were shown later that evening on BBC Midlands Today.  

Some walkers returned along ED3 and ED2 to the Village Hall where tea 
and scones were served by EMW, while others, including the BBC crew, 
continued the walk across Home Farm and on to the Round House, (ED1B) 
returning along the lanes to Burton Lane and on to join the Village Hall party. The 
BBC interviewed several walkers back at the Village Hall.  It was a very moving 
event, given that members of George Roberts’ family were present, and 
everyone seemed to enjoy it and appreciate the excellent work carried out by the 
EMW team, including the delicious scones!  
 Prior to the walk a few queries were raised about the path. In response 
to these, one local farmer made sure that the path passing the Eardisland oak 
was suitably wide enough to allow comfortable walking, and another landowner 
kindly arranged for some frisky horses to be moved as their lively interest in 
walkers was rather intimidating. We would like to thank these landowners very 
much indeed for their cooperation.  
       As the walk crossed farmland where there were cows with calves, all 
participants with dogs were informed at the start of the walk of the possible 
danger and all of them sensibly chose an alternative route!  

A special thanks to EMW who made this particular walk a highlight and 
have improved the access and aesthetics of our local paths so much. Also, thanks 
to Mandy Vernon and her team who provided us with such marvellous service in 
the Village Hall. The Hall looked lovely and, particularly given the presence of the 
BBC, this was a wonderful advertisement for the village.  

From Jo and Sue 
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CHURCH MATTERS 

 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 
 
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
 

 

Sunday 22nd July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 29th July 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 5th August 

10.30 am  Group Service 
 Holy Communion  

Aymestrey 

 

Sunday 12th August 

10.30 am Group Service 
Taizé Holy Communion 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 19th August 

10.30 am Group Service 
Lammas  

Leinthall Earles 
 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

Thank you to the community for organising 
and supporting the amazing fundraiser in the 
Church at the end of June! It raised more 
than £7000 towards the project for new 
facilities for the Church. Special thanks to 
David and Sue Wallis, Margaret and Phil 
Milchard who masterminded and David who 
went around persuading local businesses to 
offer vouchers, to you all and to your team 
THANK YOU very much.  The fund is 
beginning to accumulate now, and there are 
many hoops and grants to be applied for 
before we finally see action, but we are on 
the way and will continue to move forward. 
 

My eldest son serves as a bandsman in the RAF, and this year as the RAF 
celebrates 100 years there are many parades and as this magazine goes to print 
there will be a fly past of 100 planes over London, the biggest ever fly past and 
requiring both Heathrow and Gatwick to cease activity for 20 minutes as the 
planes assemble. 2018 also marks the centenary of the ending of the 1st World 
War and you may have heard one of the bells tolling at various times. It is our 

Sunday 26th August 

10.30 am Group Service 
Holy Communion 

Kingsland 
 

 

Sunday 2nd September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 9th September  

9.30 am Morning Prayer with Prayers 
for Healing 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 16th September 

10.30 am 
 

Education Sunday with Open 
the Book 

Kingsland 

 

Please note times and places of services during August 

   



19 
 

new tower captain Geoff Cowling ringing on the date that those on our war 
memorial died, and ringing the bell the number of years they lived. Poignant and 
in the midst of our every-day lives it is right that we remember those who gave 
their lives for our peace. 

I have been looking at truthfulness with the children at school over this 
last half term and there are many stories in the Old Testament where less than 
the whole truth led initially to disaster. The children have just performed Joseph 
and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat at school (an amazing production, I’m 
told. Ed.), and the 11 brothers lying to their father and saying that Joseph was 
dead, when they had just sold him into slavery. At the end there is forgiveness 
and reconciliation and the whole family is reunited many years later. We have 
looked at times when it is hard to tell the truth, when you think you are going to 
get into trouble, when you are frightened, although when things went wrong at 
home, and the initial reaction was – it wasn’t me…. I think somehow it is a part of 
human nature!! Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life” and I think what 
strikes me most about the accounts of him in the Bible is that he didn’t lie when 
he was confronted – his integrity and courage to stand firm when things got 
tough is where trust is built. He was vindicated and offers himself to us to show 
us the way to life, life that is deep and enduring. 

All of us have difficulties to face in life – no one said life would be easy 
(my mum said that!), but faith in Jesus gives us one we can trust, one who knows 
about the depths of life and knows the way through them. We are putting up a 
display in Church about faith, about our journeys of faith and we hope that 
others will share some of theirs.  

During August we go onto a safari of services around the parishes, there 
will be posters and I hope you will travel and share in the faith your neighbours. 
The service in Eardisland will be on 12th August and will be Taize style service, a 
simple service with chants written by the community in France and candles and a 
space of silence in the middle for your own prayers and thoughts. Do come along 
if you haven’t been before, many people find it helpful. 

Every blessing 
Julie 

AUCTION IN SUPPORT OF EARDISLAND CHURCH FACILITIES FUND 
 
On the evening of Friday, 22nd June an Auction took place in St Mary’s Church to 
raise funds which will go towards the Church Extension Fund, which in time is 
intended to provide much needed toilets and a kitchenette. 
 The community came together to organise and participate in what was a 
splendid evening event.  A huge thank you is due to the incredible team who 
organised the evening, that is Margaret and Phil Milchard, Sue and David Wallis, 
Mandy and Hannah Vernon, Wendy Cross, Alan Pryce and Martin Thomas from 
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Arrow Bank Caravan Park, and members of the PCC, particularly Beryl and Alister 
Hoda.  Most would agree the evening went well and was good fun. 
 Great Auction lots were donated, so thank you to everyone who gave so 
generously, and at the end of the evening about £7300 had been raised.  The bar 
nearly ran out of wine and the Ploughman’s supper was a life saver at the half 
way point. The draw raised just enough money to cover all of the costs of the 
evening.    
 At any auction the key element which ensures success is the audience, 
so thank you to all those people who came along to support us and got 
involved - so many very generous people, thank you to you all, and of course our 
particular thanks must go to our Auctioneer on the night, David Thompson, from 
Kingsland.  His professionalism and hard work on the night made the event 
happen! 
 So, a big thank to everyone, those who came, those who donated, those 
who bought, and of course all of the organisers and helpers.  
 

Richard Kirby, PCC Lay Co Chair 
 

 



21 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Village Hall 
Saturday 1st September 

2018 
2.00 – 4.30pm 

 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00pm 
 
 
 

  £1 admission charge for adults 
 Children free 
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Section A   COOKERY 
 
1 A lemon drizzle traybake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade jam 
3 A jar of homemade marmalade 
4 A jar of homemade chutney 
5 6 biscuits (same type - please specify) 
6 3 scones (same type - please specify) 
7 A dessert for two (please specify) 
 
Section B   WINE 
 
8 Sloe gin 
9 A flavoured spirit 
10 A non-alcoholic drink 
 
Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
 
11 A harvest basket (max 45cm x 45cm)  
12 5 flower heads floating in water 
 
Section D   CRAFT 
 
13 An animal (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, paper) 
14 A bookmark 
15 A bag or basket (any material) 
 
 
Section E   HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
16        A yellow rose (Megan Lloyd Trophy) 
17 Roses (3 flowers, any variety) 
18 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 
 



23 
 

HORTICULTURE- Division 2 
 
20 3 cooking apples (Leslie Evans prize) 
21 3 tomatoes 
22 A display of garden vegetables (any size) 
23 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 
24 ‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce) 
 
Section F   PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
 
25 Winter in Eardisland (winning entry, as decided by public vote, will be 
used for the Eardisland Christmas Card 2018) 
26 Wild and Wonderful 
27 A black and white photograph 
28 A photograph with a caption 
 
Section G   ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are acceptable 
 
29 A painted pebble 
30 Trees 
31 ‘My pride and joy’  (1 piece of art, any medium) 
 

Section H   JUST FOR A LAUGH…  
(entries free and open to all ages) 

 
32 Vegetable animal 
33 Limerick beginning, “Whilst walking past the Eardisland Oak’ 
34 Heaviest potatoes- 16 and over 
35 Heaviest potatoes- under 16s 
(Potato classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seed potatoes and details of 
how to enter will be in the Village Shop). 
36 ‘My embarrassing family’ (under 16 photograph) 
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Section I       CHILDREN 
Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please 
put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by 
the judges. 
 
Children under 5 
 
37 A bookmark 
38 A clay Christmas decoration 
39 A painted pebble 
40 A garden on a plate (max 30 x 30cm) 
 
Children 5-10  
 
41 A bookmark 
42 A clay Christmas decoration 
43 A painted pebble 
44 A garden on a plate (max 30 x 30 cm) 
 
 
Children 11-15 
 
45 A bookmark 
46 A clay Christmas decoration 
47 A painted pebble 
48 A Victoria Sponge (2 eggs, filled with jam) 
 
 
 

See Entry Form for details of how to enter 
 

Entry Forms available from the Village Shop, Parish Magazine or Parish Website 
from July. 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge in the 
Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section. 
 
  



25 
 



26 
 

 
  



27 
 

EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
At long last the newly paved area by the dovecote has been completed and 
hopefully by the time you read these notes the new planters containing herbs 
will be in position. We think it makes a big difference and enhances the area, we 
hope you agree.  

After months of chilly wet weather, we are now in a prolonged hot, dry 
spell which means plenty of watering in an attempt to keep the gardens looking 
good. Our grateful thanks to all the In Bloom volunteers for their fantastic efforts, 
particularly over the last couple of months, be it mixing cement, cutting bricks, 
laying bricks, planting, watering, weeding, trimming edges, or rubbing down the 
boat and re-painting. Great teamwork! 
 
Eardisland Craft Fair – Saturday 13th October 
I was hoping in this issue to name the stallholders / companies who have booked 
stalls for this year’s event, however Data Protection rules and regulations require 
us to seek their permission first, so instead, below you will find a few examples of 
what will be on offer; 

Pebble & sea glass art, upcycled jigsaw puzzle bowls, home & garden 
giftware, quilting, bunting & babies blankets, stone carvings & engraving, paper 
crafts, photography picture boxes, Polymer clay jewellery, gloves, hats, scarves, 
bags & cushions, cards, painted accessory items, handmade purses, memory 
boxes, woodturning, children’s clothes, wildlife photography, pottery, tinsel 
wreaths & decorations, tea soap, soft toys, jewellery and much, much more. 
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
 
 
THE MYSTERY OF THE LOWER BURTON BUTTONS AND BADGES 
 
 I am grateful to Graham Madeley for his reports which form the basis of this 
article. 
  
     There is a long running joke in the TV series The Detectorists, which involves a 
group of metal detector fanatics whose club Chairman is mainly interested in 
searching for buttons and badges about which he intends to write a thesis. But I 
would suggest that everyone should keep an eye out for them whilst digging 
their garden, they might tell an interesting story. I have picked up quite a large 
number from my vegetable plot over many years and not knowing anything 
about them asked Graham Madeley, an expert in the field with a special interest 
in military history, for his comments. I wondered whether any might relate to 
soldiers who had some connection with my home and who had served in the 
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First World War. In fact, his examination of the collection revealed a strange mix 
of explanations as to their type and possible origin. 
     For example, among the finds was a Women’s Land Army cap badge, which he 
informed me dated from the period of World War 1. The WLA started activities in 
1915, to encourage young women to opt for working on farms within rural areas. 
By 1917 there were 23,000 in the Land Army itself, doing work such as milking 
cows and picking fruit. Many who joined were from towns or cities and therefore 
volunteered in their thousands, to reduce pressure on the agriculture sector, 
created by heavy conscription of men, who had, until 1916, been held back in 
‘reserved occupations’, such as farm workers. There is a publication, which is 
available which covers the work of the ‘Land Girls’ over this period and 
newspaper articles of the wartime period which even featured the work of the 
girls in the Lower Burton area. One might suspect that the cap badge was lost or 
discarded by 1919, when the WLA was disbanded. It is also possible that one or 
more of them was billeted in my home. In October 2014, a memorial statue to 
both the Women's Land Army and the Women's Timber Corps (which developed 
in WW2 to work in forestry) was unveiled at the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire, 
     A second button identified by Graham was a small one with an Artillery image 
on it. He said that this was from a cap belonging to a man who served in the 
Royal Artillery, in WW1. This particular button would have been one of two, 
which held the leather chin-strap in place. I recall that the father of the lady from 
whom the house was purchased had been a Lewis gunner in the First World War 
(and a survivor). Could it have been from his uniform? 
      A third large button was a Victorian issue, known as a General Service button, 
which was found on both tunics and greatcoats of all other ranks (it was not an 
officer’s quality button). It was made by the Company, Firmin, London, who 
made the majority of brass buttons for the British Army and Navy. It is so 
described, because it was used when specific Regimental buttons were not 
available (that is carrying the Regimental number or motif). 
     A particularly surprising find was a large button with the number 11 around a 
sun-burst. Graham explained that the number refers to the Regiment number. 
The Regiment became, by the 1880’s the Devonshire Regiment. This tunic button 
dated between 1840-80. The Devonshire (11th Regiment of Foot) tended to 
recruit in the North Devon and South Somerset area, not in this region, which 
was one which placed army recruits into some of the Welsh Regiments, 
Herefordshire Regiment and Kings Shropshire Light Infantry. It may be that the 
Devonshire button was lost whilst the soldier was on a visit here. 
     Perhaps equally surprising to find in a vegetable plot was a large flat button 
which Graham explained came from an officer’s long tunic, known as a ‘Coatee’. 
He suggested that it dated from between 1720-1790. The whole button would 
have originally been gilded but some of the gilding remained on the reverse, 
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along with the Hanoverian crown, which indicated that the maker was the button 
maker to the King. The Hanoverian connection was probably that the button was 
made by the company who supplied buttons to officers of the army and the 
aristocracy, through the reigns of George II, III & IV, as effectively, holders of the 
Royal Warrant. It is hard to imagine how a button from the Devonshire Regiment 
and another dating to the Hanoverian period came to be discarded in my garden. 
     In addition to these large buttons and badges I have also picked up quite a 
quantity of small metal buttons over many years, some of which Graham 
suggests also had a military connection. One was a tunic button of the Royal 
Fusiliers, circa 1830; another was a gilded button, (part of the shank) from a 
military greatcoat of WW1. There were also 3 possible military or civilian Coatee 
buttons dating to the early 18th century. 
     There were many 19th century coat, jacket, and trouser buttons in the 
collection some no doubt from farm workers clothes, dating to late 19th and early 
20th century. Among these small metal buttons, are some stamped E.S. Bach & Co 
Tenbury. But attempts to trace this company have failed. Many others are 
marked Firmin, London and others A. Shirley Ltd. Birmingham; a couple have Ne 
Plus Sulir(?) marked on the rim. Button manufacture was clearly widespread.  
     One of the interesting issues that arises is that there is not only a range of 
styles of buttons but the fact they relate to a long time-period according to 
Graham’s estimation. In addition, a question arises as to why so many were 
found in a comparatively small patch of ground long given over to growing 
vegetables.  Among the possible theories are: 
 1. The land on which they were found may once may have been the 
location of or close to a local Cider Barn, a possible meeting place, where 
personal items were lost from clothing, on a regular basis. Whilst the Tithe Map 
(1842-44) does show a barn adjacent to my home, there is no historical evidence 
to indicate it was a cider house and no coins have been found which might be 
expected if such a place existed. 
2.  The property may have been the home of a local seamstress or tailor. 
This is a possibility especially since my neighbour’s home was traditionally known 
as ‘Laundry Cottage’ (probably the laundry for Burton Court). One might imagine 
clothes being passed over for repair once washed and some perhaps discarded 
and burnt.  
3.  It may be that an occupier of this property in the past collected buttons 
for use in repairing clothes and eventually they were thrown out and became 
scattered in the garden. 
4.  It might be that the property (thought to date from mid-18th century) 
has had a large number of occupants over that time, some of whom were serving 
in the military and whose uniforms and other clothes were eventually discarded. 
Shirts and trousers would contain quite large numbers of small metal buttons 
and uniforms more significant Regimental badges. 
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       None of the large number of buttons I have found has been discovered using 
a metal detector, all were discovered by eye whilst digging and planting. The 
stories they tell are clearly intriguing and give rise to the possibility of further 
research. It may be that if such buttons were collected by sharp eyed gardeners 
throughout the parish, a pattern might emerge regarding their type, date and 
place of manufacture and some may have a possible military connection. But 
even those from the clothes of particular periods are intriguing and demonstrate 
how history, in the shape of a humble button, is everywhere around us. I am sure 
Graham Madeley would be interested to examine any unusual ones, especially 
with a military significance and provide a report.    

Paul Selfe 
 
HISTORY BOOKS  
 
We are aware that there are always newcomers to the village who may be 
interested in aspects of village history and require more information. We have 
two publications, copies of which are still available, which may assist in this 
regard. They are: Eardisland: Portrait of a Village (£5) and A Case Study of Burton 
Court and Environs (£5). The latter includes chapters on the early history of the 
parish and information about archaeological discoveries undertaken. They can be 
obtained by contacting George Alderson (gwawestwayes@btinternet.com) or 
Paul Selfe (paul.selfe@btinternet.com). In addition, George regularly places a 
large amount of his research on the parish website and is happy to be contacted 
for further information. 
 
EARDISLANDIANA 
 
An alphabetical compilation of events and circumstances of historical interest 
relevant to this parish. Alphabet (i), part (i) 
 
A…….AJAX family 
       The earliest reference to this family which I have come across is dated 21 
May 1811 when Thomas Ajax was one of three witnesses to the Will of Charles 
Haywood of the Court House, Eardisland, gent. 
       This suggests that he was of some social status within the parish. 
       Following this comes my only other reference to the family. The event, 
recorded here from two different sources, was that Mr Ajax, Usher or Assistant of 
Eardisland School died at Eardisland and was interred in the churchyard there on 
4th September 1821…….he was 61 years old. 
 
 
 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
mailto:paul.selfe@btinternet.com
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B…….BOLLARD family 
     In 1500 Richard Bollard, a customary tenant of the manor of Burton, held one 
messuage and 22 acres of arable with pasture in Hardwyke at a rent of 6s 4d per 
annum. 
 
C……. CHURCH 
       On February 13th 1278 Richard de Wye was instituted as Vicar of Eardisland 
under the patronage of the Abbey of Lyre, Normandy. 
 
D…….DOMESDAY BOOK 
       In 1086 King William I “The Conqueror” caused what soon became known as 
the Domesday Book to be compiled. Eardisland does not appear in it by its 
present name (Burton, Hinton and Twyford not at all), but expert opinion has, for 
many years now, been that Eardisland is represented in Domesday Book by the 
second of the two entries headed Lene at folio 1790d. 
       A modern transcription and translation was published in 1983: Phillimore & 
Co. Ltd., Chichester, in which the Eardisland entry reads: 
       In LENE Hundred Eardisland. Earl Morcar held it. 15 hides. In lordship 3 
ploughs; 19 villagers, 9 smallholders and 2 riding men with 16 ploughs.  6 male 
and 2 female slaves and 6 freedmen. 2 mills at 25s; woodland which pays 40d.  
The villagers give 13s 4d as a customary due; the freedmen pay 3 sesters of wheat 
and barley, 21/2 sheep with lambs and 21/2d. 
       Of these two manors [viz. Kingsland, the other Lene entry; and Eardisland] St. 
Mary’s of Cormeilles holds in alms from the King the churches, priests and tithes 
and 2 villagers. Value before 1066 £6; now £12 of blanched pence. 
       Before 1066 the reeve of this manor had the custom that when his lady came 
to the manor he presented to her 18 ora of pence so that she might be happy. The 
steward and other officers had 10s from him. 
 
E…….ELECTRICITY 
       The Grid system was introduced into the village in May 1931 by the 
Shropshire, Worcestershire & Staffordshire Electric Power Co., and after 
nationalisation was run by the Midlands Electricity Board. In January 1956 all the 
outlying hamlets, farms and cottages were still without mains electricity. 
 
F…….FISH POND 
       In his Will dated 17th September 1745 John Trumper left much to his 
daughter Anne Trumper  but stipulated that:  …my said daughter shall permit and 
suffer my said wife and her assigns to hold and enjoy during her natural life two 
plocks of land adjoining to the buildings belonging to the Porch House in 
Eardisland aforesaid & enclosed with walls and wherein a fish pond and Brick 
Building now stands without any interruption.  
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       Porch House was later, after 1902, known as Vulcan House and then, 
probably in the 1930s when being run as a Guest House, it became known, 
inaccurately, as The Old Manor House. 
 
G…….GROVE family 
       John de la Grove was one of the twelve jurors at the Great Court held at 
Burton S.S. Simot Jude. 5 Edw. III. In modern parlance this works out as the 
Wednesday next after 28th October 1332. This family name is found in several 
similar forms over the years and by the early 1390s had settled down to simply 
John Grove. This second John is found as a juror at the Court held on the18th day 
of the month of May. 17. Rich. II. [18th May 1394]. The Grove was present day 
Grove House as shown on modern Ordnance Survey Maps; south-east of Burton  
Court between Golden Cross and Bainstree Cross on the A44.  
 
H……. HAMLET 
       In a Parochial Terrier of circa 1694 the Vicar, William Bedford, reported to the 
Bishop of Hereford: The Parish is made up of 11 or 12 Hamletts & Townships 
besides that wherein is the mother church in each, as some ancient people say, 
there has been places of publick worship, & burial places too in some of ‘em no 
doubt, some few years ago man’s bones have been dug up at Burton, & at 
Twyford……. 

This alphabet will continue in the next edition. 
George Alderson 

gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 

 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 

 
The weather in May showed signs of spring with temperatures 
ranging from 10 to 25C: 
total rainfall was 58mm (2.28 inches) mostly falling on the 25th, 27th 
and 31st of May with thunder and lightning, barometer pressures 

ranged from 29.58 to 30.04 the river remaining at a steady 13 inches. 
The weather in June was the start of a hot spell with temperatures ranging from 
15 to 29C the total rainfall was 22mm (0.86 inches) barometer pressures ranged 
from 29.62 to 30.14 with the river level dropping to 5 inches. 

The total of days with no rain for the two months was 47 out of 61. 
The equivalent rainfall for 2017 was May 57mm (2.24 inches) and June 51mm 
(2inches). 

Nature wise, the fly catchers have returned to the garden after a spell of 
absence and baby ducks with their mother have been seen on the river, but we 
have not spotted a kingfisher yet. 

Doug Tantrum,  01544 387972 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
https://bedfordcountysummertechdays.wikispaces.com/
https://bedfordcountysummertechdays.wikispaces.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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SUNLIGHT LEVELS IN EARDISLAND: EARLY SUMMER, 2018 
 
After the record dull months of March and April ’18, as I reported last time, what 
a change May and June have proved to be. 

Given my usual provisos, all the figures below are in Kilo watt hours/day 
(Kwh/d) monthly averages: 

 
  2017  2018 2018 compared with 2012 – 17  
Feb       3.6     6.0    121% 
March     7.7     6.8      78% 
April   12.2     9.5        76% 
May   13.4   15.0    109% 
  
June   12.6   17.1    127% 
 

So far this year is looking quite extraordinary for light levels both in 
Eardisland, and nationally, as we have been made all too aware.  
In March I reported that February 2018, with an average daily production of 6.0, 
was the brightest February I have yet measured. In contrast, March’18 @6.8 
kwh/day, equalled the lowest figure I have ever recorded for this month and 
April’s was even worse @ 9.5 kwh/d - now holding the record for the lowest April 
light levels. The figures for March and April 2018, when compared with the 2012 
– 2017 averages, @ 78% and 76% of the 6-year average respectively, show that 
they were an exceptionally gloomy couple of months.  
And then comes May and June ’18. Their figures, as above, show that both 
months were especially bright compared both to those for 2017 and the 6-year 
average, in particular for June. In fact, both months have set new records for 
brightness levels, with June @ 17.1 Kwh/d beating the previous record of 
16Kwh/d in 2014 by 6.9%.  

Delving further into the daily figures, the current heatwave clearly 
started on Midsummer’s day with the daily average for June up until then @ 
14.7Kwh/d. Every subsequent day in June was above 19.7, with the whole month 
daily average figure raised to 17.1 as above. 
As I write, the heatwave continues unabated with the July days up to July 6th 
averaging 21.1 Kwh/d. This is 147% of the whole of July’s previous 6-year average 
@14.4. 
             Talk about from one extreme to the other! And that’s just the light levels.   
 

Chris Watson - July 2018 
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Advertising:   PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 388757 

Email: parishads@btinternet.com  

 

Distribution Manager:  BARRY FREEMAN 
       01544 - 388226 
 

Website:   BEN WOODCOCK 

 ben@eardisland.org.uk  
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 
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© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2018 
 

Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf 

format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk 
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Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the 
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@gmail.com
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
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