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EDITORIAL 

Snail Races & Soup and Pud As always, it’s a fascinating task to briefly take over 
editing the magazine from the capable hands of Chris.  I’m always reminded of 
the incredible variety of activities that happen in our smallish community. 
I can’t pass up the opportunity to mention two items I’ve an interest in. 
The Children’s allotment starts up again at the end of the month (see pg. 14). 
This is a fun couple of hours for the kids to do some gardening, crawling and 
running around getting muddy, and adults to have a bit of a chat. Our group of 
regular attendees is always welcoming to anyone who’d like to come along to 
have a go. There’s no commitment to coming every month and we always have a 
cup of coffee and a snack. 
Many of the children in the Parish attend Kingsland CE Primary school where the 
PTA work tirelessly to provide much needed extra funds. I’ve recently started 
using ‘easyfundraising’ while online shopping (see pg. 7). With this you can 
activate donations to the PTA. These are a small percentage of the cost of your 
purchase (usually 1% or 2%), all funded by the retailer. It’s very easy to use and 
even a few extra pounds a year makes a real difference to the school. 
With this edition you should finally have the latest ‘Who’s Who? And 
Organisations. Chris will be back as editor for the next edition in May. 

Ben Woodcock 

Clarification from the last edition: The Community Shop paid for a gate on 
one of the village paths but do not augment Eardisland Memorial Walks funds in any way.  
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Sunday 18th March Model Trains Day 

Friday 23rd March Village Walk, War Memorial, 2pm 

Saturday 24th March Litter Pick, Dovecote, 10am 

Saturday 31st March Children’s Allotment, 10am 

Thursday 5th April E-Team AGM, Church, 2:30pm 

Saturday 7th April Wine and Cheese 

Sunday 8th April PCC AGM, St Mary’s , 10am 

Saturday 14th April Eardisland Bowls Club Opening 

Thursday 26th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th May Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 12th May Plant Sale 

Friday 18th May Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 24th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

SatTues 26/29th May Twinning Association visit to France 

Thursday 21st June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 22nd June Auction of Promises, St Mary’s, 7:30pm 

Friday 6th July Magazine Copy Date 

Sunday 8th July The Posh Lunch, Hinton Manor 

Thursday 19th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 20th July Magazine probable distribution date 

Saturday 21st July Aymestry Parish Fete 

Saturday 20th August Kingsland Parish Fete 

25th – 27th August Summer Open Gardens 

Saturday 1st September Eardisland Village Show 

Thursday 6th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 7th September Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 13th October Craft Fair 

Friday 21st September Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 25th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 2nd November Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 16th November Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Regularly: 
 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
Crafty Socialites – 3rd Friday in month 
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COME FOR  

A VILLAGE WALK 
Meet at the war memorial in Eardisland village 

opposite the Dovecote 

FRIDAY 23rd March at 2pm 
to walk to Shobdon and back along Broom Lane 

using the HARRY SMITH Path 

- taking about two and a half  hours to walk 6 

miles. 

Eardisland Memorial Walks leaflet available 

in the community shop. 
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
Dr Callum Bartlett will be joining the Practice as another GP from the 1st April he 
will be working 4 days per week. 
The Care Quality Commission are due to visit the Practice on Friday 2nd March 
results of their visit will hopefully be available by the next issue of this magazine. 
The number of missed appointments appear to have risen 140 in December. The 
text reminder sent the day before an appointment to people who have a mobile 
and have given the Practice their number did show the numbers of missed 
appointments drop. No reason is evident for the recent rise. 
Herefordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) have asked Practices to stop 
ear syringing. This Practice will continue to undertake ear syringing until the 
equipment fails. Dishley Foot and Health Clinic are offering an ear syringing 
service at very reasonable rates. The CCG are looking at proposals for micro-
suction services to be introduced instead. 
The next PPG meeting is 24th April, if anyone has any concerns or issues they 
would like me to raise please let me know. All questions/concerns are dealt with 
anonymously.  

Diane Lee 
 
MODEL TRAIN DAY 
 

The Herefordshire Borders 0 Gauge Group is holding a train running session on 
Sunday 18th March at Eardisland Village Hall using the East Midlands 0 Gauge 
track from 10.00am to 4.30pm. There will be trade stands, and superb food on 
offer by the W.I. in the form of bacon rolls, home-made cake, tea etc. 
Entrance fee is £2.50 for adults. Children must be accompanied by an adult and 
entrance for them will be free. Please note that no insurance will be taken out 
for rolling stock etc. 

For further details please contact Doug Tantrum on  01544 387972 or 
email:  dougtantrum@hotmail.com 

 
CRAFTY SOCIALITES 
 

Come and join the Crafty Socialites - every 3rd Friday of the month, 
7.30-9.00pm in the Village Hall. 

 
Bring your crochet, knitting, cross-stitch, jigsaw, colouring…. bring whatever it is 
you’re working on! Bring a friend, bring a drink, bring a snack and come and 
enjoy a relaxing evening crafting and socialising. £1 per person. 
 
Any queries please contact Jo South - 01544 387 698 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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COMIC RELIEF SWIMATHON 
 

Two years ago villagers Sandy Ross, Ken Gill and 
Mark Hicks took part in Comic Relief's Swimathon 
and raised an impressive amount of money for 
disadvantaged adults and children in the UK and 
overseas.  This year Sandy and Ken are joined by 
Sandy's eleven year old grandson Aaron in the 
Swimathon to try and raise another impressive 
sum for Cancer Research UK and Marie Curie. 

The challenge they have set themselves is to swim 200 lengths of Ludlow Pool 
within two hours on Saturday 28th April.  Sandy and Ken are cagey but sort of 
confident that with a fair wind this is achievable, Aaron meanwhile wonders what 
all the fuss is about and is more than happy to take up any slack when the two 
old-timers start to fade. 
The Swimathon Foundation have chosen two charities to support this year, both 
are close to many people's hearts and are well deserving of good 
support.   Cancer Research UK is the world’s leading cancer charity dedicated to 
saving lives through research and Marie Curie is the UK’s leading charity for 
people with any terminal illness and their families. 
Sandy, Ken and Aaron are calling their team Two Eels and an Elver and would be 
very appreciative of any support.  There is a sponsorship form in Eardisland 
Community Shop and any contributions can be left there.  However, if you go 
online you can select either an individual or the team to support and, provided 
you are a UK taxpayer, your donation can be Gift-Aided so the charities will 
receive an extra 25p for every £1 donated, at no extra cost to you. 
https://www.justgiving.com/teams/twoeelsandanelver 
Sandy and Ken have promised to do their bit to ensure Eardisland is not shamed 
in this clash of the generations!! 

KINGSLAND CE PRIMARY SCHOOL PTA FUNDRAISING 

Kingsland CE School PTA raises money throughout the year for those extras that 
the school budget does not allow, enhancing the children’s experience at school. 

You can now help while shopping online by joining easyfundraising and collecting 
free donations for us every time you buy something online. It won't cost you a 
penny extra so please help us to raise funds. 

Simply go to www.easyfundraising.com and search for Kingsland CE Primary 
School PTA. 

http://www.easyfundraising.com/
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GRAND AUCTION  

The cost of keeping St. Mary’s Parish Church, Eardisland, open and in use is in 
excess of £21,000 every year!   In order for this historic building to survive for the 
use and enjoyment of future generations, funds are always urgently needed. 
Everyone in the Parish can play a part in helping to ensure the survival of the 
Church, by supporting a Grand Auction which we are planning, by donating 
something to be auctioned and by coming to the Auction which will be held in 
the Church, on Friday the 22 June at 7pm. There will be a small entrance fee of 
£5 which will include a glass of wine and light refreshments.  

Auction Lots could be something material, for example a footstool, a painting, a 
whole or half a lamb, a bottle of vintage alcohol, or indeed any item which has 
value and which people would want to buy.  A promise could be something 
simple such as an hours cleaning or gardening / ironing / or house work or 
something much more exotic such as a meal for two, afternoon tea for four, a 
day’s driven shooting, a weekend holiday stay, a photoshoot, a lesson of some 
sort. The possibilities for auction lots are limitless the only constraint being our 
imagination! 

Please put the date of the Auction in your diary, come to the event and if you 
can, find something which we can auction on the evening. 
For more information contact a Milchard , a Wallis , a Hoda or a Kirby . 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
The soup and pancake lunch held at the Corners Inn Kingsland on February 13 
raised £507, which is a good start to our fund raising year. We were very well 
supported by Eardisland so thanks to all who enjoyed the soup and pancakes or 
helped at the event.  We will review the venue for next year, so any comments 
would be welcome. 
The total raised during 2017 is £3,010 and the grand total since the foundation of 
the group is now £91,460.  We are creeping closer to our £100,000 goal, so 
please help us to achieve this before too long. 
We have two dates for collections at Morrisons which are Thursday 29th and 
Friday 30th March. I have agreed to collate a rota for Thursday and would be very 
grateful for names of people to collect for an hour or two on this day. If some 
people could do Friday but not Thursday, please let me know and we can add you 
to the list for Kingsland.  Hoping to hear from you soon. 

Dorothy Brown 01544 388389 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
Parish Council update: 
1. The parish council is applying for a grant to fund a feasibility study to look at 

what can be done to extend or replace the village hall and how it might be 

financed. It is hoped to start work on the study in April. Information on the 

process and how far it has progressed will be given at the Annual Parish 

Meeting. Once options have been investigated, there will be a consultation 

event and a questionnaire to every household to gain the views of 

parishioners about which option to take forward, but information on the 

process for the feasibility study itself will be available at the Annual Parish 

Meeting. 

2. SAVE THE DATE – the Annual Parish Meeting will now be on Thursday 10 May 

at 7.00 pm. 

3. Shelley Connop was co-opted as a Member of the Parish Council at the 

meeting on 25 January. 

4. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or ring 07789 322771. 

5. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in January 

and February: Noted P173869/FH, Twyford, Pembridge, HR6 9JY – Proposed 

single story rear extension – Approved with conditions. Noted P172046/F, 

Land east of Shobdon Poultry Farm, Shobdon Airfield, Shobdon, HR6 9NR – 

Erection of knowledge transfer and training centre, two poultry units, six feed 

bins and associated development on land at Shobdon Airfield – Approved 

with conditions. Noted P174141/PA7, Folley Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BS – 

Application for prior notification of agricultural or forestry development - 

proposed building – Steel framed side extension to existing building for the 

use of storage – Planning approval required. Noted P174253/AM, Shobdon 

Airfield Shobdon Airfield Road Shobdon HR6 9NR, Non material amendment 

to planning permission 152647- to allow Energy Centre to be located 12.6 

metres to the north west – Approved.  P174682/FH, Homeleigh, Eardisland, 

HR6 9BN – Proposed alterations and extensions – Resolved not to object, 

consider application in conformity with NDP policy E1. P174770/FH, Old Shop 

House, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed demolition of existing garage and 

construction of new oak framed garage. First floor extension to rear of 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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property and erect picket fence to front of property – Resolved to support, 

consider application in line with NDP policy E1. P180160/K, Arrowbank 

Caravan Park, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Re-pollard 16 Poplar trees – Resolved to 

support and request care be taken not to damage trees on neighbouring 

property. Noted P173997/FH, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed 

removal of existing front porch and rear Upvc conservatory. Construction of 

replacement porch and rear single storey extension – Approved with 

conditions. Noted P172740/F and P172741/L, Hardwick House, Pembridge, 

HR6 9HE – Proposed change of use of redundant stable barn to family 

recreation space ancillary to the main dwelling house – Approved with 

conditions. P174648/F, Shobdon Farm, Shobdon Airfield, HR6 9WD – 

Proposed erection of a gate house to serve existing poultry unit – Resolved to 

support and comment as follows: As other parishes more affected by issues at 

Shobdon, council expects neighbouring councils will be formally consulted on 

this and other applications at Shobdon site. P180190/F, White Swan, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BD – Proposed bed and breakfast accommodation 

comprising of 6 en-suite bedrooms within a detached weatherboard annex – 

Resolved to support and comment as follows: The application conforms to 

policies E1, E15, E16 and E17 of the Eardisland Neighbourhood Development 

Plan. Council requests following conditions - a) no construction work to be 

undertaken at weekends and hours of weekday work to be restricted to 8.00 

am to 6.00 pm to ensure amenity of neighbouring properties and b) sewage 

and foul water arrangements to be clarified and agreed before 

commencement of any work on the site. P180523/K, 5 Green Elms, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BL – Fell conifer tree – Resolved to support. 

6. The planned parish council meetings for 2018 are as follows:  15 March, 26 

April, Annual Parish Meeting 10 May, Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 24 

May (may change), 21 June, 19 July, 6 September, 25 October, 22 November. 

Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for response to 

planning applications.  

7. All meetings, both planed and extra, are advertised on the parish notice 

boards and the website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
Alison Sutton, Clerk to Eardisland Parish Council 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE WELSH MARCHES 
 
Birds were fighting for their shares of apple and bread crumbs this morning, their 
hierarchy clear with woodpeckers on the bird feeders dominant and on the 
ground field fares being stronger than blackbirds, who fought robins, who scared 
sparrows, who then went back to the feeders and the blue, longtailed and great 
tits flew off, in that order. Small is beautiful but, at least for birds, it is also weak. 
 
Walking towards the village hall I noticed a small redwing, still in the snow but 
alive, just. It didn't move and I lifted it up feeling its heart beating and a small 
struggle to be free. A neighbour talks often of the birds he tends in his garden so, 
being near and seeing him outside, I left the little bird with him. Had it been born 
late in the season? I will hope to hear more tomorrow. 
 
Snow had drifted up to 2 feet in places, nothing compared with the Pennines and 
Dartmoor but significant, certainly in March, but perhaps we have had 6 inches 
fall here in Eardisland. It began to soften and thaw as the day passed.  The black 
and white houses and the blacks of the winter branches against the snow make 
especially beautiful scenes. The churchyard was eiderdowned. Few footprints 
had broken the surface. 
 
And finally, with the edges of the Arrow beginning to ice up, a pair of swans 
majestically passed by, at one in that world of white, the Scots pine trees framing 
them, the perfect black and white picture.  
 

Elaine Harper 

 

Wood engraving of male Blackbird by Thomas Bewick in his A History of British Birds  1797 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blackbird_by_Thomas_Bewick.jpg  
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VILLAGE HALL EVENTS IN DANGER? 
 
The village hall is managed by the Eardisland Village Hall Management 
Committee (EVHMC) which is a registered charity (Charity number 1108366).   As 
such the committee has to be run on charity guidelines; this is not onerous but 
means we are obliged to have a full committee including chairperson and 
treasurer to remain constitutional.  If the committee cannot fulfil this 
requirement, it can’t operate. 
You’ve guessed it ..... we need committee members. The current chair intends to  
hand over to someone else by August this year, the current treasurer has 
stepped down and a further two committee members have also come to the end 
of their service after four years on board. The remaining committee members 
cannot fill the vacant roles and manage the hall so our committee will be 
unconstitutional and must cease to function. 
What will this mean? The hall will be managed by its owners, the Parish Council 
and be available for private hire under appropriate conditions. Events such as the 
New Year Party, the Craft Evening, Soup and Puds and the Duck Races run under 
the umbrella of the EVHMC will cease to exist. The 2017 consultation exercise 
indicated that a significant number of villagers support the hall and would like 
the village hall events to increase and we’ve been gradually making that happen. 
Obviously we want this to continue but do need more people on the committee 
to build on the progress to date. 
 
You can keep village hall events going in two ways: 

• Volunteer to become a member of the EVHMC. You would be a trustee 

and vote on decisions at committee meetings. The meetings are once a 

month on a Wednesday evening. Some trustees have other roles: 

chairman, treasurer, secretary or leading a sub-committee. 

• Volunteer to support a sub-committee. You would not be a trustee and 

not have to attend committee meetings. Occasional meetings of 

subcommittees happen according to need. The three sub-committees 

that exist at the moment are: 

o Social events 

o Works and maintenance 

o Fundraising 

The idea is to slice and dice the workload and to reduce the time spent at 
committee meetings. The current sub-committees are a fairly recent initiative 
and are already producing results. If we can raise the management committee 
membership to nine people and have good support at sub-committee level no 
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one should be carrying a huge burden of responsibility. We should get maximum 
fun and enjoyment out of minimum individual effort. 
If you feel you can support your village hall please ring. Caroline on 
388868/Carole on 387623 
To those who generously volunteered hours at the open day, thank you, we have 
not forgotten and hope to call on you soon! 
 

NB: We are in the process of obtaining blinds/curtains for the windows in the 
main hall – please bear with us. 

 
Caroline Marsden, Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 

 
 
 
W.I. SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 
Our delayed Christmas meal took place at the New Inn, Pembridge in January. It 
was superb food, company and service. We still exchanged our Secret Santa gifts 
and pulled the Christmas crackers and wore the hats! (O be joyful!) 
 
February our speaker was Rob Walker who is a lay reader at the Priory, 
Leominster. He showed us slides and commented on his pilgrimage walk. He was 
blest outside the Priory by Mike and journeyed from London to Paris and then to 
Bayonne to the start of the Camino Path to Santiago which he completed to 
coincide with the Feast of St. James in Santiago on the 25th July. He managed to 
walk 15 miles a day and stayed in various types of accommodation on the way. 
Rita Kirby gave the vote of thanks. Our winter photographic competition was 
won by yours truly with a picture of a robin in the snow. This was judged by 
Hannah Vernon who came as a visitor that evening. 
 
On 12th March Geoff Morris is bringing us "Fruit Tipples" so will report about this 
in the next issue. On 9th April our speaker's talk in titled "Tax Care & Toy Boys" so 
if you want to find out the content of this please feel free to join us in the 
committee room at 7p.m. sharp. On 14th May we are visiting Westonbury Water 
Gardens in the afternoon. 
 
Happy Easter in advance from the Eardisland W.I. to all readers. 
 

Contact Mavis Tantrum (Secretary)  01544 387972 
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LEOMINSTER CHORAL SOCIETY 
 
You are invited to Come and Sing! 

We are holding a choral workshop based on Haydn’s The Creation on Saturday 
28th April 2018 at The Priory, Leominster. Whether you regularly sing with a choir 
or have never done so you will be welcome to join us for what is likely to be a 
really enjoyable day exploring the delights of this cheerful and accessible piece. 
Our musical director, James Atherton, will lead the workshop, and we shall be 
accompanied by the acclaimed organist Hilary Norris. 
 
Bring your own packed lunch or order one in advance (details on the booking 
form), but we’ll provide coffee and tea. Information on nearby eating places will 
also be available on the day. 
The cost for the workshop will be £12.50, with a hire charge of £1.50 for a copy 
of the score should you need one. 
 
Further details with a booking form can be found on our website at 
www.leominsterchoralsociety.co.uk  
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

 

Sunday 18th March 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 25th March – Palm Sunday 

10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion Eardisland 

Family Service with two donkeys coming to bring life to the service!! 

 

Thursday 29th March – Maundy Thursday 

7.30 pm  Service for Maundy Thursday Aymestry 

 

Friday 30th March – Good Friday 

2 pm Good Friday Meditation – The 
Last Hour 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 1st April – Easter Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

Family Easter service to include special event for children and Easter egg hunt 
following the service. 

 

Sunday 8th April 

9.30 am Morning Prayer followed by 
the Annual Parish Meeting 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 15th April 

9.30 am Benefice Holy Communion with 
the Bishop of Hereford 

Kingsland 
 

 

Sunday – 22nd April 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 With visiting celebrant and preacher the Rev. Hugh Maddox 

 

Sunday – 29th April - Rogation 

10.30 am 
 

Benefice Holy Communion 
 

Venue to be announced 

Rogation Sunday will be held away from the church at a farm to be confirmed, 
please read the notice boards at the church and outside Rita’s Tea Room 
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CHURCH EXTENSION 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
Last year, we obtained some funding from the National Lottery ‘Awards for All’ 
scheme, to enable us to plan a small extension on the North side of the church, 
which will have toilet and kitchen facilities inside. We want to make weekly 
services, weddings, funerals and general events at the church more comfortable 
for everyone, and it would also be great to be able to offer refreshments without 
having to lug huge flasks or boxes of crockery around!  We also think it would be 
a good idea if the toilet was made accessible to the public.   
 
Our architect has provided sketches for an extension, and we would be grateful 
for comments from villagers.  The church belongs to the people of Eardisland, so 
your opinions do matter!  Many of you have told us you would support such a 
project, and we are keen to progress it.   
Outline plans can be found at the rear of the church, as you come in.  Please pop 
in and have a look, and leave your comments before 10 am Sunday 8th April.  This 
is the date and time of our Annual Parish Meeting, which is open to everyone and 
at which we will be discussing the plans. 
 
Please do come along if you would like to join in with the discussions. If you 
would like to send any comments or thoughts by email, please contact Hannah 
Vernon – hannahclairvernon@gmail.com.  
 
Many thanks for your support, 
St Mary’s PCC Project Sub-Committee 
Beryl Hoda, Hannah Vernon, Richard Kirby, Alister Hoda 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Auction of Promises with the E team: 22nd June 7:30pm in the church 
The Posh Lunch- 8th July at Hinton Manor with kind permission of Peter and Ziggy 
Davenport 
Welcome Drinks Evening to be hosted by Alister and Beryl Hoda at their home 
Arrow Lawn for people newly moved to the village and they will be supported by 
the St Mary’s PCC. The date is to be arranged for early summer. 
Summer Open Gardens: 25th -27th August which is Bank Holiday. 
Craft Fair- joint village event Saturday 14th October 
Wine Tasting event :Following the success of last year’s event, we hope to invite 
Revd Mike Kneen again in November, date to be confirmed. 
 

mailto:hannahclairvernon@gmail.com
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 
On Sunday 8th April at 10 am we will be holding our Annual Parish Meeting in the 
Church where we elect the Churchwardens and the PCC for the coming year.  
Everyone in the Parish is eligible to vote for the Churchwardens as this is a Parish 
appointment and not a church appointment. 
Those who are on the Electoral Roll of the Church are eligible to vote for 
members of the PCC. At this meeting there will also be an opportunity to hear 
about what the Church did during the past year and its plans for the future. 
 You will also be able to see the proposed plans for the new extension – for more 
explanation please see Hannah Vernon’s article also featured in this edition of 
the magazine. There will be a short service of Morning Prayer before this meeting 
at 9.30 then we will break for coffee at 10 am and start our meeting at 10.15.   
Do feel free to come just for the meeting itself at 10.15 or join us for coffee at 10 
am. 
We look forward to seeing you. 

Beryl Hoda & Dian Cope - Churchwardens 

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
The 2018 church electoral roll revision will be carried out at the end of March. 
Anyone not already on the roll can apply to be included, application forms will be 
available from the church throughout March. 

SPONSOR A LILY 2018 
 
Once again Eardisland Church Flower Guild invite you to help sponsor the lilies at 
St Mary’s Church this Easter. This could be to give thanks for a special occasion or 
to remember a loved one. 
A donation of £5 is suggested but lesser or greater sums would be equally 
welcome and, with your usual generous support, we hope to have a wonderful 
display of flowers in our church on Easter Day. 
As always, names of all the people or events being remembered will be posted in 
the church and any monies remaining after the purchase of the lilies will be used 
by the Flower Guild to help buy flowers and decorate the church throughout the 
rest of the year. 
Sponsor forms can be found on the table at the back of the church and in the 
Community Shop. 

Thank you 
Wendy Priday 

On behalf of Eardisland Church Flower Guild 
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FROM REV JULIE READ 

Thankfully the days are lengthening now and the period of Lent (which comes 
from the word Length) is progressing. The darkness of the winter is being 
replaced by the amazing growth of the spring flowers and signs of hope. The 
message of Lent for me this year, is that Jesus did not take the easy fix for any of 
the problems of our world, he did not paper over the cracks and hope that the ills 
of our world would go away, but he entered into the reality and stood firm for 
who he is and what he knew to be true and right. He encouraged others to do 
the same – his disciples and those he met. Those who were caught up in wrong 
things, he gently pointed them in the right direction, those who judged others he 
pointed out they were in no fit state to be judging.  
We will be entering into the events surrounding the cross and resurrection this 
year with a Palm Sunday service on 25th March at 10.30am starting at the public 
car park and making a procession to the church and you are most welcome to 
come and join us there. On Good Friday we will gather in church at 2pm for a 
quiet reflective service as we remember Jesus’ death on the cross, and stand by 
with those who did on that day, his mother, and John the beloved disciple. It is so 
easy to jump to the victory of Easter Day and the resurrection of Jesus, without 
first remembering the journey to that day. 
All those who were present at Jesus’ death thought it was the end of their 
journey, the end of the man they had given up everything to follow. It was the 
unexpected that happened three days later. It was the women who first met the 
risen Jesus, and they in that culture held no position, their testimony didn’t hold 
in court. Jesus was one who turned things upside down, and he still does today 
for those who reach out and put their trust in him, who receive the gift of 
forgiveness and the saving power of God. 
There is too much in our world that is wrong. We often struggle with it on our 
own. God can and will help us… that I believe. 

Every Blessing Julie 
 

Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
  rev.julie@btinternet.com  07826 194400  
   01568 708255 
Churchwardens  Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
   01544 388131 
  Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                   01544 38831 
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810 
Treasurer:        Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:          Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:  Liz Lever  01544 388157 

   

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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E-TEAM 
 
Eardisland Craft Fair 
 
The 2018 Eardisland Craft Fair will take place one week earlier than previous 
years, on Saturday 13th October, between 10am – 4pm. St. Marys Church, will 
once again be the main venue with overflow space in marquees in the church 
grounds. Please note these are more spacious marquees than we used last year. 
There is already a lengthy list of stallholders seeking a space and bookings will 
open on Monday 19th March, so, if you live in Eardisland parish and want to book 
a stall, please do not hesitate and let me know now. A booking form can be 
found on the parish website. 
Email eardislandcfair@btinternet.com or ring Phil on 388097. 
 
Eardisland in Bloom 
 
The 1st March was due to be our first Thursday morning session of the year, 
weather permitting.  There are a number of projects lined up for the year, some 
light and easy jobs, others which involve a bit of welly. If you’d like to join us 
you’d be made very welcome, just meet near the shop shortly before 10am and 
bring along a garden tool or two, plus a cup for your coffee! 
Our AGM will be held on Thursday 5th April @ 2.30pm in the church. We 
welcome any suggestions you may like the volunteers to do throughout the year, 
which you can post into the donations box. 
 
Litter Pick 
 
The annual litter pick has been arranged for Saturday 24th March, with volunteers 
meeting outside the shop at 10am. We normally manage to cover over 6 miles of 
roadways and would greatly appreciate any help you can offer, even if only for a 
short time. 
Reflective jackets, gloves, grabbers and black sacks are all provided, via Ben 
Woodcock and Herefordshire Council.  
 
Plant Sale 
 
The annual Plant Sale remains a vital source of income for us and will this year be 
held in the village hall on Saturday 12th May, from 10am. Any donations of plants, 
and also sellable garden items, are particularly welcome.  
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
  

mailto:eardislandcfair@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 
By now, most people will be aware of the nationwide Poppy of Honour 2018 
(www.poppyofhonour2018.org.uk) memorial commissioning. 
 
We are asking for those who might be in support of Poppy of Honour to join 
together on Saturday, 7th April at the Village Hall. Our task will be to write in the 
names and details of First World War Fallen and Missing on as many poppies as 
we can over the period 10 a.m. to midday.  Leigh Larkin has made arrangements 
to procure one thousand poppies and so the more people we can gather, the 
more able they will be to have a break and enjoy tea and biscuits!  The aims of 
our memorial walks’ project and Poppy of Honour converge, but they are 
separate entities so please support Poppy of Honour as such in any case.  
 
Most of our walks are waymarked with guides available. A gentle 6-miler is Harry 
Smith’s  Walk 4. 
 
Pte Harry Smith was born in Orchard Cottage. His father was a joiner and Harry 
became one too; it follows that he will have done quite a bit of work around the 
village. Harry was killed in action around the 8th August 1918 during an operation 
to gain and hold ground east of the Lys Salient in Flanders. He was 33 and left a 
wife and small children.  
 
Like all memorial walks, Harry’s begins and ends at the War Memorial. It shares a 
stretch from Lyme Lane to Shobdon with Pte Thomas Cook’s walk as you’ll note 
on the waymarks. It swings off left just after the Bateman Arms in Shobdon (see 
the Public Footpath finger post) and passes through Shobdon Aerodrome.  You 
can pick up the bridleway on the south side of the aerodrome and return to the 
village via Broom Farm and Broom Lane.  Feel free to pick up a guide in the 
village shop, Rita’s or the Caravan Park, and feel even freer to pay 50p for the 
collectable number 4 in the series, in the confident expectation that your 50p will 
pay for further guides’ production and success of the project. 
 
Visit us at EardislandMemorialWalks.org.uk and email (tap ‘contact’) if you need 
to say something or want to help - in particular with information about our 13 
lads - or if someone in your family served in the First World War. 
 

Hugh Vernon 
 
 

 

http://www.poppyofhonour2018.org.uk/
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The Village Hall 
Saturday 1st  September 

2018 
2.00 – 4.30 pm 

 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 
 
 

  £1 admission charge for adults 

 

Children free 
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Section  A    COOKERY 
 
1 A lemon drizzle traybake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade jam 
3 A jar of homemade marmalade 
4 A jar of homemade chutney 
5 6 biscuits (same type, please specify) 
6 3 scones (same type- please specify) 
7 A dessert for two (please specify) 
 

Section  B    WINE 
 
8 Sloe gin 
9 A flavoured spirit 
10 A non-alcoholic drink 
 

Section C   FLORAL ART 
No artificial fruit or flowers.   
 
11 A harvest basket (max 45cm x 45cm)  
12 5 flower heads floating in water 

 
Section D    CRAFT 
 
13 An animal (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, paper) 
14 A bookmark 
15 A bag or basket (any material) 
 
 

Section E    HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
16       A yellow rose (Megan Lloyd Trophy) 
17 Roses (3 flowers, any variety) 
18 Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour) 
19 ‘My pride and joy’ (a single flower head) 
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 HORTICULTURE- Division 2 

 
20 3 cooking apples (Leslie Evans prize) 
21 3 tomatoes 
22 A display of garden vegetables (any size) 
23 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug) 
24 ‘My pride and joy’ (1 item of produce) 
 

Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
 
25 Winter in Eardisland (winning entry, as decided by public vote, will be 

used for the Eardisland Christmas Card 2018) 
26 Wild and Wonderful 
27 A black and white photograph 
28 A photograph with a caption 
 

Section G   ART 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are 
acceptable 
 
29 A painted pebble 
30 Trees 
31 ‘My pride and joy’  (1 piece of art, any medium) 
 

Section H     JUST FOR A LAUGH… (entries free and open to all ages) 
 
32 Vegetable animal 
33 Limerick beginning, “As I walked past the Eardisland Oak” 
34 Heaviest potatoes- 16 and over 
35 Heaviest potatoes- under 16s  
(Potato classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seed potatoes and details of 
how to enter will be in the Village Shop). 
36 ‘My embarrassing family’ (under 16 photograph) 
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Section I       CHILDREN 
Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into 
consideration by the judges. 
 
Children under 5 
37 A bookmark 
38 A clay Christmas decoration 
39 A painted pebble 
40 A garden on a plate (max 30 x 30cm) 
 
Children 5-10  
 
41 A bookmark 
42 A clay Christmas decoration 
43 A painted pebble 
44 A garden on a plate (max 30 x 30 cm) 
 
 
Children 11-15 
45 A bookmark 
46 A clay Christmas decoration 
47 A painted pebble 
48 A Victoria Sponge (2 eggs, filled with jam) 
 
 

 
See Entry Form for details of how to enter 

Entry Forms available from the Village Shop, Parish 
Magazine or Parish Website from July 

Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter 
free of charge in the Children's Sections but fee payable in 

adult section. 
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TREE WARDEN 

Could you find a home for a black poplar tree (or 2 or 3)? 
According to the Forestry Commission the black poplar is the most endangered 
native timber tree in Britain. It has suffered severe declines and it is estimated 
that only 8,000 now exist in the UK, with only 400 being female. Many of our 
native black poplars are getting old and without a concerted effort to protect 
existing trees, to plant saplings and to restore habitats to enable natural 
reproduction, black poplars could soon become extinct in the UK.  
 
We have been offered some black poplar truncheons for our parish.  These 
truncheons are  large cuttings approximately 2m long with the bottom third 
going in the ground. These are taken from trees which have been identified as on 
the Herefordshire list of true Native Black Poplars. (Ideally cuttings should be 
taken from local trees to preserve any local genetics.) 
They grow best in boggy conditions, alongside ditches or on floodplains - an old 
name for this species is ‘Water Poplar’.  A wet place with a good depth of soil is 
ideal, a dry place will likely result in a failed tree. They are not a woodland 
species and will not tolerate shade or being overgrown by other trees.  Initially 
they also need to be in an area fenced off from livestock. 
 
Historically black poplar played a significant role in local communities as the tree 
is fast growing and has many desirable properties. It can be coppiced or 
pollarded to provide a crop of wood for bean sticks, thatching spars, scaffolding 
poles and fruit baskets. Young shoots (which do not split easily) were used in 
Victorian times as clothes pegs. The wood is relatively fire resistant and was 
often used for flooring when paraffin lamps were still in use. It is naturally 
springy and was used to make cart wheels, wagon bottoms and clogs. The 
branches of mature trees grow in a natural curve and the timber could therefore 
be used to make the arched supports of timber framed buildings.  
 
The tree is also valuable for wildlife and has over 100 specialist insects associated 
with it. Moth species include the hornet moth, wood leopard moth and poplar 
hawk moth. The catkins provide an early source of pollen and nectar for bees and 
the seeds are enjoyed by finches. The rare migrant butterflies the Large 
tortoiseshell and the Camberwell beauty rely upon poplar and elm species for 
their food plants. A decline in both of these tree species has resulted in these 
butterflies becoming extinct in the UK. 
If you think you have a place for one or more black poplars please let me know.  
The truncheons are free and we will help you to plant them or plant them for 
you.  There is no obligation to do anything more. 

Di Palmer 01544 388 840 
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RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

Our last ramble ended in November 1576 when we visited the capital house of 
the manor of Eardisland. 
      Another arm of the same signpost (HAS document B16/1) now directs us back 
to the reign of Queen Mary, 1553-1558, because that same document via its 
catalogue description, having mentioned that capital house (Court House Farm) 
then includes: 
      the site of the manor and all demesne lands, profits, commodities, 
emoluments and hereditaments with their aoppurtenants belonging to the site or 
used or occupied with it, now in tenure of one John Wever, gent, by lease made 
by Queen Mary for a period yet enduring. 
      After briefly sampling the other Marian footpaths, 1553-1558, the origin of 
John Wever’s lease emerges a little over half way along footpath 1557. 
      HAS document CF50/92 records: 
      Ereslane. A grant to John Wever of the site of the Manor of Ereslane Co Heref 
with all lands parcel of the Manor afsd late parcel of the lands of the Earl of 
March for the term of 30 years under the yearly rent of £5-0-0.  Dated 27 July. 
4&5 Phil & M. 
      And so, at the time of the November 1576 sale to William Whittington, John 
Wever’s lease still had ten and a half years to run, expiring on 27th July 1587. 
      What can be said of the parish of Eardisland in 1587? 
      All four of the early manors, Burton, Hinton, Twyford and Eardisland itself 
were still subject to separate administration. Court Rolls for Burton, Hinton and        
Eardisland are extant, either at that particular date, or more recently. Those for 
Twyford are not known to me, but that does not mean that they do not exist at a 
source reference that I have not found. Certainly Twyford was referred to as a 
manor in a sale which included:  the manor of Twyford in the parish of Eardisland   
in 1630. 
      In 1587 the Vicar here was either Thomas Harris, referred to as such in the 
Visitation of Bishop Scory in 1581, or Thomas Cowes, who with six other persons 
signed a presentment, which probably dates to 1589. 
      The church building itself certainly existed in 1587, but with some major 
differences. If our ramble took us past it, we would notice that the tower 
extended to the full width of the nave and was topped by a spire. If we entered 
the building we would find a very different environment for worship compared to 
nowadays. To what extent the various major shifts of religious policy of the 
earlier Tudor period had permeated down to this parish is probably 
unquantifiable. Here in Eardisland it is likely to have depended upon the 
relationship between the vicar of the day and the official version put out by the 
Bishop of Hereford, whatever his underlying personal beliefs may have been. 
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      It is probable that it was late in 1587 that   John Kynnersley the elder of the 
parishe of Earsland   realized that he was suffering his final illness and made his 
Will. It is dated    the 5th day of January in the 30th year of the Raine of our 
Soveraine Lady Elizabeth   viz. 5th January 1588. 
      Our ramble through time has reached another divergence of pathways. 
Should we follow the faintly written finger-post “1587 - other specific 
information”; the much more clear one “Kynnersley family”; or the third one 
“Other years”?  I have chosen “Other Years”.  
      A short way along it two other signposts “The Future” and “Earlier Years” are 
encountered This is always a difficult choice but I have opted to go forward in 
time to 1598 via a signpost marked “1598 Four Documentary References”. 
      This leads to territory familiar to me; a Paper I have written. It covers: 
      1. An Indenture dated 15th May 1598. 
      2. A Grant of a specified tenement in Eardisland dated 16th September 1598. 
      3. A Catalogue reference which includes the leasehold of the Manor of  
          Eardisland. and 
      4. A Deed of Sale of the Manor of Eardisland. 
 
      These are preceded by comments about boundaries, to the effect that with 
two documented exceptions, there is no reason to suggest that the boundary of 
the parish in 1598 was not very much as it is today. 
      The first of these references is taken from page 168 of REEVES The Leon 
Valley. Three Herefordshire Villages. Kingsland Monkland and Eardisland. 
Phillimore & Co. Ltd. 1980. 
     In 1851Mr Smythies was active again in defence of his property. On 21 August 
he obtained the vestry’s consent to this resolution; “The portion of Long Meadow 
for which Mr Smythies, as he states, is overcharged to Eardisland, should be given 
up to Pembridge parish in lieu of a part of Wesley, which was given up to 
Eardisland in deciding the boundary line”. 
      “Mr Smythies” was James Kinnersley Smythies, Lord of the manor of 
Eardisland, son of the Reverend J.R. Smythies who had acquired the Lordship of 
the manor by marriage to Elizabeth Kindersley (In 1805?). She was the heiress of 
the previous lord, James Kinnersley, who himself had acquired the lordship of 
Eardisland by purchase in 1802. 
      The second of these references is from a Directory of 1890. However, space 
and the proximity of the editorial red pencil, make  it appropriate to hold this 
back until my contribution to the next edition of this magazine. 

 
George Alderson, gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

         
  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND: INSPIRATION FOR WRITERS AND RESEARCHERS 

 
     Among the authors who have written about Eardisland is one re-discovered 
recently by Helen Simpson whilst sorting her extensive library at Burton Court. She 
kindly showed me a slender volume of verse entitled: ‘Hereford is Heaven & other 
verses’, By Geoffrey Bright. This had been given to her by her stepfather and is 
greatly treasured. The poems were illustrated by Commander H. R. James and 
published by Batsford Ltd, 70 years ago, in 1948. Helen explained that Geoffrey 
Bright was a well known man when she was growing up in the county. He was the 
Bright, of Russell, Baldwin & Bright, the Leominster firm of estate agents and 
auctioneers. He took a great interest in local history and had a deep love for his 
county of Herefordshire. In the poem, These I love, he writes verses proclaiming 
the delights of ten local villages, including Eardisland. Of this one he says: 

Eardisland, a lovely name 
A village, lovelier still 

With river bridge and pigeon house 
Cut lawns and ancient mill 

Where swans glide on the village stream 
And rooks nest in the trees 

And in the orchards all around 
The drone of busy bees 

 
     Geoffrey Bright had fought in the First World War and was later invited to write 
of his experiences in a play entitled ‘Memories’. All funds raised from 
performances which occurred regularly in the 1930s went to the British Legion. 
Leominster Museum has a souvenir programme for a performance of the play in 
Hereford Town Hall in November 1930. In his book of poems celebrating the 
villages of Herefordshire he loved so much, Commander James provides 10 
beautiful illustrations of the places Bright describes. He was a talented artist as 
revealed in his drawings. Helen Simpson recalls that in the mid 1970s the Queen 
and Duke of Edinburgh were due to come to Herefordshire on a visit for the Royal 
Maundy Service in the Cathedral. These arrangements were placed in the hands of 

Eardisland has won many plaudits over the years as being one of the most 
beautiful villages in the Midlands.  Pevsner (in his ‘Buildings of England’ series), 
described it as “uncommonly pretty”. Its attractiveness is frequently mentioned 
by visitors, thanks to the efforts of householders who maintain their properties 
so beautifully and the team of volunteer gardeners who work hard throughout 
the year to ensure it is kept in such good order, thereby enhancing its beauty.  
Little wonder it has provided the inspiration for many local writers on a wide 
range of topics.  
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Commander James and he organised the Royal visit by arranging that the party 
should fly to Shobdon. Helen  learned later, (having seen the Royal party pass along 
the A44 close to her home), from someone in the welcoming party at Shobdon, 
that the Duke stepped out of the plane, looked around in some amazement at the 
small air port in which he found himself and said to an aide “Good heavens, where 
the bloody hell am I?”  
       Among other village poets was the mother of John Woodward, an evacuee 
family who lived in The White Swan during the war while John’s father was a pilot 
training in Shobdon. Whilst living here, his mother, Kathleen Partridge, published 
poems in the national press on a regular basis and had some produced in book 
form, as did another village writer, the late Paddy Arris. She was well known in WI 
circles, and lived in the village until her death in 2001. She famously celebrated 
one WI Conference in a short poem (of which this is an extract):   

In London, at the Albert Hall 
Every balcony and stall 

Was occupied by delegates 
From all the counties, shires and states 

Names like Eye and Eardisland 
Llanwarne, Shobdon, Foy and Willey 

And these are only just a few 
Ten thousand Institutes give voice 

To resolutions of their choice... 
 
Paddy also wrote a very entertaining book entitled, ‘Herefordshire Privies.’ This has 
been described as “funny, gruesome, vivid and crammed with outlandish 
information and a pictorial tribute to the lavatories of yesteryear..”  
     In an early edition of this parish magazine (c.1992) there was a lengthy verse 
written by an exasperated Eardisland man who worked on the highways and 
byways of Herefordshire until he retired and clearly felt hard done by.   It included 
the lines: 

“We have a little depot down by Weobley Docks 
The government is saying the country’s on the rocks 

We have time and motion men that could do another job 
They watch while we sharpen stakes and try to earn a bob 

Now when you come to 65 and your roadman days are done 
You can just potter in the garden and walk out in the sun 

Then when you think of all the jobs we did and pipes we laid 
The greatest heartache of them all is we were never overpaid..” 

 
Another verse has recently come to light written on notepaper undated, but 
headed: ‘The Cross Hotel, Eardisland Tel. 249’ (which might suggest a possible 
date). It seems there had been a complaint by an anonymous visitor (or team 
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member) which had been left pinned to a notice board in the pub. It relates to the 
fact that the Air Gun Club used The Cross Hotel (as it then was) for practice 
purposes and must have failed to provide a sufficiently good meal for a visiting 
team. It is not known what precise message was left by the mystery complainant, 
but the response in verse was: 

My dear Tom, Dick or Harry 
I’m asked with one accord, 

To thank you for the script you left 
Upon the notice board 

The Air Gun Club are sorry 
But funds are rather low 

And you can’t spend money you ain’t got 
As any Joe Soap should know 
So a cheese and pickle supper 

It’s got to be this year 
‘Til someone takes the Draw Card round 

Would you like to volunteer? 
And one more word, when writing: 

Don’t act like three blind mice 
Be brave and sign you name like me 

Yours truly: V.A. Price. 
 
     Other more recent Eardisland writers include Helen Simpson herself, a very 
successful author of cookery books (including, ‘The Burton Court Recipes: English 
Food from Herefordshire’; and most recently, ‘The Juicy Smoothie Health Bar’: 
(2016) which explains how to juice yourself to permanent good health. Her earlier 
book, ‘The Day the Trains Came’  (1997) provides the fascinating story of the arrival 
of steam trains in the county in the last half of the 19th century and the colourful 
range of characters involved. These included a bankrupt MP and a Duke’s daughter 
who was given her own private waiting room at the station in Great Malvern.  
     The late Gabriel Allington, wrote three books of historical significance whilst 
living in the village, all published between 1996-2001. They were:  ‘The Mappa 
Mundi’; ‘St Thomas of Hereford’ and ‘The History & Romance of the Herefordshire 
Marches’. Each of these was beautifully illustrated by Dominic Harbour, whose 
parents also lived in the village at the time of their publication.   
      In 2006, Leslie Evans, eminent bell ringer, musician and craftsman who lived 
most of his long life in The Brouch, in Burton Lane,  published his autobiography at 
the age of 93 (‘A Herefordshire Life’). This provided an unusual glimpse into the 
community in and round Eardisland over his lifetime and that of his family. His 
skills as a bell ringer and hanger of bells were internationally known. All proceeds 
of the sale of his book were donated by him to St. Michael’s Hospice in Hereford 
which raised over £12,000.  
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   Another villager, historian Wendy Corke, produced a short history of the village 
Dovecote, (1999) whilst living in St Mary’s Walk, which described the unique 
conservation project which saved it from dereliction and subsequently 
transformed it into a valued village shop (at a cost of £84,000). This publication has 
subsequently been updated by those involved with the Dovecote Trust (2012).  
     The most prolific contemporary village documentary researcher is George 
Alderson, who has extensive sources and references to wide-ranging historical 
research specific to Eardisland and to books which contain sections or chapters 
which are informative about aspects of its history. In addition he has placed 56 
research ‘Papers’, which he has written, on the Parish website which can be 
accessed:  (www.eardisland.org.uk). George is always pleased to discuss any issues 
arising from his work and he can be contacted via his email address: 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 
     Kathleen Freeman has published an annual calendar making use of her 
photographic skills for many years and a book ‘Herefordshire: The Spirit of 
England’s Most Rural County’ (in 2000). This contains a wonderful collection of 
outstanding views of many geographical, historical and architectural treasures of 
the County. Kathleen’s work frequently appears in an exhibition in the church. 
Another village photographer, Jane Watson, provided all the photographs which 
were included in the book about Eardisland, ‘Portrait of a Village,’ and some that 
appeared in ‘A Case Study of Burton Court and Environs’ published by the History 
& Heritage Group in 2006. Their earlier book, ‘Eardisland: an oral history’ (1995) 
was the story of the social and economic changes which had occurred in the parish 
as seen through the eyes of those who had lived through them. 
     There are no doubt other publications by Eardisland authors who have written 
on subjects other than the village itself. For example, in an entirely different field, 
that of psychology, Lorna Selfe has written about autism in childhood and those 
with extraordinary abilities which seem to be related to the condition. Commander 
Robert Simpson of Burton Court (now aged 95) will see his war diaries published 
shortly. He was present with many other ships when Japan signed the Peace Treaty 
and documents of surrender in 1945. He served on HMS Whimbrel, which is 
believed to be the only surviving Royal Navy convoy escort to see action during the 
Second World War. It is hoped the ship will return to UK in due course having been 
sold to Egypt in 1949.   
     It is little wonder that living in such a beautiful and historically interesting village 
should inspire poets, writers of verse, books of recipes, memories of lost times, 
and various types of historical and social research. Most recently, there is the 
ongoing celebration of the lives of the 13 local soldiers, who were killed in the First 
World War, with a walk dedicated to each one. All of them would have been 
familiar with features so evocatively described by Geoffrey Bright in his verse in 
1948 about this village: ‘the pigeon house’, (now the village shop), ‘the ancient mill’ 
(burnt down in 1960s) and ‘the swans gliding on the village stream’. This practical 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com


33 
 

memorial to them is being organised by Hugh Vernon & Graham Madeley. It is an 
example of how detailed research will uncover more information about these men 
of Eardisland. Among those with a commemorative village walk already associated 
with him is Warren Peter Clowes, of Burton Court. It is sad to recall that exactly 
100 years ago on 30th March 1918, he was killed in action. He was the only son of 
Colonel Peter Clowes (1853-1925) and his wife Edith (1866-1949). He was known 
by his family (and fellow soldiers) as ‘Master Pat’ and attended Wellington College 
in Berkshire. He became a Lieutenant in his father’s regiment and was killed in 
France, near Amiens, aged 20. His commanding officer, in his message of 
condolence, said of him, “No one could wish for a finer example or better end to a 
blameless life...he led his men in a most gallant way through heavy artillery fire 
and fell just before he got to the trench...Pat was the best we had..”  
     Further information about the other 12 men named on the War Memorial and 
their designated walks is in the process of development. Perhaps another 
publication will follow in due course to add to those which already celebrate our 
village.  

 
Paul Selfe 

 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 

The weather in Eardisland for January saw two named storms 
arrive, Eleanor on the 3rd bringing 60mph winds and hail in the 
early hours and Caroline on the 24th with strong winds and 
rain. The total rainfall for the month was 95mm (3.74 inches). 

Barometer pressures ranged from 29.18 to 30.06, temperatures ranged from 2 to 
12 degrees and the river went from an average of 14 inches to 48 inches on the 
21st after 23mm (.90 inches) of a mixture of rain and snow. 
The weather in February saw a change in temperatures which ranged from -2 to 
10 degrees with overnight temperatures plummeting to -5 to -6 degrees with 
light snow. The total rain fall for the month was 39mm (3.74 inches). Barometer 
pressures ranged from 29.3 to 30.06 and the river rose from 12 inches to 19 
inches on the 16th. 
The equivalent rainfall in 2017 was January 51mm (2 inches and February 70mm 
(2.75 inches ). 
Nature wise, our pair of moorhens are back visiting, and a male pheasant comes 
daily to seek out what the birds leave behind! A pair of dippers have been seen 
from time to time too. A large otter was seen here on 1st January after not 
seeing any for a while. 

 
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 

T
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WINTER SUNLIGHT LEVELS IN EARDISLAND 
 

   I have been recording light levels in Eardisland, as 
measured by the output figures from our solar PV 
panels at Lyme Lane, since we had them installed in 
October 2011. (N.B. given that the panels are 
orientated to the S.E. hence missing any direct sun 
late in the day, they cannot tell the whole story). 

 
How did the winter of 2017/18 fare? Being away for New Year visiting Helen and 
family in Mexico, I missed crucial measurements for the end of 2017, and so can 
only give comparative figures for the 3 winter months, December to the end of 
February, taken together, and for February ’18 individually.  
 
All figures below using Kilo Watt hours/day (Kwh/d) monthly averages: 
 
 2015/16  2016/17  2017/18 
Dec     1.4       2.0    missing  
Jan    2.5       2.3    missing  
Feb    5.9       3.6      6.0  
Total    9.8 `     7.9    11.2 
 
Last March I reported that, whilst December 2016 was significantly brighter than 
the previous year, January 2017 was even darker than Jan ‘16, it becoming the 
lowest January figure on my records. But even worse than that, Feb ‘17 also 
proved to be the dullest February on my records, @ 3.6, this after Feb ‘16 being 
the best @ 5.9. 
 
In contrast, February 2018, with an average daily production of 6.0, tops that for 
2016 becoming the brightest February I have yet measured. I hope you have 
noticed this, as the snowdrops certainly seemed to have done. 
 
Taking the figures for the 3 winter months together, this winter produced a 
simple total of 11.2, as noted above.  This turns out to be 10% brighter than the 
combined average of the years from 2012/13 to 2017/18. So, overall Eardisland 
has had a reasonably bright winter though it seems that January ’18 was, by 
repute, pretty gloomy. 
 
I’m sure we all look forward to March with its longer days, producing averages of 
between 6.8 – 10.6 Kwh/d to date, with bulbs bursting into flower after the cold 
snap at the beginning of the month. 

Chris Watson 
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YOUR COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

Revised Opening Hours 
 
To ease the pressure on our current volunteers, we are adjusting the opening 
hours.  
The shop will now close at 3pm on Monday to Saturday and 1pm on Sunday. 
 
It is hoped that this will only be a temporary measure until new volunteers can 
be found. 
Shifts are one hour long and there is no need to do the same shift on a regular 
basis. Just one hour a week, when you can fit it in would make a huge difference. 
 
Full support is available to anyone who would like to give it go. The till is easy to 
use and you can always ‘buddy up’ with one of the regular volunteers to start 
with. 
Please contact us via eardislandshop@gmail.com  or leave your details in your 
community shop, without obligation. 
 
The Internet is Here! 
 
Your Community Shop is now fully equipped with free ultra-Wi-Fi! Please feel 
free to bring your tablets/devises to use during your shift. 
 
We would once again like to thank all our current volunteers for their help and 
support especially during the recent bad weather. 
 
ECS Committee 
 
SNAIL RACES AND SOUP & PUD 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported these 2 fun events! 
Snail Racing proved very popular although there were a few underhand tactics at 
play during each race!  
 
The Soup & Pud went down well on a cold February evening, with a choice of 
homemade soups followed by an array of delicious desserts. A special thank you 
goes to those who provided food for the evening and especially to everyone who 
helped to clear up at the end. Many hands did indeed make light work! 
 
A great time was had by all at these events, generating nearly £680 profit for 
village hall improvements. 

mailto:eardislandshop@gmail.com
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