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The roadworks will place a raised mini roundabout in the middle of the old 
crossroads. The work is scheduled to be completed by 30th October. There was 

debate surrounding the relatively high accident rate at the crossroads. The 
visibility was good in all directions and the signage was clear. Let’s hope that this 

expensive project will solve the unexplained problem. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
For the benefit of any future historian thumbing through the yellowing pages of 
this magazine from the parish of Eardisland, the country, indeed the world, has 
suffered a pandemic. The year 2020 saw the spread of a coronavirus, specifically 
Covid-19 aka Sars-Covid-19. The effect in England was a lockdown starting in 
March with severe restrictions on movement, working and the introduction of 
‘social distancing’ (more accurately ‘physical’ distancing). At the time of writing, 
these measures have been relaxed somewhat in the hope that life and the 
economy will find the ‘new normal’, whatever that turns out to be. However, it is 
likely that the disease will be endemic, and we will face local flare-ups. 
Vaccination may be available at some point in the future, but the efficacy and 
permanence have yet to be established. Alarmingly, around 15% of UK citizens 
say they will not have it if it’s available, and roughly 30% in the USA. 
 The impact upon Eardisland has been varied. Children have just 
returned to school, having missed months of education, as have college students. 
Many people of working age have been furloughed or worked from home. 
Shopping has been disrupted. There have been endless difficulties in visiting 
relatives. And so on and on. 
 However, there has been a bright side. People have pulled together to 
assist in the basics of living. The Community Shop, for example, has provided a 
service throughout the pandemic. Share a Care volunteers have helped where 
help was needed, and numerous acts of kindness have shown what a good 
community this is. There have been similar stories across the country that show 
resilience in the face of adversity. 
 Eardisland has seen a large number of visitors, often on bikes or on foot. 
Whilst this is to be welcomed and benefits the local economy, there are the few 



3 
 

who do not abide by the usual rules of behaviour, who drop litter, leave mess 
after their dogs, open gates but don’t close them, picnic in places where they 
shouldn’t be and leave others to remove the remnants. One local farmer 
contacted me to ask that I refer to this unacceptable behaviour and I am sure 
that there are many others who would agree with condemnation. This is not 
unique to Eardisland, though. Devon and Cornwall have been flooded with 
‘staycationers’ – I know this because I went to see my sister’s family near 
Plymouth towards the end of August, and the village in which Ruth and I lived for 
a short time was crowded to the point that it was practically impossible to park 
anywhere. 
 The three hospitality businesses in Eardisland, The Cross Inn, Rita’s 
Tearooms and The White Swan have suffered badly this year, firstly from the 
floods in February and then Covid-19, which closed them down completely. But, 
to their enormous credit, all three have made every effort to rejuvenate their 
businesses and are slowly but surely recovering from the twin disasters. 
 The future is uncertain, but children are back to school and work 
practices are evolving to cope with changed circumstances. I’m sure we wish all 
young people the very best, whether they are starting or continuing their 
education. As life changes, I am confident that we will adapt to the new 
circumstances. 
 On a more prosaic level, I am very grateful to all contributors to this 
magazine and the supportive messages I have received. I have submitted 
proposed publication dates for 2021 to Eardisland Parish Council and I will 
publish the agreed dates in the November edition, all being well. The dates are 
essentially the same as 2020, allowing for calendar change. 
 For obvious reasons associated with Covid-19, there are no diary dates 
apart from the next copy date for this magazine and the Parish Council dates – 
meetings of the EPC are currently conducted by Zoom. 
 The work at Lawton Cross has started, at long last, and is destined to go 
on for weeks. Information about the timescale for road closures was sent to all 
residents. Leominster can be accessed by taking Teapot Lane to Kingsland, 
through the village (I bet Kingslanders will love this!), thence to the B4360 
towards Morrisons. Alternatively, leave the village in the Pembridge direction 
and go to Barons Cross via the A44. 
 In the meantime, thanks to all the volunteers in many capacities that 
make the village what it is. 
 
It is with very great sadness that I have just received the news that George 
Alderson has died suddenly. Our condolences go to family and friends. 
There will be an obituary in the November edition or as soon as possible. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Thursday 8th October Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm 

Thursday 12th November Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION DATE IS USUALLY A 

FORTNIGHT AFTER THE COPY DATE. 
 

 
A display of garden vegetables 
1st- The Woodcock/ Burn family                               
2nd  Mavis Tantrum 
3rd Lesley Owen 
  
Garden flowers - 3 stems, any variety 
1st Jo South 
2nd Marie Lloyd 
3rd Lesley Owen 
  
Heaviest potatoes 
1st- Flo Lewis 

 
The 2020 schedule will roll over to next year, when hopefully the show will 
resume in its traditional format. If you have a trophy from last year, please either 
hold on to it until next year or hand it back to me. Thank you for your support! 

Jo 
jo.evhmc@yahoo.com 

 

 

mailto:jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
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PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE:  
 
1. As you’ll be aware, the parish council is currently meeting virtually via Zoom 

and this is likely to continue for some time, following the advice from the 

National Association of Local Councils. We realise this means it is difficult for 

some parishioners to attend meetings, but we hope that you will bear with 

us, as we continue to work for everyone’s safety during the ongoing Covid 

situation. 

2. Over the last few weeks there have been a significant number of problems 

with over-large HGVs getting stuck and /or damaging property in Church 

Lane, trying to get round the narrow double bend. The parish council is 

arranging for a warning sign to be installed. If you live on Church Lane or 

School Lane or your property is accessed from them, please instruct anyone 

delivering to you to use only a 4-wheel vehicle. It is a householder’s 

responsibility to ensure other people’s property is not put at risk. Thank you. 

3. The parish council is very grateful for the magnificent volunteering work and 

care provided during the Covid lockdown. It showed amazing care in the 

community for residents who were at most risk and in need of help. 

We have also received a thank you card from the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Herefordshire shown below: 
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4. The PC is setting up the Management Group for the Eardisland Flood 

Response Plan (EFRP) to start the actions needed to move the Plan forward – 

before the autumn/winter and increased risk of flooding.  We hope that lots 

of parishioners will be willing to volunteer for the various roles within the 

Plan and take an active part in the parish flood response. We need residents 

who do not have major flood issues themselves and who are fit and able to 

undertake physical jobs to help those who are vulnerable e.g. lifting furniture, 

cleaning out after flooding, etc. Please join this vital parish response. Please 

contact the Parish Clerk by email parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk if you are 

able to volunteer. 

5. Could you be the Eardisland Parish Footpath Officer (PFO)? Are you 

interested in helping to keep the footpaths accessible and walkable? If you 

are interested, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

6. Can you help your community by cleaning the bus shelter every fortnight? 

Please contact the Parish Clerk for more details. 

7. The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ 

which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more 

easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of 

the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600). 

However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in 

the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in 

this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part, so far 

only 5 households have said they are interested. 

8. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk.  

9. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. Please contact the Clerk if 

you wish your name and data to be removed from the list for news alerts.  

10. The following planning applications have been considered or noted since 

March: P200490/PA7, Court House Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Prior 

notification for proposed agricultural building and subsequent full application 

– Objected – Refused.  P200524/PA7, Lower Burton Farm, Lower Burton, HR6 

9DJ – Prior notification for proposed agricultural storage building with 

concrete yard – Supported. P192726/F, Stonelea Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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9AS – Propose to construct a detached storage and tractor shed – Refused. 

P201020/PA7, 1 Pinsley Bungalows, Shobdon Airfield, HR6 9NR – Prior 

notification of agricultural or forestry development - proposed building – 

Supported – Prior approval required (Full application to be submitted). 

P200951/L, Arrow Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BT – Propose to replace 5 no. 

Crittall type metal windows, to renew 2 no. painted timber windows, to carry 

out substantial repair to timber frame, to renew 7 no. infill panels, to reclad 

roof to original cottage, to remove redundant flue pipe – Supported – 

Approved with conditions. P200993/FH and P200994/L, Riversdale, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Proposed garden room – Supported – Approved. 

P194070/F, Moat Cottage, School Lane, Eardisland, HR6 9BP – Proposed 

replacement dwelling and garage – Approved with conditions. P201273/K, 

Arrow Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BT – Remove 1 Yew tree to enable the 

installation of a new water treatment plant within the boundary of the 

property. A new tree will be planted on completion of works; species to be 

confirmed – Supported – Works allowed. P201284/FH, Heybridge Farm, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Proposed extension – Supported – Approved with 

conditions. P201042/FH, Bramlyn, Eardisland, HR6 9AR – Proposed 

modifications to existing house and extensions to house. New garage – 

Supported – Approved with conditions. P201400/V, The Cart Shed, Lyme 

Farm, HR6 9BG – Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for a 

Proposed use - for the change of use from Class C3(a) to Class C3(b) – 

Supported – Approved. P201529/FH, The Granary, Lynch Court, Eardisland, 

HR6 9AR – Proposed new oak framed garage – Supported – Approved with 

conditions. P201651/F, Arrowbank Caravan Park, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – 

Proposed variation of condition 1 of planning permission DCNW2005/3093/F 

(Removal of Condition 9 attached to appeal decision planning ref: 94/0672/C 

and 95/0053/C. Siting of caravans) to facilitate a better site layout –  

Commented. P201945/K, Broomlane Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Norway 

Spruce (1) – fell as dying. Yew (2) – fell as too close to house – Commented. P 

190283/F, Hardwick House, Pembridge – Change of use of building from 

domestic ancillary to a venue for business and leisure uses – Approved with 

conditions. P202201/K, Wellcote, Church Road, Eardisland, HR6 9BP – Two 

Field Maple trees T1 and T3 seeking crown reduction of 30% – Supported. 

P202221/F, Stonelea Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9AS – Proposed construction 

of a detached storage and tractor shed – Supported and commented. 
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For details of comments made on applications – please contact the Clerk. 
11. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the 

magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice 

boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
 
Dr Gray retired at the end of June and is enjoying retirement sailing and learning 
to play the guitar. Dr Kemp has now become a partner. Gene Clark Practice 
Manager retires at the end of September but is staying on part-time as Data 
Manager. Fiona Harper has been appointed as the the new Practice Manager and 
starts on 1st October. The Practice now has a Facebook page, for anyone wishing 
to look. 

A recent Patient Satisfaction Survey has now been published and 
Mortimer Medical Practice came third in Herefordshire and was in the top 10% in 
the country. 

Some patients have expressed concerns over face to face appointments. 
The Practice does have daily face to face slots but current guidelines state that all 
must be telephone triaged before booking, so can only be booked by the doctors. 
 Patients who are eligible for seasonal flu vaccination will be receiving a 
letter soon explaining how clinics are going to be run this year. Vaccination is 
now to be offered to people aged 50-64 but no details of this service have been 
received to date. 

No ordering of any medications/ prescriptions will be able to be made 
via telephone from 1st September 2020 as there is evidence telephone orders 
are unsafe. All medications/prescriptions can be ordered using the Practice 
Advance ordering scheme or EMIS Access which needs internet access and a 
password. Patients need to contact the surgery for details. For Advance ordering, 
this can be done on collecting medication - just order the next month’s 
medication while at the dispensary. 

Our next PPG meeting is in October if anyone has any concerns or 
issues, they would like me to raise please contact me.  

Diane Lee  
Tel:  01544 387685 

 
The message that follows came in after the above was written: 
Please note that people in the 50-64-year old age group will not be vaccinated 
until November and December, providing there is sufficient vaccine, and no 
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appointments will be offered for this age group until then. This is to ensure that 
those who are most at risk are vaccinated first.  If you are 50-64 and you are in 
one of the other groups which is eligible for the flu vaccination, for example you 
have a health condition which puts you at risk from the flu, you will be invited 
earlier. 
 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Editor, 
 
Able Community Care is a Norfolk home care company which was established in 
1980 and now provides care 24/7 throughout the UK and beyond. 
 We continually read news/articles flagging up the activities of Doorstep 
Criminals: fraudulent roofers, gardeners, service officials and other non-genuine 
visitors who target older people. Over the years we have also had first-hand 
evidence from our own clients and carers. 
 As a company we have decided to see if we can help prevent this on a 
small scale and so we have had the Door Safety Sticker (attached) to give away to 
older people. To date we have sent out 60,000 upon request, since February 
2019.  
 If you think your older readers may like to have one, please ask them to 
either ring us on 01603 764567 or email to info@ablecommunitycare.com. 
 We will not keep their details other than to send out the door sticker to 
them. 

Best wishes, 
Angela Gifford CEO 

 

 

mailto:info@ablecommunitycare.com
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TREE WARDEN NEWS 
 
The talk by Jon Stokes, of The Tree Council, has had to be postponed again and is 
now scheduled for near the end of March.  Meanwhile I am available to help with 
advice, planning, sourcing etc. for anyone considering planting a tree/trees.  

Honeybees have had a difficult time this year as particular trees with 
blossom would have provided nectar and pollen for them.  If you prefer 
something smaller there are some very beneficial native shrubs such as the 
Guelder Rose which has beautiful flowers and berries. 

We are always happy to show people round our field to give ideas on 
tree planting, sowing a wildflower meadow and creating ponds.  You are 
welcome to come and visit, even if you don’t intend to do something similar but 
would just like to come and see what is happening. 

Three “leaky dams” have just been built using the trunks of some alders 
that needed coppicing.  It only took a day for a contractor with a mini digger.  
Leaky dams are designed to reduce flood peaks by temporarily holding back 
water giving it more time to sink into the ground rather than running straight into 
rivers. They may be of interest as a partial solution to Eardisland’s flood 
problems. They are suited to smaller watercourses and, as each dam only holds 
back a relatively small volume of water, they work best where a series of them 
are placed along a stretch of stream. Again, if you would like to view them please 
email dpalmer5k@hotmail.com or give me a call on 01544 388840. 

Di Palmer   
IN PRAISE OF . . . 
 
The E-Team. Despite these difficult times, the group of hardy volunteers has kept 
the village neat and tidy. Even in poor weather they can be seen weeding, 
trimming and planting. And it does make a big difference to have the borders 
looking well kempt. I met some visitors recently who were staying at Arrow Bank 
Country Holiday Park and they were very impressed by the appearance of the 
village, the shop, Rita’s Tearooms (which is in the garden at the moment) and the 
pubs. They said that they would certainly come again and applauded the efforts 
that the businesses and community have made over the recent months. 
 The holiday park has been a real boon to the community over the many 
years now and it’s very pleasant to hear expressions of appreciation for what we, 
as residents, all too readily take for granted. 
 I might add that the recreation ground, with the various facilities for our 
younger visitors is a great hit too, as I discovered when my nephew arrived with 
his brood. 

Ed. 
  

mailto:dpalmer5k@hotmail.com
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Job Vacancy 
Salary – Nil 

Promotion Prospects – Nil 
Job Satisfaction – 100% 
Colleagues – Charming 

EVHMC need a BOOKINGS OFFICER. The current one will not continue in post and 
has served the village hall for many years. The rest of the committee are fully 
stretched and cannot take on another task. 

The job is not a huge one and it would not be necessary to join the 
committee (although you would be more than welcome!). There is an EVHMC 
mobile phone and laptop to keep your own computer free of EVHMC data and an 
EVHMC e mail address would be assigned to you. What does the job involve? 
Most of our bookings are regular and on-going, occasional one-off bookings 
occur. The booking paperwork is usually forwarded and returned by e-mail: very 
rarely a hard copy might need to be sent. Payment is dealt with by our 
bookkeeper; the bookings officer liaises as appropriate.  If you think you might be 
able to help contact carolemillin.evhmc@yahoo.com for a more detailed 
discussion.  

Well, what other news is there except this dratted Covid19 and the 
complications, worry and heartache it has wrought? EVHMC has taken advice 
from government sources and ACRE (Action With Communities In Rural England) 
and followed all guidelines given. We have put in place measures at the hall to 
keep it as sanitised and safe as is possible in a building of its type. All hirers have 
additional conditions to help them support their events and protect their 
participants. We have an automatic hand sanitiser at each external door in 
regular use. All rooms and toilet cubicles have sanitising spray and paper wipes. 
Hand sanitising pumps are available, and guideline two metre markers are on the 
floor. The hall is as safe as it can be as long as everyone remembers social 
distancing and uses Track and Trace through their event organiser. 
 Naturally, there are no plans for EVHMC village hall events at the 
moment. The type of event we run cannot really be managed effectively with 
social distancing in place. The much loved and long-standing Duck Race, the 
village show and our craft workshops have all had to be postponed until further 
notice. At the moment the regular New Year’s Eve Party is not planned to take 
place. We hope that 2021 will see a return to these events and more; if for no 
other reason that we need to raise funds, our outgoings continue but our income 
has been nil! 
 Let us all look forward to happier and more secure days.  
 

Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
Registered Charity 1108366 

mailto:carolemillin.evhmc@yahoo.com
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 

During the recent lockdown Eardisland Shop continued to 
provide a local service. For an hour every day of every 
week residents were able to phone through their grocery 
needs. Some were collected at the shop, but the majority 
were delivered to their doors within the next hour. 
Newspapers were also supplied daily to anyone who 
ordered them. These services were provided by a large 
team of willing volunteers who sought to help the most 
vulnerable and limit the time local people had to expose 
themselves to risk by leaving their homes.  

Eardisland Shop Committee would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all 
those public spirited volunteers who so kindly gave their help through the 
lockdown. Altogether over 500 grocery orders were prepared, 300 of which were 
delivered.  Over 40 households ordered regular newspapers.  Every volunteer 
responded willingly and good naturedly to all requests for their time and efforts 
and every volunteer deserves the thanks of our community.  

The shop now opens every day from 8.00 until 11.00 am with 
appropriate safeguarding measures in place. Again it is thanks to volunteers that 
this service can be provided.  

We are hoping to extend these hours over the coming weeks and would 
be grateful if anyone who wants to volunteer would let us know by leaving your 
name and contact details in the shop.  
Best wishes to all, 

Eardisland Shop Committee  
 
SHARE A CARE 
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The Share a Care coordinators would also like personally to add their thanks to 
everyone who played a part in keeping our village shop running and supporting 
those who are vulnerable. Individual volunteers are too numerous to mention by 
name, but you know who you are! 

A special thank you goes out to the village shop Committee and all those 
who helped with supplying groceries. This was a vital support during these 
unprecedented times. Through a great and amazing support network, the shop 
was able to take orders for staple goods and newspapers and deliver them to 
those who were unable to collect for themselves. This would not have been 
possible without those who took telephone orders, put together parcels and 
those who delivered them. Thank you! 

When a request was put to you all for those who were willing and able 
to help in any way, we were inundated with offers! 
 There was a group of volunteers collecting prescriptions from all three 
local pharmacies, and again, delivered these to those who were unable to collect 
them themselves. 
 We had volunteers who did shopping for the vulnerable and kept in 
touch with them to ensure they had everything they needed. Thank you! 
 Our list of volunteers grew weekly, and although some of them weren't 
actually needed, it was wonderful to see how everyone pulled together in a crisis. 
Once again ...Thank you! 

The Share A Care Coordinators 
 

KINGSLAND C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
For many years now, some of 
Eardisland’s children have attended 
Kingsland Primary School. It had, 
and has, a deservedly high 
reputation and is regarded by 
OFSTED as ‘Outstanding’. There was 
an inspection earlier in the year that 
judged the school still to be 
‘Outstanding’. The publication of 
the report from OFSTED was 
delayed by Covid-19, as so much 
else. The Head, Stewart Debenham, 
wrote to current parents in April of 
this year explaining the background 

to the report and a summary of the 
contents. If, as a parent, you did not 
receive the letter, please let me 
know and I will email a copy. I 
thought you would be interested in 
the report which is now publicly 
available and consequently I have 
printed this in full on the following 
three pages. 
 I hope you will agree that 
this represents a fine achievement 
by the head, staff,  governors and, 
of course, pupils. 

Ed.
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EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
When the last Parish Magazine was produced, I wrote with great optimism of the 
new programme for 2020, little did any of us know what was about to 
happen.  In February we had a wonderful session on aromatherapy, making up 
hand creams and learning of some practical use for Aromatherapy Oils. We also 
conducted the usual WI business and voted on resolutions for the national 
organisation to focus on for 2020.  Then Lockdown happened and we had to 
cancel all our meetings as the members, many still recovering from the floods, 
began shielding. 

Over the months the WI Presidents, Rita Kirby and Wendy Priday, kept 
in touch with members through weekly calls, regular emails were sent, and a few 
Zoom meetings were held with the Herefordshire WI organisation.  As the 
weather improved and we were released from our homes into open areas, we 
enjoyed socially distanced coffee mornings in a number of the gardens, this was a 
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wonderful chance to catch up and look after each other and help to break the 
monotony of lockdown. 

At a national level, the resolutions were passed to lobby on the “End of 
Modern Slavery” and to “Increase Stem Cell Donation” which continues to show 
the wide reach of the organisation. At regional level zoom meetings were held to 
introduce the new County Chair of Herefordshire WI. 

More locally some of our members enjoyed a taster golf session at 
Kington Golf Club and one or two may well continue with a few lessons and we 
will continue to enjoy coffee and a chat in the fresh air weather permitting over 
the coming months.   

The WI magazines are now being produced again and our membership is 
being extended until March 2021. However, we are unlikely to meet again 
formally until the New Year when we will arrange a new programme, social 
distancing permitting. Our members are missing the formal meetings; however, 
we will continue to meet informally and in the new year change the schedule to 
afternoon meetings and new members will be welcome to come and try a 
session. 

Please do not hesitate to contact any of the Committee if you wish to 
join us or have any issues you wish to raise. 
 
Joint Presidents:  Rita Kirby & Wendy Priday 
Treasurer:  Liz Lever 
Joint Secretary:  Diane Lee & Helen Kirkham 
 
EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 
From the outset, Eardisland Memorial Walks’ aims included those common to all 
Public Rights of Way in terms of promoting health and fitness. Conviviality, 
through walking with others, can be a great uplifter of the mental state and these 
factors will have played into our own dealing with some of the pandemic’s 
effects.  (This might be an assumption: it’s difficult to gauge the numbers of users 
attracted to the project’s 13 Walks since March, but it’s now time to look on the 
bright side so there we have it!) 
 Plans to commemorate Pte John Herbert Davies and Pte Rudolph Morris 
this summer had to be put on hold and remain so due to coronavirus restrictions. 
Their memorial gates are in Lower Burton and the village centre respectively. 
John, better known as Herbert, was fighting with the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force and was killed in action in June 1916, near Ypres. Rudolph Morris lived at 
the Manor House and joined The Cheshire Regiment. He fought in Palestine and 
France, where he was killed by friendly fire in August 1918. More information can 
be found on www.EardislandMemorialWalks.org.uk, or better still, buy a 

http://www.eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk/
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brochure from the Community Shop.  John Davies’s Walk is 12 miles long with a 
bike option; Rudolph Morris’s Walk just a half-mile stroll around the village. 
 With many crops gathered in, this is the best time to enjoy the autumn 
sunshine and explore the outlying depths of the parish, extending even further in 
all directions!  The project remains grateful to farmers and landowners who keep 
the Walks safe and clear. Please enjoy the experiences on offer and follow the 
Country Code – annotated on the brochure.  

Hugh Vernon 
 

NEW CURATE-DESIGNATE 
 
Hello, let me introduce myself. I am Katie (Katriona) Smith, the new curate-
designate for the Mortimer’s Cross Churches. I was licensed as a Lay Worker 
(LLW) on the 5th July at the Cathedral. This was a very special time accompanied 
by my husband, Clin and Julie, who will be my training incumbent. I have lived in 
Kingsland for many years but here are 5 things you may not know about me: 
 

1. I was born in Ayr on the west coast of Scotland and was baptised by my 

grandfather, a Church of Scotland minister. My great grandfather and 

great uncle were also Church of Scotland ministers. 

2. I have been married to Colin for 32 years. We first met at Police Training 

College at Bruche in Warrington. 

3. My interests include the creative arts: I am a painter working in multi- 

media collage and acrylic as well as doing pastel portraits and textile art. 

I have been known to combine all of the above! 

4. Over the years I have taken part in many sports including fencing and 

karate. 

5. Last but not least… at the end of every year I make a list of “things I 

would like to have a go at next year!” (not a bucket list). This year’s list 

included things like: knit socks (haven’t managed that yet) and grow 

something to eat and eat it, which I have done. 

You may well see me around in Eardisland on a Sunday in church or on 
Thursdays, which is the day I work. Please do introduce yourself to me and 
perhaps I can find out 5 things about you that I don't already know. 
 

Katie Smith 
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CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@hotmail.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwarden   Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com  
Sacristan                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
Lay Co-Chair:                     Richard Kirby      01544 388810  
Treasurer:        Mike Coleburn       01544 388486 
Organist:          Annette Blyth      01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:  Avis Denny                 01568 780874 
 
SERVICES AND EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
 
6th Sept 9.30am Holy Communion  
 
13th Sept 9.30am Holy Communion 
 
20th Sept 9.30am Morning Prayer 
 
27th September ORDINATION DAY FOR KATIE SMITH. We will be supporting her 
by the following: 
 
10.30am Benefice Morning Prayer at Kingsland, 5.15pm Livestreamed service 
from the Cathedral (More information on your village website nearer the time) 
8pm Compline and Hot Chocolate Welcome back to the Benefice at Kingsland 
 
4th Oct 9.30am Holy Communion 
 
11th Oct 3.30pm Harvest Festival followed by Afternoon Tea 
 
MONDAY 12th October at 5pm ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING and 
election of Churchwardens, postponed from April. All are welcome 
 
18th Oct 9.30am Morning Prayer 
 
25th Oct 9.30am Holy Communion 
 
 

mailto:rev.julie@hotmail.com
mailto:leverfamily360@hotmail.com
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FROM JULIE READ 
 

In the last few days, the schools have gone back after 6 months of home 
education and in-school teaching for key workers’ children and later on selected 
classes. For all of us we are expected to resume life in the outside world with 
new regulations designed to keep us safe and restricted access to services and 
each other. I find it myself after this time not at ease with myself as I grapple 
with the world at large at this time. Unease, disease are all linked and I find my 
frustrations coming out in strange ways.  

Jesus summed up the most important things in life as “Loving God with 
all we have and Loving our neighbour as ourself”. Somehow in doing something 
for someone else we can find a peace. I have been teasing people out from their 
isolation, knowing that engagement with others in a safe way is important to us 
all as people, so please join with me in making sure no one is alone and helping 
them to engage with others and the joy that brings to be loved and to love. Jesus 
told a story, well a parable, about a farmer and his 100 sheep, who each night 
brought them in from the pasture to a safe place for the night, and on the 
occasion he found that one was missing he didn’t say “Oh well, 99 is not bad, that 
will do”. He left the 99 and went off in search of the one missing and when he 
found it, he laid it on his shoulders and brought it home rejoicing. Parables say 
something about God and I think this one is saying that God will never give up on 
any one of us, he goes out looking for the lost and will always be happy when 
they are found and brought home. God’s love never gives up. 

The church will always welcome those who want to come and find out 
about the things of God. We have a bigger team as Katie is to be ordained on the 
27th September (you can read about her in a separate article) and Peter 
Greenfield has joined us as a Pastoral Assistant as he explores his vocation during 
this next year, and Michael Denny is upfront again after the older clergy were 
asked to remain safe during the lockdown. The ordination service will be in the 
cathedral with only 30 people present so I’m making the day as special as we can 
with a service of Morning Prayer in Kingsland for us all at 10.30am before 
watching the service on line at 5.15pm and then hopefully a good welcome as 
she comes back to the benefice with Compine and Hot Chocolate at 8pm in 
Kingsland with a big round of applause and flowers. Please help us celebrate this 
day in the life of the church as it is not very often that one of our own is 
ordained!! 

It is good to hear the bells ringing again (only 4 out of the 8 bells) and a 
resurgence in hand bell ringing as an easier way of ringing during these times. 
The choir is also allowed to sing again in church as from last week and so it will be 
good to have live music again. If you would like to sing rather than listen, do 
speak to Annette and you can join the choir!  
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Harvest is happening on Sunday 11th October at 3.30pm with an 
“Afternoon tea in a box” refreshment after the service.  I do hope you will come 
and fill the church in a socially distanced way for this occasion as many have 
planted and nurtured and harvested flowers and vegetables and this will be a 
good way of saying thank you to God for the abundance and beauty of the world. 
We will be collecting tins and long-life food for the food bank and if you have 
anything you can contribute, please leave it in the church the week before 11th. 

 On Monday 12th October at 5pm I give notice of the Annual Church 
Meeting for the election of churchwardens and annual review. This has been 
postponed from April, for obvious reasons, and we now have to complete all the 
business before the end of October. Do come along, all are welcome.  

Please get in touch if you need a visit or a conversation – it is more 
difficult to know who needs what in these socially distanced times.  

Every blessing 
Julie 

EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

As the editor has no doubt commented, this has 
been a very strange year and particularly so for 
our group. The team managed one or two 
Thursday morning sessions in February and early 
March before the government lockdown came. 
With winter being so wet the gardens were 
looking in need of a little more than tender 
loving care, with the hundreds of violas planted 
in the autumn almost buried in the soaking soil 
and looking very sorry for themselves. However, 
nature has remarkable recovery powers and 

within a couple of months they were putting on a marvellous show of colour, 
together with the magnificent tulips and daffodils.  

The decision to introduce more perennials, particularly in the Manor 
House border, really paid off, with a spectacular show throughout spring. Next 
year should prove to be even better, with the plants maturing.  

Sadly, lockdown meant we lost the planned Gardeners’ Question Time, 
our annual plant sale and the craft fair, which was planned for October. Our 
group is in the fortunate position to be able suffer the financial loss, but for 
others the hardship will be much worse. Those who had reserved a stall for the 
fair have been informed they will have first option in 2021. Let’s hope by then 
then a vaccine will have been found and we’re living our lives a little more 
normally. 
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Our planned work for the year has obviously been affected, with just routine 
weeding, edging and strimming being carried out, although the planters at the 
eastern end of the village have been replaced. Our thanks to Sue and Ross Risdon 
for ensuring the geraniums were watered in periods of drought. 
 October will see us adding even more bulbs to the borders but with 
limited numbers of volunteers due to shielding we could do with a little help. If 
you’re free on a Thursday morning around 10am and would like to help out, we’d 
love to see you. 

Phil Milchard   Chris Watson 
 
ANOTHER AUTHOR WITH EARDISLAND CONNECTIONS 
 
     There have been many authors in our parish over the years whose work has 
been of value and importance. The books produced cover a range of fascinating 
topics and include the story of the first trains to run  in the county;  the history of 
the Mappa Mundi; the unusual case of an exceptionally artistically talented but 
highly autistic child; the story of Herefordshire privies; a number of wonderful 
cookery books and guides to healthy living; wartime diaries  and guides as to the 
names on the men on the war memorial as well as books of photographs and 
histories of the parish. There have been books of poetry and verse, some of 
which are dedicated to our village; there has been  an autobiography of one 
eminent villager (of international renown) whose work in the parish included his 
story of repairing the bells of our church (and that of many others throughout the 
country) and  developing the skills of bell ringers over generations. Now we have 
another to add to this long list.  
     The author of a recently published book, ‘The Long Walk to Nowhere’ is Allan 
Munn. Many parishioners will recall that he lived with his family in the village 
from the early 2000s to 2006 when they left to set up new businesses in other 
parts of the country and subsequently in France. The book is an analysis of the 
developments in Zimbabwe from the time of the Unilateral Declaration of 
Independence (UDI) in the 1970s to the present. Allan Munn and his son Alistair 
set up the Dancing Tree Farm Shop where they had a tearoom and various 
shopping services for the community and visitors. In the agricultural traditions of 
the parish it provided freshly grown produce. It has subsequently been replaced 
by The Posh Shed Company in Little Orchard Farm. Allan was an excellent 
cricketer (a wonderful wicket keeper) and he captained the village side for a 
season or two, in which Alastair also played, bowling leg and off breaks and was a 
useful lower order batsman. Allan was also a keen member of the village band 
and a good guitarist.  
     Allan’s recently published book relates to his own experiences in Rhodesia 
before it became Zimbabwe and provides a very interesting account of the 
events leading up to Independence and the formation of the new country. He 
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was born and raised in what was then Rhodesia in a family which had lived there 
for five generations. His forebears had originated in Scotland. It is apparent from 
his descriptions of his life  and that of family and friends in that country that his 
many years in Africa provide him with deep  insights and understandings of the 
African life style; he clearly has a concern for nature, the environment and the 
values of community.  
     He describes how in 1971 he founded a publishing company which became 
extremely successful. At this time there were developments in which the black 
majority population first began to seek independence. There was great unrest 
which concerned him, such that Allan founded a pressure group (‘The September 
Declaration’) that favoured a negotiated settlement with the then PM Ian Smith. 
To achieve this Allan worked with the British and American governments and 
white and black political leaders. However, change was slow to come, when it did 
Allan helped form an opposition party critical of the ways in which Mugabe was 
taking the country. In the course of this he helped found bodies to deal with 
drought and other problems then arising. He describes how the country suffered 
major economic problems. There was national hyperinflation and the collapse of 
Zimbabwe’s national infrastructure. His business interests came under threat and 
he decided to leave and settle in Britain, unable to achieve any further influence 
on the direction in which things were moving.  In his account Allan notes the 
major problems still facing many African countries. He describes powerful leaders 
who in his view are taking their populations on what he describes as ‘a long road 
to nowhere’. (This being a direct reference to the famous work of Nelson 
Mandela who described how the end of apartheid in South Africa was taking the 
country on ‘the long road to freedom’). 
     It is Allan’s thesis that various of the world’s superpowers are taking 
advantage of the political problems affecting countries such as Zimbabwe, whilst 
“they hide behind post-colonial guilt syndromes.” For Allan, these manifest 
themselves in discussions about, for example, whether or not to remove statues 
which celebrate the lives of an imperialist such as Rhodes.  It is apparent that this 
is a story Allan felt obliged to tell, of a journey down what he sees as a mistaken 
path. He believes there are many misunderstandings held by western powers 
since the long walk to freedom has gone, he says, very wrong. For Allan, the road 
to freedom is a misnomer and he thinks that western powers who once 
controlled most of the wealthy countries of Africa have turned a blind eye to the 
ways in which they are now being governed.  
     It is interesting to consider that it was Conservative PM Harold Macmillan who 
in 1960 first described the ‘wind of change blowing through Africa’ and who drew 
attention to the impending changes. He was addressing the South African 
Parliament in Cape Town during his tour of African Commonwealth states. It was 
a watershed moment in the struggle for black nationalism in Africa and the 
independence movement across the continent. It also signalled a change in 
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attitude towards the apartheid regime in South Africa and a warning to those still 
controlled by white politicians in other countries in which there was a majority 
black population without access to power. Macmillan acknowledged that the 
majority black people in Africa were, quite rightly, claiming the right to rule 
themselves, and suggested that it was a responsibility of the British government 
to promote the creation of societies in which the rights of all individuals were 
upheld. He said, famously, “The wind of change is blowing through this [African] 
continent, and whether we like it or not, this growth of national consciousness is 
a political fact. We must all accept it as a fact, and our national policies must take 
account of it."   Macmillan went on to state that the greatest issue for the 
twentieth century would be how newly independent countries in Africa would 
become politically aligned. In effect, which side of the then cold war African 
countries would support. It was the first public statement of Britain's 
acknowledgment of black nationalist movements in Africa, and that its colonies 
would have to be given independence under majority rule, including Rhodesia. It 
also indicated Britain's growing concerns over the application of apartheid in 
South Africa. Macmillan urged South Africa to move towards racial equality, a 
goal he expressed for the whole Commonwealth. This was ultimately the view of 
Mandela and taken forward by him when released from prison.  
     The attitudes of British people (especially those interested in cricket) were 
perhaps shaped by the account of one Worcester cricketer, Basil D’Oliveira a 
black South African who defied incredible odds and came to play cricket for 
England with great success. He escaped the appalling system of apartheid to fulfil 
his sporting skills in Britain. It is a story of the conquest of racial prejudice, both 
in South Africa and in the heart of the English sporting establishment. The story 
came to its climax in the so-called D'Oliveira Affair of 1968, when John Vorster, 
the South African Prime Minister, banned the touring MCC side because of the 
inclusion of a black man. This episode marked the start of the twenty-year 
sporting isolation of South Africa that ended only with the collapse of apartheid 
itself, an event also duly having impact in Rhodesia.  
     The story told eloquently by Allan Munn is that of a journey down a long 
uncertain road that focuses on complex economic and social issues. For him, 
there is a search for clarifications of what he sees are misinformed western 
political perceptions of how and why, in his view post-colonial Africa’s long walks 
to freedom went wrong. He questions whether there are dangers arising as a 
result. Allan’s book tells the story of his life in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe in a very clear 
and interesting way, pointing out many issues of which his British readers may be 
unaware. It is understandable how someone who had made a success in business 
before independence found the new ways of living were unacceptable to him 
and his family causing them to resettle in UK. We in Eardisland benefited from his 
stay here. His village shop and café were a boon to locals and visitors; his work 
with the cricket club and village band also showed his sense of community. He 

https://www.thoughtco.com/cold-war-timeline-1221188
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and his family have been away from the village for some years and he is now 
living in France, but it is good to be reminded of them all once more in this well 
written, informative and thought-provoking book.  
 
(Long Walk to Nowhere: Published by Austin Macauley. 2020.  £12).  

Paul Selfe 

SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 
 
 Most of my research nowadays is at HARC [Herefordshire Archive and 
Records Centre] although not exclusively so. Many of the files I access are deadly 
dull, or not what I expect to see and consequently ignored. However, within 
these is the occasional gem of information, which seems to have been 
overlooked by former historians of this area. This makes a thorough approach 
worthwhile. 
 One such discovery, in December 2019, was catalogue reference HAS 
BR67/112 which turned out not to be what I had expected from the catalogue 
description. This description was “Rules on VH Committee Meetings”. The item 
itself turned out to be Minutes of Meetings towards setting up a Village Hall in 
Eardisland. All, other than the signature to the first meeting, is in the handwriting 
of the then Vicar, Reverend P.A.H.Birley. His initial heading is Eardisland Village 
Hall Committee Meetings. 
 It records that a meeting was held in the Reading Room on Thursday 
August 12th 1920 at 8p.m. Ten people attended including Reverend Birley. An 
apology for absence was recorded from Mrs Birley and it was noted that Mr T. 
Wood was away on Holiday. He was the headmaster of the school. 
 A Chairman and a Secretary were appointed and then: 
 The Chairman read some notes, prepared by Colonel Clowes, of the 
 General meeting held in the school on Tuesday, Aug: 10th. 
 These notes are also extant, at the same catalogue reference. They are 
typewritten and have on the reverse, in Colonel Clowes writing, his pencil jottings 
which he probably made at the meeting itself. The typewritten note reads: 

Village Institute 
An adjourned meeting of those interested in the above was held in the School 10th 

August 1920 at 8p.m. 
Colonel Clowes was in the chair. 
The chairman read some notes explaining what had already taken place as 
regards the site and cottage and brought forward certain suggestions for the 
consideration of the Meeting. 
Mr Brook then spoke on the subject and particularly on the desirability of the 
permanency of the proposed building, drainage, lighting, lavatory &c. 
Mr Greenhough said the points to be considered were as under 
Is village Hall required?  What condition is the land let at? 



26 
 

How many people would use the Hall, and what would be the permanent income? 
He said a Hall made of masonry would be permanent and perhaps better, tho’ 
more expensive.  
From He said to more expensive is heavily underlined in pencil in the actual 
document. It continues: 
Mr Birley said he had enquired as to other Halls and in two cases the projects had 
fallen thro’ because the land had been sold. 
Mr Brooke wished to hear the [sic] what the rateable value and cost of the land 
would be. 
Mr Greenhough again spoke and advocated the building of a solid house rather 
than a wooded hut. 
He asked if Mrs Clowes was prepared to waive her claim to the land, &c, if the 
village would buy it. 
Mrs Clowes said she was quite willing to give up the above but hoped that some 
part would be kept for the use of a School garden as she had always intended it, 
all this depended on Mr Gittens being still willing to transfer the land as he had 
bought it. 
Mr Gittens said he was willing. 
Mr Greenhough then moved. 
That a Committee be formed to ascertain the number of members likely to use 
the Hall and this committee should consider the size required for probable 
members. Also, that they should roughly estimate and make enquiries as regards 
the annual charges for heating, lighting and Upkeep.  This was carried. 
It was also moved and carried that the parish do buy the land of Mr Gittens, Mrs 
Clowes having given up her claim, but some land should be reserved for a school 
garden.   - Carried. 
A committee of twelve was then proposed and seconded and: 
It was arranged that the first Meeting of the above Committee should be held on 
the 12th instant. 
This record was subsequently signed:       R. Brooke        August 12th 1920 
 
These were the notes read by the Chairman of the Meeting August 12th 1920, 
mentioned in the early part of this article. 
The record of that meeting goes on to state that next: 
Mr Greenhough opened a discussion………………… 
Several other points were addressed before the end of that meeting. These, and 
what happened thereafter, will be dealt with in my next contribution to this 
magazine. 

George Alderson, gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

 
Sadly, the sentiments in the last paragraph will not now happen following 
George’s death. I am grateful for all George contributed over many years. Ed. 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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UNUSUAL FIELD NAMES IN EARDISLAND 
 
     There are many unusual field names in our parish, a large number of which 
have been identified through the careful and detailed research of George 
Alderson. He has shown that some names date back to the 14th century. These 
can be compared to those which are listed on the Tithe Map of 1842. It is 
possible to see how a name like Wynmillfield (with a reference dating to 1371) 
becomes Windmill field in 1842 and Admarsh on the Tithe map of 1842, was 
almost certainly that recorded as Annemersch in documents dating to 1423. 
There have obviously been major changes in field boundaries and names have 
been lost and changed over time. One name that has disappeared which was 
noted on an estate map of 1833 was Baptist Meeting which appears to indicate 
that the Baptists did have some association with Eardisland at that time. The field 
has a new name by 1842 when the Tithe Map is produced and is part of Burton 
Common field. This abutted the Leominster-Brecon road now A4112 
     A visit was made to the Baptist Church in Leominster and a discussion ensued 
with the Pastor who was unaware of the land in Eardisland as having once been 
in the possession of the Baptists. However, he agreed that the fact it was named 
‘Baptist Meeting’ suggested that it served that purpose, although there is no 
definite building yet identified for such meetings, other than the property that 
was named Stannards on the 1842 map but not marked in 1833. 
      In the course of discussion, it emerged that there were two known 
major benefactors of the Baptist Church in Leominster. One was John Davies of 
Eardisland, who in 1696 made a gift to the church of property in Etnam Street. It 
was said of him “He lived a plain, mean and self-denying life but it was his great 
desire and design to promote the interest of Christ as much as lay in his power 
and he was very kind to pious souls that were in necessitous circumstances in the 
world which he usually called God’s poor..” It seems that the gift made by Mr 
Davies included two houses, a garden and land for a graveyard (in Etnam Street). 
One house was converted into a meetinghouse for the church. The other was 
retained for the use of the minister. Worship continued under this arrangement 
until the present chapel was built in 1771 on the same site. 
     The other benefactor was Mary Marlow of Dilwyn. She was a member of the 
Leominster Baptist Church. In 1765 she inherited a legacy which she distributed 
to various beneficiaries. Apart from the Baptists in Leominster (which enabled 
them to construct the present church building, the Manse, a stable and two alms-
houses for the poor of the congregation), she also provided funds to assist the 
poor in Eardisland. Mary Marlowe died 9th December 1778 aged 87. 
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She left a portion of 3% redeemed annuities paid to the vicar of Eardisland by the 
Trustees, who are the Ministers and Deacons of the Baptist congregation in 
Leominster. The amount was eleven shillings and seven pence and was payable in 
October. It was distributed in bread together with the Froysell Charity on 
Candalmas Day. These two charities were allotted by the vicar and 
Churchwardens, though in the opinion of the charity Commissioners neither was 
an ‘ecclesiastical charity’. 
     It is interesting to consider the reasons for the presence of Baptists in 
Eardisland parish. In an article written by historian Rebecca Rossef, she refers to 
a book by Fred Bluck, “Methodism in the Marches” and notes some details from 
it. She says:  Several of the famous preachers including John Wesley and Wilford 
Woodruff came to Herefordshire and had a good success with thousands of 
converts.  Most of the small market towns had several different denominations of 
chapels, often side by side and within a stone's throw of the church.  What was 
going on?  Herefordshire Sites and Monuments Record is currently collecting 

Field named 
‘Baptist 
Meeting’ 

Golden 
Cross 

Extract from Estate Map dated 1833 

 

Burton Common 
field (1842) 

To Leominster 
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information on the 150 or so chapels in the county before they are demolished or 
converted.  It is a marvellous area of study, combining the evidence of building 
and location with documents in an attempt to find what was going on in people's 
heads.  Was this dissent?  It seems more likely it was religious fervour, but why?” 
     It seems that the Primitive Methodists had an important role in educating 
people in rural areas. It is known that this branch of Methodism took the church 
out to the people. There is evidence of an upsurge of Primitive Methodism in the 
Midland areas in the early 19th century, where the appeal can be seen in terms of 
the simple but devout messages of hope in the face of economic 
disadvantage.  There was the Leintwardine Circuit in this area where Methodism 
(and other denominations, such as the longer established Baptists) had a strong 
appeal to agricultural workers living in poor economic conditions.  The evidence 
can be seen in all the chapels (some of wooden construction) dotted about the 
countryside.  
      The chapel in the centre of Eardisland village was built in 1864 in had seating 
for 150 people. At the back was a stable. Wesley wrote in his diary in 1746 of a 
journey from Leominster to Kington in which he passed through Eardisland. In 
the mid-20th century Mr Harvey (shop keeper of Bridge Stores, once on the 
riverbank in the 1930s) was the resident organist. There were two services on a 
Sunday and attendances were between 30-40. There was also a Sunday School. 
By the mid-1950s membership was in single figures. Services ceased in the 1970s. 
Some local people recall weddings taking place there. The chapel was sold in 
1984.  
     The question remains as to when and why the name ‘Baptist Meeting’ 
disappeared from local maps as a field name after 1833. It is apparent that for 
many years its existence was an important one which established some close and 
significant connection between Eardisland and the Baptist Church in Leominster. 
 

Paul Selfe 
WHY NOT BE A MAGISTRATE? 
 
Recruitment to the Family Bench 
 
The Staffordshire and West Mercia Advisory Committee, (Staffordshire, 
Herefordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire) is recruiting new magistrates 
from June 1st. lt is now possible for people to apply to become Family 
magistrates without being appointed to the Adult Bench first. Magistrates should 
be between the ages of 18 and 70 and need no formal qualifications as 
training is provided. Travel and subsistence are paid and magistrates are legally 
entitled to take time off work for the role. They should be able to offer 14 or 
more days per year and - 
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• be of good character 

• have good powers of understanding and communication 

• possess some social awareness 

• show maturity and a sound temperament 

• display sound judgement 

• be both committed and reliable 
 
During the current public health emergency, advisory committees are continuing 
to encourage applications and to accept and sift them as planned (but in order to 
comply with social distancing and travel restrictions candidates will not be 
interviewed until it can be done safely). 
 
For more information see: www.GOV.UK/become-magistrate  
 

EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 
In March we had 44mm (1.73 inches) of rain with temperatures ranging from 6°C 
to 20°C and barometer pressures ranged from 29.1 to 30.14 Bar. River levels 
were 14 to 44 inches. 
 In April, we had 47mm (1.85 inches) of rain with temperatures ranging 
from 9°C to 25°C, barometer pressures ranged from 29.1 to 30.4 Bar and river 
levels of 11 to 13 inches.  

In May we had 15mm (0.591 inches) of rain with temperatures ranging 
from 14°C to 27°C, barometer pressures ranged from 29.62 to 30.24 Bar and river 
levels of 10 inches. 
 In June we had 107 mm (4.21 inches) of rain with temperatures ranging 
from 14°C TO 34°C, barometer pressures ranged from 29.3 to 30.00 Bar and river 
levels of 9 to 10 inches. 
 In July we had 38mm (1.49 inches) of rain with temperatures ranging 
from 15°C to 27°C, barometer pressures ranged from 29.5 to 30.02 and river 
levels of 9 to 10 inches. 
 In August we had 120 mm (4.72 inches) of rain with temperatures 
ranging from 18°C to 35°C, barometer pressures ranged from 29.14 to 29.9 and 
river levels of 10 to 26 inches. We had two named storms passing, Ellen bringing 
strong winds and 15mm (0.591 inches) of rain and Francis again with strong 
winds and 24mm (0.945 inches) of rain.   

The equivalent rain falls in 2019 were: March 79mm (3.11 inches), 
April 78mm (3 inches) with 1 inch of snow, May 32mm (1.26 inches), June 
141mm (5.55) inches, July 37mm (1.45) inches and August 82mm (3.23) inches. 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House.  
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WISH 
 
Have you heard about WISH Herefordshire?  It’s a free online wellbeing 
information and signposting service, providing details for over 950 different 
services and groups across the county, along with promoting over 350 activities 
and events every month.  It currently offers a comprehensive list of over 100 
local suppliers, which are providing community food boxes, groceries and hot 
meals during the coronavirus lockdown, alongside a great range of local and 
national online exercises and activities to keep you active and entertained, whilst 
you’re staying at home. To find something for you and your family, take a look at 
www.wisherefordshire.org or follow WISH on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
by searching @WishHereford.   
 
AFFORDABLE WARMTH 
 
Herefordshire Council is working with E.ON to help people across the county 
improve the heating of their homes by installing free first-time gas central 
heating systems in around 300 eligible residents’ homes. The project follows a 
successful funding bid by the Council to the £150 million Warm Homes Fund, 
established by National Grid, and administered by community interest company 
Affordable Warmth Solutions. 
 Eligible households not connected to mains gas and currently relying on 
inefficient ways of heating their homes, for example electric storage or panel 
heaters, could be eligible for the measures, which are part of the Warmer Homes 
Herefordshire scheme. Subject to eligibility, where there is no existing gas supply 
to the property, a new gas network connection will also be provided by 
Affordable Warmth Solutions, usually at no cost.  
 
Act now! – For further information and the application form please see Warmer 
Homes Herefordshire 
 
Please contact the project links directly with any queries. 

 
 
Philippa Lydford                                                  Adults and Communities 
Local Resources and Assets Officer                  Directorate 
Local Enterprise and Resources                       Plough lane             
Tel: 01432 261640                                            Hereford 

Email: plydford@herefordshire.gov.uk           HR4 0LE 

http://www.wisherefordshire.org/
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/warmer-homes
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/warmer-homes
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/warmer-homes
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/warmer-homes
mailto:plydford@herefordshire.gov.uk


32 
 

 
 



33 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



34 
 

 
 
 
 

 



35 
 

 
 
 
 

 



36 
 

 
 
 

 



37 
 

            
 
 

 



38 
 

 



39 
 

             

       
  
 



40 
 

CONTACTS 
 
Editorial:   CHRIS BIVAND 

Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
    Email:  chrisbivand@gmail.com   
 
Advertising:   PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 388757 
Email: parishads@btinternet.com  

 
Distribution Manager:  BARRY FREEMAN 
       01544 - 388226 
 
Website:   BEN WOODCOCK 
    ben@eardisland.org.uk  
 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by: 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2020 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by 
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is 
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk. 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. ELAINE HARPER as the member 
responsible for the Magazine. Elaine may be contacted on  01544 388274. 
 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the 
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2020 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@gmail.com
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

