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Serena Askew and Michel Dessarthe with one of the new road signs.  

Eardisland will have its own twinning signs in due course. 
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CHURCH SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE BENEFICE 

 

Sunday 20th July – 9th after Trinity 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist BCP Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Eucharist with Baptism 

(Leinthall Earles closed) 

Aymestrey 

 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong BCP Kingsland 

   

Sunday 27th July – 10th after Trinity 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW  Kingsland 

   

Sunday 3 August – 11th after Trinity 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Choral Matins BCP Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP Aymestrey 

6.30 pm Holy Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

   

Sunday 10 August – 12th after Trinity 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins BCP Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Aymestrey 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW Kingsland 

   

Sunday 17 August – 13th after Trinity 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist BCP Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

3.30 pm Evening Prayer (Leinthall 

closed) 

Aymestrey 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong BCP Kingsland 

   

Sunday 24 August – Bartholomew the Apostle 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW  Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 

 

The many village activities over the last couple of months are detailed 

elsewhere in the magazine, but suffice to say that many people have given of 

their time and effort to provide a most impressive range of events. 

 I was saddened to hear of the death in America of Alice Kelley who 

passed away on Saturday 21st June and was buried at Pisgah Church in 

Kentucky, USA on Tuesday 24th. Bob and Alice lived at 3 Arrow Barns in 

Eardisland for about 14 years until April 2007 when they decided to return 

permanently to their home in Versailles, Kentucky. Alice had not been in the 

best of health for a number of years but she did take a turn for the worse mid-

June and died peacefully in hospital. Our thoughts at this time are with Bob 

and his family. (I’m grateful to Sandy Ross for the information).  

 On a brighter note, I’m sure you will join with me in congratulating 

Jessica Selfe who has gained a first class honours degree from the University 

of York, a notable achievement. Jess was educated locally at Weobley High 

School and Hereford Sixth Form College and hopes now to study for a higher 

degree at the University of Dublin. Well done and good luck! In the same vein, 

please let me know any other results following the exam season; young people 

get a lot of criticism and too little praise. 

 Peter Glenn, he of the weather reports, dropped a note round to say 

that there was not much to report on the weather front (no pun intended), 

whereupon it started to rain, followed by rain! There will be a report in 

September.  

Chris Bivand 
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  EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE DATES 2008 

 

Copy Date Projected distribution date 

Friday 5
th
 September Friday 19

th
 September 

Friday 21
st
 November Friday 5

th
 December 

 
Please note that the actual delivery dates depend upon a number of factors, 

including the time to prepare the copy, the printer’s commitments and the 

distributors’ time. 

 

 

VILLAGE DIARY  
    

Date Event 

Tuesday, 29
th
 July Village Shop etc. VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday, 16
th
 August Teddy Bears’ Picnic, Church, 3.00 – 5.00pm 

Monday, 18
th
 August Open Garden, please see info on page 7 

Sunday 24
th
 August Duck Races, bridge 2.30pm 

Saturday 13
th
 September Eardisland Village Show  

Friday, 3
rd

 October Harvest Supper, VH – details later 

Thursday, 18
th
 September Neighbourhood Watch meeting 

Friday, 26
th
 September Pudding Club, VH 

Saturday, 18
th
 October Twinning meal and entertainment, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday, 1
st
 November Halloween Party – details later 

Friday, 7
th
 November Auction of Promises, VH, details later 

Saturday, 8
th
 November Christmas Bazaar, VH, 10.30 - midday 

Saturday, 15
th
 November Showcase - village band & friends, VH, 7.30pm 

Tuesday, 25
th
 November Christmas Bingo, VH 

Saturday, 29
th
 November Decorated Christmas Tree comp. – details later 

Saturday, 13
th
 December Christmas Party, VH – details later 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES, 2008 

 

Thursday 31
st
 July Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 11
th
 September Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 30
th
 October Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27
th
 November Village Hall, 7.30pm 
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OPEN MEETING 

 

TUESDAY 29
TH

 JULY 2008 

 

Parish website, Parish Shop and Parish Plan 

 
Everyone is invited to attend an open meeting on Tuesday 

29
th
 July in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

 

Presentations by James Macrae, Pam Blythe and Lynda 

Wilcox will take place regarding the possibility of a parish 

website, parish shop and parish plan. Refreshments will be 

available. 

 

Please come along and listen to our guest speakers, there will 

be an opportunity for you to ask questions and to register 

your interest in any of the above. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 
 

Andrea Armour, Parish Clerk 

 

Tel: 01568 613729     email: andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk
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SATURDAY 16 AUGUST 2008 
 

FROM 3.00 TO 5.00p.m. 
 

WE WILL BE HAVING A TEDDY BEARS 
PICNIC 

   
IN THE CHURCHYARD 

 
TO INCLUDE BUNGEE JUMPING FOR TEDDY 

BEARS FROM TH CHURCH TOWER 
 

BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC AND YOUR BEARS 
AND WE WILL SUPPLY THE STRAWBERRIES 

AND CREAM 
 

ALL BEARS WHO SUCCESSFULLY MAKE THE 
JUMP WILL RECEIVE A CERTIFICATE   

(Please note that all Bears will be required to wear the 
appropriate safety equipment which will be provided, and 
access to the Tower will be limited to the organizers only) 

 
Entry: £1.00 per jump 

 
Enquiries: 01544 388637 

 
In aid of the Church Appeal 
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MONDAY 18th AUGUST 

 

Garden Open Day 
 

Trains  running - weather permitting 
 
 

Mavis and Doug Tantrum 

 

BLACK BARNS, EARDISLAND 

 

 

10 A.M .UNTIL 3 P.M. 
 

 

Refreshments all day so just pop in, also a bring and buy 

stall 

 

 

Proceeds 50/50 to Eardisland Church Appeal & Salvation 

Army  
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 

HEREFORD TIMES, EARDISLAND VILLAGE NEWS 

The village news is sent in each week on Sunday evening and published in the 

Hereford Times on the following Thursday in the 'Village News' section. If 

you have any items of news about fund raising events, village activities or 

special achievements by local children please phone or e-mail me on 01544 

388981 or dwolland@googlemail.com   The small fee paid by the Hereford 

Times is collected and sent to the Hospice. £150 has been sent since last 

September.   

Diane Wolland, Hereford Times correspondent 

Diane does a really superb job on this, and, as noted above, all she earns goes 

to St. Michael’s Hospice. I know she will greatly appreciate all the help she 

can get in items of news suitable for the HT. Ed. 
 
PARISH MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 

 

The role of Advertising Manager for the Parish Magazine is currently vacant 

and the Parish Council is exploring different ways of carrying this on. The 

current advertisements will continue to run but we are exploring the possibility 

of ways in which future advertisements could further meet the needs of the 

community. Perhaps a regular advertising supplement to the magazine, 

providing also a list of local tradesmen and services who might be interested in 

being included? 

 This exciting prospect requires someone who would enjoy the 

challenge of putting together these adverts, perhaps in a new and interesting 

format, which would be a valuable reference to the community. The financial 

aspect is all dealt with by the Parish Clerk, with whom it would be necessary 

to liaise.  

 Could you be the right person to deliver this voluntary service to the 

Parish? If you are interested, or have any comments or ideas, please contact 

either me or the Editor of the magazine to discuss this. 

Serena Askew, Chair 

Eardisland Parish Council 

(01544 388637  E:serena.askew@btconnect.com)  

 

mailto:dwolland@googlemail.cpm
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NIGELLA’S LETTER 
 

Dear parishioners 

 

The summer gallops on with end of term excitement among our schoolchildren 

and fetes, fun days, sports and speech days all heralding holidays and 

relaxation.  I know our young people get a rather bad press from some, but I 

think they work and play incredibly hard and deserve their rest as well as some 

encouraging exam results when they come. 

 So where have we got to?  In my last letter I appealed to you all for 

donations for the church heating and associated works.  I haven’t had very 

many replies, but many thanks to those of you who have responded; I hope the 

rest of you have just not got around to it yet because we really do need every 

penny to reach £85,000.  Don’t forget, this part of the appeal cannot raise 

money from any trust fund - it’s up to you! 

 It was a great shame that the weather for the Open Gardens Weekend 

was not so good, but your gardens did look wonderful and a great deal of hard 

work had gone into their preparation and care.  Well done everyone, and 

congratulations on the monies raised not only by the entrance fee to the 

gardens but also by those serving teas - I had an excellent one sitting by the 

river in almost-sunshine! 

 By the time you read this the Fun Day will have happened and I’m 

sure will have been a very happy and successful event.  It clashed with several 

other events, as is inevitable at this time of year, but I hope I will have been to 

at least some part of it. 

 One event planned is, I think, a first for Eardisland.  It is a bungee 

jump from the church tower - don’t worry, it’s for all your favourite teddy 

bears, and there will be a strawberry and cream tea so that we can sit and enjoy 

the jumping teds.  This is to be on Saturday 16 August, so keep the day free for 

a fun afternoon.  Along with a Pudding Evening in September, these make up 

our summer fundraising events.  If anyone has a good idea to help raise funds, 

please do contact me or a member of the PCC. 

 Well, that’s it for this magazine - do enjoy the summer and have a 

good rest ready for the autumn rigours.  It may not be a physical rest you need, 

but all of us need a change from our routine work; it enables us to stand back 

and take stock each year.  I hope everyone waiting for exam results will get 

what they need, but remember there are always choices that can be made and 

sometimes a change forced on us turns out to be a good one. 

 

God bless you all, 

Nigella 
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF LUDLOW 

 

“Time, quiet, space, place, sharing, listening, company of others, reflection.  

Affirmation of present ways and challenge of new and other ways.”  These 

are the words which came tumbling out of those who took part in the 

spirituality workshop which ended last September 2007.   

 Jesus said “The Father and I are one”.  This is what was at the heart of 

a busy, hectic and yet contemplative life.  In the pages of the Gospels we gain 

the impression that in Jesus was a still centre in the midst of busy-ness.  This 

impression continues throughout the whole of the Passion narrative when 

Jesus is tried, flogged and crucified.  This relationship of Jesus with his father 

is all important and at the heart of all his life and ministry.   

 The aim of prayer is union with God the Father through Jesus Christ in 

the power of the Spirit – God the Trinity “in whom we live and move and have 

our being”.  The contemplative life is not one which is hidden away, on its 

own far from the life of the world, but through silence and quiet waiting on 

God, we draw inspiration to go into the hectic, busy life, where we will find 

God again, present in all the activity.  There can be no doubt that prayer needs 

to be at the heart of all our life and this is a relationship with the living God.  

 It is fortunate that Irene Vickers is able to begin a new Spirituality 

Workshop Course in October, which will provide the opportunity to join with 

others in reflecting upon your faith journey, discovering various aspects of 

prayer, and exploring together ways of being at the service of the church.  This 

will take place at Hennor, near Leominster, and there must be a commitment 

of one day each month for a year, and for a weekend retreat.  It is open to 

ordained and lay people and there is a maximum of 12 places.  If you would 

like the opportunity of the experience of a lifetime, are interested, and would 

like to find out more please either contact Irene Vickers, telephone 01547 

530577 or get in touch with me, telephone 01588 673571. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  

 

Inspector Bob Barnett (West Mercia Police) attended our NW team meeting in 

May to outline the developments of NW across Herefordshire. He presented a 

range of specific and manageable ideas for development within Eardisland 

which included: 

(a) A hosted police service that will allow West Mercia Police to contact 

interested people on crime prevention matters and trends via text, 
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telephone, fax and/or email. It is hoped that such a system will be 

operational by autumn 2008. 

(b) A Hereford NW Association has been re-invigorated at a strategic 

level in order to steer the direction of NW in the county.  Eardisland 

is part of the North area group which has established a website and 

interested people can follow these links via www.communigate.net 

 

Team Membership and Parish coverage 

The team has finalised a distribution network of coverage that virtually covers 

the parish. The system allows each team member to be identified with a 

particular ‘parish patch’ and makes it possible for the team to quickly and 

effectively deliver NW materials to every residence. Indeed by the time you 

receive your latest Parish magazine, every home should have received a 

delivery of: 

 

 A general brochure on the aims of NW, 

 

 Two NW stickers that can be placed in your windows to help deter possible 

intruders and make them aware of the NW scheme in the village, and 

 

 A leaflet on ‘Smartwater’ providing you with additional information on this 

crime prevention technique that is currently available. A number of people in 

the village have already purchased a kit for their homes after reading of the 

scheme in the May edition of the Parish magazine.  

 

Police comment on Crime Trends in Herefordshire 

Herefordshire is a safe place - but particularly so in respect of house 

burglaries. West Mercia Police crime figures show that burglaries of homes in 

Herefordshire have more than halved over the past four years. In the last year, 

officers of Herefordshire Division dealt with fewer than 300 such crimes, 

that's less than one a day - across the whole county! 

 Chief Superintendent Mark Turner, the Divisional Commander, said, 

"I am delighted that the efforts of the police in Herefordshire, supported by the 

community, have most importantly led to a reduction in these serious offences.  

Where they have occurred, victims can be reassured that we place great 

emphasis on finding the offender, allocating specialists to each and every 

offence and employing a wide variety of methods to detect them.  

Herefordshire IS a safe place - with the help of the people in the county and 

other partner agencies we aim to keep it that way". 
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Seasonal Crime Trends: 

 

1. Opportunist Theft 

Summer is now upon us and be aware of the opportunities that the warm 

weather might present to the potential burglar. When it gets hot, it's natural 

to open all the windows in the house. An unattended open window can be 

an open access point to the opportunist thief. So be careful which windows 

you do open. Consider the following: 

 

 Don't leave windows open at the front if you are in the back garden (and 

vice versa) 

 Consider getting window stay locks that allow you to open the window a 

little but lock it in place 

 Don't leave windows open above flat roofs that you cannot keep an eye on 

 Don't leave valuables on window sills or near an open window 

 Report all suspicious activity to police as soon as possible 

 

Is house burglary a big problem? Not in Herefordshire! Please help us 

to keep it that way. 

 
2. Theft of Heating Oil 

Because of the continued rise in fuel costs there has been an increase in the 

number of instances of theft of heating oil over recent weeks.  Please make 

sure that you put a good substantial lock on your tank and check 

regularly! 

 

3.  Excellent work in Eardisland!! 

Thanks to the quick thinking and vigilance of a NW member in Eardisland, a 

wooden planter that was stolen from a property in the village last October has 

now been found.  On behalf of the owner, Kington Rural Policing Team would 

like to thank him very much. 

 

Your Chance to have your say 

 

During July, West Mercia Constabulary will be sending out a Crime and 

Safety Partnership survey, which will ask people across the force area to have 

their say on how local policing is carried out in their communities. The survey 

asks people to comment on their own experiences of local policing and 

reporting crime, how they have been informed of local crime and disorder 

issues, and gives people an opportunity to raise any current local issues that 

are concerning them. 
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The results of the survey will be used to improve the policing services 

delivered alongside partner agencies and will focus on local needs and 

expectations. The police need to know what they do well and what they could 

do better, so please complete the survey form if you receive one in the post. 

Alternatively, if you don't get one mailed to you, you can complete an on-line 

version by simply going to www.ors.org.uk/westmercia. 

 

Footnote: 

 

If there is anything you would like to raise with the team then please 

contact us. Our next NW team meeting is scheduled for 7.30pm on 18 

September. 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 

 

 

 
 

This rather charming photo by Anna Jones was taken in May, a duck with 15 

ducklings. Sadly, at the time of writing, there are only 8 left, as far as I can 

see.

http://www.ors.org.uk/westmercia
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LA VIEILLE LYRE VISIT FRIDAY TO SUNDAY, 13
TH

 TO 15
TH

 JUNE 

 

On Friday 13th a coach containing 

28 people left Eardisland at 

8.ooa.m to commence the journey 

to Normandy to visit our friends in 

La Vieille Lyre. This was the third 

trip to France by local people since 

the relationship was established, 

and was a wonderful experience, 

as ever. 

 The threat of a one-day 

strike over oil in France meant that 

the travelling had to be re-arranged 

and a visit that was to have 

stretched from Friday to Monday 

had to be shortened so that we 

could return on the Sunday 

evening. The effect of this was that 

the itinerary planned by our French 

hosts had to be compressed into a 

shorter weekend - but this did not 

prevent them from arranging a 

fascinating and memorable 

weekend. 

 On arrival on the Friday 

evening we were all whisked off to 

the homes of the families with 

whom we stayed for dinner, which 

despite the lateness of the hour, 

was a typical hospitable occasion. 

 On the Saturday they 

planned a timetable which was 

entirely voluntary and gave those 

of us who had not been there 

before a chance to look around 

locally in the morning a little as 

well as the possibility in the 

afternoon - which most people 

accepted with alacrity- to visit the 

gardens at Giverney where Monet 

lived and painted. What a beautiful 

place this was with the famous lily 

pond and Japanese Bridge as well 

as beds and beds of climbers, roses 

and herbaceous plants. Even the 

least enthusiastic gardener must 

appreciate the beauty of this 

setting.  

 The Saturday evening took 

the form of a meal in the Salle de 

Fetes (Village Hall) in a 

neighbouring village to which 

many of the parishioners of La 

Vieille Lyre, as well as our hosts, 

were invited. And what an evening 

that was! Welcomed by a 

‘greyhound’ each as an aperitif (a 

mix of grapefruit juice, cointreau 

and a sparkling Alsace wine) this 

was followed by a buffet of hors 

d’oeuvres, followed by cold meats, 

salads, grilled meats, cheeses and 

an enormous mille feuilles gateau.  

 However this was by no 

means the whole of the evening as 

we were formally welcomed by the 

Maire, Michel Dessarthe, and 

presented with a gift of a lovely 

painting of the centre of the 

village. We in turn gave them a 

piece of calligraphy showing both 

villages as a sign of the bond 

between the two. Between courses 

during the evening we were 

entertained by a local musician, 

playing an eclectic mix of French 

music and popular pieces 

recognized by all. We were all able 

to join in the singing to this, and 
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some also demonstrated varying 

degrees of dexterity on the dance 

floor! The British contingent lead 

the conga and demonstrated the 

Charleston to great effect!  

 The next morning we were 

able to choose our programme but 

there was a more serious element 

to part of this as it was the day on 

which the French remember 

Charles de Gaulle’s call to the 

French during World War 11. 

There was a ceremony at the 

central War Memorial in La Vieille 

Lyre when the Mayor read out first 

the words of General de Gaulle’s 

speech and then some words of 

Winston Churchill, and a one 

minute silence was observed. Prior 

to this the younger members of our 

party were asked to formally 

unveil the road signs at the 

entrances to the village, which 

show that our two communities are 

officially twinned. Many of us also 

attended the Mass at the village 

church where we warmly 

welcomed by the priest. 

 After a brief but excellent 

lunch with our various hosts we 

had to depart due to the shortening 

of the weekend, and left for the 

journey back to England. Overall 

we returned with many happy 

memories and grateful thanks to 

our generous hosts and also 

specifically, on our side to the 

Twinning Association which made 

the arrangements, and especially to 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand who worked 

very hard, particularly when we 

had to re-arrange the travelling.   

 It may be seen by some 

that this was merely a ‘jolly’ - and 

indeed it certainly was very jolly. 

But there is more to the twinning 

visits than a trip away. Our hosts 

were genuinely welcoming and 

looked after us in true French style, 

but we also feel that we now have 

real friends who we would be 

pleased to see and they 

reciprocated this feeling. The 

chance to stay in a French home 

rather than a hotel or other 

accommodation is itself an 

experience and this is particularly 

so for the young people. Many of 

our hosts speak English and where 

they do not are so keen to be 

welcoming that this is not a 

problem. As a trip it was not 

expensive because we nearly all 

travelled by coach and were able to 

obtain a very good deal for the 

Tunnel. 

 The opportunities to take 

this further are there for us to 

embrace - not just for those who 

enjoy a trip to France, but for other 

organizations, and for young 

people to see how other people 

live, as well as for the language 

opportunities. We look forward to 

their visit to us next year and to the 

chance to show them more of the 

county that we are so fortunate to 

live in and to extending the entente 

cordiale further to the benefit of 

all. 

Serena Askew 
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Dear Editor, 

 

There is no doubt a full account of 

visit to La Vieille Lyre elsewhere 

in the magazine, but I would just 

like to add my own thoughts if I 

may. 

 This was my first visit to 

La Vieille Lyre and I was 

delighted with the welcome and 

hospitality we received; we were 

all, I think, made to feel very much 

at home.  I was, however, rather 

taken aback to find on our return 

that there have been some very 

adverse comments regarding the 

whole enterprise.  Firstly, there is 

nothing of the clique about this 

organisation and it is instead a very 

good way of making friends with 

people from within the community 

whom we had not previously met. 

 Secondly, yes, there are 

people from outside Eardisland in 

the Twinning, but why not?  Are 

we so insular that you must live 

within the parish boundaries before 

you can join in village activities?  

The W.I. to my knowledge has 

members from outside Eardisland 

and this has never been held 

against them. 

 Thirdly, the purpose of 

twinning.  After suffering the 

devastating effects of two World 

Wars the idea was put forward that 

if only people from different 

nations could get to know – and 

understand – one another better 

conflicts might be avoided.  We all 

at some time make remarks such 

as, “Oh, the 

French/Germans/Italians/Australia

ns etc, etc, etc...”  Yet when we 

meet these people as individuals 

we make friends.  It does not bring 

any financial benefit to the village, 

nor does it cost the village 

anything, but surely we are all 

better off getting to know our 

neighbours; in my experience fear 

is often bred out of ignorance. 

 Fourthly, and finally, 

would you believe the whole trip 

cost only £75?  It can cost more 

than that for a train journey in the 

U.K.  Thanks must go to the 

committee for all their hard work 

for making the enterprise within 

the pockets of most people – there 

will always be those who 

genuinely can’t afford.  

 So, if you have no interest 

in the Twinning at least don’t 

criticise it.  It is providing more 

social occasions for people to meet 

here in Eardisland and forging new 

friendships abroad – and don’t we 

all need friends? 

 I must emphasise that 

these are my personal views.  We 

have been made very welcome in 

Eardisland and I don’t wish to 

cause offence or upset anyone. 

Edna Pollard 
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WEEKEND OF 21ST & 22ND JUNE 

 

The weekend saw in the village two simultaneous but separate events; they are 

detailed below. 

 

LEOMINSTER MORRIS 25
th 

ANNIVERSARY MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL 

 
What a great day! The weather 

wasn't with us, except that the 

‘Morris Magic’ prevented the 

torrential rain that was falling in 

many surrounding places from 

spoiling our day. The proceedings 

began with Leominster Morris, 

Jenny Pipes Women's Morris, and 

St Paul's School Tupsley Morris 

dancing around the village from 11 

a.m. Then, after a short lunch 

break, the festival site opened at 1 

p.m. There was never a dull 

moment, with at least one 

entertainment going on at any one 

time. The Eardisland Village Band 

provided a lovely Hardy-esque 

background sound, and the St 

Paul's children danced a whole set 

of Morris dances. In the village 

hall, decked out in bunting and old 

Union Jacks and having a 1930s 

feel, there was music to 

accompany lovely sandwiches and 

teas, with Bandamania and We 3 + 

1 playing. The Armagh Rhymers 

from Ireland provided much fun 

and music in the main marquee, 

assisted by the St Paul's children. 

Then, whilst the children went on 

to watch Punch & Judy and the 

Sealegs Puppet Theatre performing 

Peter and the Wolf, the grown-ups 

were given a treat in the main 

marquee by a band from Leeds 

called Full English Breakfast, 

playing an eclectic set. A family 

ceilidh followed, run by the Old 

Swan Band. 

 Whilst all this was 

happening, there were stalls 

selling food, antiques and many 

other things. Also, a bar selling 

Wood's ales and Weston's ciders 

kept people refreshed. 

 In the evening there 

was an unbelievably good 

concert. The Armagh Rhymers 

sang some old favourites, but 

the highlight was the beautiful 

playing of the English Acoustic 

Collective and some gripping 

storytelling by Hugh Lupton. 

He held everyone enthralled 

with tales of Fenland life. 

 The day ended with a late 

night dance before everyone went 

home happy to bed. 
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EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 2008 

 

The weekend of 21st and 22nd 

June, Open Gardens weekend, 

proved rather different from 

previous years. 

 The weather on Saturday 

was damp and not encouraging to 

visitors wishing to visit the 

gardens, whereas the Sunday, 

which was much brighter but 

rather windy, was better and many 

more people came. On Saturday 

the village was also full of 

Leominster Morris and their 

supporters for the Midsummer 

Festival, all of which contributed 

to a lively mixture. The total 

number of visitors to the gardens 

over the whole weekend was in 

excess of 300, despite the weather.  

 As we did not have access 

to the Village Hall and Recreation 

Ground, which had been booked 

by the Morris Men, the Open 

Garden ticket sales, car-parking 

and other stalls were all based at 

Arrow Bank Caravan Park, by kind 

permission of the Manager and the 

owners, to whom we are indebted. 

Without this we would have been 

unable to hold the Open Gardens 

event. 

 There are many people 

whose contribution is vital- most 

importantly the garden owners 

who provide so much interest and 

enjoyment to all our visitors. There 

are also all those who help with 

setting up signs, designing the 

tickets, car parking, ticket and stall 

sales, and this year it would have 

been particularly difficult without 

the trailer used to house the ticket 

sales. On Sunday the assistance of 

members of the History group who 

sold tickets from their pitch beside 

the Dovecote was very much 

appreciated. 

  Every year this event is 

run with the support of Eardisland 

Community Millennium Fund who 

fund the advertising and ticket 

printing. Without this help there 

would be a much smaller profit 

from the weekend. 

 This year the weather, the 

impact of having two events 

simultaneously and the extra 

essential cost of hiring portable 

toilets for the parking field resulted 

in a somewhat reduced profit, so 

that a sum in excess of £650 was 

paid to both the church and the 

village hall. As well as this over 

£300 was raised by the sale of teas 

provided by the W.I. in the garden 

of Riversdale and this sum was 

donated to the church. Thank you 

to all those involved. 

 There are so many people 

whose contributions over the years 

have made the Eardisland Open 

Gardens weekend a most 

successful event, attracting visitors 

from a wide area, many of whom 

make it regular pilgrimage.  

 Notwithstanding the 

weather, which we cannot of 

course control, this year was 
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greatly appreciated by our visitors, 

but there were some other factors 

which made it more difficult. The 

principal problem was the 

difficulty in getting sufficient 

volunteers, despite requests in the 

Parish Magazine, and to various 

groups and bodies. It is vital that 

sufficient volunteers are committed 

in advance, otherwise it is very 

difficult to organize everything. 

The arrangements for Open 

Gardens start in about November 

of the previous year when the date 

is fixed, prior to the printing of the 

village leaflet. Then in the first few 

months of the year itself the 

advertising arrangements and 

overall plans are made. In March 

requests for gardens and volunteers 

appear in the Parish Magazine and 

it is then that it becomes really 

important that people volunteer to 

help - often for  just a couple of 

hours. Please bear this in mind for 

the future as if there insufficient 

helpers there will be no Open 

Gardens weekend and a vital 

source of income will be lost, as 

well as a hugely enjoyable event 

for many people. 

 The Village Hall 

Management Committee and the 

PCC are very grateful to all who 

supported and assisted with the 

2008 Open Gardens weekend and 

would welcome any ideas, 

comments or suggestions.  

 

Serena Askew 

        

EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

 
The Parish Council held the 

Annual Parish Meeting in May. 

Extracts from the Clerks report for 

2007-2008 below give an insight to 

some of the many topics and issues 

the Parish Council have been 

dealing with in the past twelve 

months. 

Grants 

The Parish Council has continued 

to give grants to The Dovecote 

Trust, Eardisland Village Hall 

Management Committee, 

Eardisland Community 

Millennium Fund and the PCC for 

the maintenance of the Burial 

grounds and the Parish Magazine. 

Parish Magazine 

The magazine has been owned and 

funded by the PCC but with effect 

from April 1
st
 2008 this was no 

longer the case. The expenses of 

running it have placed a heavy 

burden on the PCC, especially at a 

time when they have other 

significant bills to cope with. In 

order to ensure the continued 

production of the magazine this 

has become the concern of the 

Parish Council. 

Planning 

Planning applications were 

received and considered in respect 

of Riverside, Arrow Lea, Cherry 
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Lynn, Lower Hardwick Cottage, 

Shop Cottage, The Latchetts, Land 

opposite Tadpole Cottage and 

Little Orchard Farm. Reducing of 

trees at Manor House, reduce 

crown of three ash trees at Orchard 

Fruit Farm, felling of trees at 

Bridle Goose, tree works at the 

Bungalow and listed building 

consent at Apple Tree Cottage. 

Village Hall 

The village hall flooded during the 

rainstorms of July 2007, the initial 

clean up of the hall was well 

organised and a credit to all those 

involved. Major repairs have 

included a new saniflow system, 

water heater and extractor fan. The 

exterior woodwork has been 

repaired and re-painted and re-

pointing to the external façade will 

be undertaken in the next few 

months. 

Road Signs 

Herefordshire Council will be 

replacing the road signs at each 

end of the village with new village 

gateway signs, speed limit and 

twinning signs. 

 

The Parish Council continue to 

receive information from a number 

of sources including Herefordshire 

Council, HALC, West Mercia 

Police, a number of charities and 

voluntary organisations and many 

others. The working groups 

continue to look at finance, visiting 

sites of proposed planning 

applications and staffing 

responsibilities. 

 Our District Councillor, 

John Goodwin has been a great 

support over the last year and has 

regularly attended the Parish 

Council Meetings. We are grateful 

for all the help and assistance he 

has provided and look forward to 

seeing him at our future meetings. 

 The minutes for the 

Annual Parish Meeting and the 

Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council can be viewed at the 

Dovecote or by contacting myself 

for a copy. 

 

Andrea Armour, Parish Clerk 

Tel: 01568 613729 

Email: andrea@andreaarmour.wanadoo.co.uk  

 

EXTRA INFORMATION 

 
The Flower Festival in May made a profit of over £1300.00 for the church’s 

heating refurbishment fund. The Friday evening’s talk and demonstration in 

the Village Hall was a sell-out, and produced so much genuine amazement at  

Lizzie’s skill, combined with hilarious anecdotes, that I cannot recall a more  

thoroughly entertaining evening. An enormous effort was put into the success 

of the festival, (despite the weather!), and I would like to thank all of those 
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who contributed to its success in all of the many ways in which this was done, 

from the flower arrangers themselves to the food, wine and teas dispensers.  

There are too many to name individually, but thank you, one and all, for 

making the weekend so happy and successful. 

Esther Simpson. 

 

The Parish Council’s lengthsman (does anyone know a word with more 

consecutive consonants ?) is available to maintain the village verges, clear 

ditches, cut back overhanging hedges, etc. Please let me know if you feel there 

are any problem areas which require treatment. 

Graham Simpson.  (01544388641) 

 

EARDISLAND ART GROUP 

 

The Art group has had a very enjoyable and successful term. The class is full 

at the moment but if you are interested please ring me on 388323 and I can let 

you know if a place becomes available when we resume on September 11
th
  

after our summer break.  

 We are very pleased to tell you we are holding an exhibition in the 

Hereford Cider Museum for two weeks to begin on August 3rd. If you are 

nearby please call in and have a look round. 

Jill Richards 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

SATURDAY 8
TH 

NOVEMBER 2008 

VILLAGE HALL 10.30 - 12 NOON 

Both Dorothy Brown and I are organising the above event and 

hope that you will support our efforts. There will be the usual 

stalls of cakes, books, brie a brae and fancy, handicraft, raffle, 

coffee and mince pies. Any items useful for any of the above 

stalls, or you would like to run a stall please contact - 

Dorothy Brown on 01544 388389 or Esther Simpson on 

01544 388641. All proceeds for the Church heating fund. 

 

Esther Simpson 
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HAVE YOU DECIDED ON YOURS YET? 

 

What am I talking about? Entries for the Village Show of course! 

 We have included another entry form for you, all you have to do is 

decide which classes you would like to enter, the more the merrier. Please 

don’t think that you are not good enough, all entries make the show worth 

running, and it is only you who can make it a success. Think of all the times 

you have thought I could do better than that, now is your chance to show'em. 

 We have changed the date of the show to September 13
th
 after 

listening to your thoughts, so hopefully there will be more entries in the 

produce section this year. 

 So come on and make this another "Village Event Success". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHITE SWAN 
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VILLAGE SHOW 1 
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VILLAGE SHOW 2 
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VILLAGE HALL 3 
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VILLAGE HALL 4 
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VILLAGE HALL 5 
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ENTRY CONDITIONS 
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DUCK RACES 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE FUN DAY 2008 
 

 

After months of planning we are pleased to report that the second 

annual Eardisland Fun Day was a big success and that it raised a total of 

£1021.89 before expenses are taken out! A final figure will be posted on the 

village notice board as soon as it is available and published in the next edition 

of the Parish Magazine with the proceeds being donated this year to St. Mary’s 

Parish Church heating fund. 

 The weather was kind to us again this year and the sun shone after 

days of rain. It was really pleasing to see so many families enjoying 

themselves, with the children particularly enjoying the games laid on for them. 

 The Village Band opened the afternoon and their musical numbers 

were appreciated by all the early arrivals. The free children’s fancy dress was a 

real hit with both contestants and audience alike, and not an easy task to judge. 

After certificates were presented to second and third places, two eventual first 

place winners each received a complimentary trip to the Small Breeds Farm 

and Owl Centre in Kington. However, in the eyes of the judges everyone was a 

winner and they were all presented with winners medals. The Fun Dog Show 

was another roaring success, or should that be barking success! Prizes were 

awarded to the dog with the waggiest tail, the dog with the best bark (although 

strangely all but one seemed particularly shy when confronted with a 

microphone!) and the dog with the best trick. Again, all the dogs were 

proclaimed to be winners and each was given a doggie treat whilst their 

owners collected a medal. The bird of prey flying demonstration was a 

massive hit and had the audience spellbound. A big thank you to Jemima 

Parry-Jones and Alastair for bringing their birds along and taking time to talk 

to people about them. The Tug-O-War saw a titanic struggle between The 

Cross Inn and the White Swan, with the Cross Inn finally finishing victorious 

in the third and final pull to hold the trophy for another year. Well done to both 

teams! 

 It was good to see a small increase in the trade stands supporting the 

event and several have expressed interest in returning to our Fun Day next 

year! Teas and coffees were available in the village hall along with Pembridge 

PTA selling delicious cakes and jams to raise valuable funds for their school. 

The BBQ was very popular with Marston Meat providing the delicious steak 

burgers. Sadly, due to a mechanical breakdown, the bouncy castles were 

unable to arrive on time, but made it eventually to allow the youngsters some 



 31 

bouncy fun. We were also grateful to see the Fire Brigade arrive with their big 

red engine, with the firemen happy to show children around it. 

 The day could not have been a success without the help of those who 

volunteered to help, setting up and taking down the marquees etc and running 

stalls.  Thank you! Thank you also to the Millennium Fund for their support. 

We would also like to thank and acknowledge every company and small 

business who contributed towards the day. Listed in alphabetical order they 

are: Amazing Maze and Butterfly Farm at Symonds Yat, Bulmers Cider, 

Eardisland Tea Rooms, Hatton Farm Village in Warwick,  Lucton School (for 

the loan of their PA system), Small Breeds Farm & Owl Centre in Kington, 

Tesco, The Cross Inn, The Judges Lodging in Presteigne, The King’s House in 

Pembridge,  The White Swan, Westonbury Mill & Water Gardens in 

Pembridge and Westons Cider. 

 And finally……. A big thank you to everyone who turned up on the 

day to support the event and have fun! 

 

 

 

St John the Baptist & St Alkmund Church 

 

AYMESTREY 
FLOWER FESTIVAL 

 

‘O, Praise Him’ 

29th, 30
th
, 31

st
 August 2008 

 

Open 10am-6pm 

Exhibition in the Village Hall 

 

 

Refreshments available all day 

Variety Concert Sat, 30
th
 August 2008 

 

Further details: 

 

Meg Thorpe, 01568 780384: Margaret Probert, 01568 708484 

Glenys Price, 01568708085 
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chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 

www.arrowbankbandb.co.uk 

 
Arrow Bank 

Bed and Breakfast 
 

Eardisland, 
Leominster 
HR6 9BT 

 
01544 – 388375 

 
 

Quality accommodation 
in en-suite rooms at 

reasonable prices 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucton

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 

 

Eardisland Bowling Club is enjoying its most successful season for several 

years and at the time of going to print is unbeaten in ten matches. In contrast to 

many other local clubs Eardisland has increased its membership by around 

twenty percent, including several new members living in the village. Indeed 

such is the strength of membership that the Tuesday evening club night is 

seeing a full turn out on each of the four greens, unheard of in recent memory.  

 Sides visiting Eardisland often take time to adjust to the green, so 

home wins are not uncommon, but the major successes have come on the clubs 

travels, with significant wins at near neighbours  Weobley and Leominster, as 

well as further afield at Bulmers and Pandy. However the result of the season 

to date has to be Friday 20
th
 June when Eardisland Men visited Kingsland in 

the Hereford Times County Cup. Kingsland are a far larger club, with at least 

twice the membership, a superb green and facilities to match. The home club 

fielded a strong side including several players who have represented 

Herefordshire at county level, so the odds were heavily stacked against little 

old Eardisland. However the visitors played with tremendous heart and were 

soon nudging ahead in two of three rinks, whilst struggling a little to keep in 

contention on the third. The final seven or eight ends were played in to a 

blinding setting sun and the tension was high as Eardisland won by eight shots 

in the first match to finish, a great result for skip Robin Williams and his team. 

Club captain and skip, Jonathon Farndon, sensing an upset, managed to claw 

his rink back from a ten point deficit to finish just a couple of shots down 

meaning it was all down to the final rink, skipped by Phil Sharp to hold on to 

what they already had. Kingsland required six shots on the final end to snatch 

a draw, an unlikely scenario, but achievable. The Eardisland lead played his 

first shot within a few inches of the jack and from then on Kingsland were 

always going to struggle, the rink wrapping up a one shot win for an overall 

five shot victory. It was clear the home side were stunned but suffered defeat 

graciously. The win puts Eardisland in to the semi finals, where they should 

have home advantage against either Ledbury or Ross on a date yet to be 

confirmed, but likely to have taken place before you read this report. Let’s 

hope the match was played before a decent crowd and that possibly the 

smallest club in the county is now a finalist. 

 If you are interested in knowing more about the game of bowls then 

please contact either Pat Roche on 388492 or Phil Milchard on 388097, or 

simply drop in to the club on a Tuesday evening around 6.15pm. 
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EARDISLAND HISTORY AND HERITAGE SOCIETY  (EH&HS) 

 

Eardisland in ‘The Times’ 

 

Members of the Society are 

constantly searching for references 

to Eardisland in documentary 

sources of all kinds.  Mostly these 

are to be found in the County 

Record Office, the County Library 

and similar locations, and it is 

occasionally necessary to go 

further afield, particularly to the 

national archives at Kew in 

London. 

 In recent years, new sites 

on the internet have sometimes 

made such research much easier, 

and one such development recently 

has been the internet publication 

by The Times newspaper, of its 

entire archive from 1785 to 1985.  

This is to be found on  

www.timesonline.co.uk/archive. 

 On entering the name 

Eardisland, I discovered that 

during this period of 200 years, 

Eardisland was referred to in the 

pages of The Times on no fewer 

than 331 occasions. 

 Helpfully, the website 

divides the references into 

different categories of entry, for 

example:  

Classified Advertisements 

Births, Marriages and Deaths 

Property 

Sport 

News 

Official Appointments 

Letters to the Editor 

Law 

Politics and Parliament 

 

One of the earliest references to 

property  in Eardisland is to the 

sale, in May 1858 of ‘The Lynch 

Court’.  The details of the estate 

are given at length, as in the 

following extract: 

 ‘The Lynch Court, situate 

in the parish of Eardisland…. 

comprising the excellent family 

residence, with offices, lawn, 

garden, orchards, farm buildings 

and 295 acres of capital land, the 

greater part irrigated meadow, and 

noted for having some of the finest 

stock in the country, situate on the 

banks of the famous trout stream 

The Arrow, several cottages and 

parcels of accommodation land in 

the village of Eardisland…the 

Leominster Railway station is six 

miles from Lynch Court…and the 

railway now making from 

Leominster to Kington has been 

completed to Pembridge….’   The 

Times May 15
th
. 1858. 

 

The sale was to be by auction, so 

unfortunately we do not know the 

price at which the estate was sold.  

We do know however, that the 

owner who was selling, was J.K. 

Smythies Esq., of 5 Pump Court, 

Temple, London.   He was the son 

of the previous owner, John Robert 
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Smythies  about whom we already 

know a great deal.  He arrived in 

Eardisland in around 1811 as Lord 

of the Manor of Eardisland and for 

over forty years became, possibly, 

the first Lord of the Manor to take 

up permanent residence in the 

parish.  His influence in local 

affairs was obviously considerable, 

and not always to the benefit of the 

residents of the parish, but there is 

no doubt that he was a keen 

‘agriculturalist’ at a time when 

farming was going through an 

important stage of development in 

this country.  More details can be 

found about him in my article 

‘Towards a Social History of 

Eardisland’ in the publication ‘A 

Case Study of Burton Court in the 

Parish of Eardisland’. 

 Coming to more recent 

times, under the heading of 

Classified Advertisements, we find 

in The Times of December 10
th
. 

1946, the following item: 

‘Holly for Christmas - excellent 

quality, well berried, 12s 6d. per 

large crate, carriage paid passenger 

train: Christmas delivery 

guaranteed, - Smiths Fruit Farm 

Eardisland Herefordshire.’ 

 

And on a more sombre note, under 

‘News’ we find on July 11
th
 1954: 

                             

                                             

 

 ‘Myxomatosis ‘Mercy’ Plan 

 

Immediately after the appearance 

of myxomatosis in the Eardisland 

district the Herefordshire branch of 

the RSPCA stated today that they 

had devised a system of ‘mercy 

patrols’ which would go to any 

farm in the county where further 

outbreaks occurred.  All the 

animals found will be shot or 

chloroformed.’ 

 No doubt some of these 

331 references will find their way 

into future publications of the 

Society. 

Chris Wolland Chairman 
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GLAN ARROW AND LETTERS TO THE TIMES 

 

Since it is now possible to view The Times ‘on line’ some points of interest 

relating to Eardisland are emerging. A series of ‘Letters to the Editor’ 

published between 1978-1984 came from the then occupant of Glan 

Arrow. This caused me to examine an old file of notes made when the 

Oral History group was undertaking research which started in 1993. 

Information came from several interviewees.  

 

At the turn of the century Glan Arrow was owned by the Spencer family. They 

were thought to be the owners of one of the first cars in the village. It is 

thought that the Clowes in Burton Court may have had one around the same 

time. The Spencer family had a Daimler and it was a well-known sight 

emerging from the drive by the bridge. Their chauffeur (who also had other 

jobs in the village when not required as a driver) was Walter Williams. He was 

the grandfather of the late Mrs Nancy Price whose father owned the Bridge 

Stores. He had instituted the ‘Cocoa Concerts’ in the village school to raise 

money for a daily cup of cocoa for children who had no lunch.) Walter later 

became known as "Cabby Williams" because he ran a cab service to Kingsland 

station, taking or collecting passengers or goods for delivery. His grave-stone 

can be seen in the churchyard. He died at the age of 89 in 1953. 

 He also worked for the next owners, the Artindales, whom he had to 

drive to Buxton each year, when they took their holidays there. Families such 

as these had very regular patterns to their lives travelling the country at regular 

intervals. Mr Artindale had been a solicitor in Burnley. He moved with his 

family first to Aston on Clun and then to Eardisland in about 1920. Mrs Evans 

(Leslie's wife) came to work for them in 1933. 

 Although Mr Artindale had been ill for much of the time they were in 

the village, they were considered to have a good sense of community. They 

provided donations to the local hospital (which in those days was largely kept 

going by donations). This meant that they were provided with tickets for use in 

treatment when required, which they would give to needy villagers. Mrs 

Artindale often gave the poor semi-blind occupant of the lower part of the old 

Upper Mill, Ranter Jack, a shilling (in the days when a days work was worth 5 

shillings) and provide him and others with soup. They had three domestic staff 

working for them: a House Maid, a Parlour Maid and a Cook. They also had a 

gardener/chauffeur, Charlie Thomas, who lived in Staick House Cottage. They 

often presented prizes at village events such as whist drives, dances and other 

social occasions.  They had two daughters.  
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On their death the property was purchased by Mr Lowe of the Court House, 

who retained the mill and much of the surrounding land. It was then sold on to 

a family a member of whom is thought to have worked for Bulmers. After that 

it was sold to Lieutenant Colonel F.R. Salmon and his wife. It was the 

reference to this name that caused me to re-examine the notes on Glan Arrow. 

 The Times on Line link to the Letters to the Editor showed that 

Lieutenant Colonel Salmon was a comparatively successful letter writer to The 

Times. The paper presently receives between 700-800 letters a day of which 

about 18 are selected for publication. Whilst the development of email may 

have increased the number received substantially, nonetheless getting a letter 

published has always been considered quite an achievement. Between 1978-

1984 Lt.Col Salmon had 4 published.  

 In September 1978 he criticised the policy which threatened to close 

the school in Eardisland, making a strong plea for it to be retained as an 

essential feature of the local community. Sadly it fell on deaf ears and the 

school closed in 1979.  

 In September 1980 he wrote another powerful attack on the policy of 

printing his telephone bill in both English and Welsh as a huge waste of 

money. However, he noted, looking on the bright side, he had learned some 

useful Welsh words which he listed: Bil: Bill; Telephon: telephone; Stamp: 

Stamp; Post: Post; Giro: Giro. He ended on a threatening note stating that 

unless his next bill was in English only, he would either starve himself to death 

or give up eating Caerphilly cheese. 

 In December 1982 he was again in critical mode. He wrote a strong 

attack on Arthur Scargill who had stated that the Government had a hidden 

agenda to start closing coal mines. Lt.Col Salmon noted that he had worked as 

a general manager in a Durham Coal field and also in a similar capacity in 

South Wales 50 years before and was aware that they were all being subsidised 

and that they were costing the tax payer a great deal of money and that the 

possibility of closure was therefore a sensible one.  

 Finally, in 1984 he wrote in a more conciliatory tone regarding the 

imprisonment of Rudolph Hess. He wrote:  “His flight to Britain was, by any 

standards, an act of outstanding personal courage. He did at least make an 

effort, however futile, to end the war with the West and he was not in Germany 

during the worst Nazi excesses. For this reason, presumably, he was spared 

the fate of Ribbentrop and others. Instead we and our Allies have kept this now 

crazed old man - 90 next month - in prison since 1941, latterly in virtual 

solitary confinement.”  He goes on “Whatever may be the moral guilt of a 

German who stood near to Hitler, Hess had, in my view, atoned for this by his 

completely devoted and frantic deed of lunatic benevolence. He had something 
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of the quality of an envoy. He was a medical and not a criminal case, and 

should be so regarded”. 

 Both Frank Salmon and his wife Patricia died within 6 months of each 

other in 1997 and it is unfortunate that were not able to include them in our list 

of interviewees. It is apparent that we missed an opportunity to speak to an 

interesting and lively character as revealed in the letters now accessible on the 

Times website.  

Paul Selfe 

 

Family history: request for information 

A request has been received from Pat Dawson regarding her great grandfather 

who was Samuel Jepson. The earliest Jepson connection with Eardisland was 

the birth of her grandfather, Thomas Henry Jepson, in 1867, when Samuel’s 

occupation was given as gardener.   In the 1871 census Samuel was living in 

Burton Lane (no house number or name), aged 37, with wife Mary, children 

John, Annie, Alice and Thomas.   His occupation was given as Bailiff.   

Littlebury’s Directory 1876/7 shows Samuel Jepson as Farm Bailiff for J. 

Clowes Esq. 

 The 1881 census shows that Samuel had moved to 57 Bargates, 

Leominster, and his occupation was again that of gardener.   She believes he 

lived there until he died around 1910.  She thought it was probable that 

Thomas went to school in Eardisland, but he did not spend his adult life 

there.   Aged 14 he was an apprentice joiner with his uncle in North Wales.   

When he was 19 he joined the Army and served 21 yrs with the Royal 

Engineers, including the South African war, and rejoining for WW1. 

 She says that Samuel Jepson’s contribution to life in Burton Court was 

brief. But having seen the Eardisland website, also the Burton Court TV 

programme shown last year she says that these have given her a wonderful 

insight into the area and its history.  Previously Eardisland was only known to 

her as the name of the place where Grandfather was born!  She concludes by 

saying that she would be most grateful to receive any further information   

relating to her family or to hear of any suggestions where she may find further 

information. 

 In response some initial research was undertaken. Littlebury's Gazette 

1876, which includes Samuel Jepson as farm bailiff for J Clowes also states 

that he was the parish constable! He would have lived in either "Midcot" or 

"Lowcot" (now known as Old Permain and Keel Croft.) These were the only 

two properties in Burton Lane at that time which were part of the Burton Court 

estate. 

 We were able to confirm that her grandfather Thomas, did attend the 

school in Eardisland. A register of children taken in November 1877 shows 
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that Sam’s children were omn the school roll.  Alice was born on 19th March 

1865; Thomas 24/3/1867; Annie: 7/4/1869; John is not listed and was 

presumably working. It is interesting to note that Thomas later fought in South 

African war, since the son of John Clowes (Col Peter Clowes) did so too 

(where he commanded the 8th King's Hussars). 

 If anyone happens to have any other information about the Jepson 

family please let any member of the History Group have it and it will be 

forwarded to Pat Dawson. 

 

FROM THE RECORDS 

 

Some comments, if I may, on your "From the Records". 

 Parish Councils did not exist in 1872. The gentlemen you list 

constituted the Board of Trustees of the school. 

 Yes, John Clowes was Lord of the Manor of Burton, but George Yeld 

was not at Arrow Bank, then or ever. 

 George Yeld (snr) farmed Twyford from 1842 until he retired from 

"agricultural pursuits" in 1877. He died at Credenhill, where he had by then 

lived for some years, on 7th January 1889. His son George (baptised 9th June 

1845 at Eardisland) lived at the family home at Twyford until, after a very 

successful time at Oxford University, he took up a teaching position in York, 

where he married and settled. 

 But yes, there was a Yeld at Arrow Bank, Henry Yeld, brother of 

George Junior. It was he who was referred to in the WI Book in 1956 as “Old 

Henry Yeld that lived at Arrow Bank”. 

George Alderson 

 

I’m very grateful to George for this correction. I think my memory is going! 

Parish Councils were created towards the end of the Victorian era; Wikipedia 

says: 

 “In England parish councils were formed under the Local 

Government Act 1894 to take over local oversight of social welfare and civic 

duties in towns and villages. Before this date a variety of groups based around 

ecclesiastical (church) parishes had responsibility for these matters, in a 

system of local government that dated back to the feudal system of the 8th 

century. They are elected bodies, usually on a four year cycle. The number of 

councillors varies according to the population of the parish. 

Parish Councils have the power to precept (tax) their residents to support 

their operations and to carry out local projects. Although there is no limit to 

the amount that can be precepted, the money can only be raised for a limited 

number of purposes, defined in the 1894 Act. Although there are wide 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_Government_Act_1894
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_Government_Act_1894
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_welfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Village
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feudal_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8th_century
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variations, Parish Councils tend to be responsible for the provision of such 

facilites as village halls, recreation grounds and children's play areas. They 

have a legal right to be consulted and to comment on all planning applications 

in their areas. 

Today, a government policy known as Local Area Management is leading to 

an increase in the number of parish councils, especially in large towns and 

cities which have not in the past been "parished". Not every civil parish has a 

parish council; smaller ones—typically with an electorate under 200—only 

have parish meetings. Since a change in the law in 1974 many small market 

towns have Town Councils, whose powers are exactly the same as those of 

Parish Councils, although their Chairmen are entitled to style themselves as 

"Mayor." 

The civil parish should not be confused with the ecclesiastical parish, where 

the Church of England's Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) are concerned 

with the welfare of a particular religious community. Whilst both types of 

parish have common roots in the old vestry system, the civil parish is not 

linked to the church.” 

 And I got my Yelds mixed up. 

Chris Bivand 

 

The Eardisland History and Heritage Society now hold photocopies of the 

following : 

 Censuses of the parish for 1841, ‘51, ‘61, ‘71, ‘81 and ‘91  

 Registers of baptisms   1736 to 1858  

 Registers of burials      1736 to 1812  

 Registers of  marriages 1759 to 1836 

 

The census records have a great many points of interest, e.g. local trades,    

Superannuated Clerk of Inland Revenue [1851]), family sizes, birthplaces of  

villagers, and names of properties now lost.    

 All of these could save a few trips the Hereford Archive Office for 

anyone with an interest in family history, social studies, local trades, etc.  For a 

fee of £1.00 (to go to EH&HS funds) I will make a search for up to 10 entries, 

and for larger needs some suitable arrangements could be made. 

 Please contact me on 01544 388641 if interested. 

 

Graham Simpson  

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish_meeting
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Town_Councils&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_parish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parochial_Church_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vestry
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INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR BIRDS OF PREY 

 

In early June I dropped in to see Jemima Parry-Jones at the International 

Centre for Birds of Prey to chat about progress with the project and to see 

generally how things were going. As I arrived some dozen or so birds were 

being given a breath of fresh air and a bit of flying – they were fetched from 

their cages and placed on low perches where they were tethered; each with a 

bowl of water. They could flap their wings and enjoy being in the open. 

 I can’t tell you what a privilege it was to be so close to these 

magnificent creatures; I have seen eagles in the wild, for example, but when 

you within a few feet of one your realise just how splendid they are – and also 

how large they are, you really wouldn’t want to be around a grumpy one! 

 Later Alistair (right in the picture), Jemima’s assistant, flew the bird 

happily breakfasting on a mouse above. It was a spectacular sight and 

genuinely exciting – some of you will know this from the Fun Day in mid 

July, where Jemima gave a flying exhibition. 

 As far as future developments are concerned, all the main planning 

consents are in place although negotiations are still going on regarding some 

of the details; signage, for example, and the drainage and seating for visitors. 

Also the planting and landscaping plans need completing – the designer had 

just won a gold prize at Chelsea flower show and was therefore very busy. 
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 Naturally, I asked about time scales and Jemima is hoping to have all 

the birds on site by Christmas 2008, with view to opening to the public in 

February 2009; I looked a bit quizzical, knowing that February is a pretty dead 

month, but Jemima explained that the birds had to get used to having people 

around and settle to new routines, so a few people initially will help the 

introductory process, and also give staff time to get used to the setup – in other 

words, snagging. She made two points in particular; the conservation side of 

the Centre and staff training. As far as the latter is concerned, Jemima is 

expecting to have three people who will be experts in the birds, species and 

flying, and wants local people to fill other vacancies; for these non-experts she 

wants a full training programme so that they can answer visitors’ questions 

with reasonable confidence. 

 All things considered, Jemima has a pretty tight schedule, but seems 

very much in control, a veritable dynamo in fact. I have agreed to write more 

in the January 2009 which will probably have one of two themes; why the 

Centre is late opening, or the grand opening happens in a few days time – I 

hope it’s the latter. 

 

Chris Bivand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funerals 
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STUART HURDS 

 

Oil Fired Heating Engineer & Plumbing 

 

Commissioning, Servicing & Repairs Installations 

Aga -Rayburn - Stoves & Central Heating Boilers 

 

      Tel: 01544 318809 

 

Mobile: 07773010444 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C A Marsden 
 

Traditional and Modern Upholstery 

 
Upholstery : Loose Covers : Chair Caning 

 
Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 

 

Tel: 01544 388868  Mob: 07989 692472 

 

Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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Monet’s garden at Giverny, 14
th

 June 2008 – a visit by the twinning group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unique landscapes 
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H.W.S. 

 

PEST CONTROL 

 

*WASPS  *BEES  *HORNETS  *ANTS  

*RATS  *MICE  *FLIES  *FLEES  

*MOLES  *SQUIRRELS 

 

Farm contracts and private work 

undertaken 

 

1
st

 CLASS SERVICE AT UNBEATABLE 

RATES! 

 

Call Darren 24/7 on : 01544 231509 

Mob: 07778 033862
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Bryony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTACT THE EDITOR  

 

Please forward your magazine copy, in any form, to: 

 

Chris Bivand, Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT   

 

:  01544 – 388375 (answer phone available) 

e - mail: chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Oldlands Press courtesy of Andrew Rixon 

 

The copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine is: 

 

 

  FRIDAY, 5th SEPTEMBER 2008 
 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  Views expressed are those of individual 

contributors and not necessarily those of Eardisland Parish Council. 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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Sunday 31 August – 15th after Trinity  

11.00 am Monastic Eucharist Kingsland 

6.30 pm Flower Festival Songs of 

Praise 

Aymestrey 

   

Sunday 7 September – 16th after Trinity 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Eardisland 

11.00 am Choral Matins BCP Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP Aymestrey 

6.30 pm Holy Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

   

Sunday 14 September – Holy Cross Day  

8.00 am Holy Eucharist BCP  Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins BCP Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist CW Aymestrey 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist CW Kingsland 

   

Sunday 21 September – St Matthew 

9.30 am Holy Eucharist BCP Eardisland 

11.00 am Sung Eucharist BCP Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Eucharist (Leinthall 

closed) 

Aymestrey 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong BCP Kingsland 

 

And at 10.00am each Thursday unless otherwise stated:  

said Holy Eucharist BCP at Kingsland 
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