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Otters in the River Arrow, photo taken by James MacRae earlier this year. 
These fascinating animals used to be hunted with dogs, similar to fox hunting. 
(There is a picture in the book ‘Eardisland’ by members of the Eardisland Oral 

History Group, ISBN 0 9526472 0 6.) 
 

An otter's den is called a holt or couch. A male otter is a dog, a female a bitch, and 
a baby a whelp, kit, or pup. The collective nouns for otters are bevy, family, lodge 
or romp, being descriptive of their often playful nature, or when in water, raft. 

(According to Wikipedia)  
 

  

http://wikipedia.orange.co.uk/wiki/Collective_noun
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens: 
     Mrs S Askew                              Dr A Hoda 
    The Granary                               Arrow Lawn    

Tel: 01544 388637                    Tel: 01544 388131 
 

 
 

Sunday 29th  May 

11.00 am Benefice Communion  Aymestrey 

 

Sunday 5th June 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Eucharist (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 12th June - Pentecost 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 19th June – Trinity Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 26th June  

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9:30 am Holy Communion   Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 
 
I have been asked to put this message in 
the magazine for villagers: it’s self 
explanatory -“Hereford Times:  if you 
want anything to go into the village 
news section of the Hereford Times - 
either an announcement of a 
forthcoming event or a report on one 
that has happened -  please let James 
Miller know, ideally by e-mail 
(jmiller114@btinternet.com) or 
otherwise to Orchard Cottage (at the 
southern end of the village) or 01544-
388454”.  
 Mavis Tantrum wrote “Just to 
remind you that we had a hose & reel 
taken from our garage wall. This was not 
visible from the road so someone was 
nosing around.” The message reinforces 
the Neighbourhood Watch advice from 
the Police, keep your eyes open and 
have regard to security. Mavis also 
asked for the members of 
Neighbourhood Watch and their 
telephone numbers to be re-printed: this 
I have done on page 20. 

Also, Dian Cope asks for any 
rosettes from the Eardisland Show to be 

returned (presumably to her) as this is a 
great expense each year. She is sure that 
people have them tucked away in 
drawers and their return would be 
appreciated. 
  I have reported the elections, 
as they apply to the village, starting on 
page 5. I believe these to be important 
because decisions made by both our 
Parish Council and Herefordshire County 
Council are influential on to all of us. 

On an entirely different note, I 
was greatly saddened to hear of the 
death of Doug Powell. In the late 90s, 
when we were renovating Arrow Bank, I 
came in one day to find an elderly man 
with red cheeks standing in a large hole 
(which finally became a sitting room). 
“Hello”, I said and wandered into the 
chaos which was to become the kitchen. 
I saw Dave Gittoes (who was working 
here at the time). “ Who’s that?” “Doug 
Powell”, Dave said. Doug came round 
frequently to inspect the work. He 
worked on this house in the 50/60s and 
left his ‘trade mark’ on a stone wall and 
Orangerie. Goodbye Doug. 

Chris Bivand 
 

mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2010/2011 
 

Sunday 19
th

 June Duck Race 

18
th

/19
th

 June  Open Gardens 

Friday 1
st

 July MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Sunday 10
th

 July Summer lunch - see page 11 

August Bank Holiday Sunday Annual Duck Race 

Friday 2
nd

 September MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Saturday 3
rd

 September Village Show 

Saturday 29
th

 October  Halloween Party 

Friday 11
th

 November MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Saturday 12
th

 November Village Band and Friends, VH, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 22
nd

 November  Christmas Bingo 

 
OBITUARY 
 

Doug Powell  (1931-2011) 
 
Doug Powell died on 5th May. He had recently celebrated his 80th birthday.  
Doug  was born and raised in Pembridge, but spent a great part of his life in 
Eardisland, until he and his wife Marje moved to Orleton  about 10 years ago. 
Doug spent his working life in the building trade. In Eardisland he worked for Jim 
Taylor from 1951-59. He did a whole range of jobs - bricking, roofing and 
plumbing; he described himself as ‘the famous Eardisland left-handed plasterer’. 
He helped to erect the bells in the church in 1952 and did other work renovating 
the church at that time and assisted in the moving of the gravestones. Later he 
was part of the team that renovated the  school (before it became the village hall). 
He was also involved, too, in  moving  the bowling green from Arrow Green to its 
present site in the early 1960s. 

In 1959 he was working on the demolition of Garnstone Castle, near 
Weobley. He had to take the stones to Arrow Bank because the then owners 
wanted a nice wall built there. He worked with Jock Taylor, Jim’s brother. He  
erected the door from the castle in the present arch in the wall and he was able to 
mark his initials in the end of the wall near the style; he  often proudly showed 
surprised visitors the place he had inscribed them, which can still be seen. 
He worked for other companies in due course, working on the roads, but always 
keeping his hand in as a plaster and brick layer. 

Growing up as a lad in Pembridge he had a fund of stories about the 
railway line that passed through the village. He recalled the last train that went to 
Kington in the 1960s.  The last was a goods train in 1964. He travelled on the train 
to Leominster regularly between the ages of 4-14. He and a friend used to pick 
fruit in Pembridge and sell it in Leominster which gave him some pocket money. 
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He remembered laying half pennies on the line as the train arrived which flattened 
them into pennies.  

He had stories, too, about the floods he encountered, pushing cars and 
pulling them by tractor. He remembered watching people skating on the Arrow in 
hard winters and the terrible one of 1947 when the local villages were cut off for 
months. He was a member of the air gun club and recalled the evenings in the 
Cross when nobody went home until after midnight. The club subsequently moved 
to the Smithy. 

Doug had a lovely sense of humour and told his stories with a twinkle in 
his eye. He was a true countryman who loved being part of the community. He 
enjoyed a daily stroll round the village, chatting to people and was always 
fascinated by the building work that he saw.  He was a wonderful gardener; his 
garden was always immaculate and a photo can be seen in the book ‘Portrait of a 
Village’ (p.57) and many people benefited from his guidance. 

We were extremely pleased that we were able to record on tape and on 
film the stories that Doug told about his life and his recollections of social changes 
in the village. He was a kind, helpful man who cared deeply about the community 
and was always pleased to offer his help or advice especially where building 
matters were discussed. He will be greatly missed by all those who knew him and 
especially Marje, his son Brian, daughter-in-law Tina, and his grandchildren Daniel 
and Luke. 

Paul Selfe 
 

ELECTIONS - MAY 2011 
 
The Eardisland Parish Council seats were uncontested. Three Councillors stood 
down: Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Peter Davenport and Graham Simpson. Three people 
wished to join the Council: Phil Milchard, James Miller and Esther Simpson. 
Therefore, the latter three fill the vacant seats. 
 
The Parish Council as of 11

th
 May 2011 is: 

 
Maryan Hanson  (Chair) 
Greta Pennington (Vice Chair) 
 
Phil Milchard 
James Miller 
Albert Sheffield 
Esther Simpson 
David Weir 
(I will publish contact details as soon as I can. Ed.)  
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Eardisland Parish Council - Composition of Committees: 
 
Finance Working Group:  Cllr Maryan Hanson, Cllr Greta Pennington, Cllr Albert 
Sheffield, Mrs Suzanne Wenczek. 
Footpath Officers:  Mr Derek Wareham, Mr Chris Watson. 
Lengthsman:  Mr Graham Simpson. 
Leominster Police Community Consultative Group:  Cllr David Weir. 
Parish Magazine Liaison Officer:  Cllr James Miller. 
Parish Plan Steering Committee:  Cllr Greta Pennington, Cllr Albert Sheffield. They 
will meet with the Steering Committee on 25

th
 May and report back in the next 

issue of the magazine. 
Planning Committee:  At least 3 ad hoc Councillors (dependent upon availability).  
Playground Inspection Co-ordinator:  Cllr Phil Milchard. 
Shobdon Airport Standing Committee:  Cllr David Weir, Mr Peter Davenport. 
Staff Working Group:  Cllr Maryan Hanson, Cllr Greta Pennington, Cllr James 
Miller. 
Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr Albert Sheffield. 
 

A THANK YOU TO THE RETIRING PARISH COUNCILLORS 

PETER DAVENPORT 
 

 has worked tirelessly for the community over the last 40 years 

 lead a deputation to the House of Commons to try and prevent the 
closure of the Village School in 1978 

 helped to get the village school become a much-needed Village Hall 

 actively lobbied to get the A44 re-routed in 1986 - the village is so 
different without the heavy lorries 

 made all grant applications to buy and re-roof the Village Hall and 
upgrade the Village Hall Car Park 

 was Chairman of the Dovecote trustees 

 was actively involved in the planning process of all the 
significant developments in the parish 

 helped with many village events 

 was always available to do jobs such as erect the oak railings by the 
river bank and help lay the parquet floor in the Village Hall. 
 

It was a privilege to work with Peter when I was Clerk and he was Chairman of 
the Council. 

Thank you Peter, you have contributed so much to the direction and 
history of the Village. 
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RUTH BRINTON-BIVAND 
 

 has been a very active Parish Councillor for 8 years 

 set up the Twinning Association 

 led the campaign for the Village shop 

 pushed for the setting up the Parish Website 
 

Thank you Ruth for your commitment and foresight. 
 
GRAHAM SIMPSON 
 

 has been an active Parish Councillor for 8 years 

 as Lengthsman scheme co-ordinator 

 helping to sort out Lyme lane flooding 
problems 

 trying to reduce speeding in the Village 
 
Thank you Graham for your help and dedication. 

Maryan Hanson 
Chair, Eardisland Parish Council 

A PUBLIC THANK YOU TO PETER DAVENPORT 
 
The appointment of a new Parish Council sees the retirement of Peter Davenport 
after a long and distinguished period of public service to our community.  
Peter was elected to the newly formed Eardisland, Monkland and Stretford Group 
Parish Council in June 1973.  Group Parish Councils were one of the outcomes of 
the local government re-organisation formulated by the Heath government.  At 
the same time the widely unwelcomed and unloved County of Hereford and 
Worcester came into being. 

Like the Heath government itself, many of the re-organisation measures 
failed to stand the test of time. Our local Parish Councils agreed to de-merge into 
their former individual councils having found the group concept cumbersome and 
impractical.  It took Herefordshire 25 years to shake off Worcestershire: merge in 
haste, repent at leisure! 

Peter did, however, stand the test of time, being re-elected at or near the 
top of the poll for six successive elections (we have not needed an election for the 
past 8 years).  In June 1981 he was elected chairman and served in that capacity 
for 24 years until handing on the chair to Serena Askew in May 2005. 

Now Peter has retired from the Council after 38 years. In that time he has 
chaired and debated always with the well-being of the community foremost in his 



 8 

mind.  In his earlier years he also undertook a great deal of physical work on 
hedges, ditches, trees and gravel laying on behalf of the community.  

It is a record that we are unlikely to see equalled for a long time, if ever.  
Thank you, Peter from everyone who has the well-being of our parish at heart.  
 
RUTH BRINTON-BIVAND 
 
I would like to thank Maryan, Chair of the Council, for her kind words in 
recognition of my contributions over the past eight years. 
 Maryan has highlighted those projects which I have perhaps enjoyed the 
most during my time served on the Council. It has been a real pleasure to use my 
language skills in helping to set up the Twinning Association; I have relished the 
challenge of working on the campaign for the Community Shop; and I believe that 
our excellent Parish Website is a key to improving communications within (and 
beyond) our community. 
 I shall miss being on the Council - and maybe, at some point in the future, 
with a little more time on my side, I will throw my hat back into the ring! 
 
GRAHAM SIMPSON 
 
It was when I was writing a lengthy, (but probably futile!) letter to Planning re. the 
proposed alterations at the Manor House that I realised how very fortunate we 
are in Eardisland to have the kind of total environment which we enjoy. I had had 
concerns about changes in the past, and had therefore investigated thoroughly 
the somewhat subjective and vague "rules" governing Conservation Areas, when I 
found, in the Unitary Development Plan (of 2007), the following: 

"Conservation Areas should not be seen as static 'museum' 
environments. Change must take place to accommodate the needs of residents, 
businesses and visitors. Herefordshire Council will be flexible in its approach to 
conservation areas, for example by allowing further housing for local people or 
providing for economic growth. However this must be balanced against the 
particular intrinsic qualities of each such area so that changes do not damage their 
special character, but, preferably, enhance it." 

I have always had this approach during my time on the Council, and feel 
that "our" very special environment should be right at the forefront of the Parish 
Council's thinking and actions. 
 
COUNTY ELECTIONS 
 
Along with our Parish Council, there 
were changes via elections to 
Herefordshire County Council. Our 
previous representative, John 

Goodwin, has stood down. He has 
always shown an interest in 
Eardisland and often attended 
Parish Council meetings. I asked 
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John to write a few notes on his 
work. He wrote: 

“I was born in 1932 into a 
farming family in the village of 
Almeley and educated at Almeley 
and Kington Grammar School. At 
university I graduated in physics and 
spent a career in military avionic 
systems engineering and 
management, both in the UK and 
Germany. After retirement I 
returned to Herefordshire in 1994. I 
have always regarded this part of 
the country as home and have been 
very pleased that we decided to 
return. 

I became a Herefordshire 
councillor for Weobley Ward in 2000 
and then for Golden Cross with 
Weobley Ward in 2003.  
 My main driving force has 
been to utilise my knowledge and 
experience of the world and 
government to progress the 
aspirations and well-being of our 
rural community and to preserve 
our beautiful county. In parallel with 
work on the Council I have been a 
member of the Hfds. and Worcs. Fire 
and Rescue Authority, a governor of 
Weobley High School, a member of 
the River Lugg Drainage Board and a 
member of the Courtyard Theatre 
Board. 
 On the Council I have 
chaired the Environment Scrutiny 
Committee and sat on many other 
committees over the 11years, the 
most recent being the Audit and 
Governance Committee and the 
Regulatory Committee. 
 Locally, improvements have 
been obtained in the safety 

and maintenance of our roads, 
including a new bridge over the Wye 
at Bridge Sollers.  Also much work 
has been put into achieving common 
sense in planning both for housing 
and employment. Much 
improvement has been obtained for 
Weobley schools, with the High 
School recently being rated by 
OFSTED as "Outstanding". 

At County level, much 
effort has been, and is being made, 
to improve the economic and salary 
levels of Herefordians to limit the 
drift away from the County. Great 
effort has been made to update 
Hereford City and to safeguard the 
County's farming heritage with the 
new livestock market. Much 
government support has been 
obtained for flood defence schemes, 
industrial estates across the County 
and road improvements.  There is 
much still to do on these schemes, 
especially at this time of cuts, and it 
is hoped that this will continue to be 
progressed with the new 
Herefordshire Council.” 
 
John Goodwin’s successor is Mark 
John Kirby Cooper (Conservative). 
Mark attended the Eardisland Parish 
Council meeting of Wednesday 11

th
 

May and made a few introductory 
comments. He emphasised that he 
wishes to represent the whole 
community without political bias, he 
may also contribute to the 
magazine.  
 01544 318001 
Address: 3 Orchard Close, Dilwyn, 
HR4 8HQ (an email address will 
follow). 
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EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND – JUNE 18
TH

 & 19
TH

 2011 
 
This is a reminder that the annual Open Gardens Weekend will again welcome 
visitors and locals alike to enjoy a numbers of the beautiful gardens we are lucky 
to have in our village. 

Plans are well advanced for the event, which this year is to raise 
desperately-needed funds for the church. However volunteers are always 
welcome and we particularly need more helpers with the refreshments in the 
village hall. If there is anyone who feels they can spare an hour and a half on 
either day – to wash up, make teas, sandwiches, or any of the other tasks that go 
towards providing our visitors with enjoyable refreshments  - please contact me. 

Otherwise – why not pay a visit to the gardens and see for yourselves 
what lovely gardens this village has? Tickets will be on sale at the Village Hall at £5 
per head (under 16s free). 

Serena Askew 
 01544 388637 

E: serena.askew@btconnect.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:serena.askew@btconnect.com
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RIVERSIDE SUMMER LUNCH 

at 

ARROW LAWN  

EARDISLAND 

 

Two Course Luncheon 

Under Cover on the Lawn beside the Arrow  

12.30pm on Sunday July 10th 

 

Licensed Bar 

 

Tickets £12 each from Beryl & Alister Hoda 

01544 388131 

 

In aid of St Mary’s Church General Fund 

 
 
 
EARDISLAND CHURCH FLOWER GUILD 
 
A big ‘Thank You’ to everyone who 
gave so generously to our Easter Lily 
Appeal this year. This paid for our 
flower arrangers to decorate the 
Chancel with a wonderful display of 
Lilies and other seasonal flowers to 
celebrate Easter Day whilst 
remembering loved ones and giving 
thanks for special things in our lives. 

A sum of £210 was raised 
and monies remaining after the 
purchase of the flowers will be used 
to buy flowers for other special 
occasions in our Church calendar 
later in the year. Again, our sincere 
thanks to you all. 

P W Roche 
 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND - SAVE THE DATE! 
 
The band is holding it’s annual concert ‘Eardisland Village Band and Friends’ at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall on Saturday 12

th
 November 2011. Please save the date! 

 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
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PARISH FOOTPATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME: UPDATE 
 
Eardisland Parish Council was awarded a grant of £390.00 from Herefordshire Council for 
2010/11. This money is to be used to improve, and encourage the use of, Eardisland’s 
Rights of Way, with materials for repair /enhancement supplied by Herefordshire County 
Council. 

In the year, £130.00 was spent on contractor’s fees to make repairs to the path 
network, overseen by the footpath officers, and £45 was spent on framing the footpaths 
map for the Parish Council. 

The unspent grant of £215 will carry over into 2011/12, which, when added to the 
award of further grant of £280.00 for 2011/12, means that the Parish Council has available 
£495 for the current year for this use. 

 
Footpaths: Operational/Legal Framework : Herefordshire Council guidelines: 
 
Gates & Stiles on Public Rights of Way 
  
Note that all gates & all stiles on public rights of way are owned by the landowners who 
have the legal responsibility to maintain them in a safe & easily usable condition & are 
solely liable for any injury that occurs to users caused through neglect or non-maintenance. 
The Council has the legal responsibility to ensure that landowners fulfil their legal 
obligations! 
The Council (Direct or through the P3 scheme) will install new gates to replace stiles without 
charging for materials or labour. 
Existing stiles can be kept if a landowner wishes (they will deliver new for old free of charge) 
but the landowner must install. 
 
No new stiles are allowed in the network 
New gates/posts/metal work will be delivered free of charge to replace old/broken items 
but the landowner must install. 

A new fence line crossing a public right of way must have a gate on the legal line that has 
been authorised in writing & must be for stock control purposes only. 

 
Other public rights of way furniture. 
All other structures: signposts; wayposts; footbridges; ditch crossings; steps etc. are the 
responsibility of the Council to maintain & replace as necessary. 
  
Legal Lines & Surfaces. 
Whilst the Council does not own the surfaces of public rights of way it does have a legal 
responsibility to ensure that they are fit for purpose. 

The Landowner has the responsibility not to damage, obstruct or impede 
public rights of way. 
 Damage to the surface that makes it unfit for purpose must be repaired by the 
perpetrator. 

 Derek Wareham/Chris Watson 
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 EARDISLAND IN BLOOOM (INCORPORATING THE E.TEAM) 
  
Eardisland in Bloom’s overall aim is to co-operate and work with Eardisland Parish 
Council and other Village Organisations for the betterment, enhancement and 
enjoyment of the village for both residents and visitors alike. 
 
What Are We Doing? 
 
So far this year, we have: 

 Woodstained the fencing around the children’s play area on the 
recreation ground  

 Weeded and manured the war memorial roses (manure supplied by John 
Hope) 

 Tidied the area in front of the village shop 

 Organised a successful litter pick – the subject of another article in this 
magazine 

 Removed the disintegrating oak barrels by the telephone box  
 
In addition  

 We are working towards, and overseeing, Eardisland’s entry in the Heart 
of England In Bloom Campaign, aiming to achieve another 'GOLD' award. 
There will be new plantings to come associated with this 2011 campaign 
undertaken by the E team, funded by previous competition award 
monies, and further tidying of public areas, eg around the village hall 

 We are staining/preserving the wooden railings beside the layby in front 
of the river at the Leominster side of the river bridge  

 We are running the popular 'Tallest Sunflower' competition again taking 
place during the summer months. The last date for receipt of entries was 
30

th
 April 2011, and there are 44 entries, using sunflower seeds supplied 

free. There will be cash prizes for 1
st

, 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 in each age category.  
Judging will be held during mid to late August – details will be posted on 
the village notice board. Presentations to the prize winners will take place 
at the village show on 4

th
 September. 

What Can You do? 

We welcome positive ideas & offers of help, especially as we approach the judging 
of the “In Bloom” campaign, due mid-late July 2011. Please contact Derek 
Wareham if you want to contribute to our efforts on behalf of the village.  
 

Derek Wareham 
Chris Watson 
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EARDISLAND’S LITTER PICK MORNING 
 
Organised by the E Team/ Eardisland in Bloom Group, and publicised at short 
notice in the village shop and a few posters, 10.00 am on Saturday 9th April saw a 
lovely warm spring sunny day, and a group of 12 adults and 4 children gathered by 
the dovecote armed with large plastic dustbin bags, and a collection of picking 
tools. 

Under the close supervision of Derek Wareham, our valiant volunteers 
were allocated/chose areas in and around Eardisland to seek out and pick that 
menace of modern life, litter. 

Over a couple of hours, and blessed by the wonderful weather, they 
collected an astonishing amount of the stuff:  4½  bin bags of beer/cider/pop cans 
destined for recycling and 6 bin bags of assorted rubbish to go to the Council’s 
dump for landfill in Leominster.  
 A big ‘thank you’ goes to the participants of this litter pick: 
Alan Brace, Ben, Etienne and Harris Woodcock, Brian and Edna Pollard, Chris 
Watson, Eric Pickles, Hannah Vernon, June M, Margaret Milchard and her 
grandchild Calum, Pete Dedman, Ruth Miller, Shelley and Lily Connop, Mike Lynch 
and Helen Mitchel and Christy and Joseph, Val Holloway, with Derek Wareham 
and Barry and Kathleen Freeman helping in the background. 
Apologies to anyone missed off this list. 

With the Heart of England In Bloom judging to happen in Eardisland in 
late July, another session will be organised for very close to the judging day. A 
date and call for volunteers will be publicised via the village shop and this 
magazine. We are also planning another session in early winter 2011 after the 
verge greenery dies down. Again, the date is to be fixed and anyone offering help 
will be very welcome. 

Derek Wareham 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Our collection at Morrisons in April raised £1,183, helped in large part by people 
shopping on a fine sunny day and being in generous mood. As well as coins, 
people were parting with notes which, in these difficult times, is all the more 
impressive.  Many thanks to those who helped in the collection. 

On Saturday April 30
th

 we had our Royal Wedding Village Tea Party, which 
was followed by enjoyable and appropriate music provided by the village band.  
The event also provided an opportunity for a raffle and donations to be made to 
the Hospice, which raised £275.  Many thanks to all who worked hard to make it a 
happy occasion, whilst at the same time remembering the work of St Michael’s.  

We have also received a donation of £78 from the Village Hall 
Committee, which is the excess of the money raised for the celebration mugs at 
the very successful Victorian Music Hall Evening held on Saturday April 2

nd
.  The 
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Committee had decided that if there were any excess monies, these would be 
donated to St Michael’s Hospice, so once again many thanks for this generous 
gesture, which brings our total to £353.   

During the weekend of July 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 there will be an open gardens and 
scarecrow competition in Kingsland, on Saturday from 11.00am to 5.00pm and on 
Sunday from 12.00noon to 5.00pm.  All the proceeds will go to the Hospice, so, if 
you can, do have a look at some of the gardens in one of our neighbouring 
villages, plus the wonderful scarecrows.  There will be light refreshments served in 
the Post Office to ease your way around the gardens.  

So far, our fund raising is going very well this year, so we hope this 
continues for the rest of the events.  

Once again our very grateful thanks to all who support the Hospice in 
whatever way. 

Annie Mitchell  388605 
Beryl Hoda 388131 

Dorothy Brown 388389 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
We are delighted to report that your Community Shop goes from strength to 
strength. 

We had record sales for the Easter week and are showing growth on last 
year. The high sales over the last couple of weeks have caught us out slightly 
resulting in some out of stocks as we have not been able to keep pace. Should you 
have been unfortunate enough to not be able to purchase your usual or required 
product we do apologise. 

We are not yet in a position to publish our trading results for the first 
year, these will be released to members at an AGM and then be lodged with the 
Financial Services Authority as is required. 

I have recently, at the request of the Plunkett Foundation, been trying to 
give some guidance and support to groups from Kingsland and Wellington villages 
who are considering setting up Community Shops. I am asked often what is the 
key requirement for success, my answer is always, volunteers. We are fortunate to 
have a fantastic band of volunteers who make the shop work and the success that 
it undoubtedly is. As is always the case, we could use more. 

We still intend to mark the first anniversary of our opening with a ‘social’ 
to say a big thank you to our volunteers and customers. Details are yet to be 
agreed and will be posted in the shop when finalised. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
Albert Sheffield 

Eardisland Community Shop Association 
Phone : 01544 388984 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
We are disappointed to have to advise you that,following a meeting of the 
Committee of the La Vieille Lyre Twinning Association, they have requested that 
we postpone their planned visit to Eardisland until 2012. 

They have proposed to us that they visit in May 2012.  
The Eardisland Twinning Association year end is July and we will arrange 

an AGM shortly afterwards when we can review the situation and discuss the 
proposed new visit dates and ideas for the event. 

Albert Sheffield 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland 
In February the local policing team wes able to commence speed enforcement in 
the village. The laser gun has been operated by a variety of police officers in the 
centre of the village on seven separate sessions over an eight week period. To 
date no speed tickets have been issued but one driver was given a warning, and 
another driver charged with driving a vehicle with no current insurance. In 
addition the police have expressed their concern to drivers who have 
inappropriately parked their vehicles causing other drivers and pedestrians 
significant inconvenience. 
A number of residents have questioned the siting of the laser gun in the centre of 
the village. However the legal requirement is such that the laser gun has to record 
vehicle speeds 176 yards from the 30mph sign. Inevitably the bends in the road 
and the river bridge have an impact on speeds so that by the time any vehicle 
reaches the centre of the village there is less chance of a vehicle exceeding the 
legal limit. 
 
Internet Safety - Protecting Children Online 
West Mercia Police has launched an e-safety campaign which aims to raise 
awareness of the potential dangers which exist online and inform parents about 
how they can keep their children safe.  
Please copy and paste the link below for the e-safety page and encourage parents 
and carers in your community to read and follow the safety advice provided.  
www.westmercia.police.uk/e-safety 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 

1. Thefts in Eardisland! 
Offenders have stolen a 47kg propane gas bottle from behind a caravan in the 
Arrow Bank Holiday Park. The bottle was red in colour and the supplier’s name 
Flodes was evident on the bottle. 
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Both of our vehicles parked in the courtyard area of Arrow Lea were broken into 
during the night of 18 April. Both vehicles were locked but the intruders were able 
to gain entrance to the vehicles and pour through the contents of the cars without 
setting off any alarm system! Fortunately nothing of value was in either vehicle 
though the police have ‘two suspects in mind’. 
On the night of 5 May an expensive decorative millstone was stolen from the 
garden of Glan Arrow cottage. 
In each of these three latest cases the police and the local NW team were 
contacted and the information posted on the village website to alert other 
residents. It is important that we continue to support each other and build 
confidence and re-assurance across the parish even though crime is still relatively 
rare and low level. 
 
Bogus Charity Collector! 
West Mercia Police is issuing a warning to shops and pubs across Herefordshire 
about an apparently bogus charity collector, who claims to be collecting for a 
leukaemia charity. 
The man has visited many shops in Leominster over the past few weeks and 
intelligence suggests he may also be active in Hereford. He claims that his child 
died from leukaemia recently and that he is either collecting for Leukaemia 
Research or looking to be sponsored on a charity run. He often claims that by 
giving money, the premises will get a mention or advert in the local newspaper, 
sometimes saying it's because he works for the local paper and so the adverts will 
be free.  
 
Paypal Account Scam 
The following email is being circulated to both PAYPAL account holders as well as non 
account holders. It is a scam and should be ignored/deleted. Thank you. 
 
Dear valued PayPaI® Customer, 
We need your help resolving an issue with your account. To give us time to work together on 
this, we've temporarily limited what you can do with your account until the issue is resolved.  
What's the problem?  
We noticed some unusual activity on the credit card linked to your PayPaI® account.  
Case ID Number: PP-001-212-055-698  
How you can help? 
It's usually pretty easy to take care of things like this. Most of the time, we just need a little 
more information about your account.  
To help us with this and to find out what you can and can't do with your account until the 
issue is resolved, please proceed to our secure web form by clicking here.  
 
Thanks, 
PayPaI® 
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Fuel Thefts 
There continue to be reports of the theft of heating oil or diesel. Please check the 
guidelines and advice that were published in the last Parish Magazine. They might 
help! 
 
Garden Crime 
The sun is out, but thieves are about! The recent sunny weather has meant that 
many people will be taking the opportunity to get to work in their gardens. It is 
important that we review and improve our garden and shed security. 
Many people leave valuable equipment in gardens and unsecured sheds, 
providing easy pickings for opportunist thieves. So please take the time to ensure 
that valuables are stored securely.  
West Mercia has produced a leaflet that gives further security advice, which is 
available to download from the force website by copying and pasting the 
following link:- 
 
http://www.westmercia.police. uk/advice-centre/home-and-garden-
security/garden-security.html  
 
1. Opportunist burglaries  
Warmer temperatures mean that some people leave their homes literally wide 
open to opportunist thieves and the summer sees an increase in the incidents of 
'walk in' burglaries.  
Often people leave their doors and windows open to keep their homes cool. This  
presents a chance to thieves who won't think twice about walking into homes to 
steal what they can.  
Don't leave your valuables in full view e.g. don't leave your car keys by an open 
front door or a purse near an open window.  
Also, don't leave doors and windows open if you aren't using that part of the 
house e.g. if you are in the garden lock your front door to prevent any one 
wandering in. 
 
2. Beauty spot thefts  
Traditionally at this time of year there is an increase in the number of incidents of 
thefts from beauty spot car parks. However, thieves also take the opportunity to 
travel out to the country, visiting remote car parks on the look out for valuables 
left in vehicles, whether they are locked or not. We should all always remove all 
valuables when leaving our car and only take with us what is absolutely necessary 
on days out. 
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2. Useful garden security tips: 
 

Physical security of sheds 
. Sheds are not well designed for 
safe storage so there are a number 
of measures you can take to make 
theft more difficult for burglars 
. Shed doors should be fitted with a 
good quality, close-shackle padlock 
. Sheds with windows should be 
fitted with a grille or mesh 
. Burglar alarms can be purchased 
for sheds and outbuildings. Battery-
powered shed alarms are 
inexpensive and can be bought 
from DIY stores or locksmiths. 
 
Security of property inside sheds 
. Expensive items such as bicycles, 
power tools, mowers, garden tools 
and golf clubs should not be stored 
in sheds.  
. If there is no alternative place to 
store them, they should be secured 
to a strong anchor within the shed, 
e.g. metal rings fixed to concrete on 
the shed floor 
. Large items should be chained 
together - it is more difficult for a 
thief to carry away a lot of large 
heavy items all at once 
. All items stored in a shed should 
be property marked 

Defensible planting 
. Defensible planting (prickly plants) 
is nature's own way of deterring 
burglars and increasing the security 
of your home and garden 
. It is not meant to replace, but to 
complement other security 
measures 
. Defensible planting can be used to 
protect all areas of your garden and 
property, e.g. perimeters, windows 
and drainpipes 
 
Boundaries and lighting 
. Boundary fences, gates and walls 
should be kept in good repair as 
they can prevent thieves from 
getting to the back and sides of a 
property 
. Good garden lighting will 
illuminate your garden, putting off 
potential thieves 
 
Security of tools and ladders 
. Garden tools and ladders should 
not be left lying around in gardens 
. Unsecured tools and ladders can 
be used to break into a property 
. Garden equipment should be 
property marked 

 
Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
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Neighbour- 
hood Watch 
Co-Ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 01544 388605 

 
 
Neighbour- 
hood Watch Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 
Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Upper Hardwick 
Broome Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 
Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 
01544 388641 
01544 388976 

 
RECTOR’S LETTER 

 
The last few days have seen the World change. We’ve had 
a Royal Wedding, which proved a huge success much to the 
surprise of many media commentators. We’ve seen the 
death of Osama Bin Laden, which has long-term 
implications for “the War on Terrorism”. And we’ve had 
local elections and a referendum. All of these have been 
against a backdrop of major upheaval in the Arabic world, 
which may prove far more significant to the future of the 
world than any single terrorist group.  

Yet in the midst of it all we celebrated Easter, the 
days when the world was forever changed, however little 

we might realise. For the story of Easter, with the Love of God to the fore, rescuing 
us from what has gone wrong with the world and ourselves (sin) and the terrible 
consequences (death - in all aspects) offers hope and stability in a changing yet 
unchanging world! And it shows us the best is yet to come, whilst encouraging us 
to seek it and make it happen!  

Easter then is a time to look back and assess, and look forward and 
dream.   

This magazine includes the report I gave at the Church Annual Meeting. It 
includes a section on the issue of pews which I know for some is a major concern. 
Please read my comments and come and talk to me. And remember, the works at 
the Church is a time like Easter to look back and assess (keeping what is good?) 
and looking forward and dreaming (what might we want the Church to be for our 
children and grandchildren?). 

I wish you joy and dreams as Easter offers new possibilities, new 
potential, new Life for all. 

Rob 
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RECTOR’S REPORT - EARDISLAND APCM 
 
APRIL 2011 
 
One year on. This year has passed quickly and I have enjoyed getting to know 
many within the Church and Community. I arrived to works, and this report is 
written with the background of more works in Church. This year has seen a 
familiar pattern of worship on Sundays, and a number of occasional services. 
There have been: 

3 Weddings 
1 Baptism 
1 Funeral (at the Crematorium); there was another funeral organised 
separately 
2 Interment of Ashes 
Songs of Praise during the September Flower Festival and the usual 

 Festivals including Harvest and Remembrance Sunday. 
At this point I would like to thank Rev Jeanne Summers and, in particular, Rev 
Michael Denny for their help this year. I also want to give a special mention to the 
hard work of Serena and Beryl in taking Matins each month. 

As indicated in last year’s report, we introduced some initiatives this year. 
I have been able to use the Village Hall for a weekly drop-in. My grateful thanks 
goes to the Village Hall Committee for allowing this. Recently we have started a 
monthly social coffee morning to coincide with my drop-in. Attendance has been 
good. We replaced the seasonal Communion Service Booklets with the Church of 
England published books, which contain all the seasonal and service variations, 
and allow greater flexibility to each service. This is in common to all the Benefice 
Churches. (I am aware that the introduction of modern language services for all 
communions that happened prior to my arrival has caused some upset, but I hope 
that it is easing.)  On the third Sunday of the month, we have Teas and Coffees 
after the Sunday service so I can spend more time with the Congregation. We also 
held the monthly Benefice Sunday Evening Service concentrating on Teaching at 
Eardisland. This will be re-launched in Eardisland later this year. 

And of course, the main project work has recently begun in the Church 
Building. I want to express my thanks to all the members of the Appeal Committee 
for all the hard work they have done in achieving this mammoth task. 

It is at this time when I should give my thanks to all those who keep the 
Church up and running – a feat made all the more difficult when we are reduced 
to less than half our normal floor space! So I want to thank the Churchwardens 
Alister and Serena, sidespeople and servers, the organist Annette and choir, and 
Mike for the sound system and cutting CDs. Thanks too for the cleaners, flower 
arrangers (and Pat as head of the Flower Guild),  and Bell ringers. And I want to 
thank the PCC members who so faithfully serve the Church behind the scenes and 
make the difficult decisions.  (Continued on page 24) 
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WHO’S WHO? - EARDISLAND 2011 
 
(e-mail addresses in italics) 
 

 
Organisation 
 

Contact Address/e-mail Telephone 

 
Bowling Club  
 

Pat Roche 5 Green Elms 01544 388492 

 
Chess Group 
 

Peter Glenn Bridgend 01544 388364 

 
Church:   
the Rector 
 

 
Reverend 
Dr. Rob Taylor 

The Rectory, Kingsland,  
Leominster, 
HR6 9QW 

01568 708255 

Church- 
wardens 

Serena Askew 
Alister Hoda 

The Granary 
Arrow Lawn 

01544 388637 
01544 388131 

 
Community 
Website 

Ben Woodcock 
 
James MacRae 

ben@eardisland.org.uk 
james@eardisland.org.uk 

01544 388976 
 
01544 388208 

Dovecote Trust Barry Freeman 
Holmlea,  
Church Lane 

01544 388226 

Footpath Officers Derek Wareham 
Chris Watson 

The Old Smithy 
Lyme Cottage 

 
 

Herefordshire 
County Council 

Mark Cooper  01544 318001 

Hereford Times  
Correspondent 

James Miller jmiller114@btinternet.com 01544-388454 

Hospice Volunteers 
Dorothy Brown 
Beryl Hoda 
Annie Mitchell 

 01544 388389 
01544 388131 
01544 388605 

Millennium Fund 
Barry Freeman 

Holmlea,  
Church Lane 

01544 388226 

M.P. 
Bill Wiggin 
 

 
office@nhca.org .uk 

01568 612565 

Neighbour- 
hood Watch 
Co-Ordinator 

Keith Mitchell Arrow Lea 01544 388605 

 
 
Neighbour- 
hood Watch Team 

Mike Coleburn 
Gerry Corfield  
Barry Freeman 
John Holding 
John Hope 
Brian Pollard 

Upper Hardwick 
Broome Lane 
Holmlea 
Old Pearmain 
Lower Hardwick Fm 
Stephen’s Cottage 

01544 388486 
01544 388575 
01544 388226 
01544 388176 
01544 388504 
01544 388915 

mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
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Graham Simpson 
Ben Woodcock 

Lyme Lane 
2 Orchard Cottages 

01544 388641 
01544 388976 

Parish Council  
Chair 

Maryan Hanson 
maryanhanson@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

01544 388850 
07791 231783 

Parish Council  Clerk Suzanne Wenczek 
parishclerk@eardisland.org.uk 
 

01544 388302 

 
Parish Magazine  
Editor 

 
Chris Bivand 

Arrow Bank 
chrisbivand@ 
bivand.freeserve .co.uk 

 
01544 388375 

Parish Mag.  
Advertising 

Patricia Gill 
parishads@btinternet.com  

01544 320364 

Parochial Church 
Council  

Lotty James 
PCC Secretary 

 
Glan Arrow 

 
01544 388207 

Local Police  
Officer 

 
PC Jo Ellis 

Kington Police Station   
07977098394 

Police Community 
Support Officer 

 
Donna Jones 

 
kingtonrural.lpt@ 
westmercia.pnn .police.uk 

 
01432 346711 
07970 602340 

Twinning 
Association 

Albert Sheffield 
asheffield265@ 
btinternet.com 

 
077114 72532 

Village Band 
Ruth Brinton-
Bivand 

ruthbrinton@bivand.freeserve.c
o.uk 

01544 388375 

 
Village Hall 
 

Gill Richards The Bungalow 01544 388323 

Village Shop Albert Sheffield 
asheffield265@ 
btinternet.com 

 
01544 388984 

Whittington Trust Mel Gittoes 
(Secretary) 

djgittoes@btinternet.com 01544 388681 

W.I. Rita Kirby  01544 388810 

 
 
This is work in progress. Please let me know of any mistakes that you find. 
Additions and/or deletions are helpful. Thanks. 

Ed.  

mailto:djgittoes@btinternet.com
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(Cont. from page 21) Looking to the future, and the coming year, I first 
want to say that I plan to use the Communion Service on the third Sunday in May 
to give thanks to all those who have helped this year, and to commission those 
who will serve in the coming year. 

Of course the biggest impact on the future will be the completion of the 
project, and its consequences for the life of the Church. As yet neither the appeal 
nor the scope of the work is complete. I’m sure we will hear more about this in the 
Appeal report later. There will be a re-opening event at the end of the project 
work, and a celebratory event afterwards. Plans for these will be part of the work 
facing the new PCC. 

But the project work has created an opportunity for the Church to reflect 
on what it wants to do and be for the next twenty or fifty years. People have been 
discussing the importance of heating and toilet facilities and even some kind of 
Kitchen element – if only for teas and coffees! It is within this context that the 
issue of pews is being discussed. Please allow me to expand a little on this topic, as 
I know it is controversial. 

The Pews and the plinth on which they stand have more damage than 
was expected. Work needs to be done before they can be restored for use, and 
the Pews will be shorter. 

Some heating systems will have a direct impact on location of the pews  
The Pews have no historical significance – and are a relatively recent addition to 
the Church. Many Churches, and even Cathedrals, have moved away from Pews to 
appropriate chairs. 

Chairs allow for a more flexible approach to the use of the Church – for 
Church purposes – such as discussion groups, courses, youth activities, and 
different types of services. 
Churches that have changed to chairs have not returned to pews. 
 
The key questions in all of this are: 
What do we want the Church to be like in 20 years time?  
What do we want to be doing in and with the Church building in 20 years time?  
We have received the Church building from past generations and are holding it on 
behalf of the generations to come … any decision must remember what we do will 
be our legacy. 
 
I appreciate that we may have emotional ties to the pews, and therefore such 
discussions will be challenging, but with the project work being as it is, it simply 
creates the opportunity to make this decision – which realistically will affect the 
next 20 plus years. 
 There are a few further points to be made. The Church is not looking to 
compete in any way with the Village Hall. It is a Church and this remains its sole 
function. 
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In seeking to find out whether we can change from pews to chairs, we 
have to act as if we definitely are. (All the decision making bodies, including those 
that would offer financial assistance, will only offer advice or support under those 
conditions.) 

Such a change has financial implications, which also need to be compared 
to the financial implications of not changing   
 
CHURCH APPEAL REPORT FOR PARISH MAGAZINE, MAY 2011 
 
Since the last parish magazine appeared, together with the letter that 
accompanied it, much has happened with regard to the repair works under way in 
the church. Parishioners will see that the porch roof is currently being worked on, 
as well as the bell tower roof, and work to the nave roof is shortly to commence.  
Inside the church the nave floor has been the subject of serious consideration. 
Those who attended the AGM will have heard in the report of the Appeal 
Committee that the pews were found to be very badly damaged and rotten when 
they were removed. However once the floor was taken up this was found to be so 
rotten that it is not possible to relay it and a new floor will have to be laid. 
  All works to listed parish churches are guided by Diocesan Advisory 
Committee, and members of this Committee visited the church to see the state of 
the building for themselves. As a result of their advice – and in line with the views 
of the Appeal committee – a formal proposal will have to be   presented, 
supported by detail and plans, for the laying of a new floor. At the same time the 
plans for an improvement of the heating are being reconsidered. This will take a 
little time to put together and there will of course be a cost to it. However it 
would be negligent for us not to take this opportunity to install the best possible 
system whilst we have a chance, to ensure that this church is fit for purpose for 
the years to come. 
  The finances of the church are not in a healthy state currently, so it is 
hoped that, aside from the central  provision of a place of worship, our church 
may also be able to utilise its great asset – the 200 square metres floor area of the 
nave - so that it may earn its own keep. This can only be done by replacing the 
outdated and damaged pews with chairs to provide a more flexible space.[It is 
acknowledged that a number of parishioners may be interested in purchasing 
some of the pews and if these plans all come to fruition this will be followed up.] 

Looking to the future it is recognised that although a small minority of 
parishioners attend church regularly it is clearly documented that few are 
indifferent to the fate of our church. The Parish Survey in February 2009 showed 
that 96% of all residents value the parish church as an important component of 
local life. 

Our village and its church are moreover clearly important to countless 
people beyond our parish boundaries. We know this from the hundreds of 
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messages from people from all parts of the world that are left, year after year, in 
the visitor’s book. 

It cannot be emphasised too clearly that each parish church stands alone 
financially. There is no fiscal safety net. Unremitting hard work since 2008 has 
ensured the future of the building itself. When it is fully open again later this year 
we will be on the threshold of a new era for our parish. Hopefully parishioners will 
feel motivated to contribute to and to support this generation’s legacy to those 
who will live in Eardisland in years to come.     
 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
The Opening Day for the 2011 
season was held on Saturday 16

th
 

April under a cloudless sky and with 
a record turnout of 34 persons 
present. A pleasant afternoon was 
had by one and all with the green 
bowling very well after another hard 
winter’s work by our volunteer 
green keeper, Tony Stokes, despite 
numerous holes being created by 
burrowing bees. Still, better bees 
than moles! At the time of going to 
print we have increased our 
membership by two and had 26 
players on each of our three 
Tuesday club nights. With many 
other clubs seeing a decrease in 
numbers we are very optimistic for 
the future. Our usual series of 
friendly matches have started, with 
a narrow defeat at St. Martins, 
followed by a heavier one at 
Kingsland. Our first victory came on 
5

th
 May when we hosted a strong 

Hereford side and won by nine 
shots. May and June are always busy 
months in the bowling calendar, 
with many members involved in 

both county and club competitions. 
The prestigious Hereford Times Cup 
draw sees us paired with Eastnor, 
the match to be played at our 
Recreation Ground on a date to be 
confirmed. 

The New Build Sub 
Committee acting on the directions 
of the membership has revised plans 
for its new clubhouse on the 
grounds of cost. An architect is now 
completing plans for new changing 
rooms, toilets and store room, 
which will adjoin the current 
clubhouse. Hopefully stage 2 of the 
project will see a new clubhouse 
built in the near future. We hope to 
be able to submit our plans to the 
local authority within the next 
month and then move on to the 
application for grants. As ever the 
club will keep you all updated with 
news as soon as we have it. In the 
meantime we will continue with our 
fundraising and hope to increase the 
current £5,000 over the course of 
the year. 

Phil Milchard 
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CELEBRITY SPOTTING IN EARDISLAND (1400-2010) 
 
It is possible to compose an interesting list of very eminent people who have 
resided in (or may have visited) Eardisland, or who at least have had some brief 
association with the village. In drawing up the list I apologise to my more 
academic historian friends in and around the parish who may not support the 
‘flights of fancy school’, to which I belong. 

Among the recorded visitors to the parish are a number of interesting 
people. The period beginning in about 1400 is particularly rich in warring factions 
who may have passed through the village in the course of their skirmishing. 
Leominster historian, Blacklock (1905) (The Suppressed Benedictine Minster) says 
(in 1402 after the battle of Pilleth) “Edmund Mortimer summoned together the 
men of Leominster, Weobley and adjacent places who owed military services to 
the Lord of Wigmore, and encamped near Pembridge to receive the Welsh attack. 
Glendower arranged to ford the Arrow at Eardisland which in ordinary times 
would have been easy, but there being great floods and the river running wildly, 
the attempt was hazardous. The battle was largely fought by soldiers up their 
middle in water and the fortunes of war went against the English who were 
defeated. Mortimer, after personal combat with Glendower lasting an hour, on 
the bank of the Arrow, was compelled to yield and taken prisoner and confined in 
the precincts of the priory in Leominster..”   

 It is interesting to note that this Edmund Mortimer  was uncle of the 
young Earl of March who  was, as a child, briefly heir presumptive to King Richard 
II of England. The family was based in Wigmore castle. Owen Glendower (c.1354-
1416) was a Welsh ruler and the last native Welshman to hold the title Prince of 
Wales. 

Littleton’s Directory 1864 mentions that, “Near Burton Court is the 
supposed site of a Roman encampment, probably the one in which Prince Henry 
(later Henry V) stationed his army to watch the motions of Owen Glendower...” 
(presumably also in 1402). However, the source of the reference, it is important to 
note, has yet to be verified by documentary evidence; but optimistically, research 
continues. Even the site of the supposed Roman encampment has yet to be found.  
More certainly, one or two people who were interviewed by the Oral History 
Group, recalled Queen Mary (wife of George V) passing through the village in a 
plush car and the children coming out of school to wave to her, sometimes in the 
1920s or 30s. Another Queen at least associated with Eardisland, is Catherine of 
Aragon, who held the manor at some point in the 16th century. Whether she ever 
came to inspect her property is another matter. However, It is known that she and 
her first husband Prince Arthur, eldest son of Henry 7th stayed in Castle Lodge, 
Ludlow in 1501. In the same speculative vein, a regular visitor to the Garnons 
estate near Weobley in the 1990s was the Duchess of York, who was sometimes to 
be seen eating in a restaurant in Credenhill. A tour of the locality by her might well 
have taken in our village too. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heir_presumptive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welsh_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_of_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_of_Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Lodge,_Ludlow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_Lodge,_Ludlow
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Among other speculative visitors to Eardisland is Charles Dodgson (Lewis 
Carroll: 1832-1898). He had a brother who was a vicar in Ludlow and another in 
Fownhope. He is thought (by Norman Reeves, Leominster historian) to have spent 
some time in Leominster where he may have written part of ‘Alice Through the 
Looking Glass’. A lady from Kingsland came to the Leominster museum whilst he 
was in charge there in the 1970s with an artefact which had connections with 
Lewis Carroll. It was thought to have been given by him to someone in that village. 
There remains a possibility, therefore, that he might well have passed through 
Eardisland at some point whilst staying in the vicinity.  

In 1895 the occupier of Burton Court (although owned by John Clowes) 
was Francis Vaughan Williams (J.P. for Denbigh). It has not yet been possible to 
verify whether he was a relation of the composer Ralph Vaughan Williams, who 
was born on 12 October 1872 in Gloucestershire. Could he have visited this village 
in search of folksongs? (We have the successful Victorian songwriter, Herbert 
Connop living in Grove Farm in 1870s who might well have subsequently been an 
attraction for someone like Vaughan Williams in search of the music of a place). 

Another interesting speculation relates to the scientist Sir Thomas 
Merton (1988-1969) who lived in Winforton. An article in the Hereford Times 
recalled that before and during the war, Winforton House became a great centre 
for  Merton’s many scientific friends and a rendezvous for the leading figures of 
the age. After the outbreak of war, Merton was undertaking experiments to assist 
Barnes Wallis, the inventor of the bouncing bomb, designed to destroy major 
German dams. This was of course subsequently immortalised in the film The Dam 
Busters. It is thought he visited the secret laboratories in disguised houses 
attached to Merton’s home.   In 1935 Winston Churchill and his wife had come to 
Winforton. Merton's eldest son John painted a portrait of Sarah Churchill while 
the inventor and Churchill shot game in Winforton Woods. Secluded and 
comfortable, many eminent people all came to Winforton to relax and work. 
Twice Barnes Wallis attended preliminary testing of the bouncing bomb including 
the dropping of dummy bombs, at a Welsh dam which resembled the Mohne - the 
Ruhr dam in Germany which was one of the ultimate targets. Once again, is it too 
much of a flight of fancy to imagine that some of these eminent people visited 
Eardisland whilst staying in Winforton?  There is a section of the early wartime 
film Dawn Patrol which features the actor Bernard Miles and which shows how 
the Home Guard were trained. This film includes a view of Eardisland (a wagon is 
seen passing Staick House and crossing the bridge). It may be that more film was 
shot here but is not easily recognised. 

Eardisland has connections with a number of eminent authors and 
musicians. It is believed that the popular poet Patience Strong (1907-1990) lived in 
Swan Drift during the war years and some of the local  places with which she 
would have been familiar seem to appear in her poems. Another writer living 
locally during the war period was J.B. Priestly (1884-1984) who lived in Broxwood 
Court (an estate owned by the Snead-Cox family which had roots in Herefordshire 
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since the 13th Century). His wife spent most time there, perhaps because he was a 
busy broadcaster. But one might think that on his visits he may well have called in 
for a drink in one of our village pubs. Several of his plays are subtitled The 
Hereford Plays (these include ‘Time and the Conways’; ‘When We are Married’; 
‘An Inspector Calls’) and it may be that he wrote them whilst in Broxwood. This 
would entail further research. Another successful author who lived in the same 
village in the 1980s,  was David Nobbs, creator  of Reginald Perrin, and author of 
‘A Bit of a Do’; and much else. Several people can recall that he was a frequent 
visitor to the pubs in Eardisland whilst residing there and it is thought his TV play 
The Fishing Party was inspired by locals he met .  Living in Broom Lane in the 1980s 
was Michael Hastings, playwright, screen-writer, and occasional novelist and poet. 
He is probably best known for his 1984 play about the poet T.S. Eliot and his wife 
Vivienne Haigh-Wood, entitled Tom & Viv, which became a successful film 
released in 1994. He has also enjoyed frequent success in the West End with 
several plays. Again, rather more speculatively, it is interesting to recall that 
William Wordsworth has associations with Brinsop only 5 miles south of Weobley. 
He visited the area on several occasions. Wordsworth first came there in 1827 
with his wife Mary to see her brother Thomas Hutchinson, who was leasing 
Brinsop Court. He must surely have made trips to other local villages, and perhaps 
ours.  

An outstanding artist Clifford Webb (1895-1972) had close associations 
with Eardisland. He became an important artist in the field of wood engraving and 
book illustration between the 1930s and 1960s. He illustrated 8 books for the 
celebrated Golden Cockerel Press limited editions and was a frequent visitor to 
Eardisland.  This press was owned at one stage by Christopher Sandford, father of 
playwright Jeremy Sandford of Eye, near Leominster. In addition, he illustrated a 
series of children's books published under his own name (The Story of Noah; The 
Thirteenth Pig; Butterwick Farm and Animals from Everywhere) and others with 
texts by his wife Ella Monckton Webb. He most famously illustrated the first 
editions of Arthur Ransome's Swallows and Amazons and Swallowdale, and books 
with countryside themes. In the 20s and 30s, he exhibited with the Artist's 
Craftsmen's Group and the Modern Group in London and Birmingham alongside 
other outstanding artists who included Mark Gertler, Paul Nash, Duncan Grant and 
Vanessa Bell. Animals and landscape were strong features of his art and both then 
and after the Second World War.  He had a close friend who lived in Lyme Lane, 
which together with his love of rural landscape may account for his frequent visits 
to Herefordshire. 
Another famous artist, especially remembered for his wartime cartoon character,  
‘Old Bill’, was Bruce Bainsfather (1888-1959). Many of his cartoons were collected 
in Fragments from France (1914) and the autobiographical Bullets & Billets (1916).   
The cartoons were very popular with the troops and were considered to have 
raised morale. He continued to work throughout the second war when he became 
official cartoonist to the American forces in Europe. Bainsfather had close relatives 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T.S._Eliot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivienne_Haigh-Wood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_%26_Viv
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living in Glan Arrow and was often seen visiting them, although he never lived 
there himself. 

There are eminent musicians, too, who have visited Eardisland. In 2010 
the great tenor José Carreras assisted a charity by performing here to great 
acclaim, in the same house previously visited by Bainsfather.  A hundred and five 
years before, in July 1905, Elgar and his wife May cycled to the village, where 
Kevin Allen (‘Elgar the Cyclist’ p58) indicates that they came to see ‘a typically 
pretty black and white village with various notable houses in addition to its 
church’. It would be wonderful  to think that he may have been writing (or just 
humming) en route, Introduction and Allegro for strings (which it is known was 
written between 1904–05). Allen suggests that some of his greatest music was 
certainly “born in the saddle”.  
So we have a rich history of very interesting, important and unusual visitors as 
well as a number of ‘possibles’. If anyone has knowledge of other eminent visitors 
to our parish, it would be useful to add to the list. 

Paul Selfe 
 
EARLIEST EARDISLAND FROM PREHISTORIC TIMES TO A.D. 1091 
 
       The last Ice Age ended nearly 12000 years ago. Exactly when the landscape in this area, 
later to be known as ‘Eardisland’, became fit for human occupation and when early man 
came to/returned here is not possible to establish. 
       Herefordshire Sites and Monuments Record lists 108 sites within the parish of 
Eardisland, but only two of these are ascribed to periods before ‘Medieval’ *which they 
define as ‘AD 1066 to 1539’+ – these two both being allocated to the Bronze Age [2500BC to 
701BC]. Several others are included as ‘date not known’. It is likely that the majority of 
these are of similar period. 
       The two Bronze Age sites which are listed refer to: Bronze Age Axe-Broadmarsh Coppice 
and Ring Ditch, S of Kirby Hall Cottages, Eardisland. 
       Not included in the SMR when I recorded these details is a further Bronze Age item. In 
the year 2000 a metal–detectorist found in Admarsh Meadow, Burton, what turned out to 
be, according to expert advice, a Middle Bronze Age Dirk/Dagger dating from the period 
c.1400 to c.1140 BC. Several shards of pottery were also found which were thought: not to 
be medieval, but more likely late prehistoric, Iron Age or Bronze Age. 
       No doubt, then, of the existence of human activity in this area at the dates mentioned. 
 
Time passed....... 
       Evidence for the Roman period [say 55BC to 410 AD] can only be expected to be of an 
archaeological nature. However, other than very sparse finds of Roman pottery shards in 
territory later to be the manor of Burton, the only item I can quote at present is the Roman 
road running approximately north/south, forming much of the eastern boundary both of 
the manor of Burton and the parish of Eardisland. 
       Between the end of the Roman period and the start of the reign of King Edward the 
Confessor in 1042, lies a period of 632 years. Without putting forward details of what lay 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Introduction_and_Allegro_%28Elgar%29
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behind their thinking, various writers have suggested what may have been going on in our 
immediate area for at least part of this time. 
       One local writer in the middle of last century wrote that about the year 600AD  the 
valley of the river Arrow and its immediate environs were subject to occupation by 
‘Anglians’ led by the Mercian Prince Merewahl. This is rather earlier than suggested by 
other expert opinion who have written, for example: c.650...Rowe Ditch probably dates 
from the earliest arrival of the English in numbers in the Arrow Valley. and, from another 
source, referring to c.675AD: Anglian boundary at the Lugg; first settlement made in the 
Leon, on the site of what became Leominster. and then: c.700 Occupation of the Kingsland, 
Eardisland and Monkland areas, and first Dyke dug. Possibly there was an earthwork at 
Burton, at the east end of a wooded ridge.  
      Whilst our area is many miles west of the part of England which came to be known as 
‘Danelaw’, there do exist mentions of Danish incursions into Herefordshire. For example, 
referring to c.790-840 AD:  incursions and ravages of the Danes... ...burned to the ground 
the Nunnery of Leominster...and ...from 858 to 866, the Danes ravaged the whole of 
England...Leominster, in common with the whole of Mercia suffered severely... In 980...the 
Danes again penetrated to this part of England  and  Leominster had successfully weathered 
the Viking invasions of 866-95. 
       Apart from these Danish incursions, whether or not they touched life in the Eardisland 
vicinity directly, it is safe to imagine an ‘Anglo-Saxon’ lifestyle developing and flourishing 
here from about 700AD until the rigours of the Norman Conquest of 1066 took effect. 
Twenty years later, in 1086, King William caused what very soon became known as the 
‘Domesday Book’ to be compiled. This is the first documentary record in which Eardisland 
appears, although even then, not by its modern name. 
       Whilst it is not my general intention to include archaeological matters in these writings, 
it would be wrong not to mention the considerable amount of early pottery excavated at 
Burton Court in recent years. Expert opinion puts it within a date range of AD. 1050-1160.  
       Whether or not Burton and Hinton were within the area ‘lene’ held by Earl Morcar 
between c.1066 and c.1071 is not established. Earl Morcar himself is copiously recorded by 
several historians of repute. In 1066 he was holding the lands which later came to be 
known as Eardisland, although still a teenager. Irrespective of his age he had been elected 
Earl of the Northumbrians in October 1065. He was a son of the Earl of Mercia. 
To be continued. . . 

George Alderson 
  

WEATHER REPORT 
 

At the end of 
the last weather 
report I wrote 
that February 
rainfall had been 

well below average and that we had 
had a few warm days at the end of 
February. These two tendencies 
have been reinforced since then. 

Both March and April have been 
excepionally dry, sunny and warm. 
There was only 9.9mm of rain in 
March and 11.1mm in April. This 
means the rainfall for April is the 
lowest monthly total I have ever 
recorded since the beginning of 
these reports. April was very dry 
over nearly the whole of the UK. The 
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month was exceptionally warm and 
overall the warmest April in England 
since records were first kept about 
100 years’ ago. At the end of the 
month a maximum day temperature 
of 28°C was recorded at the R.H.S. 

garden at Wisley. This was the 
warmest April day since the great 
drought year of 1949. We are now a 
third of the way through the year 
and, so far, we have had only about 
20% of our annual rainfall. 

Peter Glenn 
 
STOP PRESS! - I described in the notes above the unusually dry and sunny months 
of March and April. May began in the same way. However, a change set in on the 
sixth when a prolonged but gentle shower lasting some two hours gave us some 
very welcome rain. Showers then continued with increasing frequency culminating 
on the evening of May 9

th
 when a heavy thunderstorm deposited 20.4mm (much of 

it in the form of hail) in about 40 minutes. We have now already had nearly the 
whole of the normal rainfall for May. 

 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED 

 
Community Transport Schemes 
operate in every parish in the county 
and rely on volunteer drivers to 
provide transport for local people, 
who often have no other means of 
getting about. With local bus services 
under threat due to cuts in local 
authority funding, it is important that 
community transport providers have 
the resources to meet the increasing 
demand for their services. 

If you are a good 
driver and have some time to spare, 
even if it’s only a couple of hours a 
week, then you could make a big 
difference to someone’s life in your 
community. You could either drive 

your own car, for which you would 
receive a mileage allowance to 
reimburse your running costs, or a 
minibus or smaller vehicle owned by 
the scheme. Journeys are usually 
made within Herefordshire, but 
schemes may also take people 
further afield eg for hospital 
appointments.  

If you would like 
more information on being a 
volunteer, or details of your nearest 
community transport scheme, please 
contact Paul Paice, Rural Transport 
Adviser, on 01432 262971 or email 
paulp@comfirst.org.uk 

 
CROFT CASTLE - WALK TEN 
 
The event is called Walk Ten and is a 10km walk around the castle and grounds at 
Croft Castle on Saturday 20

th
 August in the evening.  Everyone is invited to bring 

along a picnic (which they can leave at the castle whilst they're walking) and enjoy 
it after the event in the grounds whilst listening to a local band, getting their face 
painted and enjoying the atmosphere before the fireworks at 10pm.  This marks 
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the time when Marie Curie Cancer Care nurses across the country are starting 
their shifts in people's homes.  The event is open to everyone and is £10 to 
register with children under 16 yrs going free.  We ask that everyone try and raise 
some sponsorship, it costs just £20 an hour for a nurse to care for someone with a 
terminal illness, giving them the choice to die at home surrounded by their family.  
To register or for more information please visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/walkten 
call 08700 340 040 or email claire.notman@mariecurie.org.uk  
 
FESTIVAL FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY:  FRIDAY 24TH – SUNDAY 26TH JUNE 
  
The range of people and groups supporting the Cradley, Mathon and Storridge 3 
Villages Festival grows by the day and, as final details are put in place, it’s clear an 
exciting variety of events and activities will be on offer. To check the latest news - 
and book online for events requiring tickets - visit the Festival’s very own website 
at www.3villagesfestival.com . There will be something for everyone with an 
overall theme of 'Mask and Maquerade': 
 
 ·         Over 30 market stalls and sideshows with some of the very best local artists 
and producers selling their wares on Saturday and Sunday 
·         A visit from Wyvern FM  
·         Fantastic locally brewed cask ales to sample in Cradley Village Hall 
·         The chance to visit ten beautiful gardens, wonder at tableaux and take part in 
guided walks 
·         An amazing masked parade to join 
·         Mask making, face painting, maypole dancing, morris dancing and food tasting 
·         The mystery and fun of the Masked Ball on Saturday evening 
·         A fun dog show on Saturday afternoon 
·         And an evening reception on Friday to begin the celebrations 
  
And if you love great drama, there’s also the Festival Play. ‘Mystery and 
Merriment’ is a contemporary re-telling of ancient medieval stories. Exciting, 
stimulating and at times terrifying action will create a highly memorable event. 
Removing the pews from Cradley Church for the duration of the play means every 
area of the building can be used by cast and audience as the plot moves from 
space to space. In line with this year's festival theme, some of the actors will be 
masked - a style of theatre the Cradley Players first explored for their 2008 
production of ‘Alice!’.  
 Tickets are available for the dress rehearsal on Monday 20th June and for 
five performances from Tuesday 21st June and Saturday 25th June. They cost £2 
for the rehearsal, £5 on Tuesday and then £10 for adults and £5 for children of 15 
and under on the following four nights. Performances begin at 7.30 pm on 
weekdays and 6.30 pm on Saturday. On Friday evening, 23rd June, why not have a 

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/walkten
mailto:claire.notman@mariecurie.org.uk
http://www.3villagesfestival.com/
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drink and a nibble at the Festival Reception and then attend the play for the 
special price of £14. 

By 2
nd

 May, tickets for these and other events such as the ball, walks and 
open gardens can be bought from the Cradley Village Post Office and Stores. Or 
visit www.3villagesfestival.com for the very latest timetable and online Box Office.  
  
And remember – don’t forget your mask! 
  

Samantha Roffe 

  

 
 
Thank you to everybody who has attended and supported my 
Zumba fitness classes and for your loyalty and laughter. 
As summer is now here and numbers are beginning to fall, I have 
decided to stop classes in Eardisland, resuming again possibly in 
September, watch this space! 
Of course if there is enough interest in Eardisland before that I will 
happily begin classes again, perhaps you can let me know. Other 
classes continue to run in other areas, please contact me for details 
 
Thanks again to everybody who has supported the class. 
  

Mandy 01544 387958 
mandys.mail@virgin.net 

  

http://www.3villagesfestival.com/
mailto:mandys.mail@virgin.net
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C A Marsden 
 

Tel: 01544 388868 Mob: 07989 692472 
Email: cmarsden@freeuk.com 

 

         Traditional Upholstery  :   Loose Covers 
Repairs and Refurbishment : Upholstery Supplies 

 

Also Vintage Vehicle trimming and Canvas work 
in association with 

PLANE WRAPPERS of Shobdon (01568 708620) 

 
 

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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Sunday 3rd July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 10th July 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 17th July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

 

Sunday 24th  July 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 

 

Sunday 31st  July 

11.00 am Benefice Communion  Aymestrey 

 
All are welcome at any of the Benefice Services. 
 
Please note:  
The Rector, Rob, attends Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am – 10:00am, in 
the Church. 
 
This is followed by the Rector’s Drop-in, 10:00am – 11:30am, in the Village 
Hall. This is an opportunity for anyone to come and have a chat, or to 
discuss weddings, baptisms or any other special service. 
 
Morning Prayer is said every day at 9:00am in the Church 
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  

 Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 

 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by using 

Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY 1
st

 JULY 2011 
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