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After extensive, and expensive, renovation, the church of St Mary the Virgin was 

rededicated at a service in the church held on Thursday 1
st

 December. 
As an indicator of the necessity of the work, the stone walls were so damp because 
of faulty guttering that, even after many coats of paint, the staining is still seeping 
through. It is likely to take years before the walls dry sufficiently to take paint of a 

uniform colour without staining. 
There is a piece from the Appeal Committee on page 25 in this magazine.  
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

Rector: Reverend Dr. Rob Taylor 
The Rectory, Kingsland, 

Tel: 01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens: 

Mrs S Askew 
01568 771881 

 

Sunday 29
th

 January 

11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 5
th

 February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 12
th

 February 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 19
th

 February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Service of the Word Kingsland 

3.30 pm Holy Communion Leinthall Earles 

6.30 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

 

Ash Wednesday:  22
nd

 February 

7:30pm Ash Wednesday Service Kingsland 

 

Sunday 26
th

 February 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 
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EDITORIAL 
 

I am sorry that, for the second consecutive edition, I have to start with an 
obituary; that of Greta Pennington. I knew her as a friend and, on one occasion, 
joined her and her family in Hong Kong at Christmas 2007 for a BBQ with friends. 
She was also the PC’s magazine liaison officer;  she was always a pleasure to work 
with. I shall miss her greatly. 
 There have been many changes in village committees since both Who’s 
Who and Organisations were last published. I shall be contacting the relevant 
organisations to rewrite these resources, so please be ready with contact details 
and committee members. 
 After Keith Mitchell wrote the Neighbourhood Watch column this month, 
an email was circulated by the police giving details of yet another telephone scam. 
It was too late to publish in full, but the gist of it is that the scammers are trying to 
get the three digit security code from the back of your credit card. They already 
have your name and address and the long credit card number (don’t ask how). 
They dress all this up in an official sounding call from your ‘bank’ - it isn’t , of 
course, and ask if you have purchased an item about which their ‘security’ is 
suspicious. If you receive such a call, put the phone down. If you are worried, 
phone your bank so you are sure you are actually speaking to who you think you 
are. 
 There is an extensive village diary for 2012 on the next page. Please make 
a note of dates which are relevant to you. Please bear in mind that any copy for 
the magazine is welcome well before the final copy date - material all of a rush 
just makes my life difficult. Thanks. 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2012 
 
 

Thursday 2
nd

 February Diamond Jubilee Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 2
nd

 February PACT Surgery, Shop, 3.00 - 4.00pm 

Saturday 11
th

 February A Concert in St Mary’s Church - 7.30pm, see p.24 

Tuesday 21
st

 February St Michael’s Lunch, Luctonians RFC, page 17 

Thursday 23
rd

 February Flood Awareness, VH, 3.30 - 7.15pm, Page 8 

Saturday 25
th

 February Children’s Allotment, page 14 

Monday 27
th

 February Bloomin’ Eardisland AGM, page 17 

Thursday 1
st

 March PACT Surgery, Shop, 3.00 - 4.00pm 

Friday 2
nd

 March Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 17
th

 March Eardisland WI Spring Coffee Morning, 10.30am to 
midday, VH 

Thursday 22
nd

 March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 29
th

 March PACT Surgery, Shop, 3.00 - 4.00pm 

Saturday 31
st

 March ETA, see page 14 

Thursday 26
th

 April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4
th

 May Magazine Copy Date 

Wednesday 9
th

 May Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of Parish 
Council. VH, 7.30pm 

11
th

 - 14
th

 May ETA French Visit to Eardisland 

Saturday 19
th

 May Plant/Seed Swop, page 16 

Saturday 2
nd

 June Jubilee Extravaganza at Lynch Court 

W/E 16
th

/17
th

 June Eardisland Open Gardens. Please see page 26 

Saturday 23
rd

 June Bee Open Day, page 16 

Thursday 28
th

 June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6
th

 July Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 14
th

 July Village/Church Fete at Glan Arrow 

Thursday 26
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 4
th

 August Village BBQ 

26
th

/27
th

 August Riverside Open Gardens 

Friday 7
th

 September Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 13
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 25
th

 October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 16
th

 November Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 22
nd

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 1
st

 December Eardisland WI Coffee Morning 

 
 

Please let me know if there are any omissions or errors as soon as possible. Ed.  
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Greta Pennington 
 10th January 1933 – 27th November 2011  

 
Greta Pennington was loved by those who knew her for her compassion, humour, 
and love of life. Growing up in London during the war cemented in her a lifelong 
commitment to duty and fairness. This later manifested itself in her long-term 
service as a magistrate, chair of ramblers’ groups, an outstanding lecturer and 
committed member of the Parish Council.  

As a child in London, Greta had to cope with the tensions of wartime as 
well as post-war austerity but was always determined to succeed. She gained her 
place at the London School of Economics standing out from her school peers who 
were destined for more traditional routes and decided to read Economics. She 
loved to discuss with persuasion, energy and conviction.  
 Whilst at LSE Greta discovered a love for the outdoors and walking that 
would remain with her throughout her life and it was the love of the outdoors that 
led Mum to some of her more radical roles. For years she fought to keep 
footpaths safe from barbed wire and permanent closure. She was relentless in her 
determination that centuries-old paths should stay open and landowners respect 
the right to roam. She promoted in others a joy of walking through her 
involvement in the Ramblers’ and ensured that walking was a part of so many 
people’s lives through her work as chairperson of various ramblers’ groups, leader 
of so many walks and writing for the Herefordshire Life magazine. She was 
described by a fellow rambler as “a real asset over many years; pioneering new 
routes, developing the Arrow Valley trail” – a project very dear to her. She led 
walks up until just a few months before her death. 
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After life in Germany in the 1960s Greta returned with her young family to the 
bucolic bliss of Herefordshire and the chaotic life of balancing a family and work. 
Greta was a wonderful teacher who made the difference to thousands of lives for 
the better. She believed in, nurtured, supported and encouraged her students. 
Whilst others would be content Greta was always asking, ‘Have I done enough?’ 
She was aware of the need to give back and, through her involvement in 
establishing the basic literacy courses at Sun Valley and running RESTART at the 

Hereford Technical College, she showed 
her open-mindedness towards education 
and her belief that everyone, given the 
tools and encouragement, could succeed. 
She made a real difference to so many 
lives. 

She was thrilled to be appointed 
as a magistrate in 1982 and went on to 
serve as a magistrate and as Deputy Chair 
of the Hereford Bench for 23 years. Again 
her sense of duty, community and 
contribution came to the fore and Greta 
bought her characteristic sense of fairness 
to her role. 
 Moving to Eardisland in 1993 
started a new chapter for Greta and with 
characteristic gusto and energy she threw 
herself into the best years of her life. The 

welcoming spirit that is Eardisland drew her in and grateful for this she wanted to 
give so much back to the community. As a member of the Parish Council she 
wanted to protect, provide for and promote the village that she loved so much 
and was so proud to be a part of. She enjoyed the sense of camaraderie at the 
meetings and the unity of shared purpose to benefit the village. Just five days 
before her diagnosis she was embroiled in gathering opinions for new plans for 
the village and wanted to get everyone’s views and opinions so that the way 
forward would be representative as well as innovative.  
 Greta lived life to the full and this would always be her recommendation 
to others. She never seemed old because she was always on the go and with her 
talents she could have taken many different avenues in life. We are lucky that her 
route criss-crossed all of ours and to have had Greta in our lives. She was a 
wonderful mother, grandmother, teacher and friend. 
 

“I loved knowing Greta...she was one of those 

people who smiled with more than just her eyes, but with 

her whole self...”    An Eardisland friend 
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GRETA PENNINGTON - AN APPRECIATION 
 
← Picture: Greta leading a protest ‘ramble’ about 
the caravan park footpath closure, taken in 2005 
 

Greta joined the Parish Council some 7 years 
ago. During her time with us she 
worked tirelessly to restore the footpath 
through the caravan park, trying to get 
Herefordshire Council to accept that a 
modification order should be used on the 
walked route. She was a very active member of 
the council and for the last 18 months had 
been Vice-Chair. Her contribution at Parish 
Council meetings was very 
positive and balanced and she always had the 
good of the community at heart. 
Recently she was elected chair of the 
Community Led Plan and was leading with 

great enthusiasm and dynamism to get a good plan to move the village forward 
into the future. She will be greatly missed. 

Maryan Hanson 
Chair,  Eardisland Parish Council 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Kate*, Alex and Hana Sommerville would like to thank all of Greta’s friends  and 
the wider Eardisland community for their wonderful support, letters of sympathy 
and cards of condolences over the past four very difficult months. 

You showed wonderful care and community spirit towards Mum, visiting 
her at home and later at St Michael’s Hospice and supported us as well in our 
shock, and later grief, at her diagnosis and death. 

In particular we would like to thank Richard and Alison Spoors, Karan, 
Chris Bivand and Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Kathleen Freeman, Elaine Harper, Maryan 
Hanson, Dave and Mel Gittoes, Martin and Naomi, and Phil and Margaret Milchard 
for their help and support. 

Your kindness and generosity has also raised over five hundred pounds 
for St Michael’s Hospice where Mum received the most wonderful care. 
 

Thank you 
 

Kate, Alex and Hana 
*Daughter, husband and Greta’s grand-daughter 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
13

TH
 JANUARY 2012 

 
At recent meetings, the Parish Council has been discussing the forthcoming 
Diamond Jubilee and possible celebrations in the parish. Eardisland Village Hall has 
been block-booked for the Jubilee weekend, 2

nd
 to 5

th
 June, to ensure its 

availability primarily for parishioners and groups from within the parish.  The 
Parish Council is happy to facilitate and assist with any planned celebrations, but is 
keen to follow the lead and ideas of parishioners.  An open meeting to discuss 
possible events is to be held in the Village Hall on Thursday 2

nd
 February at 

7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome, so please try to attend either as an individual or a 
representative of a parish organisation. 

At the Parish Council meeting on 12
th

 January, the Council was pleased to 
see a large number of parishioners, including the owner of ‘The White Swan’, Mr 
Tim Simpson, attending to discuss the recent Christmas and New Year events held 
in the marquee at the pub. A lengthy discussion was held regarding the level of 
noise, particularly from the first event, and the subsequent actions taken by Mr 
Simpson for the New Year’s Eve event to reduce disturbance to near neighbours. It 
was confirmed that the events were appropriately licensed and that any future 
special occasion events will be communicated to neighbours, with consideration 
given to acceptable noise levels. The Parish Council would like to reiterate its 
commitment to encouraging thriving business growth in the parish, balanced with 
consideration for all residents of the village, and would like to thank everyone who 
attended the meeting that night to discuss this matter. 

The Parish Council meeting was also addressed by Mary Dhonau OBE, a 
flood specialist, who is currently working for the Environment Agency, to promote 
flooding awareness and the potential impact of the end of the ‘Statement of 
Principles’ in 2013 regarding insurance premiums for properties known to be in 
danger of flooding.  It was agreed that, as this is a particularly important issue for 
Eardisland, Ms Dhonau should hold a drop-in ‘Flood Awareness Clinic’ in the 
village to discuss flooding issues, prevention methods and insurance options. 
Everyone is therefore invited to the Village Hall on Thursday, 23

rd
 February from 

3.30pm to 7.15pm. 
Suzanne Wenczek 

Parish Clerk,  01544 388302 
 

Following the recent passing of Cllr Greta Pennington, the vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor has been advertised.  The Parish Council is waiting to hear if an election 
has been requested by parishioners and will then follow due process with regard 
to either holding an election or co-opting a councillor. Please contact any of 
the parish councillors or the parish clerk if you are interested in the role and 
would like more details.  
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THE ANNUAL REVIEW COMPILED BY BARRY FREEMAN 
 
AN HISTORIC YEAR 
 
While every year in Eardisland can now be described as a year of achievement, 
2011 has literally been an historic year.  After a four year long campaign to secure 
adequate funds our church renovation project was finally completed. 

We enter Diamond Jubilee Year with our church in the best structural 
condition it has ever been in its thousand-year history.  It is a building of light and 
beauty, equipped now to face the 21

st
 century.  It is the centrepiece of the legacy 

this generation will pass on to those who come after us through the years. 
 
THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2011 
 
This wide-ranging list of events was, as always, made possible by many people of 
good-will co-operating and contributing hundreds of hours of voluntary effort.  
Without them, there would be no community events and no annual review.   
 
22 Jan  Burns Night Supper  Twinning Association 
12 Feb  Italian Menu Valentine Supper Church Appeal Fund 
28 Feb  Church renovation work started 
27 Mar  Roast Sunday Lunch  Village Hall Funds 
2 Apr  Victorian Music Hall Evening  Royal Wedding Mugs Fund 
16 Apr  Easter Treasure Hunt  Village Hall Committee 
18/19 June Open Gardens Weekend  Church General Fund 
19 June  Duck Race   Village Hall Committee 
10 Jul   Riverside Summer Lunch  Church General Fund 
6 Aug  Summer Barbecue  Church Appeal 
28 Aug  Riverside Open Gardens  Church General Fund 
28 Aug  Duck Races   Village Hall Committee 
3 Sep  Village Show   Show Committee 
11 Sep  Black Barns Open Garden  Bowls Club 
23/24 Sep Community Plan Open Days Parish Council 
29 Oct  Halloween Children’s Party Village Hall Committee 
5 Nov  Big Breakfast   Church General Fund 
12 Nov  Village Band Charity Concert Village Band 
19 Nov  Comedy Night   Bowls Fund Club 
25 Nov  Church renovation work completed 
26 Nov  Charity Coffee Morning  Mrs J Richards & helpers 
1 Dec  Service for Rededication of Church Parochial Church Council 
18 Dec  Family Carol Service  Parochial Church Council 
24/25 Dec Christmas Services  Parochial Church Council  
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If there are any errors or omissions please ring Barry Freeman (388226) who will 
be pleased to correct them in the next issue. 
 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 
The Parish Council, Parochial Church Council, Village Hall Management Committee 
and Trust, Millennium Fund, Whittington Educational Trust and Neighbourhood 
Watch all continued their annual contributions to community life and well being. 

Parish communications continue to be outstandingly well served by the 
bi-monthly parish magazine, a model for such publications, delivered free to every 
household in the parish by a volunteer team. Throughout the year the magazine 
has been printed by the volunteer staff at Leominster Community Centre which 
helps to keep costs down to an affordable level. 

The community website included each edition of the magazine and parish 
matters also reach a wider readership through the Hereford Times. 
 
THE SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 
As with last year, it is appropriate to highlight the achievement of the Eardisland in 
Bloom team (the E Team).  They won a second consecutive Gold Award and also 
the prestigious title of Best Small Village in the Heart of England at the Heart of 
England in Bloom awards ceremony at Wolverhampton in September.   The 
weekly work programme of the intrepid E team volunteers started again in 
September, aimed at achieving a unique third consecutive Gold Award. 

It is a mark of the diversity of activities and interests of our community 
that all the special interest groups continue to flourish.  The Art Group, the 
Archaeology and Local History Society, the Twinning Association (which is hoping 
to host a visit from our friends from La Vieille Lyre in May), the Village Band, the 
Women’s Institute, the Church Flower Guild, the Hospice Friends Group, the Bowls 
Club and the Darts and Quoits teams are always ready to welcome new members 
who share their enthusiasm and interests. 

A special mention is deserved for the Community Shop Committee and 
Volunteer Team.  Last year we reported the successful opening of the shop in 
March 2010. During 2011 the shop has gone from strength to strength, so that 
now it is firmly established as the focal point of much of the day-to-day 
commercial and social life of the community. 
 
THE COMMUNITY 
 
Inevitably each year brings it share of joy and sorrow.  We have had weddings and 
christenings and, sadly, funerals, which have included several people who have 
taken an active part in our community life.  Their passing has been marked by 
obituaries and tributes in previous editions of this magazine during 2011 and we 
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remember them all.  A few residents have left our community and they carry our 
best wishes, new residents have arrived and we welcome them. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF VOLUNTEERS 
 
All the events, achievements and successful organisations recorded in this review 
rely on one essential factor: an adequate supply of enthusiastic volunteers. They 
are the people who turn a collection of houses into a community, who provide 
extra services and entertainment, who organise charitable events to benefit less 
fortunate people beyond our immediate community; they are the people who 
provide continuity of our lifestyle from year to year. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF OUR COMMUNITY.  LONG MAY THEY 
FLOURISH! 
 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The end of 2011 saw the completion of our first full year of trading, having been 
open for 9 months in 2010. It doesn’t seem like almost 2 years since we first 
opened the doors. 

In 2011 the shop opened for just short of 3000 hours, a fantastic 
achievement from all our volunteers and committee members who should be 
proud of their efforts. 

We are continually seeking to increase our pool of volunteers to share 
the workload and are appreciative of whatever people can put in, to this end we 
have arranged a couple of ‘training sessions’ and more detail can be found on 
page 13 in this magazine. 

The Xmas Hamper Draw was won by Ken Gill and we trust that the 
Herefordshire goodies contained therein met with approval. 

To our customers we thank you for giving us your support during 2011 
and look forward to meeting your needs in 2012. 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Association 

Phone : 01544 388984 
 

PARISH FOOTPATH OFFICERS’ UPDATE: JANUARY 2012 
 
Improvements/repairs to the footpaths that we currently know about: 
 
1.  The style at the village road end of ED7, the footpath leading to the weir and on 
to Pembridge, is a potential safety hazard, and is to be replaced with a kissing 
gate. The hardware kit has been delivered by Amey Herefordshire, and is awaiting 
installation by our contractor. 
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2. Repair works on ED2/3 have been undertaken by Amey, replacing the defective 
bridge over the ditch (health and safety) close to where ED2 meets ED3 and a 
hardware kit has been delivered for the installation of a kissing gate at this 
location, again awaiting our contractor to undertake the work. 

 
3. Herefordshire College of Technology, Holme Lacy Campus have informed us that 
they have repaired the historical metal gate (finally) by the bowling green on 
ED1A, and are planning to install it by Easter 2012.  
 
Other Matters 

 
Parishioners will be aware of the very long outstanding difficulties over the 

footpath from the moundfield across the caravan site to the Hay Bridge on 

Broome Lane. The footpaths involved are ED5 and ED6. These are not part of  
the P3 scheme and, as such, have not been part of our brief. Previously the 
issue had been taken up particularly by the late Greta Pennington, and,  
through her, the Ramblers’ Association. 

Without Greta’s energy and input, it falls to the Parish Council to work 
with Herefordshire Council to come to an acceptable solution. This is a matter of  
enduring urgency as it affects a very important short circular route close to the  
village.  
 
Everyone is reminded that at any time it would be very helpful if parishioners 
would inform us, via Derek or Chris, if you know of any problems on the footpath 
network that could be a cause for concern and need attention. This is especially so 
at a time when we have not been walking the paths as often as we would wish, for 
various reasons. 

Derek Wareham and Chris Watson 
 
ROYAL  BRITISH  LEGION  POPPY  APPEAL  
EARDISLAND PARISH - 2011 
 
On behalf of the Royal British Legion 
I would like to thank the 
parishioners of Eardisland for their 
tremendous  generosity  in support 
of the Poppy Appeal 2011.   
And of course,  thank you so much 
to the volunteers who collect house 
to house , to the vicar Rev. Rob 
Taylor and the PCC for their 

donation of St. Mary’s 
Remembrance Sunday collection, 
also to Arrow Bank Caravan Park, 
The Cross, The Swan, the Tea 
Rooms, and the Village Shop for 
their assistance. The overall amount 
collected was £864.13 which was a 
fantastic achievement in a time of 
recession. 
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                Door to door collection  £745.63 
                Church Collection   £118.50 
                Total               £864.13           

Rita Kirby 
 
 

 

Your Community Shop Needs You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New volunteers needed to help our existing team 
 

Till Training 
 

will be available in the shop on 
 

Tuesday 31st January and Thursday 2nd February 
at 4.15pm 

(other times available to suit) 
 

No obligation to commit! 
Shifts are just one hour long!  

Volunteer for as little or as much as you like – one shift a 
week/month is fine! 

Meet people and make new friends! 
Come and give it go! 

For further details contact Margaret on 01544 388097 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Since the AGM in November 2011, the committee has welcomed new members 
and now comprises the following: Elaine Harper ( Chairperson), David Hepworth 
(Treasurer), Karren Hepworth, Annie Mitchell (Secretary), Keith Mitchell, Pat 
Holding (Publicity), Esther Simpson and Graham Simpson. 

By the time you read this many of you will have already celebrated Burns’ 
Night with us at Burton Court. Thank you to everyone who supported the evening. 

We are looking forward to the forthcoming visit of friends from La Vieille 
Lyre from 11

th
 - 14

th
 May 2012 and are busy planning a programme of events. We 

plan to involve the whole village on one of the evenings and to give people 
opportunity to meet our guests and to join in the celebration of our link with La 
Vieille Lyre. We always welcome new members and if you would like to find out 
more about ETA please contact Elaine or Annie. 

 
Before then there is another date for your diaries: 
 

Saturday 31
st

 March 
Afternoon Tea in The Village Hall 

from 2.30pm-4.30pm 
 

EARDISLAND CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
Eardisland in Bloom is starting work on the plot at the Oak View Allotments, and 
now needs the help of some children. 

Planning is underway for a programme of fun gardening events over the 
spring and summer, including seed planting, pond digging, insect hotel making, 
pond dipping, scarecrow making, pumpkin and sunflower competitions. 

We have a rough plan of what the finished allotment could look like, with 
areas for fruit trees, soft fruit, vegetables, flowers, a pond, wildflower meadow, 
herbs and salads, compost heap, BBQ area and a den and willow tunnel. 
 
Please come along for an hour and help plant some new apple, plum and pear 
trees and tell us your ideas. Cake, biscuits and drinks provided. 
 
Weather permitting all children with parents / grandparents in tow are welcome 
at the allotment on Saturday 25

th
 February at 10am. Please wear wellies and 

clothes you don’t mind getting muddy, some tools will be provided, but if you can 
bring a spade or fork it would be helpful. 
 

Ben Woodcock 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM  (INCORPORATING THE E TEAM) 
 

As we write these notes the weather feels more like Spring than Winter, 
so the work of tidying up after the ravages of winter and the continuing task of 
maintaining village furniture may start earlier than usual.  In Bloom members have 
continued to meet over the winter to discuss and plan our future activities, and 
carried out some works, and we are pleased to announce two public events which 
we hope you will support. The group’s activity towards our sponsorship of the 
allotment, is the subject of another article. 
 
 

1. Plant / Seed Swop, Saturday 19
th

 May, 10am – 12pm 

We will be holding a two-hour plant swop in the village hall where you can bring 
along any of your surplus plants, seedlings, or spare seeds, and exchange them 
with other gardeners’ surpluses. There will also be the opportunity to buy some of 
these items at a small cost if you don’t have anything to swop, so everyone is 
welcome to attend. Tea, coffee and cakes will be on sale. There will be no charge 
for entry. From the event, In Bloom is also looking to gain some surplus plants 
which we can use to plant up around the village. Any monies raised on the day 
will, after costs, be donated to a local charity, yet to be decided.  

Any gardener/grower who is interested in coming along and bringing some 
swop items, please let any E Team member know as soon as possible. 
 

2. Bee Open Day, Saturday 23
rd

 June, and another midweek date - TBA 

Annie and Keith Mitchell have kindly offered to give us all an insight into honey 
bees. Keith will open a hive in their garden, and give a short talk on the life of a 
working bee. Further details will be published nearer the time but once again tea, 
coffee and cake will be on the menu, so an interesting date for your diary. This 
event is open to both adults and accompanied children, but numbers are limited. 
Protective clothing will be on hand. 
 
Fundraising 
Eardisland in Bloom, through its membership of Herefordshire and Wye Valley in 
Bloom, receives an annual grant (last year £470). This is not guaranteed and could 
stop at any time. A couple of months ago the group decided to make a direct 
appeal to local businesses for financial contributions in order to support our work.    
We are very pleased to report a great response to this appeal, with £265 being 
raised to date. Donations have been made by Arrow Bank B&B, Eardisland Tea 
Rooms, self-catering accommodation at Arrow Lawn and The Old Rectory, Burton 
Court and Border Oak. The Community Shop has agreed to sponsor the raised 
beds outside the Dovecote. There was also a very generous anonymous donation 
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made by another business as well as a small private gift. We would like to thank 
them all and will ensure the money is put to good use.  
 
AGM 
Eardisland In Bloom will be holding its second Annual General Meeting on 
Monday 27

th
 February @ 7.30pm in the White Swan public house, with a short 

general meeting to follow. All are welcome. 
 

Phil Milchard, Derek Wareham and Chris Watson 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
Our last fund-raising event of 2011 was a coffee morning at Willow Cottage 
Kingsland, on 15 November.  This raised £918, completing a very successful year.  
The total amount raised for 2011 will be included in the next magazine after our 
AGM in February.  

We start 2012 as usual with the soup and pancake lunch on Shrove 
Tuesday, 21

st
 February, which will be held at the Luctonians from 12 noon to 2pm. 

The cost is £5 per head. The venue provides ample parking space and seating for 
the lunch so we hope you will be able to support this event.  
 

Dorothy Brown 388389 
Annie Mitchell 388605 

Beryl Hoda 388131 
 

"AN ACRE A DAY" - A DVD OF MEMORIES OF EARLY 20TH CENTURY COUNTRY 
LIFE 
 
Bridget Fraser, who is originally from Herefordshire, has produced an enchanting 
DVD recording the memories of people from nearly a dozen villages and 
communities in the county. They include the memories of Leslie Evans, formerly of 
The Brouch in Burton Lane, and Michael Connop from The Broome in Broome 
Lane. Both gentlemen have lived in the parish for most of their working lives, so 
their stories reflect how life was lived in this community before and after the 
Second World War. There are 13 interviewees altogether, who reflect a diverse 
and charming recollection of a bygone age. 
 
At some point there will be a public viewing for everyone to enjoy, and details of 
this event will be publicised in the Eardisland Parish Magazine. The DVD is 
available locally in the Old Chapel Gallery in Pembridge, and the Post Office in 
Kingsland. Or you can order a copy through James MacRae on 01544 388208 or 
Bridget Fraser on 01491 577786. The DVD costs £12.99 plus p&p.  
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A WI INVITATION 
 
Let me introduce myself, I am Wendy Cross and with my husband (Barry) moved 
into Eardisland during August 2011. Putting aside the unpacking for a while there 
were two important tasks I wanted to achieve:  joining the local WI (already 
having been a member for 5 years) and volunteering for the Community Shop.  I 
was successful on both counts.  In November I was offered a place on the WI 
Committee to undertake communication activities – one of which included the 
submission of a short piece to the Parish Magazine on current and forthcoming WI 
activities.  So here goes. 

We meet on the second Monday in the month in the Village Hall at 
7.30pm and we are all always happy to welcome new members, so if you haven’t 
been to a WI meeting before do come along.  It isn’t all Jam and Jerusalem - in the 
6 years I have been a member we have never made jam and I have only sung 
Jerusalem once and that was an experience  -  the Glos Federation Annual 
Meeting where 500+ women sang Jerusalem - it was incredibly moving.  
 
Important Note:  Non members can enjoy two taster sessions each membership 
year without being a member so if you would like to attend one or two of the 
sessions this year then please do join us.  
 
EARDISLAND WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 
Forthcoming Open Event 
 

 
 
Forthcoming WI Events 
As in previous years we have a varied programme booked for the year and 
experience teaches me meetings can be informative, amusing or interesting and 
usually all three: 

We are hosting a Spring Coffee Morning and proceeds will be 
donated to the Macmillan Nurses Herefordshire and we do hope 
you will support us and look forward very much to seeing you:  

 In the Village Hall on Saturday 17 March 2012 from 
10:30am – 12:00pm 

Coffee and Home-made Biscuits £1:50  
Cakes, Bring & Buy, Raffle, Bottle & Book Stalls  

Items may be given beforehand to a member of the WI.  
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February 13
th

    Learning to Live Your Dreams            Speaker:  Colin Javens 
Colin was 20 years old when he broke his neck by diving off a harbour wall into 
deceptively shallow water. The accident was devastating for him and his family; it 
shattered their lives. Slowly Colin began to rebuild his life founded on different 
foundations. It became a strong life for himself and those close to him. As he grew 
stronger he decided not to let his disability stand in the way of his dreams and 
thus he launched his pioneering project and life-long dream of driving from the UK 
to Cape Town, naming it 'Driving Home'. 

He has received many accolades; this I think sums him up "His story is a tour de 
force of courage and determination in the face of seemingly insurmountable 
challenges. Truly inspirational; Colin Javens is the 'real thing'.  

Read more about Colin on his website: www.colinjavens.com/html/speaker.html  
 
March 12

th
 Floral Arrangements    Speaker : Esther Simpson  

Esther makes the most wonderful arrangements and she makes it look so easy (it 
isn’t I am still trying).  Esther takes a bunch of greenery and flowers and turns 
them into lovely arrangements with what appears to be very little effort.  Not only 
do you get to learn something of floral arrangements but if you are fortunate you 
may win one of them in the raffle so definitely a speaker not to be missed.   
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement and Traffic Control Measures in Eardisland 
Eardisland is still a PACT priority for speed enforcement and the NW campaign 
continues. The progress and research made by the NW team, and the future 
direction of this campaign was discussed and reviewed at the November meeting 
of the Parish Council. 
Early feedback from the Community Led Plan has confirmed that speeding and 
traffic control is a matter of significant concern for many of our parishioners. As a 
result the NW Team was delighted to learn that the Parish Council is considering 
the viability of implementing a Speed Indicator Device (SID) in the village during 
2012, and that Cllr Miller is heading up this project. 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) comes to Eardisland! 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in an 
informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and local 
priorities established. The NW Team is delighted that the monthly PACT meetings 
introduced to Eardisland last November have proved to be very successful and the 
police team is determined to continue with this excellent opportunity. 
  

http://www.drivinghome.co.uk/
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As a result the following surgeries are planned for Thursdays from 3.00 - 4.00pm 
at the Village Shop on: 
 

2
nd

 February 2012 
1

st
 March 2012 

29
th

  March 2012 
If you have any concerns please share them with the local police team at this time. 
 
The new telephone number 101 to contact West Mercia Police has proved an 
instant success! (Calls are charged at 15p flat rate. Ed.) 
From November 2011 the system changed so that you can dial 101 when you want 
to contact your local police to report less urgent crime or disorder and for general 
police enquiries. For example: 

 if your car has been stolen 

 if your property has been damaged 

 to report a minor traffic collision 

 to give police information about crime in your area 
By adopting 101 it makes it easier for people to report crime and eases the 
pressure on the 999 system. The early feedback from the Eardisland community 
and the local police is that the new scheme is proving to be both effective and 
efficient. Calls from landlines and mobile networks cost 15 pence per call, no 
matter what time of day or how long you are on the phone. The service is 
available 24 hours a day, and 7 days a week. If you happen to be deaf, hard of 
hearing or have a speech impairment then you can access the same service via 
textphone on 18001 101. 
In an emergency, always call 999 if there is a crime in progress, if someone 
suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life, or when violence is 
being used or threatened. 
 

Seasonal Crime Trends 
1. Car Crime in Leominster! 

Over a four-day period in January there were 17 incidents of car crime in 
Leominster. Vehicles that were targeted were parked both in residential 
areas and in car parks. The main reason for these crimes has been to steal 
property located inside the vehicle and usually Satellite Navigation 
(SatNav) devices. It might sound obvious, but make sure you lock the 
doors and shut the windows and sunroof of your vehicle whenever you 
leave it unattended. Some additional tips: 
* Remove your Sat Nav and its holder, and wipe away any suction marks 
on the windscreen as these could suggest to a thief that a Sat Nav is 
stored in your vehicle. 
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2. * Never leave any valuables in your vehicle - not even in the glove-box or 
boot - and keep ALL other possessions out of sight. 
* Use an approved steering lock or gear clamp, and remember to set your 
immobiliser and alarm if you have them. 
* Register your stereo, laptop, Sat Nav and any other property on a free 
online property database such as www.immobilise.com. It only takes a 
few minutes and could help police trace your property if it's lost or 
stolen. 

3. Reported Burglary and Criminal Damage 
There have been a number of such crimes reported in villages near to 
Eardisland. They include: 

 An offender has approached Pembridge Village Hall, smashed a 
rear door open, gained entry and stolen a cash-tin. One male has 
been arrested and questioned and enquiries are ongoing. 

 Recently vacated buildings in Weobley and Pembridge have had 
windows smashed and entries forced. 

 A cast iron letterbox was stolen off the front gate of a property in 
Titley. 

 Two men forced an entry into a public house in Shobdon but fled 
when the alarm system was activated. CCTV has picked up images of 
the two offenders and enquiries are ongoing. 

   
Police Issue Heating Oil Theft Advice  
 
As winter sets in, West Mercia Police is giving people advice on how they can 
avoid having their heating oil stolen. With the cost of fuel remaining high, oil tanks 
have become a target for thieves. Last year there were 176 thefts recorded across 
Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire where tanks 
were drained of oil. Some useful advice: 

 Hide your oil tank so you are not a target for thieves in the first place: if they 
can't see it, then they won't know it's there.  

 Plant shrubs or install fences to conceal your tank from view - especially if you 
live close to the road. If your property is more secluded, deter thieves from 
entering your property by installing lockable gates and maintaining any perimeter 
fencing. 

 Check your tank's oil levels on a regular basis. Be extra vigilant of tankers or 
large vehicles close to your property. Note down any registration numbers of 
vehicles you think look suspicious and report them to the police. 

 Where possible, install security lighting that covers your tank and the 
immediate surrounding area. If your tank is openly accessible to all, consider 
moving it to an area or building where it is better protected. 
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West Mercia Police has produced a leaflet detailing all this advice which is being 
handed out by a number of oil distribution companies at the same time as they 
make fuel deliveries to their customers. 
 
SCAM letter from Hong Kong  
This latest SCAM letter advises the potential victim that someone from abroad 
has a significant amount in cash to bring to the UK, but needs a bank account to 
do it. It also indicates that a sum of money needs to be in the account before the 
money can be transferred into it, and the letter then asks for the details of this 
bank account. These sorts of letters will usually say it is because of a recent death 
of a person abroad where there has been no next-of-kin and that the same 
surname is shared. Letter scams sound too good to be true and so don’t be 
tempted by scams to make easy money. 

Do not send money to unknown individuals to release further funds, however 
believable the story sounds, and never give out your bank details in response to 
such an email or letter. 
Anyone who has given out bank details in a situation like this should contact their 
bank immediately. Those who might have lost money to a scam like this should 
report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. 
 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 

RECTOR’S LETTER 

 
February is the time of year when our thoughts 
turn to Love. St Valentine’s Day is when we are 
encouraged to show how much we love our 
partners, concentrating on romance. Yet little is 
known of St Valentine, except for courage in the 
face of persecution. What perhaps is more 
interesting though is the way love has been 
viewed through the ages. Greeks classified love 
into four different types, with different words for 
each. Love in the Bible is about actions. Love thus 
describes how we act towards the person or 
object of our love, rather than how we feel. Thus 
much of the teaching in the Bible is about how to 
show love in action. The great example and 

standard against which love is compared is of course, God’s Love for us. A love 
that remains committed regardless of our response, and seeks to rescue us, 
without at anytime taking away our freedom to choose! Ultimately this expresses 
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itself in the story of Jesus who willingly dies to give us eternal life in the presence 
of Love itself, and yet only asks for our response, not demands it. 

This then challenges our view of St Valentine’s Day. In one sense each day 
should be equally special as we seek truly to love our partners, seeking to help 
them achieve their full potential, their best. And it also challenges us to be better 
people for all our community, however we might feel about different individuals.   

But February also sees the beginning of Lent, which continues to early 
April. Lent is really meant as gift to us – a period of time “lent” in the year in which 
we can focus on ourselves for our benefit. Too often in the busy-ness of the days, 
we focus on meeting and enabling others to achieve greater things, or simply run 
out of time for ourselves. Lent is a time in which then, we can without guilt, reflect 
on our lives and lifestyles, and see what we can do to make ourselves more at 
peace with ourselves, those around us, and with God – which is at the heart of 
Loving God, Neighbour and Self. This is no quick and easy task. It may mean we 
have to give something up – in order to take up something of more value (give up 
a bad habit, and take a good habit instead). Of course perhaps the real starting 
point for all of us is with God, and asking Him what is it that we need to reflect and 
focus on. The Ash Wednesday Service, with Ashing, is actually committing 
ourselves to a loving God, declaring our willingness to leave things in the past, and 
preparing ourselves for the future. After the time of preparation that is Lent, we 
are then able truly to celebrate the meaning of Easter, and join the story of the 
Resurrection, as we ourselves our reborn in body and Spirit through our time with 
God, others and our own selves. 
 

Rob 
 
Advanced Notice 
 
April brings the Annual Parochial Meeting and elections to the Office of 
Churchwardens and PCC. Are you interested in helping to serve and shape the 
Church for the future? If you are, please consider standing as we look to move 
forward after the completion of the refurbishment of the Church. We are looking 
for two Churchwardens, Treasurer and Secretary in particular. 

 
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME for Church Cleaning.  The more helpers we have the less 
you need to clean!  The church is cleaned once a week by a pair of volunteers; it is 
done on a rota basis so your turn comes up about once every six to eight weeks, 
depending on how many of us there are.  Please ring Lotty James on 01544 
388207 if you would like to join our happy band of cleaners. 
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GRAND CONCERT IN EARDISLAND CHURCH 
 

WITH  

HEREFORD RAIL MALE VOICE CHOIR 

 

SATURDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 

 

Tickets:-£8 to include prize draw, glass of wine & light 

refreshments; under 16’s £5. Available from Tea Rooms, 

Community Shop & PCC & Bowling Club members or Phil 

Milchard on 01544 388097 
 

Proceeds in aid of Eardisland Bowling club and St Mary’s Church 

 

 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
  
At last after jumping over many hurdles, we have managed to obtain planning 
permission for the new extension. This will give us extra room in the Club House 
and new changing room facilities with toilets and will also incorporate the 
equipment store. The only proviso being that a scheme for surface water drainage 
works will have to be approved before building can commence. 
  A meeting was scheduled in January with a Project Development Officer 
from Herefordshire District Council to discuss grants which may be possible 
through Sport England etc..  

  
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB - COMEDY AND CONCERT 
 
On Saturday November 19

th
, 85 people crammed in to the village hall to witness 

comedian, Andy Oakley, live in person. Feedback from the night has been good 
with everyone present enjoying themselves. The evening concluded with a grand 
auction, fabulously organised by David Wallis which raised half of the £1000 profit 
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on the night. Special thanks to my wife Margaret and to Val Holloway for helping 
prepare the food and to everyone who came along and supported the event.  
 

Saturday 11th February @ 7.30pm Grand Concert in St Mary’s Church 
 
The Bowling Club and St Mary’s Church are working together to host this event, 
which features the Hereford Rail Male Voice Choir, with profits being shared. The 
twenty four strong choir is so named because they use the Rail Club to practise in, 
but come from all walks of life, although many also sing with the Hereford Police 
Choir which featured a couple of years ago on the BBC Choir of the Year television 
programme. The Rail Choir recently sang at the new Shrewsbury Theatre and we 
are very lucky to have secured their services.  

Tickets, priced at £8 for adults and £5 for children, include a finger buffet 
and a glass of red wine or juice plus entry into the raffle. The initial response has 
been good with fifty tickets already reserved. To secure yours please visit either 
the Community Shop, the Tearooms or contact myself on 388097. 

Phil Milchard  
CAROL SINGING 

 
Thank you to all the singers who took  part in this event; a small but valiant band 
ventured out on the Wednesday before Christmas.  There were plenty of well-lit 
houses in the village – we sang our hearts out only to find that no-one answered 
the door!  Either there was something too-good-to-be-interrupted on the 
television or else everybody was out and had left lights on to fool any burglars. 
And as the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator was one of our number, he was 
quite impressed with this attention to detail!  However we did manage to raise 
£29 so thank you to the kind people that donated; a cheque is on its way to 
Macmillan Nurses from the people of Eardisland. 
 For the past two years, carol-singing had to be cancelled as it was too 
cold ( -6˚C)  so this year we waited until the weather was forecast for that week 
before we made a date for singing.  Perhaps next year we will choose a date much 
earlier, put it in the magazine and then keep our fingers crossed!  It would be good 
to get a larger number of people together  so that we could split into two groups 
and therefore sing at both ends of the village.  If anybody has any good ideas of 
how we could organise it better, please let me know! 

Annette Blyth 
EARDISLAND CHURCH APPEAL - A THANK YOU                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Now that the renovation work on our Church is virtually finished, as Chair of the 
Church Appeal Committee, I thought it important to say a big thank you to the 
many individuals, families and organisations who have been so generous and 
supportive of the appeal process over the past four years. Yes! It all started over 
four years ago when our former Rector Nigella Tyson proposed  a project limited 
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to providing a working heating system.   It was, however,  clear, that to heat a 
leaking, damp building, made little or no sense, hence our launch of the wider 
Church Renovation Appeal which sought to correct the many major structural 
issues surrounding the condition of the Church . 

As we achieve completion of the programme of works we set ourselves, 
we will have raised and spent in the region of £250,000, most of which we have 
already managed to raise.  When the final account is presented, it is possible that 
a residual debt of up to £10,000  may be left outstanding. To cover this the PCC 
has taken out an interest free loan, repayable over four years;  this requirement 
will have to be covered by additional fundraising effort . 

None of this ambitious programme could have been achieved without the 
direct involvement and active support of so many parishioners. Many of you have 
worked  very hard in so many ways to help and have been incredibly generous,  
for which you deserve the heartfelt thanks of the wider community here in 
Eardisland. 

My intention here is to formally thank you on behalf of the Appeal 
Committee  for contributing so significantly towards the success of the 
programme. In the end, we will have a dry building with a sound roof, an insulated 
magnificent floor,  a much improved heating system and a pleasing warm  interior,  
all of which will enable our Church to play a central role in the life of the Parish for 
generations to come. Thank you!        

Richard Kirby 
 
EARDISLAND OPEN GARDEN 16

TH
 - 17

TH
 JUNE 2012 

 
2012 is going to be a busy but fun year for us all, with many of the dates for the 
key village events already known. What is now needed is that the planning process 
gets started and a team is formed to enable the events to happen. As such, we are 
now planning what is one of the church’s main fundraisers which is our annual 
Open Gardens weekend. In 2012 this will be the weekend of 16

th
 and 17

th
 June, 

and this will be a fundraiser for the church with a donation being made to 
Macmillan Nurses. Gardeners who are interested in opening their gardens to 
visitors during these two days are asked to let me know as soon as possible. Our 
visitors, both new and regular, are  always appreciative of their day out in our 
lovely village, with the chance of visiting so many different gardens - please do not 
think they are looking for perfection! 
 Refreshments will be offered as usual in the Village Hall and we will be 
very glad of offers of help selling tickets, providing refreshments and generally 
helping on the day. 
 Our hope is to have as many gardens as possible open and to provide a 
fun day for visitors and residents alike! 
 If you are interested, please contact me, Lotty James  01544 388207, 
or Hannah Vernon 388692.  
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LIVING IN FINLAND  
 

Finland, as a country, is somewhere that the majority of the population know little 
about. However, I was lucky enough to spend four months living and studying 
there as part of an University and European Union exchange programme.  

It has a rich and abundant history of both Swedish and Russian rule, but 
the Swedish rule is looked upon with favour and sentimentality, a feeling which is 
not expressed when looking at the Russian rule. It was after the Revolutions in 
Russia in 1917 that Finland declared independence and, to this day, it is still 
celebrated every year on the 6

th
 December with marches through the streets, 

public addresses made by members of the cabinet, a state dinner as well as 
firework displays in all major cities.  

The country has over 1000km of shared border with Russia and 
unsurprisingly, this has a large influence over the politics of Finland. An example of 
this can be seen in that up to 1956, there was a large military base located just 
outside the capital, Helsinki.  One thing that struck me is despite the fact that 
Finland is in the European Union, there was not a feeling of being in a European 
cosmopolitan city. I was living in the second city of Finland, Tampere (213,000 
inhabitants) and never once did I have this feeling. But, on a trip to Oslo, I very 
much felt that it was a vibrant European and cosmopolitan city, just hugely 
expensive, particularly when you are on a student budget! 

Tampere was like Herefordshire to an extent, it was incredibly rare to see 
anyone in the streets who was of an ethnic background. The largest minority 
found in Finland are the Sami  who are the indigenous people who inhabit  all of 
Northern Scandinavia and  some parts of Northern Russia. In Finland, they live in 
Lapland and have traditional ways of life which have been handed down over the 
centuries such as reindeer herding, something that still occurs to this day.  

Swedish-speaking Finns are the second largest minority accounting for 
5% of the population. Swedish is the official second language of Finland and all 
place names are written in Finnish and Swedish – Helsinki for example, in Swedish, 
changes to Helsingfors. In many of the department stores as well, the shop 
assistants will speak both Finnish and Swedish.  Apart from this, there is a large 
Russian population followed by a large Estonian population.  

Everywhere you go in Finland, you are struck by how automated and 
clean everything is. In all shops, there is an automated serving system with 
numbered tickets, similar to the one which was seen at the deli counter in 
Morrison’s. Indeed, everything in Finland was quick and automated where 
possible and one thing which struck me in particular was how much faster the chip 
and pin machines were in shops; once your card was in, you were asked for your 
pin number virtually straight away. The streets are always meticulously clean, and 
so are the trains, you never see rubbish left on them and they are always running 
on time! They have  double decker trains, quite different from the one storey, 
two-carriage train that chugs from Leominster to Hereford. Once on board, there 
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were also carriages designed specifically for children with toys and games on the 
train which were all in a good but well-used condition.  

Like many other European countries which use the Euro, shopping both in 
the supermarkets and around the city was hugely expensive and careful budgeting 
was essential. For example, a pint of Strongbow could set you back €6.80! 

Health and safety seemed to be non-existent in Finland, in the street 
where I was living there were large road works with half of the street dug up with 
no barriers around it; anyone would have been able to fall in. At times, there were 
even holes left in the pavements as well. No one seemed to think that there was 
anything wrong with this and it was perfectly normal.  

When crossing the road in Finland, no one would walk out in the middle 
of the road, everyone waits at pedestrian crossings and there you do not cross, 
even if the road is clear until the green man instructs you. It does mean that when 
walking to University for lectures, you have to allow time for this and cannot make 
a last-minute dash to get there in time!  

Part 2 to follow, an adventure in Lapland! 
Abbie Blyth 

 
EARDISLAND MEMORIES 
 
In the last edition of this magazine we published details sent by two wartime 
evacuees to Eardisland. They recalled their lives as young children in the village 
during and just after the war, the school, their play areas and people they 
remembered. 
 
In response we have received some very interesting comments from Peggi Olausen, 
from New Zealand who was born and brought up in the village. She wrote “I 
married in 1943 and left in 1946 to come to New Zealand the first time.  We 
returned in 1947 after my husband was discharged from the New Zealand navy.” 
Her maiden name was Peggy Watkins and she lived in The Elms house. Her father 
had been i/c the Home Guard. She said “My family lived there from 1924 until 1960 
when my parents retired; and they came to N.Z. as we had returned here in 1958.” 

Peggi had married Bob Olausen, who as a young man aged 17 had just 
joined the New Zealand navy in 1939. He found himself sent, on his first mission as 
a gunner aboard The Achilles, to attack and disable the great German battleship 
Graf Spee. We were very fortunate to have the opportunity to talk to him when he 
and Peggi visited Eardisland in 1996. He spoke of his experiences at the battle of 
the River Plate, which he graphically described. Peggi said that “My eldest son was 
born at The Elms, and my daughter was born here but they both went to Eardisland 
School.” 

The late Howard Davies undertook very detailed research into the names 
of the men who appear on the war memorial. One sad story was that of Donald 
Clayton who at the age of 17 was lost on Friday 23

rd
 October 1943 aboard HMS 
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Charybdis when his ship was sunk in the English channel. Peggi said, “I well 
remember Donald Clayton he was at Eardisland School with me about 3 years 
younger he would have been about 84 now. It was a very sad ending for him we 
were all very upset at the time. Mrs Barrington had two other sons Lewis and Cyril 
older than Donald. We never knew Donald’s birth family. But he was a nice boy, a 
strong little character. Makes one realise what a terrible waste of life war is.” 

John Woodward noted that there was a belief that Patience Strong, a 
popular poet of the time, was living in the village. However, he wondered whether 
this was an error since he thought it more likely that the poet was actually his 
mother Kathleen Partridge. She was living in the Court House and publishing poems 
in the national press on a daily basis. She also had poems published in book form. 
In response, Peggi said, “I had certainly not heard of Patience Strong staying at The 
Court House........” 

John also sent the aerial photo (soon to be displayed in the Dovecote) 
which shows part of a Horsa glider fuselage in the garden of the White Swan. How 
it got there remains a mystery, Peggi said she did not remember it. Others have 
mentioned a part of a glider on the motte at this time in which children played. 

John Woodward and Diane Malone, who had come to the village as young 
children while their fathers were training at Shobdon, recalled the names of people 
they knew in the White Swan and the Court House at that time. Peggi said that “I 
did not know any of the families of the glider pilots who came to the village, except 
one Richard Martin. But there were quite a few airmen who brought their families 
to the village for short stays.” She said, “The people at The Swan I did know were 
Mrs Bishop and her family. She had a daughter Bobby; she came to school with 
me..The Kay family were living in and running The Cross.”  Peggi added  that she 
also remembered the Mewies family. “Going back to my childhood, my Dad used to 
fetch the barrels of beer from Kingsland station for them. He was the only one in the 
village with a van! After that there were the Bishops, Stan and Nesta and their 
daughter Bobby she was at The Grammar with me. (Leominster Grammar School). 
In later years they lived in Knapp House I think..” 

John had memories of the Morgan family in the Court House at that time. 
Peggi said “Yes I well remember Chris Morgan and his family his wife had art classes 
in a room at The Court House during the war they had a baby the same age as my 
eldest boy, so he would be 67 now I think there was a girl too. Chris rented the field 
at the back of the Elms from Beckers the Lynch. Going back to the Court House I 
remember the Gittens family there, then Powells, then Morgans in that order.  I 
think Esther and Jane were the names of Chris Morgan’s wife and daughter. Robin 
Powell had a sister Dianne and she taught us to play tennis at the Tennis Club in the 
cricket field of that day..” 

This is an interesting reference to the Tennis Club which once existed in 
the village. It was situated on the Cricket Meadow (behind the Brouch). This field 
became the village sports field from about 1866 when the Clowes family of Burton 
Court provided it for cricket, football and tennis. Sadly the Tennis and Football 
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Clubs ceased in about 1939. The cricket club continued until more recent times but 
on other grounds. 

Peggi said, “Before the Mewies family and before my time, too, the White 
Swan was owed by the Protheroe family. They had a niece Florrie Jenkins whom 
they had looked after from childhood. She went to Eardisland School. The 
Protheroes went to live in a little wooden bungalow on the left as you go to Legions 
Cross, they lived there until they died and Florrie looked after them.” (This property 
has in recent times been replaced by a modern residence on the same site). 

“I knew Florrie in later years; she was a friend of Leslie Evans and his wife 
Sally. There used to be a photo of Florrie as a child standing on the steps of the 
Swan to be seen on the mantel piece of the White Swan. Mrs Protheroe had a tragic 
accident in her bungalow  sometime later. They had to get their water from a well 
in a bucket and she fell in while doing this and drowned.” 

The reference to Florrie Jenkins is interesting. When interviewed in her 
90s by the Oral History Group she showed us a medal she had won in 1912 for “5 
years unbroken attendance in Eardisland School”. The letter of congratulations was 
signed by Sir James Rankin (the local MP). He said “My dear Miss Jenkins, I have 
much pleasure in sending you this small reward for 5 years unbroken attendance... I 
sincerely hope that this attention to regularity will be useful to you in after life and 
that you have been forming a character for regularity which will prove of great 
assistance to you...” Florrie went on to become a ladies maid and cared for children 
in the families for whom she worked. She died at the age of 100. 

Finally, Peggi reminisced about the way of life in the village during the war. 
She recalled that many of the scarce items for many people were more available in 
the village. She remembered visiting Rhydimoor Farm, for example, “to obtain 
butter made by Mrs Thomas”, and where eggs and milk could also be obtained. 
Since many people had pigs and fowls in their gardens there was no shortage of 
meat either, and course cider was always plentiful. 

We are always grateful to receive such recollections from people who can 
add more to the story of the changing social patterns of life in the village in living 
memory. 

Paul Selfe 
 

I received this email in December of last year. Ed. 
 
I enjoyed reading Paul Selfe’s article on the Swan. However, my name was Diana 
Bestwick.  Kath Partridge was a great friend of my mother.  I’m sure it was her and 
not Patience Strong. 

Diana Malone [now]! 
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IN YEARS GONE BY 
 
 At the end of my last contribution to this publication [No.128, November 2011] 
New House, now Arrow Lawn, had become the property of the Trustees of the Will 
of the late Mr Stephen Haywood. My intention was to continue in this edition with 
what I wrote about Arrow Lawn quite some time ago. However since November 
deeds and documents have been brought to my attention which may well throw 
more light on some points which at present are far from clear. For this reason I will 
conclude this record of Arrow Lawn by including only such detail from my files as 
leaves no room at all for confusion or misinterpretation. It must be acknowledged 
that this will leave substantial gaps in the story compared to what may later prove 
to be a much more detailed picture. 
 
       In 1956 Eardisland W.I. Book included a written contribution from a Miss 
Blackmore of Kingsland which does not exactly match what the documentary 
record evidences: 
       Mrs Haywood, my great-grandmother, came to Arrow Lawn in 1811. Her 
unmarried daughter followed her. At her death my grandmother, Mrs Blackmore, 
inherited and she and her husband came to live there in 1846. There was then a 
cottage by the river; my grandfather bought it and pulled it down and laid out the 
garden there. 
       The cottage by the river shows clearly on the Tithe Map (1844); it was on the 
land almost opposite and very slightly downstream of Arrow Lawn. 
       The WI Book also contains detail that, at dates which it does not quote, 
between being known as New House and Arrow Lawn, the property was known as 
The White House. Other than a late reversion to that name in 1929 when Kelly’s 
Directory listed Mellor Rev. Frederick M.A. The White House the WI Book is the 
only source which refers to the property as The White House. 
       By 1851 the Blackmore family was indeed at New House and was listed in 
Lascelles Directory where under the heading CLERGY, GENTRY etc. was recorded: 
Blakemore (sic) Rev. Samuel, Baptist Minister, New House 
       Much the same wording was published in 1867, on that occasion in 
Littlebury’s Directory. 
       Ownership of Arrow Lawn stayed with the Blackmore family until well into the 
last century, my most recent reference to them being there being an item from 
The Times newspaper, which on 5

th
 March 1938 recorded: 

       Forthcoming Marriages: The engagement is announced between Charles 
Thurston Edward-Collins...and Anne, daughter of the late Mr & Mrs Blackmore, of 
Carolina, Watawalla, Ceylon, and Arrowlawn, Eardisland, Herefordshire. 
        Between this last reference and the 1867 Littlebury’s Directory entry which I 
mentioned earlier I have four other references, two of which suggest that a tenant 
was in situ at Arrow Lawn: 
1891. Davis, Richard, New House. *Kelly’s Directory+. 
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1895. An unspecified Mrs Blackmore was the Private Resident there.*Kelly’s 
Directory]. 
1922. ...in 1922 Rupert Brooke was living in the property. Mr Samuel Blackmore, a 
retired tea planter who owned it... [Portrait of a Village, page 73]. 
1934. In 1934 a Miss Blackmore and a Miss Child lived at Arrow Lawn. They were 
still there in 1937.*Kelly’s Directory 1934 and 1937+. 
 
Lastly two references from the 1940s complete my file: 
1941. Richards F.A. Arrow Lawn. Kelly’s Director 
1945. July. Jim Taylor did work at Arrow Lawn for Mrs Evans.*Jim Taylor’s Year 
Book] 
 
 
 

 
 

1934 
 

..................FINIS.................. 
 

 
A BRIEF LOOK AT THE WEATHER IN 2011 
 

January opened cold with the December snow still in 
evidence but even so it was less cold than the 
previous month. Towards the end of the winter it 
became much milder and this warmth continued for 
the rest of the year, although the summer months 
were on the whole not very hot. Autumn and early 
winter were unusually warm with record, or near 
record, teperatures in both September and October 

and there were very few frosts before the end of the year. Although there was no 
heatwave in the summer, the consistently mild weather insured that the year as a 
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whole was the second warmest on record (the warmest was in 2006). Seven of the 
warmest ten years have now occurred in the last 15 years. 
 Warm, yes, but not wet. Six of the months had rainfalls below the norm - 
March and April had a combined total of only 21mm. We were saved from the 
year becoming a drought year by the arrival of several periods of steady rain in the 
last week of October. The warm wet weather continued during the last two 
months of the year. November (73.7mm) and December (97.4mm) were both 
higher than usual. Even so, the wet weather in these two months was not enough 
to compensate for the earlier dry months and the year’s total of 597mm was some 
way below the average for a typical year in Eardisland. The previous year, 2010, 
was also unusually dry. 

Peter Glenn 
 
GIVE AN HOUR THIS MARCH  
 
Marie Curie Cancer Care is appealing to people in Herefordshire to give an hour as a 
volunteer collector for the Great Daffodil Appeal. 

The appeal is Marie Curie’s biggest fundraiser and encourages everyone to give a 
donation and wear a daffodil pin in March.  All money raised will help Marie Curie Nurses to 
provide more free care to local terminally ill people in their own homes. 

Marie Curie Nursing Ambassador, Clare Horgan, was inspired to become a nurse 
for the charity after her brother died of cancer.  She explains why the appeal is so 
important: “I absolutely love my job as I see first hand what it means for terminally ill 
people to be able to spend their final days in the place of their choice with friends and 
family nearby. 

“Marie Curie Nurses make this possible by providing physical and emotional 
nursing care completely free of charge to patients and their families.   We work shifts, often 
at night, giving carers and family members the chance to take a break, spend quality time 
with their loved one, or simply get a good night's sleep.  

“In March please join me by collecting for the Great Daffodil Appeal and wearing 
a daffodil pin so that more people with a terminal illness can access free Marie Curie 
nursing care.” 

Donating your time to the appeal will allow Marie Curie nurses to provide more 
free care to people with terminal cancer and other illnesses in their own homes.  By 
supporting the appeal, you will be backing the Herefordshire Nursing Appeal which aims to 
raise the £88,000 needed to fund the Marie Curie nursing service in Herefordshire. 

Join your local team of volunteer collectors by calling Marie Curie Cancer Care 
now on 0117 942 7132 or visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil today. 
 
Daffodil pins can be picked up from local stores, schools, street collectors in Herefordshire 
throughout March.  
To get help from the Marie Curie Nursing Service, talk to your GP, district nurse or 
discharge nurse.  For more information, visit www.mariecurie.org.uk or call 0800 716 146. 

  

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil
http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/
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A&E: RESIDENTS URGED TO THINK TWICE BEFORE THEY USE IT THIS WINTER 
 
Local NHS chiefs are urging local people to think twice before using A&E this winter. 
If you are injured or feeling unwell there are lots of alternatives to A&E, many of which are 
also open 24/7 and have shorter waiting times. 
A&E is for seriously ill and injured patients – for example anyone with chest pains should go 
straight to A&E. But, increasingly, many people attend with minor injuries and illnesses. 

For coughs, colds, emergency contraception or a tummy bug you should take care 
of yourself. Visit your local pharmacist who is an expert in medicines.  

For cuts, sprains and minor sports injuries visit the GP Walk in Centre at ASDA, 
Hereford or minor injuries units at community hospitals in Ross, Leominster and Ledbury 
which are open 24/7.  The minor injuries unit at Kington is open 8am-8pm every day. 
 

Emergency Out-of-hours advice and GP on call 0330 1239309 
Leominster Community Hospital, Dishley Street 01568 614211 

NHS Direct 0845 46 47 http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/checksymptoms 
www.herefordshire.nhs.uk/choosewell 

  

http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/checksymptoms
http://www.herefordshire.nhs.uk/choosewell
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Sunday 4
th

 March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 

Sunday 11
th

 March 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

9.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 18
th 

March 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Service of the Word Kingsland 

3.30 pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earles 

6.30 pm Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

 

Sunday 25
th

 
 
March 

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Kingsland 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

11.00 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

6.30 pm Choral Evensong Kingsland 

 

Sunday 1
st

 April – Palm Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

9.30 am Family Service Kingsland 

11.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey 

11.00 am Matins Kingsland 

 
Dates 
6

th
 April:  Good Friday 

8
th

 April:  Easter Sunday 
 
Tuesday Morning Drop-Ins, 10:00 – 11:30, will be in the Church, except for the first 
Tuesday of the month, when there is a social coffee morning in the Village Hall. 
The Drop-in is an opportunity for anyone to come and have a chat, or to discuss 
weddings, baptisms or any other special service. 
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CONTACTS 

EDITORIAL 
 

CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  

 Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 

You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by using 
Google. The program is entirely free. 

 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY, 2
nd

 MARCH 2012 
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