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Bill Wiggin MP displays the award gained by 
Eardisland Community Shop Association 

 
(L to R: Albert Sheffield, Margaret Milchard, Mandy Vernon, Peter Glenn, Bill Wiggin and 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Churchwarden:       Beryl Hoda , Arrow Lawn 
            Tel: 01544 388131   
 
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden & Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden & Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 
Please note that the following services are provisional as we are in a ‘Vacancy’.  
Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.                         

 

Sunday 1
st

 July           

9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 8
th

 July 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 15
th

 July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 22
nd

  July   

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 29
th

 July     

11.00 am Benefice Service with Kingsland 
Aymestry & Leinthall Earls 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 5
th

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 12
th

 August 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 
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EDITORIAL 
 
At the time that the previous edition of the magazine was printed the resource 
centre in Leominster was experiencing various equipment problems resulting in 
some rather dramatic and very unfortunate errors in the way that some 
magazines were printed and collated. This has been discussed with the printers 
and a report made to the Parish Council. 

‘Who’s Who’ and ‘Organisations’ have already changed since they were 
last printed in May and both will be updated and re-printed in the near future. If 
you are aware of changes, please let me know asap so that I can include all the 
required alterations. One significant change is the departure of the Rector, Dr 
Rob Taylor. If you Google St John’s Goole you will see something of his new 
appointment, one greeted with considerable enthusiasm in Goole. Their gain, our 
loss. 

On another level, you may have gathered that we will no longer receive 
plastic black rubbish bags from Herefordshire Council, this to save some 
£200,000 p.a. The message is ‘buy your own’. I’m told that bags will still have to 
be black otherwise they will not be collected. The system and dates of collection 
remain the same. 
 Lastly, it was a pleasure to see Bill Wiggin M.P. in the village, most 
particularly because of the occasion. The shop has won a gold award for 
community retailing in the 'My Shop Is Your Shop’ industry awards. This is a great 
achievement for all concerned. Congratulations! (see page 8 for details). 
 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2012 

 
Saturday 21

st
 July Eardisland Children’s Allotment, see page 29 

Wednesday 25
th

 July Burton Court, see page 14 

Thursday 26
th

 July In Bloom judging day, see page 21 

Thursday 26
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Sunday 29
th

 July War Memorial, 3.00pm, see page 6 

Saturday 4
th

 August Church BBQ, Hardwick House, see page 19 

Sunday 26
th

 August Annual Duck Race 

26
th

/27
th

 August Riverside Open Gardens, see page 18 

Saturday 1
st

 September Village Show, see page 23 onwards 

Friday 7
th

 September Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 13
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 13
th

 September Prize Bingo, VH 

Sunday 16
th

 September Bowling Club, see page 30 

Thursday 25
th

 October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 27
th

 October Halloween Party, VH 

Friday 16
th

 November Magazine Copy Date 

Saturday 17
th

 November Quiz. Sausage and Mash Supper, VH 

Thursday 22
nd

 November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 24
th

 November Eardisland Village Band, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 1
st

 December Eardisland WI Coffee Morning 

 
THANKS 
 

Tim Simpson would like to thank everyone who came to the jubilee weekend festivities at 
the White Swan.  It was great to see old and new faces, and he hopes, despite the rain, 
that everybody enjoyed themselves.  He’s very grateful for your support.  Thanks again. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
  
At the recent Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Cllr Hanson was re-elected Chair, and 
Cllr Weir has become Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year.  Cllr Esther Simpson has 
resigned from the Council and we would like thank her for all her efforts in the past year. 
As a result, we currently have a vacancy on the Council and would be pleased to hear from 
anyone interested in the position.  

We will be discussing the footpaths ED 5 and 6 at our next meeting on July 26th, 
7.30pm in the Village Hall, and hope that a representative from Herefordshire Council 
Public Rights of Way will be attending to answer questions etc. We are aware that there is 
a lot of interest in this topic in the village and hope to make progress on this long-running 
issue.  

Please contact the Clerk if you have any items for the Parish Council to discuss or 
if you are interested in joining the Council.  

Parish Clerk 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS by Gill Richards 
 
The village hall continues to be fairly well used but the fund raising events are 
not always very well supported, if you come to the hall you will see that we have 
had both entrance halls redecorated at a cost of slightly over £800. This, as you 
must agree, is hard to raise funds for, as our last event, the big breakfast, only 
just did better than break even. The next event is August bank holiday Sunday 
2.30pm, duck racing on the millstream bank, we hope to see you all there, 
weather permitting, otherwise we will cast the ducks on the water down the 
main road and see which one gets to Leominster first. 

EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
After the very successful exchange visit from La Vieille Lyre, we have received 
many messages of thanks from our French friends telling us how much they 
enjoyed their time with us. We were also very excited to receive an open 
invitation to everyone in Eardisland to visit La Vieille Lyre in June 2013 when they 
will be holding their Summer Festival. This is a visit which we think will appeal to 
a wide cross section of our community, and the committee very much hope to 
gain the interest and support of new members. When we have more details we 
will bring them to you together with the most economical route and transport 
options for us all.   

Annie Mitchell 
FASTER BROADBAND by Phil Milchard 
 
I have been contacted by a parishioner regarding a reply she has received from 
allpay Broadband regarding a request for faster broadband in Eardisland. I know 
this is a popular issue as the results in the C.L.P. questionnaire bear out and print 
below the reply received from the company, which clearly shows that if we want 
faster broadband then we must show there is support for it.  
Thank you for expressing an interest in allpay Broadband 
You are not currently in one of our coverage areas, however we hope to be set-up 
within the next 12 months, but we very much welcome your interest and will be in 
touch as soon as it is. We seek to deliver a service where there is demand, so 
please encourage friends in your community to register their interest at 
www.allpaybroadband.com/availability/interest or by calling 0844 557 8322.  
We have recorded your details on our system and you will now receive monthly 
email updates on allpay Broadband – whether it’s information on new packages 
or updates on new communities benefitting from our service. 
If you do not want to receive these updates please contact a member of the team 
on 0844 557 8349 or email support@allpaybroadband.com, alternatively click the 
unsubscribe link in the newsletter. 

http://www.allpaybroadband.com/availability/interest
mailto:support@allpaybroadband.com,
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GRETA PENNINGTON AND THE ARROW VALLEY TRAIL 
  

During her last year Greta was planning 
a route along the River Arrow from its 
source to its confluence with the Lugg 
near Leominster. This walk, mostly on 
footpaths and bridleways, would be 
known as the Arrow Valley Trail. 

The Mortimer Group of 
Ramblers, of which she was a popular 
and keen member, promised her it 
would be completed and we are now 
proud to publish it in her memory. 
  Greta's family will be in the 
village this summer and we are 
planning a simple ceremony to launch 
the book on Sunday 29 July at 3.00 pm 
followed by a communal picnic. 
(Everyone to bring a drink and a picnic 
contribution). 

  All Greta's friends are welcome to this event when the book will be on 
sale. Please meet at the War Memorial next to the Cross Inn. 
 
EARDISLAND CHURCH FETE 
 
STOP PRESS! 
 
Just a quick word to say that I’ve just returned from a rather damp (not to say 
wet) church fete at Glan Arrow, the wonderful home of Lotty and Christopher 
James. Despite all the rain, tents were erected and quite a few people attended - 
many more than might have been expected given the weather (which was both 
wet and cool). At the time of my leaving to write this, car drivers were making 
desperate attempts to escape the car park in all the mud.  
 The true British spirit prevailed and visitors trailed around in the 
improving weather, but with some rain. All credit must go to the organisers who 
kept going despite all the difficulties, and also to the visitors who still turned out. 
 I’m sure that there will be a fuller report in the next edition, due in 
September. Doubtless this will give some figures of visitor numbers and possible 
profits. 
 Anyway, it was a very good effort. 

Chris Bivand  
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The document below was agreed by Eardisland Parish Council on Thursday 28th 
June 2012 and comes into effect immediately. 
 

EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

POLICY ON ‘INSERTS’  
 

1. An ‘insert’ is defined as material distributed with the magazine, but not 
stapled into the A5 booklet. 

 
2. Delivering inserts is a significant extra load for the volunteer distributors 

and they are prepared to deliver such inserts only rarely and in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 

3. Inserts must be agreed in advance with the nominated Parish Council 
Liaison Officer (currently Cllr. James Miller) for inclusion. It is 
recommended that anybody wishing to include an insert consult the 
Officer well in advance and certainly before final printing so that 
changes may be made if required. The proposed final copy must be 
submitted to the Officer. 
 

4. In the event of the responsible Officer not being available, copy may be 
checked by the Editor (currently Chris Bivand). 
 

5. Any decision reached by the responsible Officer (or Editor) may be 
appealed to the Parish Council via the Parish Clerk. 
 

6. Any inserts that are included will be charged at 5p per sheet, payable in 
advance of delivery. Currently the print run is 270 copies. The charge 
would therefore be £13.50. This rate will apply to each separate 
document. The monies collected will be paid to Eardisland Parish 
Council. 
 

7. Contact details for the Council’s magazine representative and Editor are 
detailed in each copy of the Eardisland Parish Magazine. These may be 
accessed at: www.eardisland.org.uk 

 
Chris Bivand 

Editor 
  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The front cover of this magazine features the shop receiving a ‘Gold Award for 
Excellence in Community Retailing’. The award, presented by our local MP Bill 
Wiggin, was from the ‘My Shop is Your Shop’ initiative sponsored by some of the 
world’s biggest companies such as Coca-Cola, Cadbury, Britvic and more. 

Our award was given based on the level of service we provide, the fact 
that we are totally run and staffed by volunteers and the level of support we give 
to local products. 

The award is testament to the efforts of all our volunteers who should 
be proud of what we continue to achieve. 
 
On 20 June we held our 3rd Annual General meeting in the Village Hall. The key 
points from the review of the year were: 
 

 Shop opened for just under 2800 hours. 

 76% of our food sales are from local products. 

 Total sales, at just under £60,000.00 exceeded our business plan. 

 A trading surplus was achieved before deduction of costs, allowances 
etc. 

 The Committee all stood for re-election and were unanimously 
supported. 

 A resolution to set up the ‘Eardisland Shop Community Fund’ was 
approved allowing for a share of any future surplus to be used to 
support community activities and events. 

 A copy of the minutes of the AGM will be available for viewing at the 
shop. 

The key assets of the shop are Volunteers and Customers, we thank all of you for 
your continued support. 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Association 

 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND AND FRIENDS 
 

We are delighted to confirm our first guests for the concert on Saturday 24
th

 November 2012 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. We will be joined by Tunewrights - Herefordshire’s own open 
workshop group for young people - playing folk tunes on fiddles, flute, cello, oboe and guitar.  
Please save the date! 

  



9 
 

EARDISLAND DIAMOND JUBILEE WEEKEND CELEBRATIONS 
 

Events got underway once 
personal invitations had been 
delivered to all (hopefully!) 
residents in the parish. Please 
accept our apologies if you were 
missed and thank you to the 
willing band of volunteers who 
took the time to deliver them. 

The celebrations began 
on Saturday night with our 
Diamond Disco which took place 
at Lynch Court, courtesy of the 

Hepworths. Many thanks go to them for the generous donation of the use of the 
marquee plus table and chairs. The marquee was full to capacity and although 
the sound system was not as loud as expected, many revellers were grateful as it 
gave them a chance to catch up with friends and be able to hear themselves 
speak! Despite the atrocious weather, the marquee did not flood and the 
children enjoyed the freedom of getting wet through, although this might have 
been as much due to the paddling pool as to the rain! 

Sunday started with a special service of thanksgiving in St Mary’s church 
followed by a sumptuous array of homemade cakes and coffee, generously 
provided by the ladies of the WI. 

Although the rain continued its onslaught, the White Swan was a 
cheerful place to be in the afternoon, thanks to Tim’s well stocked bar, hot roast 
pork baps and games such as Sponge the Troll and Whack the Rat.  Some 
fantastic live music followed in the evening, with Ludlow-based “retro rock’n’roll” 
singer Sean Saye making another appearance in Eardisland.  

Monday saw the best day of the weekend weather-wise. An amazing 
crowd of over 100 adults and children, some in fancy dress, gathered at the War 
Memorial to take part in our Olympic Style procession. No less than 12 village 
organisations were represented with banners, proudly carried aloft, as we made 
our way to the village hall. Visitors to the village were eager to take photographs 
and many took the time to join in the parade. At the village hall, all the children 
put their names in a hat and the rector, Rob Taylor drew out the name of a boy 
and a girl to be the Eardisland King and Queen for the day. Cloaks were donned, 
and followed by their princes and princesses, they made their way to the church 
for their ‘coronation’ ceremony. Before a packed congregation they were 
crowned King and Queen and the national anthem was sung not once, but twice! 
Everyone then made their way to the recreation ground where tables and chairs 
were set up, blankets spread on the ground and picnics unpacked. Tea and coffee 
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was available in the village hall for those who needed a hot drink. It was an 
amazing sight to see so many people on the recreation ground enjoying tea and 
company! 

Once all the sandwiches had been eaten, every crisp crunched and the 
last crumbs of cake demolished, a game of rounders began. Firstly the children 
took an innings, but then the adults decided it was their turn to have a go! All in 
all a very successful event and one that we hope will be repeated next year. 
Thank you to everyone who had a hand in the organisation of this historic event 
and especially to all those who supported it. 
 
EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST 
 
New! Have you seen the new painting hanging in the Dovecote? Painted pre- 
1900, it shows the view from the bridge looking towards Riversdale and was 
donated by the artist’s family. Further details will be available with the painting 
in the near future. 

 The Dovecote Trustees 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE  
 
The bingo evening held in the Coronation Hall, Kingsland on Saturday June 9

th
 

made a profit of £320.  In addition, Annie and Keith’s Bee Open Mornings 
resulted in £40 for our funds.  They made no entry charge but asked for 
donations to be divided between the Hospice and the “E” Team, but the “E” 
Team generously gave their share to the Hospice also, so our grateful thanks go 
to all who contributed. 

Our next events are a street collection in Leominster on Friday July 20
th

, 
and a collection at Morrisons on Friday 5

th
 October.  Help at Morrisons would be 

greatly appreciated.  
Dorothy Brown 388389, Annie Mitchell  388605, Beryl Hoda 388131 

 
 
SOME THOUGHTS FROM (AMERICAN) CHILDREN - ALL TRUE! 
 

1. In the first book of the bible, Guinessis, God got tired of creating the 
world so he took the sabbath off. 
 

2. Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was Joan of 
Ark. Noah built an ark and the animals came on in pears.  
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COMMUNITY LED PLAN - UPDATE 
 
Eardisland CLP – A very brief overview June/July 2012 

 
AFTER THE QUESTIONNAIRES………………. 

 
The Council has recently returned our professional and independent data 
analysis. We now have three large and very detailed documents which appraise 
the questionnaire results and provide us with excellent and interesting 
information, including percentages, cross analysis and ‘open comment’ lists.  

As a Steering Committee we have digested the specifics of each 
question/topic and are now putting together a range of objectives and actions to 
help facilitate the results and these will both form a significant part of the final 
plan document.  

Full copies of all reports/analysis are available from Steering Committee 
upon request. If you have any questions or suggestions relating to the CLP please 
do not hesitate to get in touch. This is YOUR plan and your suggestions and 
thoughts are always welcome. 
 
What Happens Next? 
 
Smaller focus groups are now researching the main issues that have arisen. We 
will prepare objectives and put forward possible actions (supported wherever 
possible with further evidence of need or practicality and accurate background 
feasibility appraisals to ensure we can deliver results). If you would like to make 
representations to any of the focus groups please get in touch. The Focus Group 
topics are: 
  

 Roads, safety and crime 

 Housing, planning and development  

 Business and local economy  

 Facilities and services  

 Environment and sustainability  

 Leisure and tourism 

 Young people  

 

Please make any representations to the Chairperson who will pass on your details 
to the appropriate focus group. We are actively encouraging participation so 
please do get involved if you can.  
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We hope to hold a Presentation Evening in October to show and share the 
questionnaire results and suggestions. The draft plan will also be available. There 
will be an opportunity for further consultation to ensure that the Eardisland CLP 
is professional, relevant, practical and positive.   

Details of the Presentation Evening will be publicised widely and we 
hope to see you there! 

Thank you for all your support and encouragement so far. 
 

Merry  (merryalbright@waitrose.com) 
WI ACTIVITY ROUND UP NEWS 
 
Last month’s round up is on the Eardisland website.  

Well May and June have seen us all extremely busy - not only did we 
have two really excellent speakers, but there has been a great deal of cake and 
tea-making in support of the National Garden Open Day at Lotty’s (Glan Arrrow 
House), the Jubilee and then the Village Open Gardens of which more later.  
The May speaker was a graphologist and we all (well most) gave her samples of 
our handwriting which she analysed.  I can’t mention others results but mine was 
interesting – apparently I like to help out which is true (won’t tell you the other 
bits).  She talked of the type of work she can be involved in, for example police 
investigations involving fraud, marital situations, therapy and employer/ee 
situations. Here are a few examples of her analysis – loops show imagination, 
flowery large writing can mean that you are expressive or interested in writing, 
lines going up can signify spontaneity, going down can signify that you put effort 
into tasks which you undertake. Overall we had an enjoyable and informative 
meeting. 

The June speakers gave a fascinating (even if sometimes rather a 
gruesome) talk on medieval medicine.  We all watched in bemused silence as 
they unpacked an array of strange implements – one looked like an ideal vessel 
for flower arrangements but turned out to be something to do with bloodletting. 
I particularly liked the ailment chart which was a picture of a human being with 
each of the star signs being associated with a different part of the body e.g. if you 
are a Virgo you could supposedly suffer from stomach and bowel problems.  This 
means of diagnosis’s was used by the ‘good woman or wise woman’ of the village 
who would dole out herbs and other medicine to sort out the problem.  Sounds a 
bit hit and miss and it makes me very grateful that we have the NHS.  
National Open Garden – Glan Arrow. 

A blisteringly hot day.  Those of us doing tea and cake tried to hide away 
from the sun in the kitchen to keep cool. WI members produced some wonderful 
looking cakes and the one decorated to represent the Union Flag was certainly 
very popular.  It has made me realise that I am going to have to up my game on 
the cake-making side.   

mailto:merryalbright@waitrose.com
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Jubilee 
On Sunday, 3rd June, after a special Church Service to celebrate the 

Queen’s Jubilee, a number of WI members provided tea/coffee and tray bakes. 
Wendy Priday decorated the table which looked lovely and the flower 
arrangement in the Church looked spectacular. A number of members provided 
the tray bakes which were enjoyed by the congregation. 
  On Monday Pat Roche, Cath Morgan, Rita Kirby, Wendy Priday and I   
marched to the Village Hall carrying the WI banner high.  Pat Roche was the main 
bearer with Rita, Wendy P and I taking it in turns to carry the other side which 
just goes to show how strong Pat is. 
Open Gardens 
As we all know the Saturday was not a good day but we did have a good number 
of people wanting cakes and sandwiches.  The Sunday was much better and it 
became quite hectic in the kitchen, but it was good fun and I hear that a good 
sum of money was raised.   
Forthcoming WI Events 
August 2012 – Summer break so no speaker.  
10th September – speaker Mrs Mavis Tantrum – will demonstrate how to put 
together a collage picture. 
 
I hope everyone has a lovely summer (despite the rain). My aim is to master the 
Victoria sponge but given my previous attempts it looks like the birds won’t go 
hungry.      

Wendy Cross, Eardisland WI 
 

WALK TEN CROFT CASTLE 2012 
 
In its second year – Walk Ten at Croft Castle is sure to be bigger and better than ever.  In 
2011, nearly 300 people took part in the event and Marie Curie Cancer Care is calling on 
local people to don their walking boots and join us on Saturday 18

th
 August 2012 for this 

fantastic 10km twilight walk. 
Set in the National Trust grounds at Croft Castle, Herefordshire, the walk gives 

you exclusive access to the site after dark.  You will start at 7pm in the early evening light 
and follow a route around the castle before heading up into the 1500 acre grounds and 
woodlands where you will end up at the iron age hill fort Croft Ambrey.  There will be a 
chance to see all of this historic landscape and grounds and you can even walk through 
our special “enchanted forest” on your way back to enjoy your twilight picnic with music 
and fireworks. 

The event is open to everyone with children under 16 going free with a paying 
adult.  If you register in advance you’ll also receive a discount of £10 on the registration 
fee – so sign up now to take advantage of this offer!  For more information please visit the 
website www.mariecurie.org.uk/walkten call 01633 853162 or email 
claire.notman@mariecurie.org.uk  

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/walkten
mailto:claire.notman@mariecurie.org.uk
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BURTON COURT 
 

Is proud to host Noel Coward’s 
 

‘Private Lives’ – Wednesday 25th July, 7:30pm 
 

Adults £13.00, Children £7.00 
 

Open Air Theatre Tickets are available by:- 
Telephone – Burton Court on 01544 388222 

Online – www.heartbreakproductions.co.uk/ticketsales 
In person - Leominster TIC, Corn Square, Leominster 

 
 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
Speed Restriction Enforcement in Eardisland! 
CSO Dick Allford has continued to carry out speed enforcement exercises, with 
laser gun in the central area of the village. On each occasion any vehicle travelling 
significantly over the speed limit has been stopped and the driver severely 
cautioned. Over the last two months the police have successfully deployed 
similar tactics during the ‘busy times’ of the day on seven occasions with positive 
outcomes being achieved on each occasion. 
 
Partners and Communities Together (PACT) in Eardisland 
PACT surgeries offer an opportunity for police to meet local residents in an 
informal way so that concerns and information can be exchanged and local 
priorities established.  As a result of the continued success of the PACT surgeries 
in the village, the next planned Thursday surgeries will be held from 3.00-4.00pm 
at the Village Shop on 19 July and again on 16 August. If you have any individual 
concerns please share them with the local police team at this time. 
 
Seasonal Crime Trends 
Thefts in Leominster. Please be advised that there have been several thefts of 
purses from handbags/bags in the Leominster area. Look after your belongings 
when you are in town, and out and about in the shops. The police has a small 
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quantity of purse bells to attach to your handbag/purse, and if anyone wants one 
please contact me at Arrow Lea. 
 
Reported Local Crime  
Persons unknown have forced an entry into a vehicle parked on a drive outside a 
property in Shobdon and stolen a tax disc which expired in October 2012. 
Persons unknown have stolen all four wheel trim hub covers from a Vauxhall 
Zafira which had been parked in Dilwyn Village Hall car park.  
The BT phone kiosk in Eardisley was attacked by three young males who 
attempted to drill into the kiosk coin box. Fortunately two members of the 
Eardisley Neighbourhood Watch team heard the drilling and were quickly on the 
scene. They prevented the theft but the three males disappeared into the night! 

Persons unknown have forced entry into a garden shed in Weobley and 
stolen a red and silver Honda lawnmower, a model LM5360. 

Persons unknown have caused criminal damage to a Kia Rio car parked 
outside a property in Weobley. It is likely that the persons involved have jumped 
onto the roof of the car and proceeded to walk all over it causing £250 worth of 
damage. 
 
Swimming in Rivers 
Police are warning local residents to stay safe around rivers and other bodies of 
water now that the summer has finally arrived although we could be mistaken 
(you are! Ed.). A cooling swim in open water may seem inviting but it is fraught 
with danger and could be deadly. 

Swimming in unauthorised, unsupervised stretches of water can be very 
unpredictable as rivers have strong hidden currents no matter how welcoming 
they might appear to be on the surface. It is often impossible to gauge the depths 
of water – just how deep or shallow they may be – and jumping or diving in can 
cause serious injury or drowning. Water can also be very cold as water has not 
yet had the chance to warm up this summer. Sudden changes in temperature 
when entering the water can create serious problems for swimmers. 
 
N.B. Just two weeks ago a three-year-old had to be pulled from the River Arrow 
near the bridge in Eardisland. Fortunately there was no harm to the child and 
great relief to the parents who had been temporarily distracted. 
 
Flooding and Safer Driving Advice for Motorists 
 
With the recent heavy rain and localised flooding, motorists are being urged to 
take care and exercise caution. Localised flooding has occurred which is affecting 
normal driving routes across our area. 
If driving through larger puddles or smaller areas of standing water drive slowly 
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and steadily, allow oncoming traffic to pass and always test your brakes after 
leaving the water. If water has flooded across a section of road it may be difficult 
to tell exactly how deep it is. If you do come across a road that is flooded DO NOT 
attempt to drive through the flood water. Not only is this putting yourself in 
danger but a small amount of water entering your engine is enough to wreck it.  
Visibility can also be seriously reduced in heavy rain so headlights MUST be used. 
This is important together with allowing a bigger gap between you and the car in 
front to allow for the increased stopping distance. If you are unlucky enough to 
breakdown in any further heavy rain, advice from the AA is to try and get the car 
to a safe and visible place, call for roadside assistance and wait for help to arrive.  
 
Noise Nuisance – how Herefordshire Council can help 
 
  Herefordshire Council is getting ready to repeat last year’s 
night-time noise response scheme, which will operate throughout the county 
every weekend from Friday 22nd June to Bank Holiday Monday 27th August. The 
scheme is to be repeated as a result of last year’s successful trial. It involves 
setting up a dedicated noise team who operate after 9.00pm at the weekends. A 
Herefordshire Council representative said: “With what we hope will be warm, 
long summer evenings ahead, many people like to hold barbecues and parties. 
But sometimes these can cause unacceptable noise nuisance to their neighbours.  
Before our noise team was set up, people would have to wait until after the 
weekend to report such incidents. Now we can respond when the nuisance is 
actually happening by sending one of environmental health officers to the 
address concerned to sort the situation out.  “Last year, we were able to reduce 
the impact of the majority of noisy  parties by simply speaking to and negotiating 
with the people involved. However, the environmental health officers will retain 
the power to serve noise abatement notices if necessary.  A survey of the 57 
households who used the noise team last year showed that it was very well 
received by residents and that an overwhelming number were more than 
satisfied with the service. The police also reported a significant reduction in night 
time calls to them about noise, which allowed their officers to concentrate on 
other policing matters.  The service comes as a result of savings made  elsewhere 
in environmental services last year and aims to focus on providing support where 
it is needed most.  The Noise Response Team can be  contacted on 01432 261761 
after 9pm. 
    mailto:info@herefordshire.gov.uk 
 

Keith Mitchell (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator) 
 
 

 

mailto:info@herefordshire.gov.uk
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THE RECTOR’S LEAVING PARTY 
 
Many thanks to all of you who came to Burton Court  to make Rob & Val & 
Claire’s leaving party such a success.    I want especially to thank Helen, Robert 

and Edward for providing such a lovely venue 
and for making us all so welcome.   Many of 
you provided delicious canapés and wine and 
we had a really enjoyable evening - so thank 
you all of you.  Also many thanks to all of you 
who gave so generously to the Taylor’s leaving 
present, particularly those who gave who 
couldn’t come to the party.   We collected 
£250. and presented them with a cheque to 

buy something for their new home. I am sure your love and generosity to them 
will leave them with good memories of a very happy occasion. 
 
OPEN GARDENS 2012 
 
A record fourteen gardens were open this year and, as always, Eardisland’s dedicated and 
talented gardeners provided visitors with an infinite variety of imaginatively designed and 
immaculately maintained gardens to enjoy. 

Individual letters of appreciation have been sent to all gardeners.  It is a pleasure 
to take this opportunity to repeat this thanks to all our garden owners, knowing that the 
results we saw are the outcome of year-round expertise and hard work, whatever the 
weather. 

Open Gardens Weekend also requires a dedicated support team at the Village 
Hall to provide a full two days of catering, and selling admission and draw tickets, so our 
thanks to all who worked so hard for their fantastic effort.  Saturday’s lunchtime guests 
had the added attraction of spirited playing by Eardisland Village Band, whilst the church 
interior was enhanced by a series of stunning floral arrangements created by the ladies of 
the Eardisland Flower Guild, so our thanks to them as well. 

Accurate, readily visible signs are always essential and this year  the signs 
needed substantial renovation or replacement after ten years of continuous use.  The cost 
was covered by a generous anonymous donation as were the catering costs, and other 
incidentals such as posters and other publicity.  To all these generous people grateful 
thanks are due. 

The bottom line was that the weekend produced a much needed £1200 for our 
church funds.  Everyone involved came up trumps as always, but unfortunately the one 
factor we can’t control let us down:  the weather.  Saturday was very wet and windy, 
Sunday managed to produce some reasonably pleasant interludes.  However, we must 
count ourselves fortunate, as both Dilwyn and Kington had to cancel major events 
completely so in the circumstances we achieved a very creditable result.   Thank you 
everyone once again. 

Eardisland PCC 
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Eardisland Riverside 

Open Gardens 

 

Sunday 26
th

 & Monday 

27
th

 August  

11am-5pm 

 

‘River of Coins’ in the Church  

Teas from 2.30     

Plant Stall 

Duck Races at 2pm on Sunday     

 

(Tickets £5 on the day from 

Arrow Lawn Garden) 

 

In aid of St Mary’s Church 
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BBQ at HARDWICK HOUSE  

(Directions Signposted on the Day) 

 

SAT 4th AUGUST 2012 6.30-10 pm 

 

Adults £12 Under 16s £7 

Under 5s free 

 

Includes Main Course & Pudding 

(Vegetarian Options) 

Licensed Bar 

Grand Draw 

Fireworks 

 

Tickets in aid of St Mary’s Church 

from:- 

Shop 01544 388984 

Tea Rooms 01544 388226 

P & D Brown 01544 388389 

D. Cope 01544 388317 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
At the time of writing these notes, it seems that summer has not begun and the 
garden is well behind in both growth and colour, but nature has a remarkable 
way of surprising us, so we are optimistic that August will see a turn-around in 
the weather and we will soon be basking in sunshine. As far as the E Team is 
concerned we were fortunate to enjoy favourable conditions earlier in the year 
and managed some village maintenance as early as February, which saw us 
ahead of our game plan. However, it seems that for the last couple of months 
Thursday mornings, our normal ‘working’ time, have seen nothing but rain - we 
have taken some real soakings. Since we last reported, a couple of new events 
have taken place under the ‘In Bloom’ banner, the Plant & Seed Swop, followed 
by the two educational Bee Mornings and we’re delighted to announce that both 
were big successes. We would like to thank both Annie and Keith Mitchell for 
hosting the former at their home in June. Keith was a superb ‘teacher’ whilst 
Annie made delightful refreshments. They went to a great deal of time and effort 
and it was good to see this reflected in the numbers who supported it, 
particularly the large number of enthusiastic children. 
 
Plant Swop  
It was really pleasing to see such a good turnout for our first PLANT SWOP, held 
in the village hall on 19

th
 May. One or two of us were concerned that we would 

either have too little to swop or sell, or that nobody would come. We were so 
wrong on both counts and remarkably we ran out of table space to display 
everything available. The public started to come through the doors at 10am and 
although it was quieter in the second hour we saw a very healthy turnout and 
most importantly it was enjoyed by all who were there. Thank you to all who 
attended and to Barbara Pilcher and Margaret Milchard for helping with 
refreshments, which raised a profit of £42. This sum was donated in full to ECHO, 
a local charity which helps people with learning disabilities and mental health 
issues cope with outdoor life, teaching them gardening skills amongst others. 
Eardisland in Bloom gratefully received numerous donated plants, which the E 
Team has been busy planting up around the village over the last few weeks, thus 
reducing our expenditure costs. It is now our intention to make the Plant Swop / 
Sale an annual event, to be held each May.  
 
Sunflower Competition 
Once again this annual competition has seen a healthy number of entries, but we 
believe the unfavourable weather conditions will be a real challenge to all. Pete 
Dedman has kindly agreed once again to be our ‘Man with the Measure’ and so if 
you are one of those who entered, be prepared to see him and an able assistant 
knocking on your door during the second week in August.  
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Heart of England in Bloom, Judging Day 
We have been informed that the judges will once again be visiting Eardisland to 
judge our 2012 entry on Thursday 26

th
 July. An interesting and varied itinerary 

has been put together culminating in free light refreshments at the village hall at 
around 11.40am. We are inviting EVERYONE in the parish to attend and make it a 
real community event, so we hope as many of you as possible will take the 
opportunity to come along and show your support. Obviously the days leading up 
to judging day will be busy ones for the E Team, with last minute weeding, 
watering?! and litter clearing. If anyone would like to offer some help then please 
approach any one of us, as it will be very much appreciated. Properties fronting 
on to the main village streets have a particularly important role to play and we 
would kindly appeal to those with overgrown hedges to cut them back, thus 
giving a favourable impression and more importantly, making the footpaths safe 
to walk. 

The last two years Eardisland in Bloom has received a gold award and 
we are particularly keen to make this three in a row. The result of this year’s 
entry will be announced on Friday 14

th
 September @ 7.30pm in the White Swan 

public house, with the venue alternating with Cross Inn public house in 2013.  We 
hope to see a good number of you there!  

Phil Milchard, Chris Waston, Eric Pilcher, for Eardisland in Bloom 

 
BEE OPEN MORNINGS AT ARROW LEA, EARDISLAND 
 
(Thursday 21 June and Saturday 23 June) 
 
Even though I regard myself, with 
two years’ experience, as a novice 
beekeeper I was happy to make my 
hive available to interested adults 
and children from the village. This 
has been an extremely difficult 
winter for beekeepers as the 
continued wet weather has slowed 
flower production and reduced the 
number of opportunities for the 
worker bees to forage and to collect 
nectar and pollen. I had advertised 
the two sessions in early April but 
had not envisaged that all my bees 
would starve to death in early May 
in spite of my efforts to feed them! 

Fortunately in the three weeks 
leading up to the advertised 
sessions I was able to collect and 
house two separate new swarms 
ready for initial inspections. I had 
received support for the sessions 
through Hereford Beekeepers 
Association (HBKA) and a number of 
generous ladies who baked and 
served refreshments. 
What was on offer? 

 An introductory session of 
information in the form of a talk 
enhanced by an illustrated display 
of equipment and photos set up in 
the barn. Some visitors ‘dressed 
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up’ in protective suits while others 
enjoyed the impact of lit smokers – 
the beekeeper’s friend when 
working with live bees. 

 An observation hive lent by 
HBKA set up in the woodshed that 
allowed us all to observe a colony 
of bees at first hand and see 
frames with pollen stores and 
honey. 

 The two ‘Mitchell hives’ close up 
and the chance to see active bees 
on frames in the brood box. 

 Worksheets for completion and 
‘bee hotels’ for a number of 
children. 

 Refreshments of coffee, tea and 
scones and samples of a local 
honey. 

What was achieved? 

 Two extremely successful events 
in spite of this variable summer 
weather. 

 16 children and 22 adults had an 
insight into bees and beekeeping 

 Watching a part of the 
community coming together and 
having a fun time with lots of 
laughter and conversation. Some 
even suggesting we repeat it next 
year? 

 £40 raised for St Michael’s 
Hospice through ‘donations’ for 
refreshments. 

 

Keith Mitchell – anxious beekeeper 
 
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT THIS SUMMER 
 
The next two Hospice organised 
events on the calendar are the Fete 
on 18

th
 August and Venus 

Challenge, the women only 10k 
midnight walk on 14

th
 September.  

The fete runs from 1pm ‘til 4pm and 
is being held in the grounds of St 
Michael’s Hospice. There will be 
vintage tractors, a bouncy castle, 
go-karts, Morris Men, face painting, 
hook-a-duck, cake stalls and lots 
more.  Online entries for Venus 
Challenge are now open and for the 
first time girls over the age of 12 

can take part too.  Visit 
bit.ly/Venus12 for more 
information. 

Every single penny you 
donate to the Hospice stays in 
Herefordshire directly for the 
benefit of local people. It doesn’t 
get added to a national pot which is 
spent around the UK; it helps the 
Hospice provide specialist services 
to patients, their families and 
friends at one of their greatest 
times of need. Thank you for your 
continued support. 
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Eardisland Village Show 
 

2012 
 

at 
 

The Village Hall 
Saturday 1st September 

2.00 – 4.30 pm 
 

Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm 
 

Entry open to all 
Grand Raffle 

 
 

from 2p.m. 
 
 

£1 admission charge for adults 
 

Children free 
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Section  A. COOKERY 
 
1 A Ginger Cake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A Sponge Cake (entry for men only) 
3 A jar of Plum Jam (any variety) 
4     A cooked Pizza (dinner plate size) 
5 A  jar of Chutney 
6 3  Cookies 
 
Section  B. WINE 
 
7 A  bottle of  home made red wine. 
8 A  bottle of home made white wine. 
9 A flavoured gin. 
10 A non alcoholic drink 
 
Section C.  FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base 18”x18” unless otherwise stated 
 
11 A Petite 9” x 9” x 9” 
12 An arrangement in an item of footwear. 
13 An all green arrangement 
14 A hat or cap decorated with fresh flowers. 
15 An Autumn arrangement. 
16 An exhibit depicting “National Pride” in red, white & blue using both 
fresh and artificial material. 
 
 
Section D. HANDICRAFT 
 
17 A hand made card for Diamond (60th) Wedding Anniversary. 
18 A hand knitted toy. 
19 A piece of handicraft. 
20 A tapestry item. 
 
(Handicraft continued) 
 
 
21 A quilted item.  
22 A cushion cover. 
23 A shopping bag from recycled materials.(specify materials used) 
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Section E. HORTICULTURE 
 
24         Megan Lloyd Trophy- A yellow rose. (not a tight bud please)  
25 3 dahlias. 
26 A display of garden vegetables in a 12”x12” space. 
             (check size & no tomatoes to be included) 
27 3 roses. 
28 A cactus. 
29 3 Potatoes. 
30 3 stems only of different garden flowers 
 
Section F. PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7”x5” mounted.  Please put your name and the class number on the 
back 
 
31 A winter landscape. 
32 My favourite season. 
33 Reflections & shadows. 
34 Textures and patterns. 
35 On the farm. 
 
Section G. ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are acceptable 
36 A garden (any medium)  
37 A drawing of wildlife. (any medium) 
38 An Abstract in oil or acrylics. 
39 A Water colour – a street scene. 
40 A 3 dimensional work less than 3 feet in any direction. 
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Section H. Creative Writing 
 
Your entries should be placed  with the completed entry form stating your name 
and address plus  fees,  in a sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – Creative Writing’.  
Please do not write your name on the entry itself.   The envelopes should be  
handed in before  Monday 20th August. 
(Please use another form for your entries in other categories.) 
41 A limerick.  
42 An Invitation. 
43 A poem – “Thoughts on Old Age”. 
44     A story about a Nightmare. 
 
Section J. Children 
 
Children of 11 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please put 
your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by the 
judges 
 
Children under 5 years 
 
45 A garden in a shoe box lid. (lined with cling film)  
46 A potato face. 
47 A ‘Play Dough’ creature. 
 
Children under 11 years 
 
48 A collage of the Olympics 
49           A totem pole 
50 A painting of an alien. 
 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.OO pm on Friday 24

th
 August  with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 20
th

 August. 
 
Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
 
Entries cost 30p per item for adults.   Children may enter  free of charge.   Please 
place your entries and fees in an envelope marked ’SHOW’ and hand in to one of 
the addresses shown on the Entry Form. 
 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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HOW TO ENTER THE EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
Please complete and return this entry form with the fees in a sealed envelope 
marked ‘SHOW’ to any of the Eardisland addresses below. 
Graham Simpson, Meadow Edge  The Tea Rooms 
Gill Richards, The Bungalow          Dian Cope, Downome 
Pat Roche, 5 Green Elms                      Mavis Tantrum, Black Barns 
Enquiries:  Dian Cope  01544 388317 
 
Entries should be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 1st September between 
9.00am and 10.45am. Creative Writing should be handed in by Monday 20th 
August. Judging will take place during the morning and the Hall will be open to 
the public from 2.00 pm. Prize giving and raffle draw will take place at 4.pm. Prize 
money will be paid out after the announcements.  
Any prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show Funds 
Please retain your schedule marked with the items you have entered. 
 
Recipe – GINGER CAKE 
 
225g/8oz self raising flour   1 tspn. bicarbonate of soda 
1 tbsp. ground ginger   1 tspn. ground cinnamon 
1 tspn. ground mixed spice 
115g /4oz butter, cut into cubes, plus extra for greasing 
115g/4oz dark muscovado sugar    115g/4oz black treacle 
115g/4oz golden syrup   250ml/9fl.oz whole milk 
85g/3oz drained stem ginger, finely grated   1 egg 
 
1.Preheat oven fan 160°c/conv.180c°/gas 4. Butter & line a 7” square tin with 
parchment or greaseproof paper. 
2. Put flour, bicarb. & spices into mixing bowl. Add the butter & rub into the flour 
until like breadcrumbs. 
3. Put sugar, treacle, syrup & milk in a med. saucepan & heat gently stirring until 
the sugar has  dissolved. Turn up heat & bring just below boiling point. 
4. Add the stem ginger to the flour mixture then pour in the treacle mixture, 
stirring with a wooden spoon. Break in the egg & beat until all combined. Pour 
this into the prepared tin & bake for 50mins.-1hr. Test with a skewer. Leave to 
cool completely before turning out. 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 2012 
 

ENTRY FORM 
 
Please circle numbers of classes you wish to enter 
Each entry costs 30p for adults, children  free 
Place your entry and cash in a sealed envelope marked ‘SHOW’ 
Take your envelope to one of the addresses shown on page 27 
Entries should be in by Friday 24

th
 August 

 
COOKERY  A1 A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 
 
WINE   B7 B8 B9 B10 
 
FLORAL ART  C11 C12 C13 C14 C15 C16 
 
HANDICRAFT  D17 D18 D19 D20 D21 D22   D23 
 
HORTICULTURE  E24 E25 E26 E27 E28 E29    E30 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY  F31 F32 F33 F34 F35 
 
ART   G36 G37 G38 G39 G40 
 
WRITING  H41 H42 H43 H44  see schedule notes  
 
CHILDREN  J45 J46 J47 J48 J49 J50 
 
FULL NAME................................................................................................................ 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER ............................................................. 
 
AGE IF 11YRS AND UNDER....................................................... 
 
RULES OF THE SHOW 
 
One entry per class and exhibits must be your own work 
Judges’ decisions are final 
 
Money not claimed by 5pm on the Show day will be returned to funds 
 
 



29 
 
 



30 
 

EARDISLAND CHILDREN’S ALLOTMENT 
 
The allotment activities moved to the other end of the village this month when 
we went to Keith and Annie Mitchell's house and garden, and had a look at their 
bees. We were shown how Keith looked after the bees and what tools and 
equipment a beekeeper uses, and also learnt how important bees are as they 
help pollinate all our fruit and crops. We got carefully to look in the hives and 
saw Keith's bees drinking sugar solution. 

A big thanks to Keith and Annie for having us and letting us run round 
their garden. 

Despite the weather and a rogue rabbit there are still some plants 
managing to grow on the allotment. Lettuce, tomato and pumpkin plants are all 
coming on well, and we’ll soon be harvesting our potatoes. 

The annual nationwide Big Butterfly count takes place between the14
th

 
July and the 5

th
 of August, see http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/ for more 

details, so we’ll be hoping for a sunny morning when we next meet up so we can 
all take part. 

Weather permitting, all children with parents / grandparents in tow are 
welcome at the allotment on Saturday 21st July at 10am, and also from 10am on 
Thursday 26

th
 July when the In Bloom judges will be visiting the allotment. 

 
Ben Woodcock 

 
Eardisland Bowling Club 
 
The dreadful weather has certainly been against us, with heavy rain resulting in 
the club having four home matches postponed in June alone, with just the one 
match against Bromyard surviving, resulting in a comfortable home victory. With 
an already congested fixture list the chances of rearranging matches is slim and 
every match cancelled results in a loss of income, particularly from bar takings, 
which a small club such as ours can hardly afford.  
The club recently held an Open Day for any person, young or old, to come along 
and give the game a try. The session was successful and was enjoyed by a dozen 
or more and a similar day is now planned for closing day, Sunday 16

th
 September 

16
th

 @ 2pm, when, as ever, delicious barbecued food will be available to buy. The 
only proviso to trying the game is the requirement to wear flat soled shoes on 
the green. 
We expect to hear the result of our application for a Sport England grant award 
around the time you receive your copy of this magazine and we will of course 
report fully in the September edition. 

Phil Milchard 
 

http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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EARDISLANDIANA 
 
An alphabetical compilation of events and circumstances of historical interest. 
Alphabet II  Part (iii). 
 
M.......Militia Acts of 1662 and 1663: 
            In Eardisland (parish) the land of 26 persons was assessed. The resulting 
valuations ranged from £140-0-0

d 
, Henry Hyett Esq., to £3-0-0

d
, William Nicholls. 

 
N.......Nonehouse in Ereslon: 
          .......was leased by the Prioress of Limebrook at the end of October 1520 to 
Roger Whitehouse, Margaret his wife and William their son, aged six. They paid a 
half-yearly rent of forty shillings. Nonehouse is today represented by Nun House 
Farm. Limebrook Priory was about six miles away to the north by a little west, 
near Lingen. The nuns of Limebrook were of the Augustinian Order, the Black 
Nuns. 
 
O.......Oxen: 
           In 1606 oxen were still being used in Eardisland to pull farm carts etc. In a 
feoffment of 6

th
 June 1606 is the wording: which said land excepted must be 

sufficient for a wain with oxen and people to carry and carriage from the king’s 
highway... 
 
P.......Roger le Parker: 
          .......was one of the twelve Jurors at the first recorded manorial Court at 
Burton. This Great Court was held there on the Feast Day of Saint Simon and 
Saint Jude (25

th
 October) 1331. There are numerous references to this family 

name in the parish over the centuries extending well into modern times.  
 
Q.......The Quick family: 
       .......The Land Tax Assessment of 1817 records that Thos.Quick Esq held land 
or premises in Eardisland which was occupied by Rich

d
 Yeomans. The tax was 

assessed at the rate of four shillings in the pound of the established valuation of 
the holding. Thomas Quick was listed as being liable to pay 8 shillings but the 
amount is not extended into the Redeemed column of the record. When the 
document was drawn up he had not paid what was due. He was by no means the 
only person not to do so. The total sum assessed for the Parish was £186-9-4

d 
. 

The document lists a total of only £58-7-7
d 

as having been paid. Of this over half 
was paid by three major landowners, each of whom paid the full amount due. 

 
George Alderson 
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 A MYSTERY SOLVED 
 

Talking some years ago to the late Leslie Evans, he said he 
recalled an eminent First World War cartoonist, Bruce 
Bairnsfather, making regular visits to a family in a 
property in Eardisland on a regular basis. This was Glan 
Arrow, a house in which Leslie’s wife worked at the time. 
The assumption was that there may have been a relative 
of Bairnsfather living there but it was not known who this 
might be. I happened recently to come across a book 
published in the 1930s entitled ‘50 Great Stories about 
the First World War’. One of these was written by 
Bairnsfather. This aroused my interest once again.   

Bruce Bairnsfather has been described as the 
best known of Britain's Great War artists. General Sir Ian 

Hamilton called him “The man who made the world laugh in its darkest hour.” An 
electrical engineer by profession, on the outbreak of war in 1914 he joined the 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment and served on the Western Front until being 
wounded in the Second Battle of Ypres in April 1915. He experienced and drew 
the strange Christmas truce of 1914 and later wrote about it in his 
autobiographical account entitled ‘Bullets & Billets'. Bairnsfather’s ‘Fragments 
from France’ cartoons appeared weekly in ‘The Bystander’ magazine from 1915. 
His principal character was a soldier known as 'Old Bill', who was so popular that 
he became immortalised on pottery, postcards, playing cards, in books, plays and 
films.  Bairnsfather’s most famous cartoon showed Old Bill in a shell-hole with 
another Tommy, with bullets and shells exploding around them, Bill telling his pal 
“If you knows of a better ‘ole, go to it.” There are many detailed accounts of 
Bairnsfather’s military exploits at this time. He became attached to the 
Intelligence Department in 1916, and spent time with the French army at Verdun, 
using his skills as an artist and cartoonist to raise morale among the troops. He 
also drew for the Italians and later the Americans, when they entered the war.  
 
The exact reason why Bairnsfather visited Eardisland was not certain, until 
further research led to a website devoted to him. 
(http://www.brucebairnsfather.org.uk/). 
 
I contacted Mark Warby who was able to answer the question. He duly provided 
some very interesting information. Mr Warby explained that Bairnsfather would 
indeed have visited Eardisland “since  GlanArrow was the home of his maternal 
aunt, Ellen Vere Artindale (1859-1951) who lived there with her husband, Edward 
James Artindale (1850-1934), who it is thought was  a solicitor. The Artindales 
lived at Glan Arrow from around the early 1920’s. They were certainly there in 

http://www.brucebairnsfather.org.uk/
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1924. From (I think) around the late 
1940’s it was also a ‘temporary’ home to 
Capt. Bairnsfather’s widowed mother, 
Amelia Jane Eliza Bairnsfather (1860-
1958), who went to live with her widowed 
sister. Mrs Bairnsfather was certainly 
living at the property when her sister died 
there on 7 December 1951 aged 92. Ellen 
Vere Artindale is buried in the churchyard 
at Eardisland, as is her husband.”  
 
In 1994 the oral history group 
interviewed Nancy Price. Her father once 
ran the shop Bridge Stores on the river 
bank, played the organ in the church and 
organised Cocoa Concerts to raise funds 
for children who came to school without 
having had breakfast. In the course of the 
interview she mentioned that her 
grandfather had worked as a coachman at 

Glan Arrow.  She referred to him becoming chauffeur for Mr & Mrs Artindale, 
where he drove the family Daimler, often taking them to Buxton where they 
seemed to spend long periods of time.  

Mark Warby’s own detailed research showed that Bruce Bairnsfather’s 
father died in Sussex at the end of 1944, and probably a year or two after this his 
mother went to live with her sister. “At this time Bruce was living at Northchapel 
in Sussex, and he would no doubt have made visits to GlanArrow to see his 
mother, who was then in her late 80’s. After the death of her sister in December 
1951 Mrs Bairnsfather stayed on at GlanArrow for a short time, but eventually 
went into a nursing home in Surrey, where she died in December 1958 aged 98. 
GlanArrow had certainly been sold by the Artindale family in mid-late 1950’s. The 
Artindale’s had two daughters – Ellen Muriel (1884-1975) who died unmarried, 
and Charlotte Mabel (1887-1952) who married William Charles Rocke (1867-
1945), Rector of Clungunford, in 1906.”  
 
Mark Warby has also found that Bruce Bairnsfather had strong links with other 
parts of Herefordshire. “He was born in India, but was brought home to England 
at the age of 8 in 1895. His parents returned to India (his father was in the Indian 
Staff Corps) but for the next two years Bruce was left in the care of a maternal 
aunt (another of his mother’s sisters), Harriott Anne Atkinson and her husband, 
the Rev. John Todd Atkinson – who was rector of the village of Thornbury, near 
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Bromyard. His time at Thornbury left the young boy with a love of the English 
countryside which would remain with him for the rest of his life.” 
  
It is interesting to learn that in 1951, Bruce Bairnsfather came to live in the village 
of Colwall, near Malvern, where he made his home until 1954. “By this time 
Bruce was spending much of his time painting landscapes, and the scenery 
around Herefordshire, which he had first enjoyed as a boy in the 1890’s.” Mr 
Warby was invited by the Colwall Village Society to unveil a plaque 
commemorating Bairnsfather’s link with that village, in September 2011. This is 
to be seen on the wall of the local Royal British Legion Club.  

Bruce Bairnsfather died in Worcester in 1959, aged 72. At the time his 
studio was crammed full with his landscape paintings, among them his 
impression of Eardisland’s Staick House and other local scenes. 

Mr Warby wonders if any one has any recollections of Bruce 
Bairnsfather, or access to any old local newspapers in which there may have been 
an obituary to Ellen Vere Artindale, or a report of her funeral in December 1951. 
If anyone has such information he would very much like to have a copy, in case it 
makes any mention of Bruce Bairnsfather or his mother and provides further 
information to add to his story. (He can be contacted at 
mark@brucebairnsfather.org.uk) 

The experience which Bruce Bairnsfather had in the trenches was a 
dramatic one, which he both described and drew. The story which reminded me 
of this artist and cartoonist of such eminence and his Eardisland connection is 
briefly described below: 
 
Christmas in the Trenches by Bruce Bairnsfather 
 
“It was nearing Christmas day, and we knew it would fall to our lot to be back in 
the trenches again on 23

rd
 December, and that we would in consequence, spend 

our Christmas there....looking back I wouldn’t have missed that unique and weird 
Christmas Day for anything..” 

He describes how he was in his trench when one of the men said “You 
can hear ‘em quite plain sir.” “Hear what?” he enquired. “The Germans over 
there, sir; you can hear ‘em singing and playing on a band or something.” 
Bairnsfather described how he listened and heard the singing. He and a colleague 
stumbled over the frosted ditch and got close to the German lines and heard an 
improvised band playing Deutschland Deutschland uber Alles. As it finished a 
British soldier played some ragtime songs on his harmonica. A German voice 
called out “Come over here”. A British sergeant called out “You come over here.” 
The sergeant agreed to visit the German trench and returned later with cigars 
and cigarettes. All this was nothing to what happened the following morning. 
Christmas day turned out to be a beautiful cloudless day. He said he felt “an 
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indescribable something in the 
air. It was the sort of day for 
peace to be declared”. As the 
day went on Germans soldiers 
appeared standing above the 
trenches. Half a dozen 
Tommies also stood up and 
made their way to the 
Germans. He explains how he 
joined the throng. He says this 
was his first real sight of them 
at close quarters. Here they 
were,  “the actual, the practical 
soldiers of the German army. 
There was not an atom of hate 
on either side that day.” He 
says it was just like the interval 
in a friendly boxing match. 
Everyone was talking and 
laughing and souvenir hunting.  
He says, “I spotted a German 
officer and intimated that I had 
taken a fancy to some of his  

( Strange meeting: Christmas 1914)  
 
buttons. We agreed to do a swap. I brought my wire cutters and with a few deft 
snips removed a couple and put them in my pocket. I gave him two of mine in 
exchange.” Suddenly one of the Germans ran back to his trench and reappeared 
with a camera. Bainsfather says “I posed in a mixed group for several 
photographs.”  Slowly the meeting began to disperse; he says there was a feeling 
that the authorities on both sides were not very enthusiastic about this 
fraternising which seemed to creep across the gathering. They all parted but 
there was a distinct and friendly understanding that Christmas Day would be left 
to finish in tranquillity.  Bairnsfather says the last he saw of this strange affair was 
a vision of one of his machine gunners cutting the unnaturally long hair of a 
docile German soldier “who was patiently kneeling on the ground whilst the 
automatic clippers crept up the back of his neck.” 
 
The cartoons: Copyright 2012 Barbara Bruce Bairnsfather.  

Paul Selfe 
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WEATHER NOTES 
 

First of all there were two misprints in the last set of 
‘notes’. Great Wakering in Essex was mentioned as the 
driest place in Britain with an average rainfall of only 
487mm - 19.2 inches. The decimal point was omitted which 
suggested that the driest place in Britain has 192 inches of 
rain in a year which would have made it the wettest! The 
wettest place was Styhead in the Lake District with 

4,390mm. The equivalent to this was given as 173cm (!). It should, of course, 
have been 173 inches. (Ok. My fault. Hands up. Ed) 
 I must apologise to several people whom I misinformed that June was 
the wettest month I had ever recorded. I had forgotten June 2007 which was 
even wetter (212∙2mm) compared with June this year (178∙1mm). Mea culpa. My 
thanks to the editor for searching out the correct figure for 2007. These two high 
rainfall figures for June are especially remarkable as it is frequently the driest 
months of the year. 
 It will come as no surprise to anyone that since the beginning of April, 
apart from a warm sunny spell in late May it has been exceptionally wet. As 
recorded in the last weather notes April had 131∙4mm. This was followed by May 
with 60∙5mm (2∙4 inches), this is above the norm and as already mentioned June 
had 178∙1 (7 inches). Writing this on 11

th
 July I can add that up until 8.00am this 

morning the month has already had 62∙2mm (2∙5 inches) more than normal for 
the whole month. In spite of this there have been few remarkably heavy falls, it 
has just rained day after day. The only notable fall that I recorded was on the 
evening of 28

th
 June when 32mm fell in about 1½ hours. 

 I mentioned in the last issue that a weather station near Margate in Kent 
recorded a rainfall of only 236mm (9∙3 inches) for the whole year in 1921. I 
should also have mentioned that Sprinkling Tarn in the Lake District had 
6,520mm (257 inches) of rain in 1954! The longest total drought was in 1893 
when no rain at all fell in East London between 4

th
 March and 15

th
 May. With 

regard to the rainfall figures I again emphasise that someone, or at least an 
automatic rain-gauge is needed to record the level. There must be many spots on 
Britain’s mountains with a higher rainfall than given above. For example there 
used to be a weather station on top of Ben Nevis. This was abandoned in about 
1890. The remains of the buildings can still be seen, or at least they were still 
there when I was last on the summit - alas many years ago! 
 In spite of the rain, this year has not so far been as bad as 1879, the year 
which Professor Gordon Manley worked out as the wettest and coldest summer 
ever reliably recorded. It is of this summer (when his brother died) that Tennyson 
wrote during the night of 30

th
 June 1879: 
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   Midnight and joyless June gone by, 
   And from the deluged park 
   The cuckoo of a worse July 
   Is calling thro’ the dark. 
 
Let’s hope 2012 is better than that. 

Peter Glenn 
 

 

27th Annual 
EXHIBITION & SALE OF ART 

By Local Artists 
 

Plus Artist in Residence, Marina Strangward 
 

Hopelands, Weobley Village Hall 

Saturday 25 – Monday 27 August 
10.00 am – 5.00 pm daily 

 
Refreshments               Light Lunches 

Entrance £2.00 
 

In aid of the Friends of Weobley Parish Church 
 
 

 
YOUR TV 
 
By now your TV will be digital. From time to time you may get a message asking 
you to retune - this is because new channels are added and others may change 
frequency. Most TVs (or boxes) work roughly in the same way. Press ‘Menu’ and 
follow the instructions. Ask a knowledgeable neighbour if you are not sure. There 
are villains around who will offer this service for a fee. Don’t even think about it! 
It is easy and should not cost a penny. 

Ed.  
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REMEMBER THE PERSON 
 
You may have seen in the media that 20 – 26 May was 
Dementia Awareness Week™. The theme - ‘Remember the person’ – encourages 
us to look beyond the dementia diagnosis to the person, their experiences and 
their feelings. 

Alzheimer’s Society research shows that over 6,000 people in 
Herefordshire have a form of dementia, and we all know friends or family who 
are affected.  The growing prevalence of the disease makes access to local 
support more important than ever, and – thanks to the generosity of the public – 
Alzheimer’s Society in Herefordshire has expanded its services dramatically since 
last year’s Dementia Awareness Week.   

When people have been diagnosed with dementia they, and their 
carers, often feel isolated. We know that the support of people going through the 
same experiences is invaluable, and our ‘Memory cafés’ and ‘Singing for the 
Brain’ groups provide just that.  Friendships are forged, experiences shared, and 
information and advice provided, in an understanding and welcoming 
environment. 

We hold monthly cafés in Hereford, Leominster and Ross on Wye, 
meeting for a light meal, and sharing information and advice on issues 
surrounding living with dementia. A café regular says:  “It was lovely to see my 
husband with a smile on his face.  And I picked up lots of tips about helping him”.  

Singing for the Brain, described by a carer as “a friendly group with 
humour and purpose”, takes place fortnightly in both Hereford and Leominster.  
We gather for a cuppa and a stimulating, enjoyable session of singing, led by a 
skilled qualified leader.  
  Dementia is not a single illness but a group of symptoms caused by 
damage to the brain, such as loss of memory, mood changes and confusion.  It 
affects everyone in different ways, but you should seek help if you are worried 
about your own, or someone else’s memory.  If you are not sure what to do, one 
of our dementia support workers can meet you to provide help, advice and 
information.   

Alzheimer’s Society champions the rights of people living with dementia 
and the millions of people who care for them.  We know that with the right 
support people can live well with the condition, so we are here to help in 
Herefordshire.  

For more information about our services please contact us: 
 

Tel:  01432 371137 
E-mail: herefordshire@alzheimers.org.uk 
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Sunday 19
th

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 26
th

 August 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 2nd September  

9.30 am Holy  Communion  Eardisland 

                             

 

Sunday 9
th

 September 

9:30 am Matins   Eardisland 

 

 
 

  

 

Sunday 16
th

 September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 22
nd

 September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 30
th

 September 

11.00 am 
Michaelmas 

Benefice Holy Communion with 
Aymestry and Leinthall Earles 

Kingsland 
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
     01544 – 388375 
   Email:  chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk 
 

ADVERTISING 

For all matters relating to advertising in this magazine, please contact: 

 

PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 320364 

Email parishads@btinternet.com 

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
PHIL MILCHARD 

       01544 388097 
Email pmilchard@btinternet.com 

 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

Published by Eardisland Parish Council.  The Parish Council Liaison Officer is James Miller 
jmiller114@btinternet.com  01544-388454.  
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. 
 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format: 
 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk 
 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2012 
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