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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome to the first edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine in 2014, and what 
a start to the year; rain followed by rain, and high winds too. It’s fair to say, 
though, that we have not suffered in the same way that others have along the 
Severn and in the south of the country. If only Peter could give me the stats . . . 
 There is no Neighbourhood Watch report in this edition, but I receive 
regular email reports from the police and there is little to say, except that the 
level of local area crime remains low. Thefts occur mainly from outbuildings and 
isolated oil tanks. There are also a number of ‘scams’, many of which are 
designed to fool the unsuspecting victim to reveal their credit/debit card details, 
and, crucially, the PIN. The key to this is NEVER give your banking details to 
anyone other than people whose details you know and trust. Banks and 
government agencies will never ask for your banking details by phone. If in doubt 
about a phone call, get the number, hang-up and seek advice from a friend or 
neighbour, or the police - they are there to help. 
 Finally, I have tried to rationalise the structure of the magazine more 
effectively - all the elements remain, but grouped more logically. Essentially, it’s 
the index and editorial, diary, parish council, parish council related notices, other 
parish notices, church affairs - including the priest’s letter and church services, 
other matter of interest, history, adverts and contacts. There will inevitably be 
exceptions - one of my nightmares is ‘paging’, that is, trying to fill all the pages 
without leaving gaps. Sometimes, something just fits a gap, but not in the usual 
order. I do the best I can, but I don’t always get it right! When I was researching 
material for Peter’s obituary for the last edition, I discovered a rather despairing 
comment in his second editorial, to the effect that the spelling mistakes were not 
because he couldn’t spell, but rather that he couldn’t type. I know how he feels! 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013/2014 
 

Thursday 30
th

 January Share a Link, page 16 

Saturday 1
st

 February Play Equipment, see page 5 

Thursday 27
th

 February Eardisland in Bloom AGM, see page 19 

Tuesday 4
th

 March Soup and Pancake Lunch, see page 12 

Friday 7
th

 March ‘The Silk Route’, see page 20 

Friday 7
th

 March Friday 21
st

 March 

Sunday 16
th

 March ‘O’ Gauge Guils - see page 12 

Saturday 29th March WI Coffee Morning, VH 

Saturday 12
th

 April Bowling Season starts 

Friday 2
nd

 May Friday 16
th

 May* 

Friday 23
rd

 - Monday 26
th

 May ETA -  French visit to Eardisland 

Friday 4
th

 July Friday 18
th

 July 

Saturday 6
th

 September Village Show, see page 25 

Friday 12
th

 September Friday 26
th

 September 

Saturday 18
th

 October Eardisland Village Band and Friends 

Friday 7
th

 November Friday 21
st

 November 
 
*This date has changed from the last edition. Dates in BOLD are copy dates for the 
Eardisland Parish Magazine, the corresponding date on the right is the probable 
distribution date. Please note that the distribution dates depend on a number of variables 
and are not guaranteed. If you wish to arrange an event, please allow plenty of time to 
make villagers aware through the magazine - advance information is always welcome. 
 The Village Diary will be updated as I receive more dates. Please contact the 
Editor using the contact details on page 44 in this edition, or, for the website, contact Ben 
Woodcock www.eardisland.org.uk  

 
These dates will be incorporated in the Village Diary in the next edition. 
 

Thursday 9
th

 January Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27
th

 February Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27th March Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 24
th

 April Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 22
nd

 May Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 26
th

 June Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 24
th

 July Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 18
th

 September Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 23
rd

 October Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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INTRODUCING THE NEW PARISH CLERK 
 

Hello, my name is Alison Sutton and I took over from Suzanne as Parish Clerk at 
the end of December. I live in Leominster with my husband, having moved here 
from Droitwich nearly 2 years ago. I work from home as a part-time counsellor, 
as well as doing school runs and childcare for my 7 year old grandson, who lives 
with his mother in Ludlow.  
 In December 2012 I retired from nursing after 38 years and started 
looking round for something else to do. I have previously undertaken event and 
office administration for national and international nursing organisations as well 
as a not-for-profit organisation working in Eastern Europe, so being a parish clerk 
seemed an interesting role to take on, especially as I can work from home round 
the grandparent duties!  
 When I am not working, I enjoy caravanning – particularly to 
Pembrokeshire where I can body-board surf! – reading, gardening and computer 
work. I look forward to meeting many of you at Parish Council meetings or village 
events and to finding out more about this lovely village. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT - JANUARY 2014 

 
The Parish Council has now adopted the Community Led Plan produced in 2013. 
The Parish Council would like to express very grateful thanks to all concerned in 
producing the report. An action plan to take forward the CLP has been agreed at 
the January Parish Council Meeting. Councillors have taken the lead for sections 
of the CLP as follows:- 
Roads, road safety, speeding and traffic calming:  Cllr Miller  
Hedges, ditches, drains & verges:    Cllr  Weir  
Flooding:       Cllr Hanson 
Footpaths, recreation ground, other facilities and children 
and young people:     Cllr Milchard  
Environment and signage:     Cllr Thomas 
       Cllr Cross 
Business, enterprise and local economy, 
Village Hall and leisure and tourism:   Cllr Sheffield 
Housing and development will be moved forward by the Neighbourhood Plan 
committee.  
 The next step in parish development is to undertake a Neighbourhood 
Plan and the Parish Council will be looking for volunteers to participate in a 
committee for this. The application to confirm the Neighbourhood Plan boundary 
has been sent and some yellow signs are up in the parish for the 6 week 
consultation period on the boundary. 
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 The Parish Council is holding two meetings on Saturday 1
st

 February with 
young people in the parish and then with residents. The meetings will consider 
what play equipment might be provided as part of the CLP. Please see the article 
below for details and come along to share your views. 
 A protocol for reporting pot holes to increase the chance of quick repair 
has been passed to the Council. This encourages residents to report pot holes by 
email with photos and further emails from other residents and the Parish Council 
are also sent to bombard the highways department. Please see the parish 
website for further details.  
 In December 2013 the Parish Council said farewell to Suzanne Wenczek 
as she resigned as Parish Clerk. The new clerk, Alison Sutton, took up the post at 
the end of December. Her contact details are as follows: address 7 John Davies 
Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD; phone 07789 322771; 
Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com  
 
EARDISLAND  COMMUNITY LED PLAN 

 
The final, printed plan was received by the Parish Council at the November Parish 
Council meeting.  A full PDF version is available on the Parish Website: 
www.eardisland.org.uk  
 We did not have the funds to print lots of copies but if you would like to 
read the plan and do not have access to a computer then copies will be available 
to read in the Tea Rooms and the Dovecote. 
 Parish Councillors will take ownership of sections of the plan with the 
aim of developing priorities and implementation plans, members of the parish 
are invited to join in work groups to achieve this.  
 Should you wish to join a group then please give your details to the 
Parish Clerk or any Councillor. 
 We will in due course hold a public meeting to give parishioners the 
opportunity to have input into selecting the priorities. 
 Your comments on the CLP would be welcome. 

 
CHILDREN’S PLAY EQUIPMENT – OPEN MEETING 
 
As part of the on-going process to implement the Community Led Plan, the Parish 
Council is seeking ideas for possible new play equipment for the recreation 
ground. Several companies have been for approached their views, but the first 
stage will be to listen to what the youngsters in the parish would like to see in 
place. With this in mind there will be an open meeting for all Eardisland children, 
who are encouraged to bring along a parent or guardian, to the Village Hall on 
Saturday 1

st
 February @ 10am. A representative from a play company will be 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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present to give some suggestions and answer questions. Any new equipment, 
which would be sited on the far side of the recreation ground, away from houses, 
will be intended for use by children too old to use the current facilities.  
 This project has a large cost implementation and the support of at least 
one grant will be required before any work can be started, so there can be no 
promises, but we are hopeful.  
 
Saturday 1

st
 February at 11.15am. 

   
The council would also like to hear from any parishioner who may have concerns 
about this project, particularly those living nearby and would welcome them to 
air their views at a follow-on meeting in the Village Hall. 

Phil Milchard 
 on behalf of Eardisland Parish Council 

 
PETER GLENN - an afternote 
 
Peter was interred at the Humber Woodland of Remembrance on Thursday 5

th
 

December 2013. Whilst he wished for no form of ceremony, it seemed 
appropriate to mark his departure. To this end a group of around 30 villagers met 
outside Peter’s house to raise a toast to Peter and his life, and afterwards at 
Arrow Bank. Eardisland Community Shop generously provided wine. 
 Subsequent to the last edition of the magazine, I have had telephone 
contact with an ex-colleague of Peter’s from his days at the Victoria and Albert 
museum in London, and their ‘grapevine’ has spread the news. I have also 
received a letter from a relative in New Zealand which will be posted in the 
village shop. 

Chris Bivand 
 
THE ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 2OI3: COMPILED BY BARRY FREEMAN 
 
THE RETURN OF THE SEASONS 
 
For the first time for some years we enjoyed a year of clear seasonal variations. 
There was a proper winter with snow, frost and floods on 16

th
 January and 13

th
 

February, fortunately not as severe as they can be. Spring gave us trees laden 
with blossom, followed by a summer we could all enjoy and an autumn of bounty 
and spectacular colours. It seems a long time since we had such a year and a 
far cry from the seemingly incessant rain of 2012. 
 Here in Eardisland, as the list of events below clearly shows, we had an 
active and productive year once again, with intrepid volunteers raising thousands 
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of pounds not only for our local benefit but also for organisations and charities 
outside the parish. 
 
THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2013 
 
Every year the list is outstanding for the number and diversity of events and the 
organisations involved. It is made possible only by the number of people who 
willingly co-operate and contribute hundreds of hours of voluntary effort. 
Without them, there would be no events and no annual review. 
 
10 Jan  Burns Night, Burton Court, Twinning Association 
12 Feb   Lunch at Luctonians Club, Hospice Friends Group 
12Mar   "A Different Drum" drama in church, Parochial Church Council 
16 Mar   Coffee Morning for Little Princess Trust, Women’s Institute 
13 Apr    New Bowls clubhouse opening, Bowls club committee 
5 May   In Bloom stall at Ullingswick, In Bloom Group 
18 May   Plant swap/sale, In Bloom Group 
31 May   Ladies Social Evening, Bowls Club Committee 
1 June   Variety Show in Village Hall, Village Hall Committee 
14-17 June  Visit to La Vieille Lyre, Twinning Association 
22-23 June  Open Gardens weekend, Parochial Church Council 
4 July   In Bloom Judging, In Bloom Group 
20 July   Open Garden at Blackbarns, Bowls Club 
3 Aug.   BBQ at Hardwick House, Parochial Church Council 
24 Aug  Disco at Bowls Clubhouse, Bowls Club Committee 
26 Aug  Duck Races event, Village Hall Committee 
4 Sept  Coffee Morning at Tea Room, Hospice Friends Group 
7 Sept  Village Show, Village Show Committee 
13 Sept  In Bloom Results at Cross Inn, In Bloom Group 
14 Sept  Ride and Stride event, Parochial Church Council 
15 Sept  BBQ at Bowls Club, Bowls Club Committee 
2l-22 Sept Flower Festival, Open Gardens Concert, Parochial Church  
  Council 
30 Sept  Festive Evening in Bowls Clubhouse, Bowls club committee 
13 Oct  Harvest Festival and Lunch in church, Parochial Church Council 
26 Oct  Social Evening at Kingsland Twinning Assn. and School PTA 
12 Nov  Coffee morning at Kingsland, Hospice Friends Group 
23 Nov  Village Band Autumn Concert, Village Band Group 
6 Dec  Local Links Discussion Meeting, community members 
6 Dec  Christmas Concert in church, Parochial Church Council 
22 Dec  Candlelit Carol Service, Parochial Church Council 
24-25 Dec Christmas Services, Parochial Church Council 
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PARISH ORGANISATIONS AND SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 
The following bodies all continued their annual contribution to our community 
life and well being. 
 
Parish Council and Footpath Officers 
Village Hall Management Committee 
Village Hall Trust 
Women's Institute 
Church Flower Guild and Cleaners 
Eardisland in Bloom 'E' Team 
Whittington Educational Trust 
Hospice Friends Group 
Archaeology and Local History Group 
Neighbourhood Watch Group 
Parochial Church Council 
Dovecote Trust 
Community Shop Association 
Twinning Association 
Village Band 
Arts Group 
Bowling Club 
Darts, Pool and Quoits Teams 
Parish Magazine 
Community Website 
 
Please let Barry Freeman (01544 388226) know of any inaccuracies or omissions. 
 
THE COMMUNITY 
 
Inevitably each year brings its share of joy and sorrow. We have had weddings, 
christenings and, sadly, funerals which have included people who took an active 
part in community life. The passing of both Derek Wareham and Peter Glenn 
took two widely-valued and respected friends from the heart of our community. 
Their passing was marked by obituaries in the July and November editions of this 
magazine respectively and we shall not forget them as thoroughly likeable 
personalities or for their contributions to community life. 
 A few residents have left our community and they carry our best wishes; 
new residents have arrived and we welcome them. In particular, it has been a 
pleasure to welcome Reverend Julie Read to our group of parishes. Appointed 
originally on a temporary part-time basis early in the year, Julie was 
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licensed as our priest-in-charge in December. Despite the fact that few people 
attend church services on a regular basis today, parish priests still occupy a 
unique role, in rural communities in particular. They are there for all parishioners 
to call on if and when a need arises. Their absence would leave an unfillable gap 
in rural English society. 
 
2013 IN SUMMARY 
 
30 events put on by 8 organisations. Many organisations do not exist to organise 
fund-raising events of course. The second list of 20 organisations shows the full 
range of community activities. 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND 
ANNUAL AUTUMN CONCERT SATURDAY 23

RD
 NOVEMBER 

 
An Appreciation from Barry Freeman 
 
To the many followers of Eardisland Village Band this has now become an eagerly 
anticipated annual treat. Originally the brainchild of Ruth Brinton-Bivand, 
Caroline Marsden and Bob Aldred, the band has gone from strength to strength, 
steadily enlarging their repertoire, increasing their line-up and growing in 
competence and confidence. In the process, they have also introduced us to a 
remarkable range of guest performers. 
 This latest concert continued their upward progress. The band was 
spirited, confident and joyful; and their guests were extremely talented and 
introduced a markedly contrasting but essentially complementary musical 
contribution to the evening's performance. 
 The band played two sets drawn from five centuries of folk music. In 
total we enjoyed twenty foot-tapping, knee-slapping tunes. Three may be singled 
out here as compositions by the band leader, Andy Davies: 'Old Hereford'; 'Bob's 
Banjo' written for band member Bob Aldred, and 'Jolyon's Joy', which was 
written in memory of Jolyon Gill who played such an active role in our 
community until his untimely death in 20Ll. 
 The guest performers were Beth Williams and Pete Fletcher. Beth, 
formerly a student at Hereford Sixth Form College and now in her first term at 
university, enchanted everyone with a selection of standards from the Great 
American Songbook, interspersed with robust renditions of well-known 
blues numbers. Her stage poise and interpretation of songs written up to almost 
90 years ago were remarkable for a 19 year old performer. Beth's version of 
'someone to Watch over Me' will remain in this reviewer's mind. Written by Ira 
Gershwin, with music of course from brother George, it first premiered in the 
Broadway musical "Oh, Kay!" in 1926, sung by Gertrude Lawrence. Since then it 
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has never stopped being recorded, the latest version being from Lady Gaga! Beth 
made it seem as fresh as if it had been written yesterday, not 87 years ago. 
 Pete Fletcher accompanied all Beth's numbers on the keyboard. He is a 
member of the music department at Hereford Sixth Form College and has 
inspired and nurtured the musical talents of many students, a priceless quality 
also shared by the Village Band's leader Andy Davies. 
 Events do not organise themselves. Someone has to create the master 
plan and assemble the necessary team providing motivation, guidance and the 
example of sheer hard work and clear thinking. This concert had dual aims: to 
provide some finance to take the band through the coming twelve months, 
particularly for the hiring of the Village Hall for monthly practises; secondly to 
raise money for St. Michael's Hospice, Hereford, by running a grand draw.  
 Two people worked tirelessly for weeks; Andy Davies was fine-tuning 
the performance arrangements while Ruth was assembling an impressive list of 
25 draw prizes from local donors and selling, with other band members,  
hundreds of tickets far and wide. 
 
THE GRAND DRAW RAISED £1,000 FOR ST. MICHAEL'S HOSPICE made up from 
over £850 from the sale of tickets and two contributions from members of the 
audience. 
 
TICKET SALES PRODUCED £200 net after costs to meet band expenses for the 
coming year; principally hire of the Village Hall for monthly practices. 
 
THE BAND LINE-UP 
 
Bob Aldred:  English concertina and banjo 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand: 'cello (band administrator) 
Andy Davies:  fiddle primarily (band leader) 
Pete Dedman:  guitar 
Caroline Marsden: English concertina and whistles 
James Miller:  tenor saxophone 
David Wiggins:  clarinet 
 
John Holding, guitar, was unfortunately, and much to his regret, unable to join his 
colleagues on this occasion. 
 
WELL DONE EVERYONE: musicians; helpers and especially Andy and Ruth. The 
results, and our enjoyment, amply justified your efforts. 
 
Thank you .. and here's to the next time! 
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FOOTPATH REPORT - JANUARY 2014 
  
Due to the weather and Christmas 
festivities, our report is very short 
this month. We walked along the 
Bridle Path from Broom Lane  
towards Shobdon. It is reasonably 
accessible and ends in a metalled 
road alongside Cargills chicken 
sheds where it joins the Shobden 
path. We have replaced some of the 
faded and damaged signs to mark 
the way more clearly. 
  The improvements to ED7 
(the path starting in the village and 

leading to Pembridge) have been 
slightly delayed by the weather, but 
the new gates and improved access 
seem to be meeting with all-round 
approval. We are waiting for signs 
from Herefordshire Council which 
will hopefully deter dog fouling. 
  If you have any concerns 
or wish to report an issue regarding 
the local footpaths please use the 
contact details below. 

Sue Wallis and Jo Watson 
      01544388066 

 Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk 
 
ROYAL  BRITISH  LEGION  POPPY  APPEAL  2013 
 
Door to door collection raised  £803. 67 
Church collection    £179. 87 
Overall Total    £983. 54 
 
On behalf of the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal 2013 I would 
like to thank you all so much for 
your incredible generosity. The door 
to door collection in and around the 
village, and  the Church collection 
on Remembrance Sunday raised in 
total £983.54, which was amazing, 
particularly  in a time of relative 
financial hardship. The willingness 
of the majority to give generously in 
order to help ex-servicemen and 
women is truly heartening. 
However, it is  thanks to  the small 
band of volunteers, Cherry Brooks, 

June Manzoni and Pat Roche,  who 
are prepared to brave the 
November weather,  that the 
collections can be made,  and my 
thanks also to The Caravan Park, 
The Cross, The Swan, The Tea 
Rooms,  and the Village Community 
Shop for displaying the Poppies and 
Tins. 
 As you can see from the 
above paragraph we are a very 
small band of volunteers, so anyone 
interested in helping with the 2014 
appeal please contact me on 01544 
388810. 

Rita Kirby 
 

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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'O' GAUGE GUILD 
 
Herefordshire 'O' Gauge Guild will be holding a model train running session in the 
village hall on Sunday 16

th
 March from 10 - 4 p.m using the East Midlands 'O' 

Gauge Group test track. 
 Light refreshments will be available. Entrance fee is £2, free for children 
but they must be accompanied by an adult at all times! 
 Enthusiasts are welcome to bring their own rolling stock but there will 
be no insurance provided on the day. 
Contact Doug Tantrum:  01544 387972,  dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL'S HOSPICE 
 
As many of you will know, we spent a very enjoyable evening in the village hall 
on 23rd November listening to the village band and their guests Beth Williams 
and Peter Fletcher. The draw was in aid of the Hospice and made the amazing 
sum of £1,000.  Raffle tickets were sold in advance, and with much support from 
Kingsland and Hereford Sixth Form College as well, of course, as Eardisland and 
friends. 
 On Shrove Tuesday, 4th March, we will be holding our soup and pancake 
lunch at the Luctonians from 12.00 midday to 2pm. It has become a very popular 
event, so we have to make even more pancakes this year!  Please come to enjoy 
the food and support us. If you need help with transport please let one of us 
know. 
 On Saturday 29th March the WI is holding its annual coffee morning in 
the village hall and this year the chosen charity is St Michael's Hospice, so again 
we would ask you to support us.   
 As ever, our grateful thanks to all who support us, in whatever way.  
 

Dorothy Brown, Beryl Hoda, Annie Mitchell 
 
COMMUNITY TABLES AND TABLECLOTHS 
 
Eardisland Community Shop Fund has provided a grant for the purchase of 
twelve 600mm x 550mm (710mm high) folding tables and a length of music-
themed fabric which has been made into eight table cloths. Both tables and 
cloths are available for use by any group or individual in the parish for fund-
raising/charity/social etc. purposes. The tables are suitable for both indoors or 
outdoors and are ideal for cabaret-style events.  If you are interested in using the 
tables and/or cloths, please contact me on:  
388375/07773 706147/ ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com  

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND – SAVE THE DATE! 
 
The band is holding its annual concert ‘Eardisland Village Band and Friends’ at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall on Saturday 18

th
 October 2014 - a few weeks earlier 

than in recent years. Please save the date! 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
It is pleasing to start a new year 
with some good news, your 
Community Shop has been selected 
as a finalist for the Midland region 
in the Countryside Alliance Awards. 
We are one of four finalists in the 
Village Shop category.  
Should we be successful in the 
regional final we then go on to the 
nationals. 
For such a small enterprise to reach 
the final is testament to the 

tremendous support we get from 
our customers and particularly our 
volunteers. 
 Many thanks for your 
continued support and to those 
who may have nominated us for 
this prestigious award. 
 Please remember from 
now until the end of March we 
close at 4pm Monday to Saturday , 
Sunday at 2pm. 

Albert Sheffield 
Eardisland Community Shop Committee 

 
EARDISLAND DOVECOTE TRUST 
 
The AGM of the Eardisland 
Dovecote Trust Trustees took place 
on Tuesday 7

th
 January. 

 It was noted that although 
donations were down over the 
same period last year income from 
the sale of booklets and lighting was 
slightly up. 

 The Trustees have been 
informed that the Community Shop 
is intending to refurbish the hall 
which has become worn and slightly 
damaged in places due to the extra 
footfall. The Trustees would like to 
offer the shop committee their 
thanks for this generous offer.  

 
Margaret Milchard 
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‘SHARE A CARE’ - THE LOCAL LINK 
 
CONNECTING THE PEOPLE OF EARDISLAND 
 

Further to the article in the last edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine, an 
informal discussion was held, the notes from which follow this update. 
Taking into account the views of those present, it was agreed that there should 
be a telephone link of some kind set up to connect people who might be in need 
of help with those who were willing to offer their services. The Community Shop 
was suggested as the first point of contact and plans are now in place to set this 
up. 
 It was also felt that a regular, informal get together in the village hall 
could be used to pass on helpful information to those who might need it as well 
as to become a useful link for ‘sharing a care’. Details of the first one which is a 
free event and open to everyone who has an interest in making this scheme a 
success, can be seen later in the magazine. 
 Some of the points raised were the need for the occasional lift or 
changing library books but not liking to ask anyone. It is hoped that we can create 
a list of people who are willing to help in some small way who would be 
contacted through a ‘link’ rather than directly. They would then be able to accept 
only if it was convenient. The more people who sign up for the scheme, the more 
help we can offer to our fellow parishioners. 
 If you would be willing to help with any one or more of the following 
and are unable to join us for a cuppa on 30

th
 January, please leave your contact 

details at the Community Shop. 
 

 Lift to and from the doctors 

 Collecting prescriptions 

 Changing library books 

 Changing light bulbs 

 Dog walking 

 Changing a plug 

 Any other small jobs you would be happy to help with. 

This is NOT intended to replace the emergency or social services, the details of 
which will soon be made readily available to everyone through various outlets, 
possibly including the village website, Parish Magazine, Community Shop and 
Share a Care. 
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LOCAL LINKS - MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

The meeting was well attended and many ideas were discussed. It was agreed 
that there was a need to co-ordinate help and put something in place to make 
sure anyone could feel confident to ask for help. 
 
Main ideas: 
Contact :  

 Herefordshire Social Services for advice 

 The People's Services Directorate, Age UK and TPG for information and 
advice, particularly regarding emergency call buttons and eligibility for 
free ones. 

 You at Home for information about carrying out home maintenance 
work 

 Community Wheels for information about transport 
 
Discussed the importance of reaching and including everyone in the Parish, 
including those who live outside the immediate village.  
 Suggested a monthly, or possibly more frequent regular meeting in the 
Village Hall (involving a cuppa and cake provided on a rota basis) where people 
can meet and discuss their own or other people's needs. This could raise 
awareness of local requirements, including those of the wider parish, and lead to 
mutually beneficial arrangements between those involved. We all acknowledged 
the importance of encouraging everyone to overcome their understandable 
reticence and to feel comfortable enough to ask for help when needed. It is felt 
that we need a system that people can tap into as required, while ensuring that 
independence is respected and preserved. 
 Agreed that the Parish Council should be asked for funding support, 
particularly for using the Village Hall on a regular basis. 
 Discussed the Pembridge scheme and whether we would want to do 
something similar. This involves CRB checks and a very comprehensive range of 
support, including dog walking, form filling, shopping etc. 
 The type of help mentioned by people who attended the meeting 
included visiting, small maintenance jobs, lifts, shopping. 
 Invited to work with Neighbourhood Watch who have had discussions 
on similar lines. 
 Suggested people be made aware of the ICE (In Case of Emergency) 
facility, using mobile phones. 
 Discussed the Pembridge system of having a mobile phone number for 
people to contact when they have a problem and whether we could set this up 
ready to "go live" when we meet up again. One of the issues would be the 
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difficulty of finding a network which had a reliable signal in all areas of the Parish. 
It was suggested that the shop telephone number would be a good reliable 
alternative as a central number to call. We have approached the shop committee 
who will discuss this before the next local link meeting. 
 Stressed the importance of making full use of the Parish Magazine as a 
reliable way of informing everyone in the Parish of available support. Also use 
the Eardisland Website as much as possible as well as The Hereford Times. 
 People who attended the meeting gave their contact details and wrote 
down any other ideas they had, which have hopefully all been mentioned above! 
 Thank you to everyone who attended the meeting, put forward ideas 
and/or expressed interest in setting up local links. 
 Next meeting in January. Village Hall available mainly in the afternoons. 
 
 

 

 
‘SHARE A CARE’ 

THE LOCAL LINK 

 

Connecting the people of Eardisland 

 

 

Join us for a free cuppa and chat  

on 

Thursday 30
th

 January  

from  

2.30pm  

in 

Eardisland Village Hall 

 

Together we can make a difference! 
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FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
I hope you had a good celebration at 
Christmas? It was lovely to be installed and 
to celebrate Christmas with you all in this 
new place. We had interesting conversations 
as the family gathered together. We 
debated whether anyone would live to be 
200 in the coming years. Some thought it 
would be possible and one of my sons 
thought that 140 would be the maximum life 
span, even if all diseases were cured. 
Perhaps the question should be do we want 
to live until we are 200? I think probably not.  
I think we are all agreed that we will all die 
at some point, and the important thing is 
that the life that we have is life…. truly life 

and not just extending living. If we make new year’s resolutions perhaps they 
could be that we become more ourselves…. the person God designed us to be, 
and that we take a step towards that. Not the new you, but the real you. 
Before long it will be Lent and a group of us will be gathering to look at some of 
the ethical issues that face us in today’s world. Fancy joining? If so we will start 
sometime in the week beginning March 10

th 
and meet for the 6 weeks of Lent. 

Let me know if you would like to be part of that. 
I look forward to meeting you at some point in Eardisland. I’ve signed up to a slot 
in the shop on Tuesdays and so do introduce yourself if you would like. 
A previous Bishop of Hereford had a favourite Bible verse John 10. 10… “Jesus 
came that we might have life, life in abundance.” That is my prayer for us all this 
year. 
 
ST. MARY’S CAROL SERVICE 2013 
 
A big thank you to all who came to support the Carol Service. Thank you to all 
who read the lessons on behalf of the various organisations  in the village and to 
all the congregation. Over a hundred people attended and almost everyone 
stayed for refreshments and Alister’s excellent mulled wine! It was a really joyous 
occasion. Thanks to your generosity I am sending a cheque for £311.21p to the 
Children’s Society who do such splendid work on behalf of neglected, abused and 
forgotten children in the UK. On their behalf thank you. 
 If it’s not too late, best wishes to everyone for 2014. 

Beryl Hoda 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968926783 
   rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwarden:       Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland 
        01544 388131   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 
 Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details 

 
 

Sunday 19
th

 January  

6 p.m.  Taize Service  Eardisland 

 With instrumentalists from  

(no morning service)  Kingsland School  

 

Sunday 26
th

 January  

9.30 Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 February  

9.30  Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 9
th

 February 

9.30  Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 16
th

 February 

9.30 Holy Communion with Eardisland 

 The Archdeacon  

 Venerable Paddy Benson  

 

23
rd

 February 

9.30 Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

2
nd

 March 

9.30 Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

9
th

 March 

9.30 Matins Eardisland 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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A CHRISTMAS CONCERT BY THE BRITTEN SINGERS - FRIDAY 6
TH

 DECEMBER 
 
What a wonderful curtain raiser for the festive season: a feast of choral music, 
sung in the church, interspersed with carefully selected readings and 
instrumental contributions from a brass trio with an engagingly light touch and a 
sense of humour. 
 The Britten Singers, founded in 1975, have raised thousands of pounds 
for numerous charities. Their founder and musical director is Pamela White who 
retired last year after l7 years as Senior Resident Vocal Tutor at Hereford Sixth 
Form College. One of the most influential personalities in Herefordshire music 
circles, she was the first winner of the Elgar-in-Hereford Group's Award and in 
2012 received a Diamond Day Award for Excellence in Music. 
 The choral repertoire comprised a dozen seasonal carols plus Good King 
Wenceslas for which a large audience stood and joined in enthusiastically. The 
Britten Brass trio played two sets ranging from traditional carols to hot jazz, while 
the readings had a similarly wide range, from Dylan Thomas, John Betjeman and 
Willy Russell among others. Particularly enchanting was Pamela White's reading 
from Wind in the Willows, recounting the young field mice arriving to carol sing 
at Mole's front door, set to a background of quiet carol singing by the choir. 
 Comments were afterwards made on how the clean lines and space now 
afforded by our renovated church made the ideal setting for this delightful 
performance. Particularly effective were the new directional spotlights, 
illuminating the high pillars of the chancel arch behind the choir and 
catching the highlights of the tall east window in the darker background, 
perfectly illustrating two lines from the Betjeman reading: 
  In many a stained glass window sheen 
  From crimson lake to Hocker's green. 
The evening ended with a generous spread of canapés and wine, providing an 
opportunity to talk to each other and to members of the choir. A splendid 
evening: as we went home we all knew the festive season had begun. 
 Thank you everyone who worked so hard to create this delightful 
occasion which produced £430 towards church running costs. 

Barry Freeman 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The team is currently enjoying a few weeks’ break but will be starting back on 
another year’s work around the middle of February. Once again there is an open 
invitation to anyone who fancies helping us, to come along on a Thursday 
morning, meeting around 10am outside the shop. We’d love to see you! 
The fourth AGM will be held on Thursday 27

th
 February @ 2.30pm in the 

Eardisland Tea Rooms, to which everyone is welcome to attend. 
Phil Milchard, Chris Watson, Eric Pilcher 



20 
 

AN ILLUSTRATED TALK ON ‘THE SILK ROUTE’  BY JIM AND DIANE GAFFNEY OF 
TEXTILE TRADERS IN BISHOPS CASTLE 

 
On Friday March 7

th
 starting at 7.30pm 

At Cedar Hall, Dilwyn, Herefordshire HR4 8JS 
 

‘Although long gone, the ancient Silk Route which linked China with the west still 
retains a memory of former textile glories. This section of the route begins in 
Khiva and passes through the desert khanates of Bokhara and Samarkhand, 
across wild and mountainous Kyrgyzstan and finishes on the remote and desolate 
western border of China. 
 The people of these regions have seen huge changes to their traditional 
ways of life and cultural values by Soviet or Han Chinese domination as well as 
the ever present demands of the 21

st
 century life. 

 However, handmade textiles still play a central role in everyday life, and 
in many cases production of handicrafts of all kinds is making a triumphant 
return.’ ( extracted from their website) 
 The Gaffneys have recently completed an overland trip along the Silk 
Route focussing on textile producing centres. On the way they discovered carpet 
making, fine suzani embroidery, felt making and ikat weaving. 
 
Tickets £6 from Ruth Davies on 01568 720 226 available in the New Year  
It will be cabaret style seating,   Bring Your Own Bottle, but tea and coffee will 
be served in the interval. 
 There will be an opportunity to look at, handle and purchase items as 
well as an opportunity to ask questions.  
 
EARDISLANDIANA - A MISCELLANY OF THE HISTORY OF OUR PARISH 

 
1091. 
       The earliest documentary reference to the manor of Twyford in the parish of 
Eardisland relates to the year 1091 when the King (William II ‘Rufus’), gave lands 
in Herefordshire to William (i) de Braose of Bramber (in Sussex). De Braose 
brought various knights from Sussex to this area, to one of which he may have 
given lands at Barland in Radnor and at Twyford, here in Eardisland. It is 
suggested that this knight may have been referred to as ‘le Poitevin’, by which 
name his descendants became known. But...It was in William (ii) de Braose’s day 
that the Poitevin family of Peytevin’s Castle (now Pytingwyn) in Llandew, 
Breconshire (but who also had lands at Twyford in Eardisland and Barland in 
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Radnor) first come to notice. In 1155 a William le Poitevin witnessed a charter of 
Abbot Hamelin of Gloucester...

1
  

       The de Braose connection ended in 1230 when William (iv) de Braose was 
hung by Llewelyn the Great. De Braose left four infant daughters as heirs, one of 
whom, Maud (Matilda) was betrothed to Roger son of Ralph(ii) de Mortimer of 
Wigmore. Both the betrothed were still in infancy and the manor of Twyford, 
together with many others of Maud’s inheritance, were administered by Ralph 
de Mortimer, the father, on behalf of his infant son who was to inherit when his 
betrothed, the de Braose heiress, and he came of age. 
       The Poitevin family must have continued as lords of the manor holding from 
the  Mortimer family, tenants-in-chief of the Crown, since there is solid evidence 
that circa 1371 Sir Thomas Peytevyn made complaint that his manor of Twyford 
had been beseiged whilst he was overseas with Edward, Prince of Wales. In such 
an absence the manor automatically became subject to royal protection and not 
surprisingly, following the complaint, a Commission of ‘Oyer and Terminer’ was 
issued. The outcome of this was recorded in the Patent Roll in March 1371. Brief 
details of this were included in my contribution to this publication in May 2012, 
under the heading “K – Kynlet family”. 
       The manor of Twyford is by far the least well documented of the four manors 
anciently in the parish, the other manors being Burton, Hinton and Eardisland 
itself. But a manor Twyford certainly was.  
 
1630. 
       Dated 29

th
 July 1630: 

       The manor of Twyford in the parish of Eardisland, the capital messuage called 
Twyford and Broome, and messuages and lands (specified lying dispersedly) was 
sold by Edmond Whittington and John Whittington, his father, neither of whom 
actually lived in the parish, to Henry Hyett of St John’s in Bedwardine, co. Worcs., 
gent, John Collett of Hattfield, esq., and Henry Muntrich of Leigh, co. Worcs., 
gent. The purchase consideration was £1800.

2
 

 
1607. 
       An earlier mention of the Whittington family in this parish dates to 24

th
 

december 1607, being the Will of William Whittington of Eardisland and a little 
later than that, the 1623 Herald’s Visitation of Gloucestershire includes a 
pedigree of the Whittington family. This pedigree includes two brothers, 
Christopher and William Whittington. The 1607 Will which I have just mentioned 

                                                                 
 
1
  Coplestone-Crow B. Notes. 

2
 From the catalogue description at HRO P48/-. 
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contains enough detail to establish without doubt that the William Whittington 
of the Will and the one mentioned in the Pedigree, are the same person. 
       The pedigree describes this William Whittington as of Burton in com. 
Herefford and shows that he married Anne d. of ....Mallory. No children are 
shown. 
       His brother is recorded as Christopher Whittington of Notgrove who married 
Ellenor d. and coheire of John Wever of Burton in com. Herefford. Children are 
indicated but I have not yet followed up on them. 
 
1799. 
       Impliedly late in 1799 James Kinnersley paid £14000 to the Marquis of Bath 
for the purchase of the manors of Eardisland, Pembridge Foreign, Moorcot, 
Byford and Lyonshall, and a garden in the City of Hereford.

3
  Kinnersley was still 

then only of the Lynch. Not until 10
th

 October 1804 is there record of a manorial 
court being held by the Kinnersley family (by Miss Elizabeth Kinnersley Lady of 
the Manor of Eardisland)

4
 Thereafter The Lynch will have gradually become 

known as Lynch Court, as at present. 
 
1804. 
       Also in 1804, dated 1 Sept 1804 is recorded: 
       William Henry Williams of the City of Hereford Gentleman Gamekeeper to 
James Cole for the Manor of Burton Court.

5
 

       But whatever position was held at Burton Court by James Cole he was not 
Lord of the Manor as has sometimes been suggested. A near contemporary 
historian of Herefordshire wrote:  
       ... in Decr 1804 another John Brewster Esq. died aged 71 leaving his Estates to 
his daughters and co-heiresses... 
       That the Brewster family had held the lordship of Burton since April 1662 has 
been too often mentioned in these pages to be repeated in detail. 
 

George Alderson 

                                                                 
 
3
 Longleat Schedule, page 21. 

4
 HRO B16/53. 

5
 HRO Q/Cm/1. 
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EARDISLAND REMEMBERED 
 

 
Tom Mainwaring began by recalling that the Old Grammar School (Bridge 
Cottage) built in 1652 became the Reading Room in the 1870s, after Colonel 
Clowes from Burton Court, purchased it and made it available as a Reading Room 
for villagers. Tom recalled that in his youth, in the early 1920s, it was an 
important place for social events, including games of cards. But, he said, there 
was no gambling, other than for ‘matchsticks.’ This reminded Edie Williams that 
other forms of gambling did go on in the village. 
EW. There were people who like to back horses.  There was a woman called Elsie 
who used to deliver milk. She used to collect the bets from customers and put 
them in her stocking tops and take them to bookies in Leominster, quite illegal of 
course.. 
JG. Did we have a fishmonger coming round? I don’t remember one. 
TM. We had a butcher who came round from Pembridge 
EW.  And one from Kingsland. Mind you, almost everyone used to keep a pig. and 
boil up some bacon on a Sunday and then they’d have the vegetables from the 
garden and that’s what they’d have for the rest of the week. 
TM. They were called cottage farmers. They had plenty of vegetables and fruit. 
People made their own bread; they’d get the flour from the mill in the village. 
EW. We kept food fresh by using a cold cellar, or even down the well, in a bucket. 
Of course there was a lot of curing. Everything was salted. 

The Oral History Group in Eardisland collected a huge amount of information from 
more than 50 respondents between 1993-1995. This was obtained through face to 
face interviews or in some cases by letter, with those abroad, or occasionally by 
inviting a number of local people to meet in the Swan and record their discussions. 
The following account is one such meeting in October 1993.  The tape recorder was 
simply left running and the informal discussions started by someone recalling an 
incident from the past and other memories came flooding back. The tape was later 
transcribed and edited. What it provides is a wonderful view of the village as once it 
was, largely before the war. Even those who knew it in the 1940s and 50s had 
parents or other relatives who had told them about their lives in earlier times. The 
speakers are Tom Mainwaring, (TM) who was born in the village and lived in the 
Nunhouse and elsewhere in the parish. He was in his 80s at the time of the 
recording.  He later moved to work in the north of England in 1928 and returned to 
live in Leominster on retirement. Although he died some years ago, his wife still 
lives there. Edie Williams (EW) lived in the Manor House and was in her 70s when 
the meeting took place. She, too, has subsequently died. John & Jenny Gittoes (JG) 
lived in the village until moving to Leominster in recent times; Jill & Eric Richards 
(JR/ER) are long standing residents of the village as is Pat Roche (PR). 
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TM. In the kitchen there was a thing like a rabbit hutch, with perforated zinc 
JR.  It was a safe, a meat safe.. And you didn’t eat things that weren’t in season; 
you didn’t have tomatoes in the winter... when they were finished, they were 
finished.. 
TM. We used to wrap butter up in dock leaves to keep it fresh, perhaps put it 
down the well. 
EW. Yes, I’ve seen that done. 
JR. Most people had a cold slab in the house, made of  marble, stone or slate. 
PR.  Only two years ago we got rid of ours when we had the pantry knocked 
down.. 
TM.  No need for a fridge.. things just stayed cold if you did it right. 
JR. Well, now with something like bacon, you didn’t need to keep it very cold, it 
wouldn’t go off.. 
EW. It was all cured properly then 
JR. Things were treated to keep. If something wasn’t available from the garden, 
by way of vegetables, you simply didn’t have it. 
TM. We used to keep hazelnuts by putting salt on them and burying them  in the 
garden in a biscuit tin  
JG. I remember uncle Stan used to have a pit in the barn and he always put them 
down there. 
JR. We didn’t have milk delivered; we always went to collect it from the Manor 
House. 
PR. We got ours from Edgar Griffith’s, every day, as you needed it. 
TM. I remember my mother used to sell eggs, 20 for a shilling (5p). I used to take 
them down to old Joe Harvey in the shop and he used to sell them.. Farm house 
butter, 4 pence (2p) a pound; skimmed milk a penny a gallon (½p). That’s going 
back to before the first war, 1910.. perhaps.. The farm labourers had one or two 
rows of their own potatoes in the field, a row of carrots a row of cabbages and 
then there were the rabbits we would catch. One of my brothers was a crack shot 
with a catapult. He could knock a pheasant down anytime.. 
EW. My husband, Rees would go out sometimes with a light and shine it on the 
pheasants and they’d drop, like a stone.. mesmerised. He’d go down to the river 
bank and tickle a trout and get one out sweet as a nut.. 
TM  We used to go out sometimes with a strong light, acetylene lamps to catch 
rabbits and pheasants 
JR. When they cut the corn everyone would go down with sticks and chase the 
rabbits.. 
EW. They were the nicest ones, they’d lived on the corn.. 
JG. I never caught one.. I shouted a lot,  but I was there for the cider mainly.. 
EW. I’ll never forget our Tommy and Freddy Vaughan. They were down the field 
helping the men, carrying the cider for them. We couldn’t find them when it was 
bedtime.. They were both fast asleep in the haystack down the field. 
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TM. Another thing, on the mound there, in the moat, we used to shoot the rooks 
from the trees. Then we’d put all the rooks in a galvanised bath and take them 
round the village; anyone could have one. Rook pie was good.. there was only 
one part to eat, that was the breast.. 
EW. And of course, there were the eels in the moat. . I’ve come in to the house to 
find a sink full of eels many a time when the boys had been there. 
JR. Nearly everyone had a few chickens, and of course their  own eggs. 
EW. People used potato clamps, to keep them through the winter. 
JG. Yes. You covered them in a foot of soil. You had to leave a ‘chimney’ in them 
to let them breathe.. 
JR. You can keep carrots for a long time like that too. 
JG. Someone was telling me that you can keep beetroot too, so long as it’s fresh 
out of the ground.. in a clamp 
EW. Of course there was pickling too.. 
By the way, there’s something we haven’t mentioned.. the concerts we used to 
do in the school, the Cocoa Concerts. Years ago when the kids had to walk long 
distances to school Mr Wood, the Head, always made them cocoa each day. They 
had skimmed milk from the Court House, a great big can full; and then we had the 
concerts once a year to pay for the cocoa and the milk. Mr Harvey, from the shop 
on the river bank used to get them organised. It was mainly the children who 
performed.  That was fun because all year round we were getting ready for that. 
They were a good standard.. we’d have the school room full. I often used to take 
sandwiches to school so I could have the cocoa. It was nearly all made with milk 
and it might have been the only hot drink of the day and many had a long way to 
walk.. 
TM There’s another thing, you don’t see  gypsies now  with their caravans 
wandering about; you don’t see horses hauling wood like you used to. You’d get a 
team of horses, perhaps six in a row with great tree trunks behind them and 
they’d go for miles. 
PR. Yes, a lot came from a long way, stopping to smoke their clay pipes along 
Burton Bank..... With dried sage in! 
TM. Or that plant Honesty. Didn’t they use that? 
EW. It was a regular thing smoking long clay pipes.. 
PR. You could use dry grass. Set a match to it and it would go whoof 
JG. And when they were short of tobacco some would use dried tea leaves.. 
EW. Even women smoked these pipes... 
JG Gypsies would be regularly going through the village in their caravans.. 
EW. I always remember as a child when Pembridge fair used to come, there was a 
black man who used to come and I would run like the devil. He was the only black 
man I remember as a child; he was always with Pembridge Fair. We always 
walked up to the fair. 
JG. Of course, it was only from wartime that we saw foreigners at all.  
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TM. Halfway up to Pembridge, there used to be an old tree and when you got 
there you could hear the music going.. 
EW. It was all down the streets and in the square; it was a big fair. 
TM. One time, these fairs were for hiring labour; a cowman, or a horseman.. 
people would identify their trade. If I hired you, I’d give you a shilling to seal the 
contract.. then you’d nip into the New Inn and spend it. Maids used to be hired in 
the same way, for twelve months.. she was picked by the farmer’s missus mind. 
JR. It was a big fair at Pembridge. They used to run buses up there from 
Leominster. It was packed; the conductor would be hanging on to the two 
handles at the back. It was so packed you couldn’t get in there. You passed your 
money in through the window.. 
JG. There were four pubs there then. I remember the boxing booth there, the fat 
lady....cheap jack stalls, chair-o-planes.... 
EW. They had the horses in the square; they were the only thing I liked, up and 
down they went.. 
JR. We had no fair here in Eardisland  though did we? 
EW. No, not that I know of.. 
TM. I remember we put on Cinderella once, in the school and I got the job of 
playing the tambourine.. 
JR. Every year they would put on a play; and a nativity. 
EW. We had some smashing dos. Mrs Powell was more for the country dancing 
and things like that. 
JR Mrs Powell was a wonderful teacher. She became Head in 1945 and lived in 
the School House. 
TM. I will always remember Mrs Edie Smith, Pat’s mother,  singing “ I’m Only A 
Bird In a Gilded Cage” and “My Old Man,”.. .perhaps someone will try to do the 
same again one day in the village and put on one of those variety concerts? 
EW. Well, that’s all we had, a dance, a whist drive, a concert.. no TV and not very 
many wirelesses..There were some wonderful dances during the war with the 
airmen from Shobdon. (In another interview she recalled a disastrous night when 
some POWs came to a dance in the Schoolroom.) 
TM. I remember when we had electricity put in; my mother was scared stiff of 
switching it on.. 
EW. I was 12 when they brought it to the Manor House. . until then dad used to 
fill 17 oil lamps every day. . lined up on the kitchen table. . that was his first job in 
the morning. 
ER. I remember it coming into the Crescent in Leominster in 1947; they had to 
replace all the gas lamps.. 
EW. It must have been 1930 in Eardisland, when I was 12. 
JR. We were quite forward compared with Leominster. 
TM. In 1920 how many people in the village had a plumbed in bath ? 
EW. No many. 
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TM. You used to have the old side boiler with a brass tap; it was  a long 
galvanised bath; we had one person  going in after the other. .same water! The 
summer months were best; we got a towel and a bar of soap and had to go off to 
the river. . down where the caravans are now for our wash.. 
JG. We had one of those hip baths in front of the fire. Yes. You got burnt on one 
side and frozen on the other.. 
EW. I remember once getting into the bath in front of the fire and I’d forgotten to 
lock the door — and David Levick, who lived in Arrow Bank and owned the fish 
farm, he  walked in! “Oh my God”, he said. I was sat there having a lovely soak.. 
TM. I remember we used to go gathering Moorhens eggs. Used to get three or 
four dozen and put them into a big iron pot and boil them all and stick them on 
the table. . they were good.. Only a couple of good mouthfuls though. 
ER. And pigeon’s eggs; we used to get them, and cook them.. 
EW.  Remember how the moat used to freeze over every year? We used to have 
slides across there. 
TM. Was it 1926 when the river froze over ? And 1962? 
PR. 1947 of course, there were dozens of us skating on the river; we walked 
across to Glen Arrow and Jim Taylor knocked some holes through for the ducks. 
You could hear it cracking, no one ever seemed to go through. Only Miss Smith 
had skates; she lived by Harvey’s, the shop, Bridge Stores.. 
JR. It seemed that when we made a slide it lasted for days and days. Now it’s 
gone over night. We don’t seem to get the hard winters like we used to.. 
TM. That path by the memorial, that made a good slide and when the copper 
used to come into the village we used to get him to chase us along that path and 
we made it really slippery, because we knew which night he came; then we’d do 
something or say something and get him to chase us; oh.. he went down. I can 
see him now. He used to wear a little cape. . What was his name? 
EW. There was PC Prosser from Pembridge 
TM. No. This was the one from Dilwyn. 
EW. It may have been PC Probyn. He was a right toad. He wouldn’t let you play 
ball on the road.. 
EW. Mind, you generally respected the copper in those days. Do you remember 
Fred Thomas? I can see him now.. He had an old crate of a bike.. The bridge was 
steep in those days, much steeper than now; it was before the yanks knocked it 
down and it was repaired.. He’d go to the steepest point on the bridge and he’d 
sit up there on the cross-bar and sail down, right down to The Cross. He lived in 
Staick Cottage.. 
TM. Fred Thomas, do you remember him? He was a card. He went to the motor 
industry in Birmingham after. I remember him taking a huge aniseed cake from 
some celebration in the school once. He took this cake and we went into a field 
and he broke it all up and shared it out. He was a lad. 
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EW. There was only him and his dad as I remember. His mother died and a 
brother was drowned in a flood; another of them died of TB. Of course, any 
orphans or illegitimate children might be taken in by someone or if not they 
would have to go to the workhouse. The family would gather round if possible, 
but if not it was the workhouse. 
TM. They used to have one at Bearwood. . then when that closed, there was one 
in Kingsland. It’s called the Poor House. The door is on the left hand end.. Then 
they closed that and sent people to Leominster. 
JM. Ranter Jack ended up in Weobley..  
JG.  Jim Taylor remembers Ranter Jack – he was an odd job man, who lived in the 
Mill, but eventually went blind and had to spend his final days in the Weobley 
Work House. He’s buried in the churchyard here. What happened if people were 
sick? How did they get to hospital quickly? 
EW. Well, you’d get in as soon as possible to Hereford Hospital. We might go in 
by car if we could. But there was nothing official. Amy Barrington in the village 
would deal with the births, and lay them out if they died.. 
TM. I remember we were in the Knapp House when my brother Elwyn had scarlet 
fever and a handsome-cab came and took him to the isolation hospital at 
Weobley.. In the last century there was a report that there were 31 poor families 
in Eardisland and the Parish paid for their food, rent and so on..There was a 
workhouse here just down the road near where Ruscote is. 
EW. The church would have contributed too. I remember one family in The Row 
used to get a guinea a week from the church.  There were a few charities 
available. There was Whittington Charity, for Scholarships. The Whittington Trust. 
I won it when I was at school.. But I had to go into hospital and couldn’t take it 
up.. The Vicar made use of it for his daughters ..  
TM. The Whittington Trust was to do with the will of William Whittington who 
funded the Grammar School in the village in about 1605. My brother Harold went 
to Lucton with it; my other brother Bob went to Leominster with it. 
EW. It still operates; my grandchildren have benefited quite a lot from it. 
Youngsters can apply for funding for books, general stuff they need as students, I 
think there may be at least £75 a year available.. 
TM. Whittington lived in the 16th Century and lived at Streete Court. Obviously a 
rich man.. 
JR. There was one charity which provided bread. . I remember the bread that was 
left at the back of the church every year; I don’t know what happened to that, nor 
the coal that was provided for some folks once; they both seem to have died out.. 
TM. There were 4 or 5 charities; Marlow was one; that was the bread charity 
perhaps; there were several charities, all been abandoned now except the 
Whittington Charity Trust. 
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EW. Do you remember the Gittings, at the Court House? They bred Hunters to 
hire out for the Hunt. As kids we wouldn’t walk past the orchard if they were 
there because they’d just walk over the wall at you.. 
TM. Before the war we had otter hunts too. . We followed them for miles and 
never thought about how far it was to come back. 
EW. But it made a lovely picture when you got the Hunt through the village. All 
the people in their red coats. They weren’t little hunts. You might have 50 or 60 
horses there. My friend Eileen’s dad used to exercise three Hunters at a time and 
he’d only had the use of one arm.. It was damaged in the first war.. He was in the 
Hussars or something.. He’d get up and put the reins in one hand, then he could 
hold them.. 
JG. I always remember him and his Erinmoor tobacco, Jack Hunt.. 
EW, We seemed to have a lot of celebrations, parties dances and things before 
the war. But somehow things changed when it finished. 
 JR. There was still the WI events and British Legion fete after the war.. 
EW. But the village started to alter after the war.. The cottages were all sold and a 
lot of people came to retire here. 
JR. Before the war, virtually every house had a working class family in it with 
children and they worked in or close to the village, but when there was less work 
people moved away. 
JG. My granddad worked at the Lynch. He had a farm cottage there.  
EW The Church Row, they were all Gittings cottages and  belonged to the Court 
House. 
JG. Was there a butcher’s shop in the village? 
PR. There was a butcher’s shop at Westeways, opposite the new vicarage.. the 
door is still in two halves. Mrs Kendall and then the Roberts family lived there.. So 
it was a butcher’s shop before they lived there.  
JR. Wasn’t there one in the old Smithy? 
EW. Yes. Les Bagley ran it. Remember him? A fellow with a cap and glasses. 
TM. Who was the doctor we had ? I remember a Dr Gormley, I think his name 
was . .he came round in a pony and trap, but you could die before he arrived.. 
You had to go up to Pembridge to fetch him; by the time he got out of bed and 
got changed and got into his pony and trap and got down here.. you could be 
dead. I remember old Gormely, he’d give you a bottle of white medicine, 
whatever it was. .it was  always the same.  
EW. I’m glad to hear the Dovecote’s going to be renovated. It was once owned by 
the Lord of the Manor who I presume kept the pigeons for food.  
TM. There were 362 nesting boxes in it I’ve heard.  
EW. I hope it will be restored carefully.. I don’t think its ever been used since we  
owned  the Manor House.  We paid a thousand pounds for it when we bought it... 
but that was a long time ago. 
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The session ended but generated a lot of interesting questions and issues, many 
of which were subsequently taken up with other respondents for further details. 
 

Paul Selfe 
      
WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
Our next trip is to see Swan Lake at Birmingham Hippodrome on Thurs 13 
February leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 10.00am for the 2.00pm performance, 
returning to Weobley around 7.30pm. 
 Next we shall be going to see Dance ‘Til Dawn at Bristol Hippodrome on 
Wed 26 February leaving Weobley at 11.00am for the 2.30pm performance, 
returning to Weobley around 7.30pm.  Please let me know if you would like to go 
on the cancellation list, should anyone drop out at the last minute. 
 Our last theatre trip before the summer will be to Malvern to see 
Eternal Love - the story of Abelard and Heloise. This is brought to us by the same 
team (English Touring Theatre) as Anne Boleyn, which we went to in 2012 and 
was excellent. “When Abelard begins a wild affair with his brilliant student 
Heloise, his enemies find the perfect pretext to destroy him.  Abelard is already on 
thin ice with the church over his contentious views and when Heloise bears his 
child out of wedlock, their affair becomes the scandal of the age… With its 
dynamic, contemporary language and stunning costumes and terrific live music, 
fiery philosophical debate and history burst into life in this energetic, visceral and 
above all highly entertaining production.  The play had a triumphant season in 
Shakespeare’s Globe and now we have the chance to enjoy this funny, passionate 
and legendary love story.” 
I have booked circle seats in rows B, C and D for Wednesday 26 March, 2.30pm 
performance. We shall be leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 12.30pm and returning 
to Weobley around 6.30pm. Cost will be £27 paid before 25 February please. 
Please remember to be at Bell Square 10 -15 mins before the given ‘leaving time’. 
For more information and to book seats call Kate Best on 01544 318513 or email 
bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 
TERRIBLE JOKES 
 
·         To write with a broken pencil is pointless. 
 
·         When fish are in schools they sometimes take debate. 
   
·         A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
   

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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OPEN YOUR GARDENS FOR ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
 
If you have ever visited an open garden or held an open garden day yourself you 
will know that they provide a wonderful opportunity to show off your gardening 
skills, meet new people and raise funds for a good cause.  2014 is the 30

th
 

anniversary of St Michael’s Hospice and as part of our celebrations we are 
looking to hold 30 open gardens.   
 If doesn’t matter whether your garden is big or small, if you would like 
to get involved we’d be delighted to hear from you.  Perhaps you’d like to join 
together with neighbours and hold a village open garden day instead?   
 The Fundraising team at the Hospice can offer you advice, help you 
advertise your event and provide practical support on the day.  The money you 
raise will help your local hospice continue providing care and support to patients 
and their families in Herefordshire and the immediate surrounding counties who 
are living with a life-limiting illness.   
 For more information and to register your interest please call the 
Fundraising Team on 01432 851000. 
 
SAGE WORDS 
 
As I hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing my mind - every part of 
this rocket was supplied by the lowest bidder. 

 John Glenn 
  
When the white missionaries came to Africa they had the Bible and we had the 
land. They said 'Let us pray.'  
 We closed our eyes. When we opened them we had the Bible and they 
had the land. 

Desmond Tutu 
  
 When a man opens a car door for his wife, it's either a new car or a new wife. 
  

Prince Philip 
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ON THE WEB 
 
The Shard in London - fantastic! 
  
For those with a 'head for heights', here's a view from the top of the Shard. Why 
pay £25 to visit the viewing/observation floor on top, when you can see it for 
free here? Technology is great! 
 You will be somewhat interested in this view of London from the top of 
the “Shard”, the latest high structure in the City, its crystalline façade rearing 
1,016 ft over the London skyline as Europe 's tallest building to date.  
 For your information - floors 2- 28 are offices. 31 – 33 high class 
restaurants. 34 – 52 is a 5 star hotel complex. 53 - 65 is residential 
accommodation on top of which comes the observation lounges on floors 68 – 
72. 
 
You can have much fun swinging the view around (as per the screen 
instructions – press the left mouse button down as you move the view), zoom 
in and out – traverse 360 deg. And see London as never before. Following the 
long straight rail line approaching – and zooming in on the horizon you will see 
Greenwich and beyond that on the skyline, Shooters Hill and its water tower. 
 It is almost impossible to be anywhere in Greater London and NOT see 
the ‘shard’ now. 
 
Move your cursor or left/right/up down arrows to see an all round view of 
London . 
   

WWW.WILLPEARSON.CO.UK/VIRTUAL-TOUR/SHARD-360-DUSK/ 
 

FROM THE NEWSPAPERS 
 
Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a 
spokesman for NorthWest Gas said "We agree it was rather high for the time of 
year. It's possible Mr. Purdey has been charged for the gas used up during the 
explosion that destroyed his house." 
      (The Daily Telegraph) 
 
Police reveal that a woman arrested for shoplifting had a whole salami in her 
knickers. When asked why, she said it was because she was missing her Italian 
boyfriend. 
     (The Manchester Evenings News) 
 
 

http://www.willpearson.co.uk/virtual-tour/shard-360-dusk/


34 
 

 
 



35 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



36 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



37 
 

 
 
 

 
 



38 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



39 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



40 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



41 
 

 
 
 

    



42 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



43 
 

 
 
 

 
          

 
 
  



44 
 

CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
   Email:   chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 
The Parish Council Liaison Officer: Cllr James Miller 

 jmiller114@btinternet.com    01544-388454 
 

Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 

Parish Council without inserts. 
 

The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format on the village website: 
 

Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  
 

Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
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Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
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mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
mailto:jmiller114@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

