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EDITORIAL 
 
I am sorry to say that, for the second consecutive edition, I have to record the 
deaths of two parishioners - June Manzoni and Ian Watson. Our thoughts go to 
friends and family. 
 Phil Milchard is standing down as the Distribution Manager for the 
magazine and I thank him for the work and support that he has contributed over 
many years. His place has been taken by Graham Madeley (please see ‘Contacts’ 
on page 52). 
 If you would like a Christmas message in the next edition, let me explain 
that this is a way of sending out a greeting to villagers without the expense of a 
card - it’s not free though because you are expected to make an equivalent 
contribution to a charity of your choice - the amount you donate is not known, 
but it’s always good to mention the charity so that they can be noted at the end 
of the messages. 
 This leads, rather conveniently, to noting that the next edition will be 
put together and edited by BEN WOODCOCK. His address is: 2 Orchard Cottages, 
Eardisland,  01544 388976 and email: ben@eardisland.org.uk (as for the parish 
website). Please make a note of this because I will not be dealing with any 
magazine material for the November edition. Normal arrangements will be 
resumed in January. 
 

Chris Bivand 
 

mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2013/2014 
 

Thursday 2
nd

 October Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 9
th

 October Village Hall Open Meeting, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 16
th

 October Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 23
rd

 October Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 28
th

 October Show Committee, VH Small Room, 2.00pm 

Thursday 30
th

 October Share a Care, see page 14 

Thursday 6
th

 November Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Friday 7
th

 November, Magazine Copy Date Friday 21
st

 November - Expected Distribution  

Wednesday 19
th

 November Xmas Bingo, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 20
th

 November Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 27
th

 November Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Thursday 4
th

 December Development Plan, VH (large room), 7.30pm* 

Thursday 18
th

 December Development Plan, VH (small room), 7.30pm* 

Saturday 28
th

 February 2015 Eardisland Village Band & Friends, 7.30pm, VH 

*Eardisland Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Meetings - all welcome 
 
EXHIBITION 
 
The village World War 1 Commemoration Exhibition is now up and running in the 
Parish Church. The Exhibition focuses on the 14 men, from WW1, who are named 
on the War Memorial plus fathers/grandfathers of present day residents of the 
village, who served in that war. 
 With regard to the latter, the objective is to encourage more local 
residents to come forward and provide information to enable their father’s and 
grandfather’s ‘stories’ to be told. 
 Any information to me, please. 

Graham Madeley: gmadeley@cwgsy.net  01544 - 387678  
 
GARAGE / LOCK-UP WANTED 
 
Bob Aldred is looking for a dry, secure garage to store a vintage car.  Short term 
in the first instance but maybe with longer term options.  bobaldred@freeuk.com 
or 01544 388868. 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND – SAVE THE DATE! 
 
The band is holding its annual concert ‘Eardisland Village Band and Friends’ at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall on Saturday 28

th
 February 2015. Please save the date! 

 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

mailto:gmadeley@cwgsy.net
mailto:bobaldred@freeuk.com
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OBITUARIES (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 
 
JUNE MANZONI – BORN JUNE CARTWRIGHT ON 27TH JUNE 1923  
 
Zoe, June, and Bill were all born in Birmingham, where their father had a timber 
business. He met their mother whilst on a buying trip to Hay on Wye.  The family 
moved from Alcester Rd, Moseley to Wales when June would have been about 6, 
and where her youngest brother Jim was born. Growing up at Ystym, Meifod in 
the 1930s and 40s was a very happy childhood for them, despite the war years. 
They were surrounded by horses and dogs, and a lively, loving family and friends 
from near and far who came to stay to avoid the bombing and add to the lively 
‘discussions’ around the tea table.  
 When the war came, June left Malvern school to help at home with the 
small holding, learning to milk and drive. She was called up in 1941 or 1942. We 
didn't know what she was trained for in the ATS - top secret radar. She was 
eventually posted to 528 Battery Heavy Anti-Aircraft in Hyde Park and this was 
surely why she became rather deaf in old age. Apparently she earned a stripe, 
Lance Corporal, and lost it again (a fact we have only just discovered so were 
never able to ask why – one can only imagine she was up to mischief). 
 She met Bill and they married in 1951 and started their farming career.  
From a job with a tied cottage at Pemcombe, another in Worcestershire and then 
a council small holding near Tamworth.  (Two daughters arriving along the way.) 
They moved then to Docklow Manor (her in-laws bought this to retire – but 
owing to ill health it was later sold) and after a short time at Dinmore, finally 
went to their own farm -  Woolner Hill at Bromyard. 
 Whatever challenges arose, she was always prepared to join in, all 
farming jobs taken in her stride - from sorting lambs, bale hauling and cattle 
drenching – no wonder she remained so fit.  Her many poems tell of exploits with 
the farm, WI, Bromyard Gala, and the families she taught to ride.  There was 
always fun, laughter and mischief afoot when she was around, despite an awful 
lot of hard work. 
 Retirement brought June and Bill to Eardisland to completely refurbish 
The Folly and they soon became thoroughly embroiled in village life and made 
many friends. Never one to take the easy course when asked to help out,  June, 
on one occasion, complete with fully decked-out pony became ring master inside 
the big top at Westfield School, another time she helped ‘spread the word of the 
WI around the county’ with a banner in a pony and trap, and so it went on, life 
was never dull. 
 Many cards have referred to her love of life and she endeavoured to 
pass this on not only to us as daughters, but to the 5 grandchildren and 6 great 
grandchildren.  There was always time and they loved to visit and spend time 
with her. 
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We should like to take this opportunity to thank 
the many friends for their kind words and for the 
support shown over the last few years 
particularly.  
 One of the many snippets we have found 
amongst her ‘bits and bobs’ is this – a word of 
advice – invaluable to all mangol growers. 
 
I’m sorry about the quality of the printing here, it 
reads: 
 
Liniment for cart mare after mangol hauling 
Two handfuls of rose hips/Well blushed with the 
sun/In a pan of hot water & a measure of rum 

Well stir till it bubbles 
And then add an onion 
I know what yer saying; this ere is a funny ‘un/Pop in an acorn/And ivy leaves 
thrice/And make it set sticky a ladle of rice 
 
/ are paragraph breaks. 
 
Editor’s note: this really is one for the recorders of social history in farming 
communities. For the uninitiated ‘mangols’ are a form of beet, grown mainly for 
cattle feed. 
 
 
IAN WATSON 
 
1939 -2014 
 
The following is an extract of the eulogy heard at his Memorial Service - written 
and read by one of Ian’s dearest friends and fishing partner, Mr Tim Jessop: 
 “Devoted husband to Jo, great father to Paul and Jane, adoring 
grandfather to Anna, consummate angler, good cricketer, talented artist, author, 
superb modeller of railways, aircraft, fishing tackle... a keen interest in history, 
particularly military, classical music devotee, a wicked mimic, and the possessor 
of a wonderful sense of humour. 
 Ian was born in Lambeth 75 years ago. His father was in the RAF in the 
war and the family was evacuated to the Iveagh Estate in Norfolk where his deep 
love of the countryside and all things in it was formed. 
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He spent his teens in Surrey where he 
became a Surrey Cricket Club Colt. He had 
a lifelong passion for cricket and later was 
very involved in re-establishing the cricket 
club here in Eardisland. He became a 
qualified coach and gave a lot of time 
teaching the young. He also met the girl- 
next-door, Miss Jo Robinson, whilst living 
here - and they were married in 1962.  
 Ian had many years in the aviation 
industry as route planner for Morton Air 
Services, before they bought the Burley 
Gate Post Office and made the wise 
decision to move to Herefordshire! A 
couple of years later they moved to Ebnal, 
where he travelled the globe as a load 
master for British Cargo Airlines (later to 
become IAS). After 12 happy years in 
Ebnal, Ian and Jo moved to The Hundred 
for another 12 years, before finally settling 
in Eardisland, where they have been for 
over 20 years. 

 Ian immersed himself in village life, literally, when he attained the 
coveted position of ‘Duckmaster’ for the annual duck race. He always maintained 
he only got the job because he was the “only bloke in the village with waders!” 
 Fishing was Ian’s great love in life (after Jo and the family, of course) and 
he was a very serious angler who made his own tackle, tied his own flies and kept 
a wonderful, illustrated journal that was eventually published as a book which 
has delighted many. He enjoyed all aspects of fishing, but was first and foremost 
a premier league carp angler.  
 It was his determination, strength of character and of course his sense of 
humour that shined most brightly. A true one-off with strong principles who 
knew his own mind, but at the same time kind, considerate and wonderful 
company. He is much, and fondly, missed. 
 
We would like to thank you all for the overwhelming support and kindness we 
have received over the last few weeks, and throughout his long illness. 
 

Jo, Paul, Jenny, Jane, Rob & Anna 
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EARDISLAND PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN STEERING GROUP 
SEPTEMBER UPDATE 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Those of you who have already attended Steering Group (SG) meetings will know 
that, when completed, the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) for 
Eardisland Parish will give residents the means, through our elected body the 
Parish Council, to influence and direct the future development of our community. 
Specifically, the Plan will be able to influence the type and style of property 
which can be built in the Parish and ensure that any future development 
enhances the Parish and complies with Herefordshire Council and national 
planning policy. There is also the opportunity, through the NDP, to protect and 
improve our environment, our green spaces and village assets and facilities and 
also to encourage appropriate commercial development. As of now (September 
2014) the SG has produced an outline first draft of the NDP on which much 
further work is required before it can be offered for community comment. 
 
ACTION IN HAND 
 
 The SG is working to produce a coherent and complete plan and through a 
process of communication and discussion within the community, to progress the 
plan to the stage where it can be endorsed by the community through a 
referendum (popular vote). 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
The SG asks the whole Community to take an active interest in the NDP process, 
to attend SG meetings if at all possible and to read the various notices and 
bulletins*, both hard copy (on notice boards and in the Parish Magazine) and on 
the village website ( www.eardisland.org.uk ), which will carry copy of all relevant 
up to date documents. If you are in doubt about any particular aspect of the NDP 
or of the process contact an SG member who will take whatever steps are 
necessary to answer your queries. 
 
 ACTION TIME FRAME 
 
The SG began work in early June. We are about to embark on the process of 
expanding and improving the First Draft NDP so that in the not too distant future 
the SG and the PC hope to have a more substantial document around which we 
can implement an active process of discussion and consultation within the Parish. 
Our objective is to have an NDP which is ready for consultation within the Parish 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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by the end of October 2014. The SG would still like to achieve a more inclusive 
membership, particularly from residents of the wider parish. 
 
POINTS OF CONTACT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
George Alderson  
Caroline Marsden (Vice-Chair) – 388868 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand – 388375  
Brian Pollard 
John Edwards – 388554  
Elaine Smith – 387903  
Barry Freeman – 388226  
Jo South – 387698 
Maryan Hanson – 388850  
Alison Sutton (supporting the Group as Parish Clerk) – 07789 322771 
Richard Kirby (Chair) 388810 
Hugh Vernon 07801 584351 
Graham Madeley – 387678 
 
You can also email to: 
Richard Kirby: rthk@btinternet.com  
or Caroline Marsden: cmarsden@freeuk.com  
 
To improve the level of understanding of the NDP we will continue to inform the 
community by the various methods listed above and through personal contact by 
Area Wardens. In this latter respect we are looking for Parishioners to act in this 
capacity and to be a conduit for NDP related information and issues. 
 
*Regularly updated Bulletin Boards will be placed in prominent places around the 
village and outlying areas, eg our two pubs, the Church, the Community Shop, 
our two Tearooms. If you live outside the village and would be happy to 'host' a 
board where it could be seen by other parishioners, please contact Hugh Vernon 
or email as above. 

Richard Kirby (Chair) and Caroline Marsden (Vice-Chair) 
 
DATES OF NEXT SG METINGS 
 
Thursday 2

nd
 October 

Thursday 16
th

 October 
Thursday 6

th
 November 

Thursday 20
th

 November 
Thursday 4

th
 December & Thursday 18

th
 December 

(please refer to Village Diary on page 3)  

mailto:rthk@btinternet.com
mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Report for Parish Magazine September 2014 

 
The Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan is now working on the draft plan. 
The next meetings are on 2 October, 16 October, 6 November, 20 November, 4 
December and 18 December in the Village Hall. Anyone is welcome to attend the 
meetings and can contribute their ideas. This is a vitally important process for the 
Parish, please get involved. More information about the Steering Group can be 
found on page 7. 
 The Parish Council meeting in July decided that for-profit advertisers 
may put dates in the magazine in a paid advertisement, which is also available on 
the website in the online magazine, but dates will not be put in the diary section 
on the website. An application for a grant to the WW1 Commemoration Group 
was agreed so they could buy display boards. Following James Miller’s 
resignation as a Councillor, the Council has been given approval to co-opt a new 
Councillor. This is on the agenda for the September meeting. A short meeting 
was held in August to consider a planning application for Folly Farm, which was 
supported. 
 The risk of flooding is currently causing problems within the Parish for 
people trying to get insurance cover. Therefore the Parish Council is very pleased 
that it has just been awarded a grant by the Environment Agency to undertake a 
hydrological survey of the Parish. The aims are to understand the flood risk in the 
Parish and actions to manage and reduce flood risk locally. The study will also 
undertake measurement of property threshold levels which will identify the real 
flood risk for each property. This can then be used by the householder when 
speaking to insurers. The tender document has been sent out for the survey and 
the study has to be completed and reported on by February 2015. 
 Electoral registration is now on an individual basis and the old 
household forms are no longer in use. If you were on the Register in July 2014, it 
is likely that you have been automatically transferred to the Individual Electoral 
Registration system and sent a letter telling you this. However,  if you receive a 
form to register, you need to register by 1 December. If you do not, then you will 
not be able to have a postal or proxy vote in the May 2015 election, as you must 
be registered individually to use this form of vote, though you would still be able 
to vote at a polling station next May. 

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 
7, John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD,  07789 322771; 

Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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PEMBRIDGE MOBILE POST OFFICE 
 
This mobile Post Office parks in the public car park: entrance is beside the Kings 
Head licensed restaurant, midway along the main street. The opening times are: 
 
  Monday   2.30 - 3.30pm 
  Tuesday  1.30 - 2.30pm 
  Thursday 4.00  - 5pm 
  Friday  1.30 - 3pm 
  Saturday 9.00 - 10.00am 
 
All usual Post Office facilities are provided plus . . . 
 

 free cash withrawals from all major banks 

 mobile phone top-ups 

 motor vehicle tax payments 

 council tax payments 

 utility bill payments 

 pre-payment keys for electricity, and 

 a range of stationery, greetings cards and information leaflets. 
 
I’m told this is an excellent facility and well worth a visit if you need these 
services. Ed. 
 
 EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
This week, ending 14

th
 September, has seen us close early on Tuesday and 

Wednesday through lack of availability of volunteers.  We usually open for 58 
hours per week but holidays for some of our regular volunteers left us with a gap 
of 20 hours to fill. 
 The visit of the La Vieille Lyre Twinning Association at the weekend also 
left us short of some regular volunteers. With the good grace and support of 
other available volunteers we may only lose the 6 hours when we closed on 
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. 
 Week ending 21

st
 September will also be difficult but we will do all we 

can to provide the expected service. 
 Of course all this will be history when you read this but we wish to 
apologise if you were inconvenienced by our unexpected closures. 
 We have been very proud of our efforts since we opened. Our 
volunteers have done a wonderful job and the support from the community is 
great. 
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 It is however a voluntary enterprise and without a wide pool of 
volunteers we cannot guarantee always to provide the service we aim for. 
 Additional help would be much appreciated.  Any new volunteer 
receives full training and only assumes responsibility when they feel able to do 
so.  We don’t ask you to commit to a regular slot, we are grateful for the help 
when you feel able to give it. 
 If you want to know more just call in the Shop or phone us on 388984 
 

Albert Sheffield 
for Eardisland Community Shop Committee. 

 
SHOBDON AIRFIELD AND AIRCRAFT NOISE 
 
I know that some residents find 
aircraft noise annoying, particularly 
low flying over the Parish. The 
Shobdon Airfield Community 
Consultative Committee meets 
three times a year and is open to 
everyone. In attendance are airfield 
management, the local parish 
council and residents. I have copied 
some of the answers to questions 
raised at the last meeting which you 
may find useful; 
 Complaints can still be 
telephoned through to the airfield 
on 01568 708369. Callers should 
select Option 2 from the menu 
options. The complaint will be 
recorded on the Phone Log 
Observations and Comments sheet. 
Complaints can also be made via 
email to matthew@aeroclub.co.uk  
 Aircraft in the circuit 
whether civilian or military will fly a 
standard circuit pattern with 

associated phraseology and will be 
listening and communicating with 
other aircraft on the same radio 
frequency. Pilots of the aircraft will 
maintain their own separation 
based on the rules of the air. The 
Tower has no control over aircraft 
whilst they are airborne. Outside 
the circuit the airspace is classed as 
uncontrolled airspace and pilots fly 
according to the rules laid down in 
the Air Navigation Order (ANO). 
 The airfield has no 
jurisdiction over pilots flying in 
uncontrolled airspace. 
Whilst the airfield does its very best 
to encourage pilots to follow the 
noise abatement procedure, if the 
pilot is flying according to the Rules 
of the Air in the ANO they are not 
breaking any rules. Pilots are also 
exempted from the Rules of the Air 
during the landing or take-off phase 
of flight.  

 
Phil Milchard 

 
 
 

mailto:matthew@aeroclub.co.uk
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THE FUTURE OF EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 

 
 Are there improvements you would like made to our Village Hall? 
  
 What events would you like in the hall? 
 
 How do you see the future of this vital community asset? 
 
 
Please come along to an OPEN PARISH MEETING and give your views: 
 

on: Thursday 9
th

 October 2014 
at: 7.30pm 

in: Eardisland Village Hall 
 
 
In addition to giving your views, maybe some of you would also consider joining 
the Village Hall Management Committee to help steer future developments? The 
three of us named below are keen to do so, but this can only work if other 
parishioners are prepared to join us. If you would like to know more about 
joining the committee, either as an individual or as a representative of a group 
which uses the Village Hall, please talk to one of us – or just come along to the 
meeting. 
 
And if you don’t like committee meetings, then maybe you would consider being 
part of an “H-(Hall)Team”, along the lines of the very successful E-Team in the 
village, to help out with events or jobs in the hall? 
 
Please come along to the Open Parish Meeting and have your say in the future of 
our Village Hall. This community building is here for us all. 
 
 
Thank you. 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand  01544 -388375 
Tracie Preece  01544 - 388779 

Julie-Ann Richards  01544 - 388323 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
 
At the recent AGM so few people attended that it was agreed by all who 
attended that all business should be carried forward to the meeting to be held on 
Thursday 9

th
 October, when it is hoped that more people will attend. The 

accounts were presented and may be viewed on the Village Hall notice board. 
 We held a very successful duck race despite having to change our usual 
date. Many thanks to Lisa, Darren, Spud, Doug and Rob for all the hard work they 
put in. 

Gill Richards 
EARDISLAND FOOTPATH REPORT - SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
We have been concentrating our efforts this year on improvements to ED2/3, the 
footpath which leaves the village at the bowling green, passes the oak tree and 
continues across the fields to Burton Court Lane. 
 Three new gates for this path were delivered promptly by Herefordshire 
Council at our request. One was installed in August to replace the dilapidated 
stile we reported as a serious defect at Patslie Coppice, so the footpath is already 
more accessible and safe enough now to be recommended as a pleasant walk. 
We have enough money in the fund to pay Stan Blatchford for installing the gate 
and would like to thank him for doing so. The remaining two gates will be 
installed as soon as possible. We have cut back vegetation around the stiles and 
bridge on the paths and the route is now more clearly defined. This path needs to 
be walked regularly to maintain the demarkation so we hope villagers will walk it 
more frequently now that it is safer. 
 The path to the Weir (ED7) continues to be well used. We have had 
reports that it is difficult to find the official line of the path to Pembridge after 
the Weir so we will check this out in the coming months.  
            Please report any concerns about the local footpaths to: 
Jo Watson and Sue Wallis,  01544 388066,  Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk 

 
PENNY A PINT 
 
As announced in Graham Madeley's article in the May edition, a special event 
took place in the White Swan as part of the World War I commemorations. On 
the Saturday August Bank Holiday, Tim offered beer at 1914 prices to all his 
customers dressed in period costume. In the afternoon, two of us donned long 
skirts, appropriate headwear and our "Vote for Women" sashes and we 
discovered, to our delight, that Tim's generosity was extended to very special 
discounts for those of us who prefer wine to beer.  A very merry afternoon was 
had by all! Thank you, Tim.                                     Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

 

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
A very pleasant coffee morning was held at the Eardisland Tea Rooms on 
Thursday 4th September, which raised  £325.45.  Many thanks to Barry and 
Kathleen for hosting the event, and it was good to see many of our regular 
supporters once again. 
We will be having a pre-Christmas coffee morning from 10am to 12 midday on 
Tuesday 11th November, at The Luctonians.  If anyone needs a lift, please contact 
one of us.  There will be mince pies, plum puddings, cards, calendars etc, so 
please join us and do some early Christmas shopping. 
Thanks to all who support us, 

Dorothy Brown 388389, Beryl Hoda 388131 
 

‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 

Connecting the people of Eardisland 
 

‘Share a Care’ has now been in operation for several months, successfully aiding 
parishioners with minor offers of help where possible, when requested. 
There is a free ‘get together’ on the last Thursday of each month from 2.30 in the 
village hall. This is not a ‘club’ and there is no membership – it is open to anyone 
of any age living in Eardisland. The hall is funded by the Parish Council and 
tea/coffee and biscuits are provided free, courtesy of the village shop. Everyone 
is welcome to come along for a chat and there is no obligation to join anything or 
attend each month. Help and advice on many issues is also available. 
If you find yourself in need of assistance and don’t know who to ask or where to 
go, please don’t hesitate to contact the village shop on 388984. They will pass 
your details onto a coordinator who will ‘link’ you with someone who might be 
able to help. 

Remember: ‘Share a Care’ is all about ‘linking’ the residents of Eardisland. 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  

Thursday  

25
th
 September & 30

th
 October 

from  

2.30pm  

in 

Eardisland Village Hall 

Everyone is invited! 

Together we can make a difference! 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2014 
  
Just a reminder that, as in previous years there will be a door to door collection 
in aid of the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal this Autumn.   However, this year I 
shall be handing over the duties of Parish co-ordinator to Graham Madeley who 
has kindly volunteered to take over this role.  For those of you who may not be 
aware, Graham has been the instigator and the co-ordinator for the fascinating 
World War 1 Commemorative  Exhibition currently on display in St. Mary’s 
Church.  Finally, thank you so much to the collectors, the businesses and the 
community for their very generous support for the Poppy Appeal during my ten 
years as the Parish co-ordinator, and my sincere thanks to Graham for taking on 
the task.  

Rita Kirby 
 
EARDISLAND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROJECT 
 
Some of you may recall the 'Children's Stall' at the Church Fête, held in July, 
which all proved very successful. Perhaps you looked at the gallery of Under 16s, 
guessed the weight and won the cake, or tried the Human Fruit Machine and lost 
- but hopefully you laughed?  (Well lots of you did!)  The stall raised over £80, 
and the PCC left it with £50 in this fund. 
 The aim of the stall was to raise awareness of the number of Under 16s 
in the Parish, in addition to raising funds towards much needed 
leisure/recreation facilities for the Young People.  As a result of this event, the 
'Fun & Fashion' evening came into being.   
 Organised with great enthusiasm by Cherry, there were racks of pre-
loved garments generously donated, a buffet kindly prepared, ladies of the 
district (from eight to eighty!) gathered in anticipation, and the models strutted 
their stuff, (with some really quick changes!) all so elegantly compered by Cherry. 
 Due to the generosity of all involved, over £600 was raised for this fund, 
and for that an enormous ‘thank you’ is due. 
 So, what now? These funds were raised in the name of the Young 
People of the Parish and it’s now up to these youngsters to decide what they 
would like to do with the money. 
 Initially, a bank account will need to be opened and a 'Committee' 
formed.  A few individuals have already offered to help but more are needed.  So 
if you are a young person, (we must have some on the Committee) parent, 
grand-parent or just a parishioner who would like to help, please can you leave 
your name and contact details on the list in the Community Shop. 
 

Elaine and family 
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WE NEED YOU! 
 
In 2003, Esther Simpson, with a little help, revived the Eardisland Show after a 
gap of many years. At our AGM today, 11

th
 September, the Committee was 

forced to consider finally closing down the Show for lack of support, not from you 
whose entries and help on the day, we have welcomed for so many years, but for 
lack of support on the Committee, whose average age is in the seventies. 
 Committee work is NOT arduous in any way, amounting to about 
three short meetings in the two months before the Show itself, but 
the present committee members have decided that unless some volunteers 
come forward to join us by 21

st
 October, we will decide at our next meeting, (on 

28
th

 October), to abandon the idea of a Village Show for good. 
 Please, please, pick up the phone when you have read this and talk 
to Esther or myself, hopefully with an offer to join us. Without your help, the 
Show, which has been a very successful and happy feature of village life for the 
past 10 years, will come to an end. 
 The outcome is in your hands! 

Graham Simpson  01544 388641 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
YOUR TEAM: 
 

PC 3911 Jo ELLIS 
Mobile 07977 098394 
 

PCSO 6115 Dick ALLFORD 
Mobile 07968 462523 
 

PCSO 40067 David 
BODEN 
07970 176814 

 
PACT SURGERIES: Thursday 2

nd
 of October 2014 

 
Weobley Shop 9.30am -10.30am 
Pembridge Shop 11.00am – 11.30am 
Eardisley Shop 12.00pm – 12.30pm 
Lyonshall  George Car Park 2.30pm – 3.00pm 
Eardisland 3.30pm – 4.00pm 
 

Shobdon PACT Surgeries: held in Shobdon Stores 
 

Saturday the 27
th

 of September 2014   9.30 – 10.30am.  
Saturday the 1

st
 of November 2014      9.30 – 10.30am. 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
The Lyre Connection 
 
In 2004 I wrote an article for this magazine asking the question – should we as a 
village consider twinning with La Vieille Lyre in Normandy?  My question arose 
because I had recently re-read the chapter in local historian Norman Reeve’s 
book, The Leon Valley, (1980; Phillimore) in which I had noted the statement that 
“La Vieille Lyre ... had property in Herefordshire in 1086” and “the first vicar of 
Eardisland... Richard de Wyre (or Wye) was presented by the Abbey of Lyre in 
1278.” (p.142) I was intrigued by this fact and wondered why Eardisland should 
have an ancient connection with a village in Normandy of which I had never 
heard. Since I used to meet and discuss issues with Norman in his home in 
Leominster, (he was then in his 90s), I raised the matter with him. He indicated 
that he had not done any detailed research into the question of the relationship 
between Eardisland and Lyre, but said he was aware that this village in Normandy 
almost certainly received some of the income (from tithes) paid to our church, St 
Mary’s, by the end of the tenth century. This income was probably used to fund 
the great Abbey built in Lyre by William FitzOsbern (circa 1020 – 1071). He was a 
relative and close adviser of William the Conqueror and one of the most powerful 
of the lords who accompanied him to England. He was created Earl of Hereford in 
1067.  
 Norman explained that similar finance would also have come from many 
other towns and villages which had been passed to the Norman lords, following 
the Conquest, especially those associated with FitzOsbern. Since it is believed he 
lived in Carisbrooke castle on the Isle of Wight, there are many holdings there 
associated with Lyre. In Herefordshire, Ocle Pychard (‘With Livers or Lyvres Ocle’) 
was almost certainly connected with Lyre. In Gloucestershire, Duntisbourne Leer 
is another. Indications are that the Eardisland/Lyre connection had been 
established by the time of the death of FitzOsbern in 1071. There is a record that 
the Abbots of Lyre were the Patrons of Eardisland Church. Between  1278 and 
1336 they can be seen to have appointed three Vicars here. There are several 
other references to support an Eardisland/Lyre connection between 1172 and 
1415. Then in that year the property in England of various monastic 
establishments, including Lyre, was added by Henry V to the endowment of the 
then new Shene priory in Surrey. At that point our link with Lyre was broken. 
 It occurred to me that since there was strong evidence that Eardisland 
had an important historic connection with Lyre it might be an opportunity to re-
establish these ties going back perhaps 750 years. How often do we enter a town 
which mentions a place with which it is twinned and one wonders why it was 
selected? In our case there would be every justification. 
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 In my article I did, however, ask if any reader knew exactly where Lyre 
was, how twinning is achieved and whether it was a viable idea. In response to 
my article, George Alderson located where Lyre was situated and clarified some 
historical errors I had made. (I remain grateful to him for further assistance in this 
regard). It was suggested by another respondent that a letter be sent to the 
Mayor in Lyre, which I duly drafted. This outlined the details of my article and the 
suggestion that twinning might be a possibility. Ruth Brinton-Bivand kindly 
translated this into French and it was sent to the Mayor of La Vieille Lyre to see if 
he and his colleagues would be keen to pursue the idea.  
 In March 2005 I received a phone call early one morning from the 
Mayor, who introduced himself as Michel Dessarthe. He stated that he and his 
council were most enthusiastic to follow up the idea of twinning. He explained 
that Lyre is a small town of about 650 people. It is situated on a river (Risle) and 
has a few shops, a church and a school and is situated in an agricultural region. 
He explained that the Abbey, (for which the parishioners of Eardisland had partly 
paid through their tithes for about 350 years) was demolished in the French 
Revolution. Apart from this, the Normandy village seemed to have many 
similarities with our own. He suggested that if our Parish Council agreed then a 
meeting between a group from both villages could be arranged in Lyre in the 
coming months for discussions. 
 The Parish Council duly approved of the meeting and a party from 
Eardisland set off in November 2005 for a three day visit to discuss ideas with the 
Mayor and his councillors. Our group consisted of Ruth and Chris Bivand; Esther 
and Graham Simpson; Lorna and Paul Selfe,  and  Ed Simpson. We had a most 
hospitable and memorable welcome (despite a snow storm that nearly stranded 
us) and it was agreed that the idea of twinning should be pursued. This was 
formally achieved in 2007.  Visits to and from France have occurred each year 
since with great success establishing many strong friendships and some economic 
benefits for both our villages.   

 
Paul Selfe 

 
 
 
 
 
 

← La Vieille Lyre is just inside 
the boundary here - best to see 
on the website (there is a flag 
just visible. 

 

La 
Vie
ille 
Lyr
e 
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TWINNING WEEKEND 
 

A twelve strong party 
from La Vieile Lyre 
travelled to Eardisland 
on Friday 12

th
 

September on another 
twinning exchange 
weekend, and departed 
early on Monday 15

th
. 

Whilst there were a few 
new faces in the group, 
most had visited before 
and all were warmly 
greeted. 

 This time our French friends opted to take advantage of a bargain fare 
and flew from Paris to Manchester, travelling on by coach, to arrive in Eardisland 
in the early evening. Despite the overall stay being just 60 hours so much was 
packed in to it. Evening meals were shared amongst the hosts, meaning no host 
was required to cook more than one evening meal. Some tables saw ten people 
sitting down to eat, whilst others were a little more modest. However, without 
exception the food, wine and joviality were top rate.  
 Saturday morning saw a refreshed group of around thirty people visit 
Black Barns at the kind invitation of Mavis and Doug Tantrum, to see his narrow 
gauge train run along the track in the beautiful garden. Some were even brave 
enough to take advantage of a free ride! There was also a quite superb under-
canvas model layout with various trains running. After a welcome coffee the 
party made their way to the Kington Show, where much fun was had by all. 
Thankfully, the weather did us, and the Kington Show, well. Our guests seemed 
genuinely interested in the many rural exhibits and demonstartions. For some 
there was time for a little rest before the evening festivities started once more, 
with great merriment carrying on late in to the night. 
 Sunday morning started in our own church with a WW1 commemorative 
service. There was a very moving moment as the names of the fallen from both 
our communities were sombrely read out and readings were given both in 
English and French. Our thanks go to Reverend Julie Read for conducting a 
beautiful and poignant service and members of the PCC and Graham Madeley for 
their contributions. 
 We all moved on by kind invitation of Ruth and Chris, at Arrow Bank, to 
enjoy an aperitif beside the river before moving on to the recreation ground for a 
picnic lunch and a challenging game of boules.  For some there was a chance for 
a little local sightseeing before the highlight of the weekend, the gala dinner at 
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Croft Castle. Our French friends and a few of our own were given a private tour 
of the castle, which was followed by a sumptuous meal including Beef 
Wellington, sorry, Beef en Croute.  The staff worked tirelessly and the evening 
was a tremendous success.  
 There was little time for sleep as our guests departed at 8am the 
following morning. Everyone was at the war memorial to wave them goodbye as 
our friends journeyed back to Manchester Airport. We were all very tired but 
happy in the knowledge that our twinning bond continues and friendships 
enhanced.  
 So many people were involved in the success of this visit, too numerous 
to mention by name. You all know who you are. To every one of you, thank you.  
 

Eardisland Twinning Association Committee  
 
ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 

 

 
‘Because of them… because of you’ 

 
St Michael's Hospice 30

th
 Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, Hereford Cathedral   

Sunday 19
th

 October 2014 at 5.30pm. 

 

 
Thirty years ago St Michael’s Hospice opened its doors to patients with 
progressive palliative conditions and their families, offering professional care and 
support.  Since then, thousands of people have experienced the love and care of 
the Hospice. From very young children to the oldest in our community, the 
Hospice has demonstrated that each human being counts to the very end of their 
lives. 
 Thirty years ago the community opened its heart to the Hospice, and has 
continued to do so, through generous giving, through advocacy, and through the 
thousands of volunteers who have given their time and energy and intellect to 
support the work of the Hospice. Without them, the hospice could not has 
survived and flourished as it has done. And now the Hospice wants to say thank 
you to all of you.  
 You have a chance on 19

th
 October to give your thanks to God for all our 

past and present work and to pray for its future and development.  Please come 
and celebrate with us at this special service, with performances from the Hospice 
Community Choir and music, readings, poetry and drama. There will also be the 
opportunity to write your own message of support and thanks for the Hospice 
and add them to three large apple trees in the Cathedral.   
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COME DINE AT MINE LAUNCHES IN OCTOBER FOR ST MICHAEL'S HOSPICE 
 
Come Dine at Mine is a great new way of raising money for St Michael’s Hospice 
while enjoying the company of friends and family. 
 Simply invite some friends to your dinner party and ask them to say 
thank you by making a donation to St Michael’s Hospice. 
 You can be as creative or as formal as you like: hold a Sunday lunch, a 
Saturday brunch, a picnic in the park or a midweek lunch with colleagues, the 
choice is yours.  You can even hold a "Come Wine at Mine" party! All we ask is 
guests make a donation and consider doing the same with their friends.  
 We can provide you with a welcome pack and Gift Aid Donation 
envelopes for all your guests. Just give the Fundraising Team a call on 01432 
851000 for more details. 
 
WHERE DOES THE WATER COME FROM? 
 
It's funny isn't it how you live in the village for almost twenty years and you can 
still walk round with your eyes closed and your brain switched off, just accepting 
things are like that because they have always been like that. 
 We often go with the grandchildren to St Mary's Walk to observe 
(definitely not feed!) the wildlife and never once have I asked myself "where 
does the water for the moat come from?".  Likewise we have stood on the 
millstream bridge watching the ducks, real or plastic, and again I have never 
asked "why is there a wooden weir across the stream?". 
 However these two are related and I only became aware of that when 
Alan Richards came and informed the E-Team that the moat was almost dry, and 
instead of "dabbling" the ducks were wading through mud. 
 That's when I learnt that the moat is filled by channeling some of the 
millstream under the westerly arch of the bridge then under the road to 
Glanarrow and eventually round to the moat. 
 Armed with that piece of knowledge it didn't take long to deduce that 
the cause of the waterless moat was silt under the bridge,  and hopefully that 
could be cured fairly easily by two of the E-Team's greatest assets - brute force 
and ignorance - better known as Pete Dedman and myself! 
 Sure enough, with waders, wheelbarrows and shovels, it didn't take long 
to reinstate the flow and within a few hours it was "up tails all" in the moat. 
 However, it was almost immediately obvious that this would only be a 
temporary solution and professional advice and labour would have to be sought 
by the Parish Council. 
 As I write, the village has had the first couple of visits from the 
Environment Agency who intend over the next few months to reshape the West 
Bank of the millstream outside the shop and remove the silt from under the 
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bridge.  In addition they intend to offer advice/training to the E-Team and others 
on how, when the problem arises in future, we can fix it ourselves. There is no 
benevolence in this offer it is wholly down to budget cutbacks in the 
Environment Agency. 
 A more detailed explanation of the Environment Agency plan for the 
millstream is posted on the notice board inside the shop. 

Sandy Ross 
 
 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783 
   rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens     Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland 
       Tel: 01544 388131 
                                                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                                                Tel: 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 
 

 
 

Sunday 28
th

 September 

11 am Benefice Service at Kingsland Service on Patrons of our  

 Preacher: Rev.Preb.K.Garlick Benefice 

 

Sunday 5
th

 October 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 12
th

 October 
 

11 am Harvest Festival  
Followed by Drinks and Nibbles 

Eardisland 
 

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 19
th

 October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 26
th

 October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 2
nd

 November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

 

Sunday 9
th 

November 

10.45 am Remembrance Sunday Eardisland 

 Meet at War Memorial  

 

Sunday 16
th

 November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 23rd November 

11 am Benefice Holy Communion for 
Christ the King 

Aymestrey 

 

Sunday 30th November 

9.30 Advent Sunday and 
Dedication of the New Purple 
Altar Frontal 

Eardisland 

 
FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
Those who clean houses will tell you that you reach the 
end only to begin again at the beginning! I'm sure it's true 
in all walks of life, and its certainly true in the farming 
community. The harvest is gathered in and it's time to 
start over. But before you start over there is a time to 
stop and give thanks, to look back and acknowledge all 
that has been and the miracle of growth and the 
frustrations of weeds, and the wonderful summer, and all 
the hard work and the end result and the good that it 
does for many people. Harvest thanksgiving and the 

community will gather on Sunday October 12
th

 in church to do just that – to give 
thanks to God and those who have laboured. 

 



25 
 

 
Some will find themselves not enjoying a regular routine because life is tough 
and money is tight and things go in fits and starts. Those who run the community 
larder (food bank) in Leominster which serves Eardisland and surrounding area 
tell that their stocks are running low and ask if for our harvest giving we might 
support the larder and help replenish the shelves. Here is their plea: 
 
Our larder shelves are much depleted following high demand during the school 
holidays and we would be very grateful for Harvest donations. If you would like to 
help we need basic provisions such as:  rice, tins of potatoes, spaghetti, meat, 
tomatoes, peas, carrots, sweetcorn, baked beans, soup, fruit, rice and sponge 
puddings, coffee, sugar, long life milk, loo rolls and toothpaste.  
Please note we cannot use 'out of date' donations.  
 
If you need to use the food bank and would like help in doing that please contact 
me on 01568 708255. If you are able to help by giving stock as requested above 
please bring to the church and after October 12

th
 it will be taken to Leominster. 

And as the cyclical pattern starts again and seeds are planted may I remind you  
of Jesus' parable of the mustard seed.... where a tiny seed planted grows into a 
large plant. It only takes a small act of kindness that will really make a difference.  
 
WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR CANDLE 
 
Today 13

th
 September I went across to the Church to set up tea light candles for 

tomorrow’s Twinning Service (quite a few in all). 
 Later on during the morning I went back to check on some other things I 
had to do and, low and behold, all the tea lights were burning brightly the 
expensive spotlights had been turned face into the church and switched on. 
 More worryingly spare tea lights that were not put into holders had 
been lit and placed on the World War One display table on top of paper and next 
to the flags, I have since removed all candles.  
 None of us want to have to stop having a prayer candle as it means a lot 
to those come to leave a prayer for loved ones (the candle is in a safe place, with 
sand to smother any fear of fire). 
 The risk of a fire posed today by a thoughtless action could have been 
serious. 
 So please only light a prayer candle at the prayer table where it is safe to 
do so, 
 Trying to keep the Church and yourselves safe, 

Dian Cope  
Church Warden 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE BBQ 2014 
 
      Enormous thanks are due to all of you, residents of Eardisland and others, 
who supported our village BBQ this year. Once again deep gratitude is owed to 
the Collins Family for use of the venue, to our many sponsors, to those who sold 
tickets, to those who gave gifts for the raffle, to those who provided tents and 
toilets and flowers and fireworks, to the generous loan of large gas-fired BBQs 
and to all others who helped in any way to make the evening possible. 
      Despite numerous last minute hitches and changes-of-plan the dry weather 
ensured that one of the most joyful evenings in memory ensued despite 
someone (me!) having only ordered the same quantity of alcohol that in previous 
years had sufficed but which THIS year ran out! 
      Moneys raised by this annual fixture in our parish diary helps keep our Church 
open and lit each and every day of the year at a cost of over five pounds per day 
– entries in the Church Visitors’ Book and use of the Church Prayer Book and 
Votive Candle Stand are testament to the outreach that is achieved by this means 
and to their frequent use by the many visitors that pass through our doors. Their 
praise at finding an open Church and their often-poignant comments are only 
made possible through your continued help.  Thank You. 

                                                                                                                       Alister Hoda 
 
EARDISLAND RIVERSIDE AUTUMN OPEN GARDENS 
 
Since first initiated, our Riverside Autumn Open Gardens event has usually been 
held at the end of August – the Bank Holiday Weekend – prompting the pedants 
amongst us to comment that autumn does not in fact start until September. Let 
me say at once that autumn this year definitely started in August! Fickle fleeting 
thunder with drizzling rain and banks of cloud allowed only an occasional 
glimmer of sunshine to break through, but how welcome those dry spells were. 
By Monday the weather just gave up trying to be good. Attendance inevitably 
reflected these conditions so that the first two days averaged about 75 people a 
day but the Bank Holiday Monday produced only a few. 
            In Church there was a wonderful new WW1 Exhibition telling the 
heartbreaking stories of Eardisland’s fallen war heroes; another centered on the 
Clowes Memorial tablet. Still more photographs augmented the already 
successful Photograph Exhibition of Herefordshire and a fine Floral Display by 
Esther Simpson held many visitors’ interest. A sixty-feet-long silk ribbon on the 
floor of the Nave achieved a total of £100 given by visitors who helped complete 
our River of Coins with all their loose change. 
            Weeks of wet warm weather had produced one of the most floriferous 
autumn displays we have ever seen, although some gardens exposed to wind had 
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fallen trees and battered gladioli. Blooms at this time of the year can be superb 
when conditions are right and all four display-gardens looked really stunning. 
             Afternoon refreshments in the Village Hall were very successful and our 
thanks go to members of the WI who organized those on Saturday afternoon 
and, together with Pat Smith, donated cakes for the entire weekend. A Grand 
Raffle of prizes brought in further revenue. 
             I am conscious of the tremendous effort put in by gardeners, by our raffle 
sponsors, by the WI, by ticket sellers, by those who organized or served 
refreshments all weekend, by sign erectors, by exhibition organizers/stewards 
and by the handlers of monies received. In total £1190 was raised and I am 
grateful to all concerned. 

Alister Hoda 
  
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 

 
To follow on from Sandy’s article on page 22, 
I am continuing to liaise with Environment 
Agency officials. The weed alongside the Mill 
Race was sprayed early in August and is 
clearly showing signs of dying back. Subject 
to favourable weather conditions the weed 
will be removed in October, when work will 
start on re shaping the embankment and 
removing silt from the bed. Rules dictate that 
this waste material must be left near the 
water’s edge for a day or two to allow any 
wildlife, such as eels, to return to the stream. 
I’m told the waste material will be excellent 

for the garden and this will be available to anyone who wishes to take some 
away. If you’re interested please let me know (388097). Finally, a sucking 
machine will be used to remove the large build up of silt under the bridge. The E-
Team and Parish Council will then be instructed as to how future maintenance 
should be conducted in order to keep a good water flow. 
 If any of you have recently taken a look at the grassed area opposite 
Staick House you would have noticed the refurbished balustrades and benches. 
The former were in a poor condition and had been neglected for several years. 
However Eric Pilcher has worked tirelessly over several weeks, filling in, rubbing 
down and finally staining, resulting in a show piece job. On behalf of everyone in 
the parish Eric, a big thank you.  

Phil Milchard 
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Military Charities Concert 
featuring  

British Police Symphony Orchestra  
and  

Cantabile Girls’ Choir, Hereford Cathedral School 
Finalists: BBC Songs of Praise School Choir of the Year 

 

Hereford Cathedral 
7.30pm 18 October 2014  

 
All funds raised will be used for the welfare of Service & ex-Service Personnel 

and their families in Herefordshire 
 

Tickets: £20, £15, £10, £5 (includes Souvenir Programme) 
 
Available from 28 June at: 
Hereford Cathedral Shop (01432 374210) (booking fee applies) 
The Outback, 19a Church Street, Hereford (01432 275063) 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
It’s remarkable to think that yet another season 
has gone by, but not before the club saw a great 
deal of success on and off the green. Of twenty 
seven friendly matches played, Eardisland won 
twenty, losing just seven.  The ladies’ side 
reached the final of the prestigious Kington 
Shield, before narrowly losing to Brimfield, a side 

packed with county players, whilst in their first season of competition the men 
gained a remarkable second spot in the Hereford Men’s League, Second Division. 
Also worthy of mention are Selena Dykes and Dave Bray who made it to the 
semi-final of the Millennium Mixed Pairs.  
Membership remained broadly in line with the previous season, a good effort 
considering most other clubs have seen a drop. The clubhouse will remain open 
on Tuesday evenings when a newly purchased carpet will be in use for carpet 
bowls. 

Phil Milchard 
SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 

 
Introduction 

 
       This is a slightly amended version of the first pages of the Local History 
section of Eardisland Community Website - www.eardisland.org.uk  
       The illustration of the position of the four ancient manors in the Parish, next 
hereunder, was drawn by Graham Simpson from information which I supplied. 
 

 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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The area within the parish boundary has a complicated history, there being four 
ancient manors therein. This Introduction is intended to be no more than a 
‘thumb nail’ sketch: much has been intentionally omitted. 
       There is no doubt that this area was settled in very early times. Herefordshire 
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR)  lists 108 sites within this parish. Whilst only 
two of these are related there to pre 1066 [both to the Bronze Age] several 
others which are listed as undated are, by their very nature [eg ‘Ring ditch’] also 
likely to prove, if investigated by archaeologists, of Romano-British or earlier 
date. 
       Other than the Roman road which largely forms the eastern boundary of the 
Parish, there is but scant archaeological evidence for the Roman period, nor is 
there evidence to suggest to what extent ‘Romanisation’ altered the earlier 
cultural situation hereabouts. 
       The Roman era in Britain ended circa 410AD. By about 700AD (some say 600), 
the valley of the river Arrow and its immediate environs had been subject to 
occupation by an influx of “Anglians”. 
       Time passed.......by the time of the Battle of Hastings in 1066 the lands in this 
vicinity were held by Morcar, Earl of Northumbria. The administrative structures 
later known as the Manors of Eardisland, Burton, Hinton and Twyford would 
have coalesced well before then, but the date of the establishment of a church 
here is much less certain. 
       The Norman Conquest took its course without major struggle in this 
immediate area it is thought. Then in 1086 King William ‘The Conqueror’ caused 
what soon became known as the Domesday Book to be compiled. Eardisland is to 
be found under the name of Lene, held by the King himself. Burton, Hinton and 
Twyford are not mentioned. 
       In 1091 the King (by then William II ‘Rufus’) gave a considerable amount of 
land in Herefordshire to William (i) de Braose of Bramber (in Sussex) which 
included our area. The four manors here continued to be held by the de Braose 
family as tenants-in-chief of the Crown until the execution of William (iv) de 
Braose by Llwyelyn the Great in 1230. His four daughters inherited different parts 
of his overall holdings, Maud (Matilda) being the eventual inheritor of this area. 
Maud married Roger, son of Ralf (ii) de Mortimer of Wigmore. The manors stayed 
as part of the very extensive Mortimer holdings until, by 1433, Hinton and 
Eardisland had become two of the two hundred manors held by Richard, Duke of 
York; ‘our’ two manors in particular via Anne, widow of Edmund Mortimer, 5

th
 

Earl of March, sister-in-law of Richard’s mother, Anne Mortimer. 
       Of Twyford little is known compared to the other three manors. In 1425 
Thomas le Poitevin was holding it for Edmund (iii), the last Mortimer earl of 
March, and as comparatively recently as 1649 it is referred to as the manor of 
Twyford and Broome. There are other references, but this is not the place for 
them. A separate manor Twyford undoubtedly was. 
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       The manor of Burton is well documented. The St Owen family were holding 
of the various tenants-in-chief of the Crown already mentioned from very soon 
after the Conquest, and were at Burton until, between 1399 and 1404, the manor 
of Burton passed by marriage to the Downton family. Circa 1447, again by 
marriage, the Cotes family became lords of Burton and remained there until 1641 
when the manor was sold to Henry Hyet (and others). 
       Hyet was removed from Burton by the Cromwellians in 1645, but by 1659 he 
was back in possession. He sold to John Brewster in April 1662. The Brewster 
family held until 1804 and were followed, yet again by marriage, by the Evans 
family. They held until 1863 when the manor was sold to the Clowes family of 
Broughton Hall, Lancashire. The Clowes family were still in possession in 1922 
when the Law of Property Act abolished all remaining manorial rights and 
priveleges and Copyhold tenure. 
To be continued.      George Alderson 

 
FILMS AND BOOKS ABOUT EARDISLAND  
 
An article in the Parish Magazine (Christmas edition 2011) included an aerial 
photograph kindly sent by John Woodward, of the centre of the village in the 
1940s. This now hangs in the Dovecote. It shows part of a Horsa glider 
fuselage in the garden of the White Swan. How it got there remains a mystery.  
John, who spent two years in the village between 1943-45 as a young child 
when his father was training to be a pilot at Shobdon, lived with his mother in 
the White Swan. He attended the village school when Mrs Davies was Head. 
His mother, Kathleen Partridge, published poems in the national press on a 
regular basis and had poems published in book form. (It is thought she was 
mistaken for Patience Strong as the local poet of the time!) John regularly re-
visits the village (although he now lives in Kent on the coast) and has many 
happy memories of his time here.  He has been in touch again recently 
requesting copies of the films made by the Eardisland Oral History Group 
between 1999-2006. Only a few of these films exist as DVDs. In response John 
has very kindly converted video copies to DVDs which have been reproduced 
on professional quality technology. We now have a limited number of these 
available for sale from The Tea Rooms together with copies of the books listed 
below: (Barry & Kathleen Freeman: 388 226) 
 
FILMS MADE BY EARDISLAND ORAL HISTORY GROUP (1999-2006) 
 
Enchanted Eardisland (1999) £5 
A film in which 8 customs/traditions associated specifically with Eardisland are 
re-enacted and discussed. The material was researched by the Oral History 
Group and filmed professionally by  Squirrel Productions. (30mins) 
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Hidden Eardisland (2002) £5 
 
This film was made to encourage children to take an interest in their own local 
history. All those taking part were from Eardisland. The sites and places the 
children visit are all related to the work of the history group. This includes 
some important archaeological work being undertaken at the time. A copy 
was provided to every primary school in Herefordshire. It was also filmed by 
Squirrel Productions. (30mins). A booklet was produced to accompany the 
film for use by teachers.  
 
Portrait of a Parish (2006) £10 
 
This film was made to capture the recollections of local people regarding the 
social changes they had experienced in their lives in the Parish. These include 
the loss of shops; the demise of cider making on farms, memories of the 
railway line which passed through the Parish and  wartime experiences. Some 
lost skills were re-enacted (such as hop picking); there are examples of hedge 
laying, ploughing with horses and a blacksmith at work. The opportunity was 
also taken to examine the interior of several very old houses in the village and 
some expert comment was obtained to explain their significance.  There are 
views of social events taking place in the village at the time of the filming. This 
film was also made by Squirrel Productions. It runs for 50mins. These films 
have been shown at social events in the village from time to time; further 
viewings are proposed.  
 
Publications, produced by Eardisland History Group since 1995 (Available from 
The Tea Rooms: 388 226) 
 

Title Content 

Eardisland: 
an oral 
history 
(1995) £6 
 
 

A social history of Eardisland based on interviews made 
1993-94 and other documentary sources. The book, 
largely based on personal recollections, covers village 
sports & social clubs; the Church, schools; changes in 
patterns of home life; various mysteries associated with 
the village; changes in  occupations over time; village 
soldiers; celebrations and the processes  of social change 
which have occurred in living memory. There are about 
150 photographs. 

Eardisland: 
Portrait of a 
Parish (2006) 

A pictorial record of the Parish with the history of most of 
the properties included. It was compiled as a record of the 
heritage of the parish. A cross section was selected, using 
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£10 
 
 

8 sectors, and photographs of all the properties and 
buildings and places of interest within them were taken by 
a professional photographer. Also included are some of 
the interesting aspects of the Parish – details of four 
known sporting  internationals living in the village, 
important archaeological finds (including a dirk from the 
Bronze Age and Norman Gaming Counter) and some of the 
traditions and customs uncovered associated specifically 
with Eardisland.  

A Case Study 
of Burton 
Court (2006) 
£6 

A record of an archaeological and architectural 
investigation based at Burton Court.  The study also 
contains a detailed chapter devoted to aspects of the 
history of Burton Court from Norman times, and its 
residents. The research includes examination of the 4 
manors of Eardisland, the history of the church and details 
of the great families of the Parish and their significance. In 
another chapter the influence of the landed gentry is 
examined, the treatment of the poor, the history of 
schools in the Parish and the changes undergone in social 
and occupational life from 1750. There are 167 
photographs. 

Eardisland:  
Year Book £2 

A booklet containing one historic photo of Eardisland for 
each month of the year. Useful for recording 
anniversaries. 

The Ancient 
& Universal 
Cult of the 
Saintly 
Physicians 
Cosmas & 
Damian. £3 

A booklet written by Norman Reeves. This provides details 
of the two patron saints of medicine and makes special 
reference to the church dedicated to them at Stretford. 
This ancient church just outside the parish of Eardisland, 
on Watling Street, was thought to have been established 
at the time of the Roman occupation. 

Blank cards 
 5 for £1 

The cards show 4  views of Eardisland. Each has an 
envelope and is in a cellophane package. 
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Corrections 

 
Paul Selfe 

EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The warm weather continued through July with highs of 32 
degrees with barometer readings from 29.2 to 29.74, although a 
thunder storm with lightning  on Friday 18th brought 23 mm of 
rain (0 .9 inch) on the Saturday for our Open Garden, which was 
still a success raising over £400.00 for the Bowls Club thanks to 

all. Total rainfall for July was 44mm (1.7 inches). 
 The weather for August  changed with the remnants of Hurricane Bertha 
arriving, bringing 18mm of rain  (0.7 inch ) on the 10th, the total rainfall for 
August being 105 mm (4.1 inches) with temperatures ranging from 24 degrees to 
14, with barometer readings from 29.2 to 29.64. River levels for the two months 
have ranged from 5 inches (126 mm ) to 14 inches (335mm). 
 We have had no unusual visitors to Black Barns animal or bird wise. One 
otter appeared on the 30

th
 July, herons have been wading up and down the river 

and on 28
th

 of August a pair of Flycatchers were feeding their young (we thought 
a tad late as they are supposed to be on their way to Africa).  Also we saw our 
first hedgehog for a few years. 

Doug Tantrum 
Reporting from Black Barns 

In the last edition of the Parish Magazine (144) I wrote about some 
memories of Helen Simpson, regarding the work of her stepfather Grevile 
Phillips, County Land Agent and Valuer for the Herefordshire County Council. 
I made some small errors which I wish to correct. 
Helen described how Sir Richard Cotterell came to visit Mrs Clowes during 
the war to discuss issues with her about the progress of the war effort in 
developing more effective agricultural output among small holders. But it 
was her stepfather (and not Sir Richard) whom she described as having skills 
as a water diviner, which he sometimes successfully displayed to those 
cottagers he visited. (At the funeral of Grevile Phillips there was a great 
turnout of those he had encouraged and helped, indicating the high 
standing in which he was held). Sir Richard’s wife, Lady Evelyn, took a 
detailed role in discussions for the development of Queen’s Wood as the 
People’s Park, and always attended meetings bringing her own sandwiches 
for lunch. 
Helen’s longstanding association is with St John’s Ambulance (rather than 
the Red Cross), for which she is a serving sister for the Order.  
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
A new season of theatre trips! And just as Strictly Come Dancing hits our screens 
again, we shall be going to see our own dance - Riverdance. This is at the Bristol 
Hippodrome, 2.30pm performance, on Sunday 5 October.  The coach will be 
leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 11.00am, so please be there ten minutes or so 
beforehand, so that we can leave on time. 
 And if that’s not enough excitement in one month, we are then going to 
Malvern to see The Mousetrap! For this show, we shall be leaving Weobley at 
12.30pm for the 2.30pm performance on Wed 15 October.  
 I have also booked the seats for Top Hat on Wed 26 November, 2.30pm 
at the Bristol Hippodrome, leaving Weobley at 11.30am. 
 If you haven’t booked, but would like to go to any of the above shows, 
let me know and I will put you on the cancellation list. 
 

For more information please ring Kate Best 01544 318513 or email 
bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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DRAMA IN DILWYN! 
Friday 7th November, 2014 at 7.30pm 

Cedar Hall Dilwyn, in conjunction with Arts Alive proudly present 
THE PEARL a play adapted from a novel by John Steinbeck. 

“When an impoverished pearl diver finds the ‘pearl of the world’, he thinks that 
his life will be transformed forever. But seduced by its beauty and the promises 

of riches he is blinded to the pearl’s destructive power..... thought  provoking and 
entertaining,  this was performed at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2013. 

Tickets £8 adult, £5 child from Ruth Davies on 01568 720 226 or email : 
ruthdavies2010@gmail.com 

Bar and informal seating. Doors open at 7pm 
Please come along and support this rural touring event and keep the Arts in the 

hearts of our community. 

 
HEREFORDSHIRE - A WILDLIFE HAVEN? 
 

I don’t know what it is about 
Herefordshire, but wildlife reserves 
in this county seem to be decidedly 
thin on the ground.  Ewyas Harold 
Common is notable, but compared 
to many southern counties, such as 
Hampshire and Dorset, we are 
positively impoverished.  There the 
beautiful, if frequently isolated, 
chalkland reserves abound in 

butterflies, orchids, and other exotica, that up this way are hard-pressed if not 
long extinct.  It is all the more welcome, therefore, to find areas of local land that 
are given over to wildlife and natural plants, although to leave them so, as 
“waste” to some minds, one gets the impression might be thought of almost as a 
sin if not economic madness.  However, happily one such area is Pigmore 
Common, a piece of old wet common land of barely 2 hectares, bounded by 
Tippets Brook and the southern parish boundary of Eardisland.  Here you may 
still go and listen to the distinctive coo of the stockdove, “the rarest of the wild 
European pigeons”, nesting in the hollows of old trees, and often heard calling 
from the alders and willows; and you can watch birds and insects that have long 
since been driven out from other land around about.  Most valuable of all are the 
plants that survive here to provide food and habitat for wildlife such as bumble 
bees and butterflies, for here there are long grasses, bird’s-foot trefoil and 
nettles for the caterpillars; and thistles, clover, and trefoil as sources of nectar for 
the adults. 

mailto:ruthdavies2010@gmail.com
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In July the tiny golden Essex Skippers can 
be found here, especially near the road at 
its eastern end near the willows, taking 
nectar from thistles and clover, and then 
breeding and laying their eggs in the 
grasses deeper within the site.  Here also 
is a last beleaguered population of the so-
called “common” blues, except common 

they no longer are, driven out from such areas as The Leen, at Pembridge, and 
Bircher Common, where none has been seen for several years.  At Pigmore the 
blues fly during August into September, taking their nectar and laying their eggs 
on the yellow trefoil bordering the road, but lately the roadside verge has been 
cut some three metres in breadth from the road-edge, despite the fact that it is 
within this area that the thistles and trefoil are most likely to grow.  More 
disturbing still is the timing of the cut of the common itself, in recent years done 
at the end of August, when locally the common blues are still in the middle of 
their breeding season, and it is of small wonder that their numbers here have 
lately been so pathetically small.  Their food plants are laid low, and the chances 
for the late-breeding insects and their caterpillars to survive are virtually nil.  To 
cut and maintain a piece of common according to a management plan is indeed 
commendable.  However, to maintain it with intelligence, sensitivity, and a 
knowledge and understanding of what is actually going on there, might be 
considered not just commendable but inspired.  Let us hope that things can be 
given a chance to improve. 

Peter Klein 
 

CIRCLES OF SUPPORT 
 
Everyone has something valuable to give.  We all need friends who bring out the 
best in us and empower us to enrich our community.  As Quincy Jones said, 
“Imagine what a harmonious world it would be if every single person, both young 
and old, shared a little of what he is good at doing.”  ACSYL (A Circle Supporting 
You for Life) makes this possible for individuals who are at risk of social isolation 
for any reason.  The organisation would like to hear from anyone who feels they 
might benefit from a circle of friendship, advocacy and support.  
 ACSYL's team of Community Connectors has been trained to build and 
facilitate robust, lifelong circles of support.  Each circle is unique because it is 
designed to suit the central person's particular talents, aspirations, wishes and 
needs.  Circle membership is by invitation only - from the person at the centre.   
 Support for life means just that.  As the central person's wishes and 
needs change over time, the circle adapts to suit.  This gives the person a good 
life for the long term, surrounded by loving supporters who will champion 
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his/her cause, stepping in as advocates when necessary – even when family 
members are no longer around.  Professionals have their place, of course, but a 
good life means much more than using services and having paid support.  For 
good health and a satisfying life, everyone needs friends. 
 The methodology underpinning ACSYL's work comes from Canada, 
where it was first developed in the 1980s (www.plan.cca).  PLAN stands for 
Planned Lifetime Advocacy Network.  From there the model spread to the US, 
Australia and Europe.  The Scottish organisation, Equal Futures, has been running 
successfully since 2004 (www.equalfutures.org.uk .  ACSYL was established near 
Ross-on-Wye in 2012. 
 For more information, ring 01989 555 006, visit www.acsyl.co.uuk or e-
mail info@acsyl.co.uuk     
 
ENERGY SAVING 
 
It’s been over two years since Caplor Energy installed 9.69kWp Solar Panels on 
the Village Hall in Woolhope. The Hall was one of the first to take part in Caplor’s 
unique Community Solar Initiative enabling communities to benefit from Solar 
Panels without the barrier of the upfront costs, by paying these costs back over 
time. CSI has been so successful that it has now incorporates all Caplor’s 
renewable technologies such as Solar Hot Water and Biomass Boilers and re-
named the Community Energy Initiative.  
 The latest European aim is to cut carbon emissions by 40% by 2030 so 
Woolhope Village Hall is ahead of the game! And your home could be doing it 
too! With the chillier months just around the corner – this is the right time to 
start making some changes. 
 Did you know that energy use in the home accounts for 4.5 tonnes of 
carbon emitted per household (Source: Energy Saving Trust). To make small, 
manageable change to your home - you just have to ask the right questions:  
 
1. How is your home heated? Gas is cheaper to run than electric. Top tip - 
your room thermostat should be set to the lowest comfortable temperature - 
typically between 18°C and 21°C. In my house we never go above 17°C if we can 
help it. If you think it’s a stretch – turn your thermostat down, one degree at a 
time, every week, or month. You’ll be surprised at how comfortable you end up 
feeling after just a couple of months. It’s easy! 
 
2. Is the loft insulated? You could save around £250 a year by installing loft 
insulation if you haven’t already. There may even be grants available to do this. 
Visit www.moneysavingexpert.com The utilities section has more advice on this. 

 
 

http://www.plan.cca/
http://www.equalfutures.org.uk/
http://www.acsyl.co.uuk/
mailto:info@acsyl.co.uuk
http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/
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3. Have you got a new boiler or an old one? The Domestic Renewable Heat 
Incentive or RHI was launched this Spring by the Government to help you replace 
your oil or gas dependent heating system with a renewable energy source such 
as Biomass or Solar Thermal. You get paid to heat your home. Caplor Energy have 
a Homeowner RHI guide – email me, kika@caplor.co.uk to get yours. 
 
4. Are you using energy saving appliances? UK households could still save 
nearly £1.3billion a year by switching to more energy-efficient products. By using 
your appliances with electricity you produce from the sun, you would be making 
significant cuts to your carbon footprint and saving money. Get paid to produce 
the electricity through Feed-in-Tariff. 
 For more advice on how you can make realistic energy saving changes to 
your home visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk and www.caplor.co.uk/energy 
Tips Page. Caplor Energy are a leading local renewable energy installer who 
actively help home owners take energy saving measures. Call them on 01432 
860644 for tailored home energy saving advice or even for your business and 
follow in the pioneering footsteps of Woolhope Village Hall. 
 
YOUR VEHICLE TAX 
 
From Wednesday 1

st
 October 2014 you will no longer be required in law to show 

a tax disc on your car (check for motorbikes and lorries etc.)  It is important to 
understand that this does not affect how much you pay, or the rate at which you 
pay. From October, everything is electronic. Police cars have systems 
automatically to check all your tax, insurance and licence details (ANPR). The 
fines for failing to have your vehicle fully legal remain the same. 
 When your tax is due you will receive the usual reminder and you pay as 
normal - the only difference is that you won’t get a printed tax disc. 
 If you sell your car, you claim for the remainder of the tax on that 
vehicle, and start again with any car that you buy as a replacement. It’s up to you 
to work out whether this means more money for the Revenue. 
 If you wish to look at this online, please make sure that you go to an 
official government website, this is what you need: 
 

www.gov.uk 
 

 From this site you can access all services from passports, to income tax 
to . . . whatever is government. Be careful to avoid sites which may be something 
like www.gov-tax.uk - these are scams and to be deleted. 
 

Editor 
 

mailto:kika@caplor.co.uk
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
http://www.caplor.co.uk/energy
http://www.gov.uk/
http://www.gov-tax.uk/
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EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
   Email:   chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 

© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 
The post of liaison officer for the Parish Council is currently vacant 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. 

 
The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf format on the village website: 

 
Please visit: www.eardisland.org.uk  

 
Unlike the printed version, most photographs and some advertisements appear in colour. 
You may need to download Adobe Acrobat reader, which you can find on the web by 
using Google. The program is entirely free. 
 

 

Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
 

FRIDAY 7
th

 NOVEMBER 2014 
 

COPY TO BEN WOODCOCK - PLEASE SEE EDITORIAL FOR DETAILS 

 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
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