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EDITORIAL 
 
My thanks go to Ben Woodcock for editing the magazine whilst I was away at the 
end of last year. In the meantime I am sorry to have to report another death, that 
of Mrs Weir. Our condolences go to her friends and family. 
 By the time you receive this it will be a little late, but a well-meant 
‘Happy New Year’. 
 2015 will see some significant developments both in the village and 
nationally. Probably the most important local act will be the submission of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan which, when concluded, will form a legal 
planning framework for the future of the village. There are further details on 
page 10. 
 Then there is the village hall, with a new Management Committee which 
includes a team representing organisations in the village that use the hall 
regularly. We shall see how that changes the Village Hall. Nationally, we have the 
general election on Thursday 7

th
 May, one of the most important for quite a time. 

 Whilst away, I was interested to read Maryan Hanson’s article in the last 
magazine about road markings. There has been extensive research done on this 
in the Netherlands, and the general conclusion is that the fewer distractions for 
road users the better, including road markings. Apparently, it’s all about the 
‘uncertainty principle’, in other words, if people are unsure, the tendency is to be 
cautious. So, although the road marking proposals seem to be counter-intuitive, 
they do make sense. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015 
 

Wednesday 28
th

 January Eardisland Twinning Association Special Meeting, 
VH, 7.30pm, page 23 

Thursday 29
th

 January Share a Care, see page 22 

Saturday 31
st

 January ETA Coffee Morning, VH, 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Tuesday 17
th

 February Soup and Pancakes, see page 16 

Tuesday 17
th

 February VH Management Committee, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 21
st

 February Final Flood Report, VH, 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Thursday  26
th

 February Eardisland in Bloom AGM, see page 29 

Thursday 26
th

 February Share a Care, see page 22 

Saturday 28
th

 February Eardisland Village Band and Friends, see page 12 

Friday 6
th

 March Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Saturday 21
st

 March W.I. Spring Coffee Morning, VH, 10.00am onwards 

Sunday 22
nd

 March Herefordshire Borders ‘O’ Gauge Group, see page 8 

Saturday 28
th

 March Litter pick, see page 29 

Sunday 29
th

 March Last day to return application forms for church roll 

Thursday 23
rd

 April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 7
th

 May Election Day 

Friday 8
th

 May Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Friday - Monday, 8 -11 
May 

Eardisland Twinning Association visit to La Vieille 
Lyre 

Thursday 21
st

 May Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm followed by 
Annual Meeting of PC, VH 

Thursday 25
th

 June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 10
th

 July Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Thursday 23
rd

 July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 11
th

 September Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Thursday 17
th

 September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 22
nd

 October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6
th

 November Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

 
Please think ahead when planning events. It is important that we do not get 
clashes of dates, or that facilities that you may be wanting to use, like the Village 
Hall, are unavailable because of previous bookings. It would be helpful to get 
known dates in the Village Diary in the magazine and on the website as soon as 
possible. 
 If dates are close to magazine distribution dates, please err on the side 
of caution and put the date in an earlier edition - there is no guarantee that the 
magazine will be distributed on any given date. 
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OBITUARY - CONSTANCE (CONNIE) ANNE WEIR 
 

Mrs Weir passed away on 15
th

 December 
2014 aged 87. Her funeral took place at 
midday on Friday 2

nd
 February at St 

Mary’s Church, Eardisland. She was 
interred in the churchyard.  
 Mrs Weir, as she will always be 
to me, seemed to have farming and the 
countryside running through her veins. 
Her first husband, a farmer, was tragically 
killed in a farm accident and their son was 
named in his memory, Reg. Subsequently, 

Mrs Weir remarried and thus moved to Eardisland in 1966. She had three 
children, Margaret, Reg and Christine. 
 Like me, I imagine that most will have known Mrs Weir through her 
ownership of the farm shop and pick-your-own, which she started with her 
husband, Bob, in 1976. I was told a story of the time that sums up their attitude 
to the village. 
 In 1977 there was a very harsh winter with deep snow, so much so that 
the lanes were all blocked. Burton Court was cut off for some time, and the Weirs 
decided to mount a rescue operation for the stranded inhabitants. Groceries 
were packed by Connie, and Bob sent on the delivery. He succeeded in getting 
through, much to the relief of Helen Simpson, who told me the tale. 
 Upon Bob’s death, Mrs Weir ran the farm shop and pick-your-own with 
the aid of her son Reg. It was a hard life. Even in the coldest of weather, Mrs Weir 
would be there with a smile and ready for a chat. Eventually, the shop and land 
were sold to the Munn family who ran it for some years before selling up. 
 The opportunity to take life a little more comfortably was a big relief for 
Mrs Weir and she greatly enjoyed the final years of her life. 

Chris Bivand 
 
THANKS 
 
Stan and Ann Marie, Edward and Carol and Tina and Carmen would like to say a 
big ‘thank you’ to all who attended Mary’s funeral and sent cards of sympathy. 
 The donations were very generous and over £600 was shared between 
The Royal British Legion, Dilwyn branch and the Dementia Research Society. 
 We also send a big ‘thank you’ to the ladies of the W.I. for their catering 
expertise on the day. 

Stan Blatchford  
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THE ANNUAL REVIEW:  compiled by Barry Freeman 
Once again we are in the month named after the most ancient of all Roman gods.   
Janus was the guardian of thresholds, conveniently endowed with two faces to 
enable him simultaneously to watch over the interior and look ahead along the 
road stretching into the distance. Time to take a look back at the fast-fading year 
of 2014 and ahead to 2015 slowly appearing over the horizon. 
 
INNOVATIONS IN 2014: 
 
LOCAL LINKS MEETINGS have been held monthly throughout the year. Founded 
and organised by Margaret Milchard and Sue Wallis, the meetings are essentially 
informal opportunities for local residents to share opinions, information and any 
concerns, accompanied by light teatime refreshments. Meetings are free, drop-in 
events; no membership and no monthly raffle.  In addition, a register is kept of 
local people willing to help with practical difficulties of all sorts and information 
on contacts with the wider social services is available. Meetings are prominently 
advertised in the parish magazine. 
 
ACCESS TO PARISH FOOTPATHS has been significantly improved by our two 
volunteer footpath officers Sue Wallis and Jo Watson. Our local footpaths open 
up the rural parish surrounding the village to both residents and visitors. Jo and 
Sue have worked tirelessly throughout the year, liaising diplomatically but 
effectively with landowners, Herefordshire and Eardisland Councils, and putting 
in considerable personal effort clearing undergrowth.  A detailed summary 
appears elsewhere in this magazine. 
 
EARDISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN is being prepared by a 
Steering Group of volunteer residents appointed by and answerable to the Parish 
Council.  The group’s work is currently at the half-way stage.  Up-to-date progress 
is available on the community website and from the parish magazine.  This is our 
local part of a nationwide process. 
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THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2014 
4 Mar        Lunch at Luctonians Club, Hospice Friends Group 
16 Mar        Model Railway Exhibition, Local Enthusiasts 
29 Mar        Coffee Morning for Hospice, Women’s Institute 
19 Apr        Big Breakfast, Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
17 May        Plant Sale/Swap, In Bloom Group 
5 Jul        Garden Fete at Glan Arrow, PCC 
19 Jul        Open Garden at Black Barns, Bowls Club Committee 
2 Aug        Coffee Morning, Twinning Association 
2 Aug        BBQ at Hardwick House, PCC 
17 Aug        Duck Races on millstream, Village Hall Committee 
23-24 Aug     Open Gardens, PCC 
4 Sep        Coffee Morning at Holmlea, Hospice Friends Group 
6-14 Sep        H-Art Exhibition, Eardisland Art Group 
6-21 Sep        Churches Festival Exhibition, PCC 
12-15 Sep      Visit of guests from La Vieille Lyre, Twinning Association 
13 Sep         Ride and Stride event, PCC 
17 Sep         Quiz, Village Hall Committee 
14-15 Nov      Local Plan Exhibition/Consultation, Parish Council 
19 Nov         Christmas Bingo, Village Hall Committee 
21 Dec         Candlelit Carol Service, PCC 
24-25 Dec      Christmas Services, PCC      
 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS AND SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
 
The following bodies have all continued their annual contribution to our varied 
community life and wellbeing. 
 
Parish Council and footpath officers       Parochial Church Council 
Village Hall Management Committee     Church Flower Guild and Cleaners 
Village Hall Trust           Hospice Friends Support Group 
Women’s Institute          Whittington Educational Trust 
Eardisland In Bloom ‘E’ Team         Dovecote Trust 
Archaeology and Local History Group     Community Shop Association 
Twinning Association          Village Band 
Bowls Club           Art Group 
Darts, Pool and Quoits Teams         Local Links, Share-a-Care Group 
Parish Magazine           Community Website 
 
For the first time since its foundation some 20 years ago, the Neighbourhood 
Watch group does not feature in this list of organisations. Keith Mitchell had been 
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a popular, enthusiastic and extremely efficient co-ordinator of the group, and his 
sad demise on 21

st
 June was mourned throughout our community.   

 If anyone is interested in filling this voluntary gap in our parish structure, 
please contact Barry Freeman who will be pleased to provide details without any 
obligation (01544 388226). 
 
THE COMMUNITY 
As always, 2014 has brought its share of joy and sorrow.  We have had weddings, 
christenings and, sadly, funerals.  Our parish magazine has published obituaries 
for Mary Lowe, Keith Mitchell, June Manzoni, Ian Watson, Mary Blatchford and 
Michael Roberts.  Some had been residents here for many years, others were 
more recent newcomers: all were widely known and widely respected members 
of our community.  We miss them and our community is the poorer for their 
passing. 
 A few residents have moved away from Eardisland: here it is appropriate 
to acknowledge the contribution to our community life of Ann-Marie and Pete 
Dedman.  Both were regular volunteers in the community shop, and Pete was a 
cool session guitarist with the Village Band plus being the Senior Wheelbarrow 
operative for Eardisland In Bloom ‘E’ Team!  We shall miss them and wish them 
well. 
 A similarly small number of new residents have come to join us and we 
extend our customary warm welcome to them and hope they enjoy many happy 
years here. 
 
THE MOVERS AND SHAKERS 
 
Who are they? They are the people who make a difference; the people who 
ensure that Eardisland keeps making progress, moving forward year after year. 
They are the people who transform a village from a chance collection of 
neighbouring residents into a community. 
 
This review, as in any other year, lists a wide variety of events  
and active organisations and groups.  Our whole parish adult population totals no 
more than the equivalent of half a dozen average streets in a town.  People 
choose to join groups for a variety of reasons.  One factor binds them together:  
THEY ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS. 
 Volunteers are the lifeblood of any community.  They give their time, 
their energy and, not infrequently, their money to ensure we are a living 
community. 
 VOLUNTEERS ARE THE MOVERS AND SHAKERS.  Without them there 
could be no annual review and nothing to look forward to. 
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As this magazine goes to press, we shall be saying goodbye to two more stalwart 
volunteers, Esther and Graham Simpson.  Esther has added two events to our 
community calendar; the revival of the Village Show, and the institution of the 
Flower Festival for church funds, as well as taking a prominent role in the church 
Flower Guild’s regular contributions to enhancing the church. 
 Graham has provided conscientious support in these activities, and 
served as an effective Parish Councillor from 2003-2011, providing particularly 
well-researched information on road safety and flooding. 
 Both employed their range of talents and interests in various community 
activities, most notably perhaps in their enthusiastic active membership of the 
Eardisland Twinning Association. 
 
A FLYING START TO 2015 
 
THE VILLAGE HALL will be the focus of the first innovation of 2015.  A separate 
article in this magazine provides details.  It is written by Ruth Brinton-Bivand who 
has taken up the challenge to inspire and guide a new voluntary management 
committee. 
 Finally it is appropriate to record that the outgoing Village Hall 
Management Committee served for 35 years.  The village primary school closed in 
July 1979: as so often it was the vision and determination of one person who 
gathered support for the purchase and conversion of the redundant school into a 
much needed village hall. 
 Those of us who have been around since those days know exactly how 
much our community owes to Gill Richards. The story of all the events we have 
enjoyed in the building during the past thirty years would fill a complete edition 
of the parish magazine. 
 Thank you Gill, and all your committee members.  Well done,  
you deserve a rest. You’ll be a hard act to follow! 
      
HEREFORDSHIRE BORDERS "O" GAUGE GROUP 
 
On Sunday 22

nd
 March  from 10am - 4.30pm in the Village Hall at Eardisland we 

are holding a model electric train running session using the East Midlands test 
track.  
 All are welcome to attend and admission will be £2 and accompanied 
children free. Refreshments will be available all day including bacon rolls! 
 If you bring your own  "O" gauge finescale rolling stock please note that 
you will need your own insurance cover. 
 

Contact Doug Tantrum  01544 387972, dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The Open Meeting for the Flooding Alleviation Feasibility Study took place on 10 January. 
Claire Storer from Parsons Brinckerhoff, the hydrology consultants undertaking the study, 
gave a presentation on the response to the recent questionnaire that went to all 
households in the Parish. The full presentation can be accessed on the village website but 
some of the main points are: 

 73 responses (around 30% response rate) to questionnaire  

 Average length of time in the house 20 years; 38% households receive flood 
warnings 

 15% experienced flooding at property; 6 responses stated internal flooding 

 66% reported restricted access to property 

 64% attributed primary cause of flooding to watercourses, 25% to highway flows, 
11% overland flows 

 Main concerns – insurance premiums; flood damage to property; impact on house 
values; loss/disrupted access to property 

 Frequent flooding causing disruption equal in importance to more severe flooding 
causing property damage  

 Alleviation measures thought to be most effective – increased maintenance to 
watercourses, drains and sewers; upgrade of existing drainage systems  

 Actions/solutions – 19% willing to assist clearing drains/channels; 11% willing to be 
involved in Eardisland Parish Council Flood Working Group; 56% willing to support 
increase in precept to fund minor works 

 Options identified for further investigation as part of the study – remove/lower weir 
at Mill Stream offtake; channel improvements, principally Southalls Brook; Tadpole 
Bridge improvements; overland flow routing; property flood protection/resilience. 

Various issues were noted during questions and answers including: ground water; sluice 
gate removal/change; flooding from Twyford; flat gradient so lack of drainage to Southalls 
Brook. Mary Dhonau, Community Flood consultant, was unable to attend the meeting but 
has given a list of insurers who cover flood risk areas – please contact the Clerk for a copy 
or download it from the website. Mary is happy to receive queries by email. 
Please note: Open Meeting on Saturday 21 February 10.30-12.30 for the final report. 
 
White lining – after much discussion and consultation the Parish Council decided to accept 
the suggestion of having white lines at the sides of the main road through Eardisland, with 
a central white line only through the S-bend by The Latchetts. Councillors will be meeting 
Simon Hobbs from Herefordshire Council soon to discuss the white gates and planting to 
go at the village entrances. 
 
The Parish Council wishes to acknowledge the huge contribution that Gill Richards has 
made to Eardisland as Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee for 30 years. 
Without Gill, the hall would not be here today as a vital resource for the parish and the 
Parish Council is very grateful and offers good wishes for a peaceful retirement from this 
role. The new committee started at the beginning of January and the Parish Council look 
forward to working with them. 

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk.  07789 322771; Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE – January 2015 
 
In mid-November 2014 the Steering Group circulated a consultation form and 
held two days of Open Events in the Village Hall. There was a very encouraging 
response with 34% of households returning forms and 93 people attending the 
Open Events. More details are available on the community website, 
www.eardisland.org.uk. The Steering Group has looked at all the comments 
made during the consultation and is working steadily to address the issues raised. 
It was an extremely valuable exercise which highlighted areas within the draft 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) that need more consideration. We 
would like to thank all those who attended and contributed. 
 
Following the consultation, the intention was to be able to present the revised 
NDP to the Parish Council for adoption and then to parishioners, the wider 
community and statutory consultees in early February. In the meantime, a 
planning application for 10 houses (7 market and 3 affordable) on land adjacent 
to The Elms (Planning application no. P143390/F) was submitted to Herefordshire 
Council. If approved this development would contribute towards the required 
proportional growth of housing in Eardisland as defined within the emerging 
Core Strategy for Herefordshire (14% of existing housing within the village 
envelope or about 20 houses).  
 
In December, Eardisland Parish Council considered the application at an extra-
ordinary meeting. After hearing views from local residents, the PC supported the 
application, conditional upon assurances that the flood risk to current residences 
will not be exacerbated. Although the applicants had done a lot of preparatory 
work, the Environment Agency has nevertheless responded with objections. This 
site is actually on flood zone 1, but to get into and out of the village (access and 
egress in planning terms) residents have to use roads in flood zone 3, which in 
severe weather are liable to flood. The Environment Agency has  based their 
objection on this issue and raised concerns about emergency evacuation. The 
eventual decision of Herefordshire Planning Authority on this application is likely 
to have implications for aspects of future development within Eardisland. 
 
On Thursday 15 January 2015 the Eardisland NDP Steering Group met with 
Samantha Banks, Neighbourhood Plan Team Leader at Herefordshire Council’s 
Neighbourhood Planning Department and Claire Parker of Kirkwells, our Planning 
Consultants for the NDP. The aim of the meeting was to discuss the next steps for 
the NDP and to ascertain whether it is feasible to proceed before a decision has 
been made on the above Planning Application.  
 
 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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Sam Banks has outlined our possible options as follows:  
1)      Put forward a robust case that proportional growth is not possible due to 
environmental constraints. This has the potential to be challenged if there are 
development possibilities outside of flood zones 3 and 2.  
2)      Produce a criteria-based policy within the plan which will allow for 
proportional growth within or adjacent to the current built form. This will not 
require the defining of a settlement boundary or allocation of sites. Any planning 
applications will be adjudged against our criteria policy as and when they are 
submitted. 
3)      Define a settlement boundary which has enough capacity to allow for 
proportional growth. This will require us to undertake work to ascertain that 
there is sufficient capacity within the settlement boundary for growth.  
4)      Define a settlement boundary and allocate sites for future development. If 
we plan to allocate sites, a robust site search will be required in order to reduce 
the risk of challenge at the examination stage.  
 
Some of these options are more restrictive than others. All of the possibilities, to 
a greater or lesser extent, are affected by the weight given by Herefordshire 
Planning Authority to the question of access and egress to properties in flood 
events.  However, it may be some months before we know what its response will 
be. The Steering Group will meet again on Thursday 29 January to discuss further 
the implications of this situation and to decide how to go forward. Realistically 
the decision may be to suspend work on the NDP until the planning decision is 
made. However we hope to keep the momentum going and continue revisions of 
other aspects of the Plan where possible. 
 
On behalf of Herefordshire Council’s Neighbourhood Planning team, Sam Banks 
was generally complimentary about the Draft Plan. She did emphasise that 
whichever of the above routes we eventually went down, additional robust 
research and evidence would be needed to support our decision in legal terms. 
 
All Steering Group meetings are open to the public and we hope to see you 
there. There is a public forum at the end of each meeting for you to put your 
point of view. The dates of meetings are published on the noticeboards and the 
website. In the meantime, we are always keen to hear your suggestions as to 
what the parish’s Neighbourhood Development Plan should look like. If you are 
unable to attend a meeting but would still like to contribute, please get in touch 
with either of the following Steering Group members:  
Richard Kirby (Chair) 01544 388810 rthk@btinternet.com and 
Caroline Marsden (Vice Chair) 01544 388868 cmarsden@freeuk..com  
 
or Alison Sutton (Parish Clerk) 07789 322771 eardislandclerk@gmail.com   

mailto:rthk@btinternet.com
mailto:cmarsden@freeuk..com
mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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Eardisland 
Village Band 

 

BANISH THE WINTER BLUES! 
 

An Evening of Entertainment 
with 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND 
AND FRIENDS 

 
Saturday 28th February 2015 

Eardisland Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
Cabaret Seating 

 

PLEASE BRING ALONG A DRINK (GLASSES PROVIDED) 
 

RAFFLE IN AID OF AGE UK, LEOMINSTER 
(GREAT PRIZES – ALL EDIBLE/DRINKABLE) 

 

Tickets £6.00, under 13s free 
Tickets from Eardisland Community Shop 

and 

evb@eardisland.org.uk/ 01544 388375/ 07773 706147 

mailto:evb@eardisland.org.uk/
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THE FUTURE OF EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE 
 
As a follow-up to the article in the November magazine (p. 13), this progress 
report outlines the work of the Village Hall Management Committee and the H-
Team over the last couple of months.  
Committee Members 
The committee members, elected officers and user group representatives are as 
follows: 

 Bob Aldred – representing the Village Band 

 Richard Bartholemew - representing the Art Group 

 Ruth Brinton-Bivand - Chair 

 Jo Edwards - representing the W.I. 

 Steph Griffiths – Treasurer and Bookings Co-ordinator (see below) 

 Caroline Marsden - Secretary 

 Anne Mitchell - representing the Pilates classes 

 Tracie Preece 

 Julie-Ann Richards 

 Albert Sheffield - Vice-Chair and Parish Council Liaison 

 Kate Thompson – representing the Village Show Committee 

 Chris Watson - representing the E-Team 
George Alderson is also retaining his role as “Book-keeper” to the Committee to 
assist the Treasurer.  
Not every community group using the Village Hall is yet represented. If this is the 
case for your group, please consult with your members and elect a 
representative to attend the next meeting. 
Structure and Responsibilities of the Committee 
Most of the November committee meeting was given over to a presentation 
from Richard Timney of Community First and to a discussion on the most 
appropriate format for the Management Committee. Further to Richard’s advice, 
it was agreed that all members of the Management Committee would become 
Managing Trustees, with the Charity Commission being the Holding Custodian 
Trustee. (More detail of the structure and responsibilities is included in the 
minutes of the November meeting.) The Parish Council will remain the owners of 
the Village Hall on behalf of the community. 
H-Team 
Working alongside the Management Committee, the H-(Hall) Team is helping out 
with events and jobs in the hall.  There are currently over a dozen individuals, 
couples and families who are helping out in this way. Anyone else wishing to join 
the H-Team would be most welcome – please contact Wendy Cross (388725) for 
more details. 
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Meetings 
The Management Committee Meetings will normally be held in the Village Hall 
on the third Wednesday of the month.  Exceptionally, the February meeting will 
be one day earlier. The next two meetings are therefore on Wednesday 21st 
January and Tuesday 17th February at 7.30pm in the Village Hall All future dates 
will be published in the Parish Magazine and on the Parish Website 
(www.eardisland.org.uk). 
Agendas and Minutes 
The agenda of each meeting will be published in advance on the Parish Website 
and in a file to be kept on the window shelf in the Dovecote. After apologies have 
been received and the minutes of the previous meeting agreed, the first item at 
each meeting will be a timed “Open Forum”. Any parishioner or user of the hall is 
warmly encouraged to table items in advance for inclusion on the agenda and 
also to present questions or statements during the “Open Forum”. After the 
forum, the meeting will then continue in closed session to work on the rest of the 
agenda. The minutes of each meeting will be submitted for approval at the 
subsequent meeting, prior to publication on the website and in the file. Draft 
minutes will also be available. 
Social and Fund-Raising Events 
The bingo evening on 19

th
 November was very well supported – both by players 

on the night and by generous gifts of prizes. Many thanks are owed to Tracie for 
leading on the organisation of the event. It was great fun and also an excellent 
fund-raiser, with almost £200.00 being added to the funds of the Village Hall.  
Cleaning and Maintenance 
Cath Dyer has decided to stand down as the cleaner of the hall after a long period 
of service and the Committee would like to thank her for all her work over the 
years. At the time of writing, the Committee is receiving quotations for a one-off 
professional “deep clean” of the hall and for an on-going contract with a cleaning 
company. The latter will initially be for a three-month trial period and will 
probably entail cleaning the hall three times a week in the very early morning. 
(Hirers will still be expected, please, to leave the Hall in a clean and tidy state.) 
A group of Committee and H-Team members has begun to undertake some 
small, but urgent, maintenance work in the hall. To date, all light bulbs have been 
checked and replaced as needed, the fan in the Gents has been renewed and the 
old blind removed, the external notice board lock repaired and measurements 
taken to put up shelving in the two large storage cupboards. An initial sort and 
tidy of the kitchen and Art cupboards has also been completed. 
Medium-Term and Longer-Term Planning 
In the medium and longer term we wish to consult with professionals and to seek 
grants to develop a viable and achievable plan to refurbish, update and improve 
the existing facilities.  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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Bookings 
Steph Griffiths has taken over from 1

st
 January as Bookings Co-ordinator for the 

Village Hall – please contact her on 01544 387621 or 07968 810137 or 
griffithss900@gmail.com. Steph will be able to pass you/email to you a booking 
form which will include details of where to collect/return and sign for the keys. 
The Committee will be reviewing the current hiring fees for the Village Hall at the 
January meeting. 
Your Views 
Our Village Hall is a vital community building which is here for us all. Please come 
along to a meeting and give your views or, if you prefer, please contact any of the 
committee members listed above. We really want to hear from you and look 
forward to your feedback. Thank you. 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2014 
 
 Door-to-door collection raised                    £597.25 
 Church collection    £140.50 
 Overall collection                                £737.75 
 
On behalf of the Royal British Legion Poppy appeal 2014, I would like to thank 
you all so much for your incredible generosity, in this, the 100

th
 anniversary of 

the start of World War I. The door to door collections and Church collection, on 
Remembrance Sunday raised the total of £737.75. This is a wonderful 
achievement, taking account of our country’s slow but steady recovery from the 
global recession. 
 I would like particularly to thank: Pat Roche, Rita Kirby, Cherry Brooks, 
Barry Freeman for all their hard work and also The Tea Rooms, The Cross, The 
White Swan, Rita’s Tea Rooms, The Caravan Park and the Village Community 
Shop for allowing the display of poppies and collection boxes. 
 If you would like to give a little of your time for next year’s Poppy 
Appeal, please contact me on 01544 387678.                                                                   

Graham Madeley 
 
EARDISLAND FOOTPATH REPORT 
 
            Please report any concerns about the local footpaths to: 
Jo Watson and Sue Wallis,  01544 388066,  Email: dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

mailto:griffithss900@gmail.com
mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS TREE, OH CHRISTMAS TREE!  
 
On the 20

th 
December a rather bare Christmas tree was waiting in St Mary’s 

Church to be transformed by local children and their Mums. At 2pm the Church 
door was flung open and in came the happy smiling faces of chilly children all set 
to throw tinsel, baubles and any other glittery little item on the tree. 
 Lots of fun was had with writing their own little prayer and Christmas 
messages on white card hearts that were then hung on the tree. We also 
indulged in hot chocolate with marshmallows and all sorts of goodies brought in 
by the children and mums.  
 I would like to say a big thank you to all the children with a special thank 
you to Joe Lynch who told me that he had stayed up until 9.30pm making cakes, 
well done Joe they were delicious. 
 Thank you mums for your help, the tree looked wonderful and has been 
much admired. 
 Same place same time next year? 

Dian 
 
EARDISLAND CHURCH ROLL 
 
The 2015 revision of the Church Electoral Roll is to take place during March, 
Application forms for new members will be available in the Church from Sunday 
1st March; completed application forms need to be returned by 29th March. 
People already on the electoral roll need not apply.  

Mike Coleburn 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
On a wet and windy day on Tuesday 11th November, many people braved the 
weather to come to the Pre-Christmas Coffee Morning held at the Luctonians 
Rugby Club. With all the space this venue offers we were able to see more goods 
as well as having plenty of space to sit with friends and have a coffee. The event 
raised £724 for the Hospice and concluded the fund raising for 2014. Many 
thanks to all who contributed in any way. 
 The first event in 2015 is the popular Soup and Pancake Lunch which will 
be held on Tuesday 17th February at the Luctonians Rugby Club from 12 noon to 
2.00pm, but don't be too late as we might run out of food. It is always a popular 
occasion, so do try to join us and help to get our New Year fundraising off to a 
good start. 

Dorothy Brown  388389, Beryl Hoda 388131, 
Annie Mitchell  388605 (all 01544 code) 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783 
   rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens     Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland 
       Tel: 01544 388131 
                                                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                                                Tel: 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 
 

 
CHURCH SERVICES 18

TH
 JANUARY - EASTER 

Sunday 18
th

 January  

6 pm Taizé Service (no morning service) Eardisland 

 

Sunday 25
th

 January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 1
st

 February  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 8
th

 February  

11.00 am Benefice Service - Commemoration of 
the Battle of Mortimer’s Cross 

Aymestrey 

 

Sunday 15
th

 February  
9.30 am 

 Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Wednesday 18
th

 February  

7.30 pm Ash Wednesday 
Benefice Holy Communion 

Kingsland 

 
 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 22
nd

 February   

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

Sunday 1
st

 March   

9.30am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

Sunday 8
th

 March    

11 am Education Sunday  
Benefice Service 

Kingsland 

   

Sunday 15
th

 March    

9.30 am Mothering Sunday  
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 

   

Sunday 22
nd

 March 9.30 
am 

Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

Sunday 29
th

 March   
 

  

11 am 
                                      6.30  
pm                                 

Palm Sunday - Holy Communion 
 
Taizé Service 

Kingsland 
 
Aymestrey 

   

Thursday 2
nd

 April  7.30 
pm 

Maundy Thursday 
Benefice Service 

Kingsland 

   

Friday 3
rd

 April 2-3 pm Good Friday 
Meditation Service – The Last Hour 

 
Eardisland 

   

Saturday 4
th

 April 2.30 pm Making an Easter Garden in the 
Church with refreshments – All 
Children Welcome 

Eardisland 

   

Sunday 5
th

 April 9.30 am EASTER SUNDAY 
Holy Communion 

Eardisland 
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FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 
The new year rolls on and I hope that you 
have entered it with thoughts of new 
projects and possibilities? The pattern of the 
year remains the same, but we are in a 
different place each time we fall upon each 
season, but wherever you find yourself this 
new year, I hope you can see a way forward. 
On the television leading up to the new year 
there were reviews of the past year, and it is 
true that over the past year we have seen 
the death of a goodly number of Eardisland 
faithfuls and loved ones. In the run up to 
Christmas Connie Weir died and a service 
was held at the beginning of the year to give 
thanks for her life and the long service she 
gave to this community and to many further 

afield through the  farm shop and pick your own that was set up here in 
Eardisland in 1976.  
 What does 2015 hold? There will be a Taize service in church on Sunday 
18

th
 January at 6pm. There was one a year ago and another before that and many 

people appreciated the unthreatening space with candles and Taize chants and 
readings and silence. Lasting less than an hour, but still dress warmly or bring 
your hot water bottles, because it is a space to sit and pray and think. Taize is a 
town in France where a community of monks set up a place of reconciliation 
during the war, and it has continued ever since, appealing to young people who 
gather in hundreds and thousands over the year to meet together from all 
nations to talk and to worship together in the way (but on a much bigger scale) 
that we will gather together in church. I hope you might like to come and see? 
Riding Lights are coming back to Eardisland in March and Beryl has written about 
that for you, so much to be excited about. We said prayers for Plough Sunday in 
church, and I’m sort of hoping that when we reach Jan 2016 we might have a 
plough to bless – perhaps out on the road by the war memorial – offers gratefully 
received. Our thoughts and prayers were with all who are preparing the land and 
setting forth to sow and grow in the parish this year. 
 Thank you to all who made Christmas the great mystery and gift of love 

and light and Jesus that it is. The church looked stunning and that was due to the 

hard work of many people. I look forward to journeying together over this 

coming year. God bless you and all those you love.  
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RIDING LIGHTS COMING TO EARDISLAND AGAIN! 
 
Many of you may remember the wonderful performance of  the play ‘a different 
drum’ performed by the York-based Riding Lights Theatre Company in the Church 
in 2013.  We had a terrific response from the village and beyond and so we have 
decided to ask the company to come and perform for us again. ‘Inheritance’ is 
Riding Lights’ Passion play for 2015 and they will be staging it for us here in 
Eardisland Church during Lent  on the evening of WEDNESDAY 25

th
 MARCH. 

‘Inheritance’  weaves the strands of the biblical Passion into a dramatic new 
narrative.   It evokes the community where Jesus lived, the people who knew him 
best, the powers that brought him to execution. It is a communal experience of 
theatre and worship and the performance provides an opportunity to reflect on 
Christ’s Passion and space for the audience to make their own response at the 
foot of the Cross should they wish. 
 This year we have managed to obtain money from our Diocese to fund 
this Riding Lights performance and so we have decided that there will be no 
charge for admission. 
 We are very much hoping that this will provide an opportunity for those 
who are not regular churchgoers, or who felt excluded last time because  of the 
£10 price of the tickets, to come and experience Riding Lights. However the 
space in the church is limited to 100 people so we still need to know whether or 
not you would like  to come. 
 

Please BOOK SOON to avoid disappointment. 
 

Please ring Beryl Hoda on 01544-388131 to book your seat. 
We can promise you  a most thought-provoking and exciting evening. 

 
Beryl Hoda  

On behalf of St. Mary’s Parochial Church Council 
 
KNITTING AND CROCHET CLASSES 
 
Are you interested in learning more about knitting or crochet? If so, I shall be 
taking some classes once a week from the end of January for 6 – 8 weeks. My 
days of preference are Tuesday or Thursday morning, but this is flexible to some 
degree. I am happy to teach complete beginners or to help on more difficult 
techniques, such as lengthening or shortening a garment, picking up stitches, 
adding in colour etc. 
 If you are interested, please email Kate Best (bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
or  01544 318513). Any profits will go to The Air Ambulance charity. 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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Wot! No Volunteers?! 
 

Your Community Shop 
needs more volunteers in 
order to maintain the level 
of service we have grown 
used to.  
 
Volunteering is a great way 
to meet new people and make new friends. 
 
It is not arduous and you can volunteer for as many or as 
few hours as you like. The rota is split into one hourly 
slots and just one hour a week to suit your diary would 
make all the difference.  
 
The shop will remain open Tuesday 20th January and 
Thursday 22nd January from 4pm – 4.30pm for you to 
pop in and find out more – no obligation! 
 
The Eardisland Community Shop is run for the benefit of 
the community.  
 
It is administered by an elected committee and no one is 
paid for their services.  
A share of any surplus is put into a fund to support 
projects within the community. 
 
Please help to keep this valuable asset open. 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
Extraordinary/Special General Meeting  
2015 sees the tenth anniversary of Eardisland’s first visit to La Vieille Lyre and 
this gives us a big milestone to celebrate. Please join us at the Extraordinary/ 
Special General Meeting without obligation, find out more and have your input. 
Everyone from Eardisland parish and from our neighbouring communities would 
be most welcome. The meeting will take place on Wednesday 28

th
 January 2015 

at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. If you love France and things French (including food 
and wine), enjoy making new friends and generally having fun, please come along 
to the meeting and find out more. You do not need to speak French – many of 
our friends in La Vieille Lyre in Normandy have at least a little English. The 
twinning associations both in Eardisland and in La Vieille Lyre are keen to 
encourage some younger members to become supporters of our twinning 
activities and would welcome families with primary or secondary age sons or 
daughters to join in trips to France or to host our French friends in Eardisland if 
you so wish. What an opportunity for you students of French to put to practical 
use, in a fun way, all that hard work at school or college…  
 
Visit to La Vieille Lyre 8

th 
to 11

th
 May 2015 

Our French friends in Normandy have invited us to visit them for this long 
weekend in May and several spaces are still available. Would you be interested? 
We always try to keep the costs as low as possible and we will discuss possible 
travel arrangements at the meeting on 28

th
 January. (For the future, we hope to 

consider timing visits both ways to coincide with school holidays.) 
 
Coffee Morning  
To offer a relaxed opportunity to find out more about the Twinning Association, 
and for you to share your ideas for possible new ways forward, we also hope you 
will join us at our Coffee Morning in the Village Hall on Saturday 31

st
 January, 

10.30am to 12.30pm. 
 
Fun French Quiz 
Finally, please take the opportunity to win yourself a bottle of French wine or 
some French sweets! Just complete the quiz on the following two pages, tear out 
your completed entry and hand it into the Eardisland Community Shop by 
4.00pm on Friday 30

th
 January or at the Coffee Morning by 11.30am on Saturday 

31
st

 January, together with your £1.00 entry fee (in aid of Twinning Association 
funds). Please use the Internet, books, friends or any other information source to 
help you. In the event of a tie, a draw will be held at the coffee morning to 
choose the winner. Bonne chance!                  

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION QUIZ 
 
Win a bottle of French wine or some French sweets – just hand in your 
completed quiz, together with your £1.00 entry fee, to Eardisland Community 
Shop by 4.00pm on Friday 30

th
 January 2015 or bring it along to the Coffee 

Morning in Eardisland Village Hall by 11.30am on Saturday 31
st

 January. 
 
Name:                                                                                Telephone:  
 
 
1. Which famous Paris attraction was constructed for the 1889 World Fair?  
 
2. Which famous Paris museum contains a glass pyramid?  
 
3. In front of which famous Paris monument is Kilometre Zero of the French 
national highways located?  
 
4. In which French town was Joan of Arc burnt at the stake in 1431?  
 
5. Which city is considered to be the gastronomic capital of France?  
 
6. Which annual festivity is known in French as the ‘Réveillon de la St Sylvestre’?  
 
7. What day of the year is Bastille Day?  
 
8. What type of animal includes the breeds Charolais, Normande and Blonde 
d’Aquitaine? 
 
9. What type of animal includes the breeds Briard, Bichon Frisé and Dogue de 
Bordeaux?  
 
10. At what time of day would you eat ‘le petit déjeuner’?  
 
11. What is ‘bouillabaisse’?  
 
12. What is a ‘croquembouche’? 
 
13. What is a ‘croque monsieur’? 
 
14. On which part of the body would you wear ‘pantoufles’? 
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15. On which part of the body would you wear ‘un slip’?  

16. What product includes the famous French brands of Guerlain, Rochas and 
Annick Goutal?  

17. Which English singer had a hit alongside Serge Gainsbourg with ‘Je t’aime, 
moi non plus’ in 1969?  

18. Which French singer famously sang ‘Thank heaven for little girls’ in the 
musical ‘Gigi’?  

19. Which French actress had two children with Johnny Depp and was partner to 
him from 1998 until 2012?  

20. Which French actor and film star became a citizen of Russia and moved there 
in January 2013 as a protest against the French tax system?  

21. Who is the current President of France?  

22. Which singer is married to the previous French president Nicolas Sarkozy?  

23. Who became French President having organised the French resistance from 
abroad during World War II?  

24. For which occasion or for what particular day of the year would you normally 
buy chrysanthemums in France?   

25. Why would you not want to find ‘préservatifs’ in your jam?  

 

In the case of a tie, the winner will be drawn at the Coffee Morning in 
Eardisland Village Hall on Saturday 31st January 2015. 

 
 
 

With many thanks to the Presteigne and Norton Twinning Association 
for the design of this quiz. 
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VILLAGE WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATION 
 
You may recall the appeal that was 
made earlier this year, for help in 
tracing the 13 men who are listed 
on the village’s war memorial. 
Firstly, thank you for the 
information you have kindly 
provided, it has enabled the WW1 
Commemoration Group to trace the 
lives of those local men who went 
off to war from our village, but 
never returned. 
 The Group is also grateful 
to those people who kindly came 
forward to loan items which relate 
to World War 1, for use in the 
village WW1 Commemoration 
Exhibition. The Exhibition is 
intended to remain in the village 
permanently, as a tribute to both 
those villagers who gave their lives 
for their country and also those 
who went off to war and returned 
and those who remained, to work 
on the land. 
 The Exhibition has now 
expanded and moved to the 
upstairs display area of the 
Dovecote. 
 Going forward, it is 
intended that the exhibition will 
prove useful as both an educational 
facility, for local schools and 
colleges, whilst also providing an 
additional tourist facility, for our 
many seasonal visitors. To achieve 
this goal, its content will change, 
periodically, to reflect the course of 
the war. 

A special ‘thank you’ must be given 
to the Gittoes family, who have 
provided a wealth of information 
about their family’s service during 
WW1 and also for kindly loaning 
items for the display. The Group 
continues to seek the loan of items 
relating to WW1, for use in the 
display. 
 In 2014, both the Parish 
Council and Village Community 
Shop fund, gave grants amounting 
to £250.00 each. This enabled the 
Group to purchase a display board, 
which has been used to display the 
narratives of both those named on 
the memorial but also allowing us 
to tell the stories of families of 
present day villagers, who went off 
to serve their country. 
 Plans are already being 
formulated for 2015, to try to 
secure funding via the National 
Lottery World War 1 
Commemoration Fund and 
purchase an audio visual display 
unit and professionally produced 
interpretation boards. 
 Finally, If you would like 
your family’s story of WW1 to be 
researched and/or told, please 
contact me and I will be very happy 
to undertake the task. 
 

Graham Madeley 
gmadeley@cwgsy.net  

 01544 387678 
 

  

mailto:gmadeley@cwgsy.net
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TRAVELS - part 1 
During November and the first 
part of December 2014, Ruth 
and I made one of the longest 
journeys that we have done, or 
are likely ever to do again. The 
project was to visit New 
Zealand, flying via Singapore. 
The first stage of the planning, 
then, was to investigate 
Singapore, and to this end we 

recalled that Henry Simpson, of Burton Court, lives and works there. Not only 
was Henry extremely helpful, but also invited us for drinks at the American Club 
(twice), quite an experience in itself. 
 So, what of Singapore? Well, it’s about 85 miles north of the equator, 
which means that it was both hot and very humid and it’s a long way, some 13 
hours’ flight. The short trip from the airport to the hotel, which was fairly central, 
gave us sight of some of the old colonial buildings, mostly now surrounded by the 
glass and steel towers of the business and commercial districts, please see photo. 
 We learnt that modern Singapore was founded in 1819 by Sir Stamford 
Raffles as a trading post of the East India Company and that the British obtained 
sovereignty over the island in 1824 and stayed there until 1963 when the 
territory gained independence - it’s now a republic. I guess we all know of the 
occupation by the Japanese during the Second World War, and the capture of 
many British troops who suffered terribly in prisoner-of-war camps. One was my 
paternal uncle, who survived (just) and was rescued by the Australians. He was 
six feet in height, and weighed five and a half stone when found. 
 We visited Raffles Hotel, named after Sir Stamford, one of the world’s 
top establishments, with its associated Long Bar, home to many a bohemian and 
the famous Singapore Sling, the latter being a powerful cocktail with lots of ice - 
just right after a morning of heat and humidity. 
 Of course there is much to see, too much for our relatively short stays, 
but we did get to ride the enormous ferris wheel, The Flyer, wander around the 
quite wonderful botanical gardens and the various orchid houses, visit the 
national museum and take the cable car across to Sentosa Island and Fort Siloso. 
 Singapore is a hugely affluent place thanks to the business and financial 
operations and this is reflected in the modern buildings, the cars and the 
shopping malls. It’s truly racially mixed, with Indian, Chinese and Arab areas, 
together with enclaves of ex-pats of many nationalities. 
 This was really a very interesting place to visit, and, thanks to Henry, we 
were able to squeeze a great deal into our limited time. 

Chris Bivand 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_of_modern_Singapore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Stamford_Raffles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Stamford_Raffles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_Company
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
There are two important dates for your diary:  
 
Thursday 26

th
 February @ 2.30pm, our AGM in the Tea 

Rooms by kind permission of Mr Barry Freeman. 
 
Saturday 28

th
 March @ 10am – Litter pick. Meet outside the 

shop.  
Phil Milchard 

 
LOCAL AUTHOR: BOOK REVIEW 
 
Editor’s note: Dr. Lorna Selfe had a distinguished career as an Educational 
Psychologist before her formal retirement. I say formal, because she is not the 
kind of person to retire completely and continues to be active in this interesting 
and important work. It may come as a surprise to you that you will almost 
certainly have come across someone - adult or child - who has a form of autism. 
 
 
“AUTISTIC SPECTRUM DISORDERS: ALL THAT MATTERS” BY LORNA SELFE 
 
Lorna’s earlier book about a severely autistic child named Nadia, who had 
extraordinary drawing abilities, from the age of 3, resulted in a great deal of 
international interest. Research into autism has developed in many directions 
since. In her most recent book, written from the perspective of a practitioner who 
has worked in the field of identification and treatment throughout her career, she 
provides clear information relating to the current developments in autism. In 
particular, she examines the major changes in the understanding of the condition 
following the publication in 2013 of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition, (known as the DSM5). This lays out the diagnostic 
criteria for ASD, the reported incidence of which has been steadily rising in recent 
years. The National Autistic Society (based on 2011 census) indicates that at least 
one child in 100 is on the autistic spectrum.  This has given rise to concerns 
among professionals about issues of accurate diagnosis and assessment. Three 
levels of severity are, for the first time, suggested by DSM 5 and this will impact 
on interventions and understanding of the condition in the future.  
 The book is written to inform the interested lay person, parents, 
teachers and students who wish to have an up-to-date overview of autistic 
spectrum disorders, description, diagnosis, assessment and treatment. It is 
written at a watershed in the understanding of ASD. This is because the tool used 
for diagnosis (The DSM 4) has been very substantially revised with the publication 
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of DSM 5. For example, Asperger’s Syndrome has now been subsumed under the 
ASD umbrella so that it will no longer remain as an identifiable category.  In 
addition, three levels of severity have been introduced. These changes will 
inevitably lead to developments in the ways in which autism is understood in the 
future, in assessments and possibly in treatment regimes.  
 
The author explains how knowledge of ASD is currently improving rapidly, 
especially due to research into genetic causes. The book controversially poses the 
view that ASD is not a single identifiable entity but results from a number of 
different genetic abnormalities with certain common features. Other  issues 
discussed  concern  the difficulties of accurate diagnosis and assessment, the 
possible reasons for the ever-growing number of children and adults diagnosed as 
being on the spectrum and the huge difference in need between those with 
severe autism and those who are high-functioning.  The book advocates various 
ways that teachers and parents might assist the person with ASD according to 
level of severity; in addition, relevant books, films and TV programmes for the 
interested parent, student or layperson are helpfully suggested. 
 

Autistic Spectrum Disorders: All That Matters 
Published by Hodder & Stoughton £7.99 

 
THE EARDISLAND BRITISH LEGION 
 
A photograph appeared in the 
Hereford Times in November 2014 
of the Eardisland British Legion 
taken in November 1928. There 
were no names attached. I was 
alerted to the photograph by a 
phone call from Janet Boydell (nee 
Kington). She  grew up on Grove 
Farm and her father Jim is seen in 
the photo. I was able to provide her 
with a better copy and many of the 
names.  The photograph was given 
to the Oral History Group in 1994 by 
the late Tom Mainwaring, whose 
father is also in it. He was able to  
provide most of the names of the 
men seen. However, there were a 

few missing. I contacted  Peggi 
Olausen in New Zealand who, as 
ever, is a wonderfully helpful 
correspondent, always happy to 
provide new information when 
possible. She was able to identify 
some and add a few more names 
more speculatively. I am grateful to 
her and if anyone can complete the 
missing names it would be very 
useful to receive them. It is 
interesting to note that there are 
several names of men who may still 
have relatives in the village. 
 

Paul Selfe 
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The following data was provided by Tom Mainwaring (1994) whose father 
appears in the photo. Additional information was provided by Peggi Olausen.  
The members include: 
Top row (l-r): (1). .............? (2). Davy Rogers; (3)....................? (4). Tom Drew; (5). 
Jack Miles;     (6). George Corfield; (7). Harry Hope. 
Middle row (l-r): (1) Frank Rogers (2) Bill Snead (3) Charlie Smith (snr?) (4) Jim 
Kington (5)Tom Weir  (6) Ted Holt (7) Andrew Bray (8) Jack Price 
(9).....................(?) 10 Albert Mainwaring (11) Tom Partridge (12) M. Price (13) 
Harry Mewies (14) Ned Bengry (15) Robertson (Burton Court?) (16) Jack Arnett 
(17) George Watkins (18) Edgar Griffiths (19) Archie George 
Bottom Row (l-r) (1).................(?) (2)...................(?) (3) Bill Morgan (4) Laurie 
Greenhough (5) Bill Hall  (6) Neville Parker  (7)...............(?) (8) Jacky (Rock 
Powell?) (9) Harry Owens (10) Ted Price. 
                     
Further suggestions from Peggi Olausen (December 2014) 
She says that it is likely (but not certain) that also in the photograph are the 
following (but she cannot identify where they appear):   
*Joe Downing (of Moss Hill). 
*Jim Eckley (of Hinton Manor). 
*Harry Davies (of Arrow Mill?) 
*Jack Hunt (of the black and white houses opposite The Elms). 
*Tom Rimmer Senr.  (of the  Manor House). 
*George Kay (of  The Cross). 
 
If anyone can confirm these names and identify them in the photo the 
information would be useful to add. 
 
EARDISLAND - THE PLACE NAME 

 
       In 1890 the Reverend Barker, Vicar of Eardisland, read a Paper at a meeting 
of the Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club titled: 
 

ERISLONDE, ALIAS EARDISLAND, ALIAS ARELAND. 
 

       Before continuing his text, I must point out and indeed stress that Barker’s 
views at the end of what he wrote, the comment relating to Eardisland, which I 
also include, is not in line with what has been said by two authoritative 
Historians, one not very much later than Barker (1916) and one much more 
recently (1989). I return to them both later. Barker is included in this only for the 
sake of completeness.   
       After his heading Barker continued by saying: 
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                              So does this place appear among the livings discharged of this 
Deanery in Bacon’s ‘Liber Regis’ of 1786; and in Dingley’s ‘History from Marble’, 
compiled in the reign of Charles II. and printed for the Camden Society in 1867, we 
have it Erdestland. I have also seen it Aresland; being on the banks of the river 
Arrow we find too Areland vel Eardisland, quasi  Arrow-land; and we have even 
now in these days of general education sometimes Yurzland. There are various 
conjectures respecting the meaning of Eardisland, and in my endeavour to get at 
the right interpretation I have received much kind help from a respected member 
of our Club, Chancellor Phillott, and also from Professor of Anglo-Saxon at 
Cambridge, the Rev. Dr. Skeat. 
       This was followed by three paragraphs, fifty two lines in all, in which he 
discussed what his correspondence with Professor Skeat had revealed, and then 
put forward a few ideas of his own. He concluded with the opinion: 

..., I am inclined to feel satisfied that the place ‘in which we take the liberty of 
residing’ is the land of the wolf’s home..., 

 
       And so to the first of the two authoritative historians to whom I have alluded 
above. 
       Published in 1916, ‘Printed for the Author’ is: 

The Place-Names of Herefordshire  
Their Origin and Development 

by The Rev. A.T. Bannister, M.A.  
Canon Residentiary of Hereford Cathedral 

       Bannister’s listing for Eardisland is one of the longest which he includes; 18 
dated spellings with the source of the information also detailed. They range in 
date from 958AD to 1786 and he follows the list by commenting: 

There seems no reason to doubt that this is, as tradition says, Earl’s Lene from 
O.E. EORL. 

The 16
th

 and 17
th

 century forms in ARE- are due to assimilation with Arrow, the 
river on the banks of which EARDISLAND  is situated. For the second element see 

LENE. 
       [His ‘O.E.’ stands for ‘Old English’, often loosely referred to as ‘Anglo-Saxon’]. 
 
       In his same publication Bannister also includes, under the heading: 

Lene [Domesday Hundred]. 
1086  Lene, Dom. 

This name is applied in Dom. and later to a whole district,which is roughly the 
valley of the Arrow between KINGTON and LEOMINSTER. Low-lying land, it 

possibly took its name from  
W. LLION, ‘floods,’ ‘streams’.  It is the second element in the names of  

KINGSLAND, EARDISLAND, and MONKLAND; and it may be the first element in 
LYONSHALL, and even of LEOMINSTER.  
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       The second Historian of this area to whom I have alluded, Bruce Coplestone-
Crow, published his Herefordshire Place-Names in 1989. [BAR Series 214]. 
       Coplestone-Crow lists 16 spellings including ‘Lene’ and one variant of it. He 
too quotes his sources. His list ranges in date from ‘1067-71’ to ‘1269’, which 
provides an interesting contrast to Bannister whose 18 listed spellings date from 
958AD to 1786. Of Bannister’s 18 only three (including ‘Lene’) are from before 
1269, Coplestone-Crowe’s most recent of the 16 dated spellings which he cites. 
The early spelling which they both include is Urselane in 1243.                                                                                                                                  
       But back to Coplestone-Crow’s text. He finishes with a brief summary: 

‘Earl’s Leen’; v. District Name Leen. The earl is Morcar, son of earl Algar of East 
Anglia, who had the estate before 1066 (DB).  

       I have no copy of what he says about District Name Leen, but I have seen it 
and know that it is similar to what Bannister, and also others much more recent 
than Bannister, also say. 
       Points of detail aside, there is no doubt that modern scholarship has it that 
the place-name Eardisland originated as Earl’s Lene and that the earl was Morcar, 
Earl of the Northumbrians. 

George Alderson 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 

 
The weather for November continued to be fairly mild 
 with temperatures ranging from 5°C to 15°C,  but with 
overnight frosts to -4°C.  The recorded rainfall was  89 
millimetres (3.5 inches) with barometer pressures at 
28.8 to 29.8. The river level varied from 14 - 32 inches. 
 Temperatures continued to be fair into 
December, ranging from 5°C to 12°C with frosts again to 
-4°C. Barometer pressures ranged from 29.16 to a high 

of 30.14 on Monday the 29th. A flood warning on the 12th gave us 22 mm of rain  
(0.866 inches) the river rising to 47 inches from 10 inches with a total rainfall for 
Dec of 50mm (2 inches). 
 Total rainfall for 2014 was 913 mm (36 inches), with 12 inches of rain 
falling in Jan/Feb, compared with 671 mm (26 inches) in 2013. 
 Naturewise,  our usual visit of two moorhens has increased to five on 
the 31st of Dec, with three buzzards bringing a baby on the 3

rd
 Nov that seemed 

to be content to occupy an old crows’ nest on the other side of the river. 
 

Doug Tantrum 
Reporting from Black Barns 
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WAGS AND WELLIES DOG WALKING EVENTS THIS SPRING 
 

Your four-legged friends are invited to our 

series of sponsored dog walks. 

 There will be routes through 
Herefordshire’s most picturesque fields, 
woodlands, riverbanks and country lanes. 

 There is a real sense of community 

spirit at the heart of this ever-popular event. 

Wags and Wellies is perfect for getting out and 

about with friends and family, and a chance to meet new people. There will be many 

doggy-themed stalls from local businesses for you to browse after the walk, so you will be 

supporting your local community as well as your Hospice. Collect three special St 

Michael’s Hospice dog tags - one from each event. There will be plenty of dog-tastic 

entertainment for pets and their owners at every venue.  

Hereford, Sunday 8th March - The 5km walk starts and finishes at Wyevale Garden 

Centre, Hereford with halfway refreshments at Breinton Village Hall. All dogs will receive a 

doggy treat and a blue St Michael’s Hospice dog tag. 

Leominster, Saturday 18th April - The 4km walk starts and finishes at Brightwells in 

Easters Court and takes you along part of the beautiful Kenwater river.  All dogs will 

receive a doggy treat and a red St Michael’s Hospice dog tag.  

Ledbury, (venue and date TBC: please contact the Events Team to receive priority 

booking) - All dogs will receive a doggy treat and a green St Michael’s Hospice dog tag. 

For each event, there will be demonstrations from the Paws For Thought Display Team 

(you can even have a go yourselves in the Doggy Dash!) and a professionally-judged "Just 

for Fun" dog show. 

Entry fees 

Individual walks: Pre-entry £5 per adult -£3 per child under 16. On the day entry £7 per 

adult - £5 per child under 16. 

All three walks: Pre-entry for all three walks £12 per adult - £7 per child under 16. 

For more information and for terms and conditions, please contact the Events Team on 

01432 851000 or visit our website on http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/Events/wags-

wellies 

 

You'd be barking mad to miss it! 
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A husband went to the police station to file a "missing person" report for his 
missing wife: 
Husband:  Lost my wife, she went shopping and hasn't come back yet. 
Inspector:  What is her height? 
Husband:  I never checked. 
Inspector:  Slim or healthy?. 
Husband:  Not slim, can be healthy. 
Inspector:  Colour of eyes? 
Husband:  Never noticed. 
Inspector:  What was she wearing? 
Husband:  Not sure whether it was a dress or a suit. 
Inspector:  Was she driving? 
Husband:  Yes. 
Inspector:  Colour of the car? . . . . .. 
Husband:  Black Audi A8 with supercharged 3.0 litre V6 engine generating 
  333 horse power teamed with an eight-speed tiptronic  
  automatic transmission with manual mode. It has full LED  
  headlights, which use light emitting diodes for all light functions 
  and has a very thin scratch on the front left door, then the  
  husband started crying. 
Inspector:  Don't worry sir, we will find your car. 
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USE OF ENGLISH 
 
The English language has some wonderful collective nouns for various groups of 
animals. We speak of a school of fish, for example. 
 What about the crow family? Well, it’s a murder. So, it should be a 
murder of crows (as well as their cousins, rooks and ravens). Then we have an 
exaltation of doves and, presumably because they look so wise, a congress of 
owls. 
 Now consider a group of baboons. They are the loudest, most 
dangerous, most obnoxious, most viciously-aggressive and least-intelligent of all 
primates. And what is the proper collective noun for a group of baboons? 
 Believe it or not, a parliament! Says it all, really. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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