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EDITORIAL 
 
I am pleased to say that those of us who attend the Kingsland surgery and its 
satellites, now have a local representative. Details are on page 7. Please do take 
the opportunity to contact Diane if there are matters that you wish to raise. 
 David and Sue Wallis contacted me recently and asked me to include 
this: “We would like to thank all the kind people in the local community who 
have supported us through David's recent operation and his recovery. We have 
been overwhelmed by the care and concern shown to us and appreciate it very 
much”.  
 I was also pleased to hear that ‘Share a Care’ has yielded results. I 
received the following from Margaret  Milchard: “Thanks to ‘Share A Care’, one 
of our parishioners had the foresight to contact someone in ‘the group’ when 
they had a fall. An ambulance was called and a chain was set in motion to help 
out. At our last get together in the village hall, it emerged that ‘the group’ had 
given them the confidence to make the initial contact. Join us if you’re free for a 
cup of coffee and a chat on the last Thursday in every month. ‘Share A Care’ 
really does work!” 
 Finally, we have ceased running the B & B at Arrow Bank after fourteen 
years. During the time we have been in business, hundreds of visitors have 
enjoyed the village and the surrounding area. Their comments are testament to 
how lucky we are to live in Eardisland. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015 
 

Thursday 21
st

 May Annual Parish Meeting, VH, 7.00pm 

Saturday 30
th

 May Plant Swop, VH, 10.00am 

Monday 1
st

 June Multiagency ‘Walkaround’, page 6 

W/E 6
th

 and 7
th

 June Kingsland Open Gardens, page 7 

W/E 13
th

 and 14
th

 June Open Gardens, page 20 

Wednesday 17
th

 June Hospice Friends Big Tea Party, Kingsland, 
2.00pm 

Wednesday 17
th

 June VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

W/E 20
th

 and 21
st

 June Gardens in the Wild, page 20 

Sunday 21
st

 June Open Gardens, Fawley, page 22 

Thursday 25
th

 June Share a Care, page 14 

Thursday 25
th

 June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Sunday 28
th

 June Open Garden, Brilley Court, page 22 

Wednesday 1
st

 July Eardisland Village Shop AGM, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 10
th

 July Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Saturday 11
th

 July 60s and 70s Night, page 13 

Wednesday 15
th

 July VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 23
rd

 July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 30
th

 July Share a Care, page 14 

Saturday 15
th

 August Pudding Evening - details in July edition 

Wednesday 19
th

 August VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 3
rd

 September Eardisland Coffee Morning, page 7 

Saturday 5
th

 September Eardisland Village Show, page 23 

Friday 11
th

 September Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Wednesday 16
th

 September VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 17
th

 September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 2
nd

 October Morrisons Collection, page 7 

Wednesday 21
st

 October VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 22
nd

 October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Sunday 24
th

 October Craft and Produce Event, page 21 

Friday 6
th

 November Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Thursday 10
th

 November Pre-Christmas Coffee Morning, Luctonians - 
details later 

Wednesday 18
th

 November VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Wednesday 16
th

 December VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 
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OBITUARY - DOUGLAS JAMES COLLINS (JIM) 29
th

 May 1929 - 7
th

 March 2015 
 
This is a précis of the eulogy given by Mr Thomas Roskill at the Thanksgiving Service in the 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland, on Saturday 11

th
 April 2015. 

 
“A most honourable man who would never contemplate 
anything shoddy or Jerry-built either in his financial or his 
human relationships - a most humble man who was a good 
host and kind friend". 
 "Gentleman Jim" was a nickname people used to 
describe Jim - never in any sort of derogatory manner but 
totally out of respect for the man he was, and in the 
impeccable way he conducted his dealings with them and 

"Gentleman" is a word that has repeatedly been used by people talking about 
him. 
 Jim was one of three children. After starting at a local school at Colwyn 
Bay, he and his elder brother Bruce, went to a prep school at Worthing in Sussex. 
They were living at Colwyn Bay in North Wales, and those days, the 1930s, were 
before motorways and fast cars and it took Jim's father two days to drive the 
boys down to St Ronans in his Lanchester Tourer and two days to get home 
again. During the war the school was evacuated to Dorset but Jim and his brother 
were moved to a private school at Trearddur Bay near Holyhead, Anglesey. Both 
boys went on to Uppingham School, Rutland. 
 Jim then did his National Service in the Army, serving first in The Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers and ultimately in the 3rd Royal Horse Artillery until, having 
broken a leg, he was discharged from Bradbury Lines Hospital in Hereford. 
 Jim took an entrance exam for Cambridge which he passed, but places 
were mainly allocated to returning  servicemen and decided to pursue a career as 
an Estate Agent. 
 So Jim went as a young man to work for Benson and Rogers Coltman, 
passing all his exams by correspondence course, which in itself was quite an 
achievement. 
 Jim and Anne met through her sister Rosemary and their courtship 
whirled between the Shropshire countryside and London social life. They were 
married at Chipping Camden and started their 54 years of married life in a small 
house in the middle of Kingsland before moving to Breinton House on the 
edge of Hereford, where they were close to his parent's home - Wyecliff House. 
Jim was devoted to his mother whom he visited every day and was very 
concerned with his father's deterioration in health and ultimately moved him 
into a Nursing Home in Malvern. 
 Jim, remarkably, worked for the same firm for the whole of his working 
life until he retired in about 2001 at the age of 72, his retirement being hastened 
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by the fact that foot and mouth was raging around the country at the time and 
he was unable to move about the county to do his job. 
 Jim's office in the mid sixties was a rather unimposing and 
unpretentious one above a shop in Leominster, as anyone who visited him there 
will remember. He worked with a number of estates in Shropshire and 
Herefordshire from there in the mid 60s to 80s. 
 In the later years of his career his main role was as Agent at Garnstone 
Estate for the Verdin family, and he then moved his office to Ledgemoor on the 
Estate. 
 Jim had a real love of the countryside and a feeling for it and, in 
particular, a love of trees. When Jim and Anne came to Hardwick in 1968 there 
were virtually no trees left on the place as the previous owner had cut down and 
sold everything of value except for a few Poplars and one or two other trees. Jim 
set about planting up woods and shelterbelts that are now maturing and are a 
great memorial to him and a result of all the hours of hard work that he put into 
caring for them. At the well-wooded Garnstone Estate there used to be a large 
forestry staff working under Jim and he also, of course, oversaw the work on all 
the properties there, as he did at Hardwick and Bearwood where all the houses 
have been brought up to modern standards and other farm buildings converted. 
 Jim was a lover of fishing and shooting and was a very good shot. Those 
privileged with an invitation to shoot at Hardwick and Bearwood knew that it was 
not the quantity of the bag that mattered to Jim but the quality of the wine and 
the port that he served over long lunches! 
 Jim was Churchwarden for the church of St Mary the Virgin, Eardisland, 
for 35 years from 1975 to 2010 and was always a regular worshipper. He lived by 
his faith, was always glad to help others and the Church was as important to him 
as his trees. He largely over-saw the first two phases of the reordering of the 
church interior as you see it today with pews removed, the screen renovated and 
moved to its present position and the millennium glass doors to the belfry, as 
well as major renovations to the Belfry and the Belltower. He was very well 
versed in the way the church works and the vagaries of the Faculty System and 
was always well-prepared in the presentation of the schemes for the reordering. 
 Jim and Anne were avid fundraisers for this church, not only opening 
their gardens in aid of the church (and Jim was very knowledgeable about plants 
as well as trees) but also holding an annual barbecue in their barn at Hardwick to 
raise more funds for this church. 
 Jim's ashes now lie buried by the third buttress on the south side of the 
church he loved and served. 
 We must thank him for his friendship and for the example he set in his 
life that we should all endeavour to emulate in the way we lead our lives. He will 
be missed by many. 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
In the election for Parish Councillors 
on 7

th
 May, only 5 people were 

nominated for 7 Council seats in 
Eardisland. Therefore there was no 
need for a contested election and 
the following people were elected 
unopposed: Maryan Hanson, Phil 
Milchard, Richard Kirby, Edward 
Thomas and David Weir. If you are 
interested in being co-opted onto 
the Parish Council to fill one of the 
vacant seats, please contact the 
Parish Clerk as soon as possible. 
 During the recent litter 
pick, a number of dog waste bags 
were removed that had been 
thrown into hedges. Please be 
responsible and put dog waste bags 
into the general waste bins when 
you have cleared up after your 
dog(s). 
 On a number of occasions 
recently, it has been noted that 
grass and tree cuttings have been 
allowed to enter the Mill Race. This 
has led to the weir being clogged up 
and the risk of more serious 
damage and has meant the E-team 
donning the waders to clear out the 
vegetation. Please make sure that 
your garden waste cannot get into 
the Mill Race. 
 At the March Parish 
Council meeting, it was reported 
that there had been some recent 
vandalism on the play area, with 
damage to some of the railings and 
litter spread around. The Council is 
currently applying for grants for 
new equipment for the recreation 

ground. However the Council 
agreed that if there was a repetition 
of vandalism at the play area, they 
will consider withdrawing the 
applications. Please encourage the 
young people of the parish to act 
responsibly so that everyone can 
enjoy the facilities. 
 
Multiagency Walk-Round the 
Parish 
Following the final report of the 
recent Flood Alleviation Study, the 
Parish Council is undertaking a 
multiagency walk around the parish 
on Monday 1

st
 June to identify 

pinch points and specific defects 
that do/may affect the risk of 
flooding within the parish. The 
agencies involved will be: the 
Environment Agency, Balfour Beatty 
on behalf of Herefordshire Council, 
the River Lugg Internal Drainage 
Board and the Parish Council. The 
Lengthsman will also attend. 
Please let the Clerk have 
information and details about any 
specific areas/pinch points that you 
feel should be considered during 
the walk-round. Landowners will be 
asked to join the walk at the 
relevant time to walk their land, as 
part of the exercise will be to 
identify riparian owners and agree 
measures to deal with issues.  
However, the walk-round is not 
planned as an open event as there 
will be a lot of ground to cover in a 
short space of time.  
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The Council will be very grateful for 
information from parishioners that 
will help identify where 
improvements to water flow and 
drainage can be considered to 
reduce the risk of flooding in the 

parish. Please contact the Clerk, 
Alison Sutton, on 
eardislandclerk@gmail.com  or  
07789 322771 by 28

th
 May with any 

information, so a route and map 
can be prepared. Thank you. 

 
Alison Sutton. Eardisland Parish Clerk 

7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD 
 

THE MORTIMER PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
I am delighted to report that my plea for a village representative has been 
answered by Diane Lee volunteering to represent the village. She wrote saying 
“My interest stems from 40 years working in the NHS as a district nurse and 
latterly a manager so feel strongly that we as  'patients' need a voice and should 
be aware of what changes are happening. 
 I hope by representing the village and people reading about the group I 
may hopefully get their views!”. Diane seems the ideal person to me. 
 Diane recently moved in to Graham and Esther Simpson’s old home, 
Meadow Edge, off Lyme Lane. She can be contacted   01544 387685 and 
email: drlee52@gmail.com  
 If you are a patient at the Mortimer Practice it is important that you 
have a say about how it works, so please let Diane know if you have any helpful 
comments that you wish to make. 

Chris Bivand 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
We have a number of fund-raising events arranged for the rest of 2015 and they 
are as follows: 
Open Gardens in Kingsland on Saturday and Sunday 6

th
 and 7

th
 June. 

Wednesday 17
th

 June; 2.30 - 4.30pm, a tea party at the home of Marian Griffiths, 
"Tamarisk", North Road, Kingsland. 
Coffee morning at The Tea Rooms, Eardisland on Thursday 3

rd
  September. 

Collection at Morrisons on Friday 2
nd

 October.  Volunteers needed please. 
Pre-Christmas coffee morning at the Luctonians on Tuesday 10

th
 November. 

  Please make a note of these dates and support us.  If anyone 
would like to join us on the committee we would be delighted! 
 

Dorothy Brown  388389, Beryl Hoda 388131, 
Annie Mitchell  388605 (all 01544 code) 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
mailto:drlee52@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAGAZINE REPORT SUBMITTED TO EARDISLAND 
PARISH COUNCIL, 2015 BY CHRIS BIVAND, EDITOR 

 
 Editorial: As in previous years, the Eardisland Parish Magazine has been 
circulated according to the published schedule. Leominster Community Resource 
Centre continues to print the magazine. The magazine is available via the 
community website and is usually available some week or so before the printed 
version is delivered. 
 I have continued the policy of providing a magazine with the main focus 
upon Eardisland, but  also including information regarding local matters, 
appropriate national information and articles of general interest. I do not intend 
to change this. 
 I have increasingly to make decisions about inclusion of material (mainly 
charity information) because I receive far more copy than the 48 pages that is the 
upper limit that the printer can process and collate. This is, however, why there is 
an Editor. I thank the Parish Council and the community in general for the 
generous support that I receive. 
 Distribution: Phil Milchard resigned as Distribution Manager in 2014 
after many years of dedicated, and much appreciated, service. The post was then 
filled briefly by Graham Madeley, who resigned due to pressure of work. I am 
grateful for the contribution made by both. The Distribution Manager is now 
Barry Freeman, who has been liaising with the printers for many years, and is, 
therefore, an ideal person to take charge. The current distribution team is David 
Cope, Wendy Cross, Kathleen Freeman, John Hope, Lottie James, Rita Kirby, Pat 
Newcombe, Paul Selfe, David Wallis, Jane Wareham and Ben Woodcock. 
 During the last year Diane Wolland, Kath Morgan, Phil Milchard and 
Graham Madeley have left the team for various reasons. 
 The magazine would not be delivered free without the very considerable 
help from these volunteers and they all deserve our thanks. 
 Advertising: The system that was developed some four years ago is 
working well. The income from May 2014 to May 2015 is approximately £850 
which has made a significant contribution to the production costs which are 
carried by Eardisand Parish Council, the Publishers. Patricia Gill has been 
responsible for the undoubted success of the advertising, and my grateful thanks 
go to Patricia. Our aim has been to allow a maximum of 25% of the magazine to 
be used for advertising. The May edition, for example,  has 48 pages in total, of 
which 12 pages are paid advertising. This represents 25%. Thus, the remit has 
been fulfilled precisely. 

 
The magazine would not exist without the combined efforts of all those who 
write, collate, arrange printing and distribution, and support financially.  I wish to 
give my heartfelt thanks to all. 
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EARDISLAND ALLOTMENT VACANCY 
 
I have at the moment one allotment plot available to rent from the 1st April.  The 
plot is approximately 10m x 12m and is already planted with some fruit bushes, 
herbs and flowers. 
 Annual rent is £52 per year. Anyone interested can contact Nicky Giles 
on  01568 616752 or mobile 07855 433916. 
 
EARDISLAND FOOTPATHS 

 
This Spring two new 
gates have been 
installed on ED2, the 
footpath which leads 
from the bowling 
green, past the 
Eardisland oak and 
through the fields, 
eventually coming 
out at Home Farm on 
Burton Court Lane 
which makes it a 
circular walk. By 
branching off along 
ED1 back to the 

corner of the Village Green there is no need to use much of the road. The two 
kissing gates have made the earlier part of the path much more accessible for 
most walkers. Last year the dilapidated stile further along the path in Patslie 
Coppice was replaced by a kissing gate, making the route much safer. 
 We have already received some positive feedback about the 
improvements from resident villagers. We very much want people to use this 
path as in recent years it has become more overgrown and less attractive for 
visitors and local walkers. It affords lovely views of Eardisland and the 
surrounding countryside, making it well worth the effort, but stout shoes are 
needed as some of the farmland is furrowed and rutted. The more the path is 
used the more trodden down it will become and therefore much easier to walk. It 
really is a case of "use it or lose it"! 

From Jo Watson and Sue Wallis 
 
Please report any concerns about the local footpaths:  01544 388066 or 
email dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:dandswallis@hotmail.co.uk
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IMPORTANT! CAR TAX 
 
There are important changes to the way that vehicles are taxed. If you get this 
wrong, your car is liable to be clamped and/or removed at very considerable 
expense - in some cases up to £800. These are the points that you need to know: 
 

1. What is commonly called ‘road tax’ is nothing to do with roads and 
everything to do with tax. You no longer require a tax disk on your 
windscreen, so take it off because it is meaningless. The tax is Vehicle 
Excise Duty (VED). VED will be levied according to your engine’s 
emissions - but there are different rules according to the age of the 
vehicle (too much to précis here). When renewal is due, you should 
receive a letter from DVLC telling you how much to pay. When you do 
you should receive an acknowledgement, but you will not get a tax disc. 
The information will be recorded electronically. Please remember that 
police cars are equipped with ANPR machines (this is an acronym for 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition). Put simply, if your vehicle is not 
taxed, it is likely you will face a large bill to pay. 

2. MOST IMPORTANTLY VED now applies to the ownership of a vehicle, not 
the vehicle itself. Take an example. Suppose my car was taxed for a year 
by me, running to May 2016. In a moment of madness, I decide to 
transfer the car to my wife (or sister, niece or whoever). She takes the 
car and, in order to insure it, registers the car in her name, but believes 
the tax lasts into next year. Under the new rules the VED is now invalid - 
despite the fact that I previously paid until 2016. What happens is that I, 
as the person transferring the vehicle to another person, whoever they 
may be, have to send in the vehicle registration document (log book) to 
DVLC, which will do two things: transfer the ownership and refund the 
remaining whole month(s) of the VED. 

3. The new owner has to tax the vehicle again immediately in their name. 
 

Literally thousands are caught out every month, the latest figure I saw was 
somewhere over 8000 in March alone. The old selling phrase “taxed and tested” 
no longer applies. Just remember that YOU have to tax the vehicle that you own 
and you can’t take over tax. One implication, of course, is that timing is all. Say 
you sell your vehicle - car, van or whatever, on the first day of a month. You, as 
seller, lose that month’s tax. The new owner pays for that month. It is estimated 
that in the four months to the end of January 2015, there were some 420,000 of 
‘double’ payments. If this went on for a year, and assuming an average of £20 a 
month, this amounts to about £25,000,000 extra tax for the DVLA from motorists 
changing vehicles. Of course, this is not a tax raising measure! 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE MAY 2015 
 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE THE PROGRESS REPORT IN THE LAST EDITION? 
Administration 
The principle focus over the past couple of months has been “behind the 
scenes”, reviewing and updating some of the vital day-to-day administrative 
arrangements. This has included:  

 updating the Charity Commission website with the names of all Village 
Hall Management Committee members and requesting the inclusion of 
a revised version of the objectives for the Hall; 

 transferring the Management Committee’s insurance for the Hall to a 
new company which gives better and cheaper cover; 

 reviewing the key-collection/key-return procedures and paperwork in 
line with the advice of the new insurance company (Steph Griffiths 
remains the Bookings Co-ordinator on 07968 810137 or 
villagehall@eardisland.org.uk ); 

 initiating the process to obtain a 7-day premises licence which will 
enable the same use of the Hall on Sundays as on the other days of the 
week; 

 obtaining and updating 1/100 and 1/50 scale plans of the Hall as 
required by the 7-day premises licence application; 

 pursuing, with the support of the Clerk to the Parish Council, the 
complaint initiated by the previous Management Committee concerning 
the energy supplies to the Hall and opening a file with the Ombudsman; 

 arranging a switch to a new energy supplier which should save up to 
50% in costs; 

 updating the fire appliances and, with the Parish Council, organising 
training for the weekly testing of the fire alarms and emergency lighting; 

 agreeing that all VH noticeboards should be for Hall business only, with 
no advertising except by user groups.  

Cleaning and Maintenance 
DIY/Inventory Session - The scheduled sort and tidy of the cupboards in the Hall, 
the initial compilation of an inventory and the completion of some of the 
necessary DIY jobs took place on Saturday 9

th
 May. As this was after the 

Magazine copy deadline, details of the work completed will be provided in the 
next edition.  
Purchases - A new first aid kit and 20 new catering-quality tea towels have been 
bought and the old tea-towels recycled.  
E-Team Clear-Up - Many thanks are due to the E-Team for all their on-going work 
in tidying up the outside of the Hall. 

mailto:villagehall@eardisland.org.uk
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Weekly Cleaning - This had been taking place on a trial basis for two hours in the 
early morning on three days a week. After a detailed review, it has been agreed 
with the cleaning company to reduce the cleaning to one and a half hours, twice 
a week, with additional one-off cleans as necessary after big events.  
Membership of the Village Hall Management Committee 
Albert Sheffield did not stand for election for the new Parish Council and so is no 
longer the PC representative on the Village Hall Management Committee. Albert 
has also decided to stand down from the Hall Committee in order to focus on his 
role as Chair of the Community Shop Committee and Chair of the Dovecote Trust. 
Albert will be very much missed and the Hall Committee has expressed warm 
thanks for his invaluable contributions.   
WHAT IS PLANNED? 
Social and Fund-Raising Events 
Open Gardens - A small team of members of the Village Hall Management 
Committee, H-Team and friends has accepted the PCC’s invitation to provide and 
serve the refreshments from 2.00pm to 5.00pm on Saturday 13

th
 June at the 

Church’s Open Gardens weekend. Monies raised from the refreshments served 
on this day will go towards the fund for upgrading the toilets in the Village Hall. 
60s and 70s Night: Saturday 11

th
 July 2015 - Please see page 13 for further details 

of this event which is also in aid of upgrading the Hall toilets.  
Puddings Evening: Saturday 15

th
 August 2015 - Details of this event, again in aid 

of the fund for upgrading the toilets, will be found in the July edition of the Parish 
Magazine. In the meantime – please save the date. 
Planned Purchases 
In order to maximise the space available in the Hall, detailed costings have been 
obtained for new folding tables. New entrance mats have also been costed. It is 
hoped to find funds for both these items in the near future. 
Review of the Future of the Hall 
A joint meeting between representatives of the new Parish Council and of the 
Village Hall Management Committee is to be held after the Annual Parish 
Meeting on Thursday 21

st
 May. 

YOUR VIEWS 
Please read the full minutes of the Village Hall Management Committee 
Meetings (available in a reference file in the shop and on 
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/vh-minutes-2015) and come along to a meeting 
(dates are listed in the Village Diary on page 3) and give your views. Or, if you 
prefer, please contact any committee member. Your ideas are those that count – 
the Hall is here for us all. Thank you. 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 

 
  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/vh-minutes-2015
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60’s & 70’s night 

Saturday 11th July  

Eardisland Village Hall 

From 7.30pm  

Dance and sing the night away 

to live music and a disco! 

Period dress optional! 

Bring your own drinks – glasses 

provided 

Bacon rolls available 
Demand is expected to be high so reserve your 

tickets early at £5 each through any member 

of the village hall committee, the village shop, 

Sue 388066 or Margaret 388097 
(All proceeds towards updating the toilet facilities for the village 

hall!) 
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‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 

Connecting the people of 

Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  

Thursday  

25
th
 June & 30

th
 July 

from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
This is a not a club or organisation 

– there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 

 
Together we can make a difference! 

 
  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
The generous support at our Spring 
Coffee Morning held in March 
enabled us to donate £400 to 
Hereford Parkinson's UK. 
 At our April meeting we 
were to have a Thai cookery 
demonstration but due to a family 
crisis this had to be postponed. Our 
worthy president, Helen Holmes, 
stepped in and gave us an 
informative and amusing talk on the 
Figure of Eight Cattery that she and 
her husband, John & family had 
started at the Waltons which 
overlooked Cursneh Hill where the 
river in the valley then formed a 
figure of eight. After telling us of 
the furry guest accommodation, she 
told us amusing anecdotes of 
various inmates and read some of 
the ditties she had composed 
reference them. Many short term 
guests were as a result of their 
involvement in the national Cats 
Protection League and this was 
interesting. We were all sitting 
listening with Cheshire catlike grins 
and enjoyed looking at the various 
photographs of the furry creatures 
and the guard geese afterwards! 

 In May we had an outing to 
Moreton Wood to walk through the 
woods and to see the spectacular 
display of bluebells. Afterwards we 
shared refreshments and were able 
to purchase charcoal and items of 
woodcraft which were all made on 
site. 
 In June we look forward to 
a talk and demonstration by Pat 
Sleeman on candle decoration. This 
should be both educational and 
artistic and in July we have Shirley 
Cook who will do her Thai Cookery 
demonstration which was 
postponed in April. In September 
we will have an open meeting so 
anyone may come along to listen to 
a talk by the "Serious Crime 
Undercover Officer." 
 We meet every month on 
the second Monday in the 
Committee Room at the Village Hall 
at 7.30pm (but note we have no 
meeting in August). Visitors are 
always welcome and a small charge 
is made. Why not come along, learn 
new skills and make new friends 
especially if you have recently 
moved into the area? 

 
Contact Mavis Tantrum 

W.l. Secretary  01544 87972 
A COUPLE OF THOUGHTS . . . 
 

1. Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're 

the statue. 

 

 2.   The second mouse gets the cheese. 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

We reported last month that this year saw the 5th anniversary of the opening of 
the Shop.  With minor adjustments the fittings, appliances and layout have 
served us well. 
 The Committee however feel that it is time to refresh, refurbish and 
renew and in the next 8 weeks or so we will undertake a complete refit.  This will 
cause some disruption which we will try to keep to a minimum and we will post 
and circulate any amendments to opening hours. 
 The full cost of the refit is being met from funds raised in grants for this 
purpose prior to us opening. 
 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 

 
WEDNESDAY 1st JULY  

 
COMMENCE AT 7.30pm 

 

 
Albert Sheffield 

for Eardisland Community Shop Committee 

 
Eardisland Ford, Broome Lane (end of caravan site). This was bridged in the late 50s or 
early 60s. Thanks to Hugh Vernon for the photograph. 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details. 
 

 

Sunday 17
th

 May - Rogation 

11 am Service at the farm of Mr. & 
Mrs. Black 

Western Lye, 
Aymestry 

 

Sunday 24
th

 May - Pentecost 

9.30 am Holy Communion and Baptism Eardisland 

 

Sunday 31
st

 May - Trinity 

11 am Benefice Communion and 
lunch in aid of Christian Aid 

Eardisland 

 

Thursday 4
th

 June 

7 pm Annual Deanery Eucharist  Kingsland 

 

Sunday 7
th

 June 

10.30 am Benefice Confirmation with 
Bishop Alistair, Bishop of 
Ludlow 

Kingsland 

 

Sunday 14
th

 June 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

 

Sunday 21
st

 June 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

 

Sunday 28
th

 June 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 5
th

 July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 12
th

 July 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 
FROM THE REV JULIE READ 

 

I would like firstly to thank the 
wonderful and diverse “team” that 
runs your church, and keeps an 
open, interesting, splendid, special 
space living and breathing with 
worship, prayer and quiet. I must 
say that when we looked back 
together over the year 2014 I was 
struck by the number of funerals of 
very special people that we held in 
Eardisland Church, and I hope and 

pray that this year we will have a 
quieter time on that front. I have 
found the church in Eardisland a 
very positive place and full of hope. 
 It is my delight to be able 
to welcome new members of the 
PCC and new sidesmen (albeit that 
they are women): Lotty James, Joy 
Sabine and Hannah Vernon have 
joined the PCC and Jo Edwards and 
Margaret Roberts agreed to 
become “sidesmen”. What quaint 
terminology the church still uses – 
in reality they become part of the 
welcome team at the beginning of 
services. 
 There are a round of 
services over the next weeks – 
Rogation on 17

th
 May at 11am over 

at Western Lye Farm in Aymestrey. 
It is in the most beautiful setting. 
Come and join us to pray for the 
needs of our farming community 
across the group of parishes. On 
31

st
 May at 11am in Eardisland 

there will a special service for 
Christian Aid, time and space to 
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think, pray and contribute to the 
work of those across the world who 
strive to make the world a better 
place. There will be lunch 
afterwards and the proceeds of this 
will go to the work of Christian Aid. 
On 7

th
 June at 10.30am in Kingsland 

Church will be a Confirmation and 
Baptism Service – a special service 
of public commitment of faith at 
which the bishop is present. It is 
good to get together for these 
special services so I hope you will 
travel for some of them. 
 I write this as the election 
results for the elections for our 
country’s parliament and county 
councils are unfolding and these 
have confounded the experts who 
seemed to think it would be 
otherwise. I hope you voted. There 
is something about taking 
responsibility for the life of the 

world however difficult and strange 
that is, otherwise (as my mother 
would say) we have no grounds for 
complaining for those who do. I 
take my hat off to those who stand 
in the public arena and seek to 
serve us!! 
 I spoke to Kingsland 
Primary School children yesterday 
about taxes – what they are and 
what they do. They looked at me as 
if I lived on another planet – I well 
remember my daughter bringing 
home her first pay packet from a 
regular job and asking me the same 
question. Jesus answered the critics 
“Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s and to God the things 
that are God’s”. Let us pray for 
those who have been elected to 
direct the concerns of our country 
and our county and let us play our 
part to support and help. 

EASTER SATURDAY  
 
On Easter Sunday the Church was ringing with the happy chatter and laughter of 
the village children who came to help to make an Easter Garden in the Church. To 
enhance the holy theme the children filled the garden with fluffy yellow chicks in 
nest,s a duck pond with a family of ducks (plastic of course), a green ceramic frog 
sitting on the edge of the pond, foot prints leading  from the garden and away 
from the tomb, lots of lovely hand-picked flowers, and to finish off, a string of 
little lights. The children seemed to like playing in the duck pond water, water 
everywhere, followed by hot chocolate marshmallows and frothy cream. 
 At the same time as we were having fun the flower ladies were 
arranging their wonderful displays of lilies they bravely carried on, oblivious to 
the chaos going on around them - a hot chocolate soothed any frayed nerves 
away! 
 Thank you to all the Mums and Dads who brought their little ones along, 
I know that I had a good time, maybe we could do it again next year. 

Love from Dian 
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EARDISLAND OPEN GARDENS 

 
2015 

 
This year Eardisland Open Gardens Weekend is on  

Saturday 13th June & Sunday 14th June from 11am till 5pm each day. 
 

It is hoped to include as many gardens as possible in order to attract 
visitors. 

In particular it would be good to have new entrants and even gardens 
currently being altered, as these are always of interest to gardeners. 

 
PLEASE -  

Ring Lotty James on 01544 388207 
to have your garden included in this year’s showpieces. 

Your volunteering will be much appreciated as funds are for the upkeep 
of the Church and the Catering Monies will be split between it and the 

Village Hall. 
 
 

 
KINGSLAND 
 
A variety of ten gardens will be opening in Kingsland in support of St Michael’s 
Hospice, Saturday 6

th
 and Sunday 7

th
 June, 11.00am - 5.00pm on Saturday and 

2.00pm - 5.00pm on Sunday. 
 Ticket price includes entry to all of the gardens and are valid for the two 
days of opening. Refreshments will be served at The Old House and at The 
Methodist Chapel. 
 
GARDENS IN THE WILD 
 
Gardens in the Wild celebrates the unique beauty of Herefordshire's border 
landscape and gardens. The festival is held at Stagg Meadow, Titley on the 
weekend of 20

th
 and 21

st
 June this year and will feature talks by well known 

plantsmen and garden writers along with stalls selling plants, garden equipment 
and Herefordshire produce. Ten private gardens will open specially for the 
festival. 

 Jane Wheatley, 01981 550791, 07880 505761 
www.gardensinthewild.org 

http://www.gardensinthewild.org/
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
We would like to thank the very small band of volunteers 
who braved the poor weather on Saturday 28

th
 March for 

the annual litter pick. We won’t embarrass individuals by 
naming them but you know who you are and you did a great 
job. 
 An apology for the large number of black sacks left 
in the car park over the Easter holiday. Arrangements were 

made with Balfour Beatty to collect them 48 hours after the litter pick but, 
despite a reminder, they remained uncollected for another week.  
We would like to acknowledge a donation to our funds from Tim Simpson of the 
White Swan Public House, which has gone towards buying the new planter 
adjacent to the bus stop. Thanks also to Jane Wareham for allowing us to secure 
it to her wall. We are also very grateful for an individual donation from a long 
standing supporter.   
 Plant Swop & Sale – This will be held on Saturday 30

th
 May between 

10am – 12.30pm in the village hall. As usual we will have a good variety of plants 
and vegetables for sale at very reasonable prices. This event goes a long way to 
helping us to fund our activities throughout the year, so your support is vital. 
Even if you’re not a gardener please come along and enjoy a cuppa and a piece of 
delicious cake. Maybe you have a few items you would be willing to donate, and 
if so we would be delighted to receive them.  
Craft & Produce event – We will be hosting a further fundraiser on Saturday 24

th
 

October, just a couple of months before you know what (we daren’t be the first 
to mention Christmas!). If you have a craft and would be interested in booking a 
table please let one of us know, a single is just £5, a double £7.50. First option 
will be given to Eardisland parishioners, before advertising wider. There will be 
more on this event as we move through the summer. 
 Funding - As we have hinted above, funding for us is an issue now that 
the Herefordshire Council grant has been withdrawn. We are looking at several 
different ideas for raising cash and one is a donations box in the car park. 
Obviously we will have to make it as secure as possible but would like to avoid 
spending out in the first place. Does anyone possess an item which might be 
considered suitable for collecting money, that they would be willing to donate to 
our cause? If so we’d love to hear from you.  
 Finally Eric Pilcher decided at our AGM to stand down as treasurer. Eric 
has given several years of valuable service to In Bloom both as a volunteer and 
committee member and when he and his wife Barbara finally move house they 
will be sorely missed. We are grateful to Wendy Cross for taking on Eric’s role.  
 

Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
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BRITISH RED CROSS OPEN GARDENS 
 
We have two beautiful gardens for you to visit this June.  Rarely open to the 
public, Fawley Court garden is beautifully designed and planted with mixed 
herbaceous borders, roses and outstanding delphiniums.  There is an unusual 
water garden providing the perfect place to relax and then Brilley Court with its 
walled ornamental kitchen garden, seven acre arboretum, wild stream garden 
and notable rhododendron collection should certainly not be missed.   
 On both occasions a light lunch, teas and a raffle will all be available to 
make your afternoon very special.   

Entry £5.00 and children under 12 are free. 
Sunday 21

st
 June: Fawley Court (by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Clay) Fawley, 

Herefordshire, HR1 4SP Open 12.00 to 5.00pm.  
Sunday 28

th
 June: Brilley Court (by kind permission of Mrs Bulmer) 

Brilley, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR3 6JF Open 12.00  to 5.00pm 
 
EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
Eardisland  Bowls Club has started the season with some spectacular wins. 
The first match of the season playing at home against St Martins was won overall 
by Eardisland 96 to 37 by winning on all four rinks, the highest scoring rink of 29 
to 3 was skipped by Martin Richards with Mavis Tantrum, Phil Lyyne and Phil 
Milchard, the three other winning rinks were skipped by Robin Williams, 
Jonathan Farndon and Phil Sharp. 
 The club then played away to Hereford Bowling Club having another win 
of 71 to 58, winning on three rinks with the highest rink of 19 to 11 being skipped 
by Phil Milchard with Joan Stokes, Shiela Kruft and Doug Tantrum. 
 Next the club were at home to Bromyard playing four triples and 
another good win of 93 to 35 winning on all four rinks the highest winning rink of 
32 to 6 was skipped by Phil Sharp with Selina Dykes and Mike Fenn. 
 Playing Weobley Bowling club in the first match of the season in the 
Hereford Men’s League, Eardisland won overall on agregate by 47 to 34  with the 
highest winning rink of 27 to 13 being skipped by Phil Sharp with Phil Milchard, 
Doug Tantrum and Dave Bray, Jonathan Farndon’s rink losing by one shot!  
 The home match against Weobley resulted in another fine win for 
Eardisland by 129 to 51 the highest winning rink of 44 to 12 was skipped by Robin 
Williams with Selina Dykes, Andy Carter and Mike Fenn. 
 Eardisland Bowling Club will always welcome new members with club 
nights on Tuesdays at 6 p.m.  Please bring flat shoes if you wish to play. 
 

Doug Tantrum 01544 387972 
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Saturday 5th  September 2015 
 

Entry open to all 

 

Can you grow Eardisland’s tallest 
sunflower? 

 
 

Seeds and sign-up sheet available in the village shop. 
 
 

Good luck! 
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Section  A    COOKERY 
 
1 A chocolate cake  (see recipe on entry form) 
2 A jar of homemade preserve - sweet 
3 A jar of homemade preserve - savoury 
4 A dessert (please specify) 
5 A ploughman’s (MEN ONLY) 
 
Section  B     WINE 
 
6 A  bottle of  home-made wine 
7 A flavoured spirit 
8 A non-alcoholic drink 
 
Section C   FLORAL ART 
 
No artificial fruit or flowers.  All items on a base up to 18”x18” unless otherwise 
stated. 
 
9 Floral display for a country wedding - in a jam jar 
10 5 flowers and foliage 
11 Exhibit  “Bonfire Night” (fresh & artificial material allowed) 
 
Section D    HANDICRAFT 
 
12 A hand-made card for any occasion 
13 A decorated flower pot 
14 A knitted or crocheted item 
15 Item of cross stitch  
 
Section E     HORTICULTURE- Division 1 
 
16         Megan Lloyd Trophy- A yellow rose (not a tight bud please) 
17 3 Roses (different varieties) 
18 A Pot plant 
19 3  Stems only, of different garden flowers 
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   HORTICULTURE - Division 2 
 
20 3 cooking apples 
21 A display of 3 root vegetables (could be 3 matching or 3 different) 
22 A display of garden vegetables in a 12”x12” tray / box 
23 A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs 
 
Section F    PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”) 
This is because of limited display space as this section is so popular. 
Please put your name and the class number on the back. 
 
24 Favourite view of Eardisland 
25 Sunrise or sunset 
26 Herefordshire life 
27 A black and white photograph 
 
Section G    ART 
 
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed.   Stretched canvases are acceptable. 
 
28 Buildings (mixed media)  
29 A drawing and watercolour wash (any subject) 
30 Seascape (Acrylic/oils) 
31 A 3-dimensional work/collage less than 2 feet in any direction. 
 
Section H     CREATIVE WRITING 
 
Your entries should be placed,  with the completed entry form stating your 
name and address plus  fees,  in a sealed envelope  marked  ‘Show – Creative 
Writing’.  Please do not write your name on the entry itself.   The envelopes 
should be  handed in before  Monday 24

th
  August.     ( Please use another form 

for your entries in other categories.) 
 
32 A limerick starting with: “Whilst cleaning pots in the shed…” 
33 Remembering childhood (maximum 250 words) 
34     As I was walking...................................................... 
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Section J       CHILDREN 
 
Children of 15 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.  Please 
put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into consideration by 
the judges. 
 
Children under 6  
35 A party hat 
36 A vegetable animal 
37 Decorate a biscuit 
 
Children 6-14 
38 Floral arrangement in a mug 
39          A picture entitled ‘Christmas in Eardisland’ (winning entry to be on the 
 front cover of the Christmas Parish Magazine) 
40 Cheese straws 
41 A Lego construction model not to exceed 30cm in any direction 
 
Section K       JUST FOR A LAUGH … (entries open to all ages) 
 
42 Longest runner bean 
43 Funniest looking fruit or vegetable 
44 Funny animal photograph 
45 Tallest sunflower - aged 16 and over 
46 Tallest sunflower - under 16s 
 
(Tallest sunflower classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Entry is free – 
seeds and details of how to enter will be in the Village Shop in March). 
 
See Entry Form for details of how to enter. 
Entry Forms available from the Village Shop from July. 
Entry forms may be returned up to 5.00 pm on Friday 28

th
 August with the 

exception of creative writing entries which must be in by Monday 24
th

 August. 
Late entries will, regretfully, not be accepted. 
Entries cost 40p per item for adults.  Children may enter free of charge in the 
Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section. Please place your entries 
and fees in an envelope marked  “SHOW” and hand in to one of the addresses 
shown on the Entry Form. 
Entries to be taken to the Village Hall on Saturday 5

th
 September  

between 9am and 10.30am. 
Prize money not collected by 5.00pm will be returned to Show funds. 
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ITEMS FROM THE LEOMINSTER JOURNAL.  EARDISLAND: 1915-1925 
 
Early in 1915 the first Eardisland casualty of the war: Thomas George Cook, a 
Private in the 1

st
 Herefords. 

Jan 26
th

 1917. Mr and Mrs Riley gave the children of the Wesleyan Chapel tea. 
The chapel is indebted to Miss Garwood (of Court House) and Miss Owens (of 
Street). 
May 4

th
 1917 Sgt Geoffrey Stedman, son of Mr & Mrs Stedman of Rhydimoor, 

was wounded in action in France. 
May 25

th
 1917 Mrs Clowes presented Nurse Goulter, the parish nurse, the long 

service medal. 
February 8

th
 1918. A whist drive was held in the village for which there were 152 

places, many others being unable to find a table. 
March 30

th
 1918 Warren Peter Clowes was killed in action in France aged 20 

April 12
th

 1918 A.J. Davies of Little Burton has been missing since 23rd March 
In 1919 there was a resolution asking the church to call a special meeting to 
discuss steps to erect a war memorial. It was duly designed by Cpt. A.B.W. 
Greenhough of Staick House. The work was done by W.G. Storr-Barber 
Leominster sculptor. It cost £208. The land on which it stands was given by Mr 
Gittens of Court House 
1919. Mr Paton owner of Street Court wrote to the Parish Council calling 
attention to the state of hedges and ditches in Broome Lane. He stated he 
proposed to make a road from Hinton Farm to the lane. 
Cpt. A.B.W. Greenhough already held an MC received further honour for war 
service. 
March 1919 the price of rabbit was 10d (about 4p) a lb. 
An aerial railway was proposed from Kingsland to take timber from Shobdon to 
Kingsland station. 
In March the annual election of Eardisland Parish councillors took place. The Rev 
A.H.Birley was voted to Chair the council. The members were Mr T. Wood 
(Headmaster of the school); Mr H.L. Harvey (shop keeper Bridge Stores); Mr J. 
Lloyd; Mr Wheeler; Mr Roberts; Mr J. Hope (farmer, Lower Hardwick) and Mr A. 
Taylor (local builder). Miss Hilda Parry was the Clerk. 
There was discussion about the appointment of a Parish Constable for which 
there was only one applicant.  
In 1924  men of the Lugg Drainage Board cleaning out Southall’s brook found, 
half a mile south east of the school, a pitched ford of small kidney stones about 8 
feet wide. It was aligned with the straight path which leads south from the great 
moated mound. A large stone marking the ford was uncovered on the bank. 
January 2

nd
 1925. At the invitation of Mr L. Greenhough the children assembled 

early in the afternoon at Staick House. After some preliminary games, a 
sumptuous tea was provided. The children then adjourned to a large building at 
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Arrow Lawn kindly lent by Mrs Blackmore. It had been beautifully decorated 
including a large Christmas tree, plentifully provided with gifts. These were 
distributed during the evening. There were many expressions of appreciation at 
Mr Greenhough’s generosity. 
January 1925. At a meeting of the North Herefordshire Football lLeague 
Eardisland was ordered to pay New Radnor’s expenses for an unfulfilled fixture. 
Eye United was fined one shilling and sixpence (7p) for being 25 minutes late for 
their match against Eardisland. 
January 1925 the following children were presented with book prizes by Mrs 
Clowes for perfect attendance during the half year ended December 31

st
: Ivy 

Holt; Margaret Phillips (of Lower Burton farm); Elsie Davies; Ida Mainwaring; 
Nora Holt; Gwen Maund; Margaret Harris; Edith Morgan; Hilda Yetton; Megan 
Davies (of Adlen House; the former post office); Grace Weir; Richard Taylor and 
John Smith. 
February 6

th
 1925. A most successful dance on behalf of Eardisland Football Club 

was held at the  school room. The duties of MC were shared by Mr Arnett and Mr 
Crump. Mrs Chamberlain of Yarpole won the draw (a cockerel supplied by Mr 
Arnett). The music was provided by The Renown Orchestra. 
In February 1925 Eardisland were 5

th
 in the North Herefordshire League (Division 

2). They had played 16, won 10, lost 4, drawn 2 and were three points behind the 
leaders, Kington Reserves. (The club had been formed in 1922). 
February 5

th
 1925. Kingsland Hockey Club dance: Entry three shillings. Mrs 

Stephens Kington Dance Orchestra provided the music. 
February 27

th
. The death was announced of Col. Peter Clowes aged 71 

March 27
th

 1925: The final of the Eardisland Football Trophy competition was 
won by the Hereford Police, who defeated the team from Kingsland 2-0. The 
match was played on the Eardisland pitch and the Cup was presented by the 
donor, Mr Levick of Arrow Bank. Mr Greenhough (Staick House) on learning that 
the Cup Committee had been unable to provide medals offered to supply the 
deficiency. Between £6 and £7 was taken at the gate to the ground, a record for 
Eardisland Football Club. 
April 1925 the Tennis Club meeting was held. Mrs Greenhough was elected 
Secretary/Treasurer. The committee was formed by Mrs Artindale (Glanarrow); 
Mrs Clowes (Burton Court); Miss Parry; Miss Russell; Mrs Birley; Mr Greenhough 
and Dr McCall who was elected Captain for the season. The two courts were to 
be opened on 6

th
 May. 

May 1925 The Cricket Club held a meeting at which Mr. Tom Wood (headmaster) 
was elected Captain and secretary. Mr W. Hall was Vice Captain. The committee 
was Mr Downing; Mr Robertson; Mr Holt and Mr Rogers. (In their first match 
they were bowled out for 17. There were 4 wickets taken in the first over, 
including a hat-trick). At the meeting it was found the club had a debt of 
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£3.19.9d. To pay this off they decided to have an al fresco concert on July 9
th

 at 
Burton Court. (We can only hope it was as successful as the whist drive). 
 
Events in Eardisland 1915-1925:  Was it a Golden Age? 
As can be seen, glancing through old copies of the Leominster Journal provides a 
fascinating insight into the life of the village just before and after the First World 
War. There are mentions of family names which still have resonance in 
Eardisland. I was struck by the evidence of what seemed like a strong community 
spirit when times were difficult and the war had produced many tragedies and 
hardships for people of all social classes. But was it a golden age, when things 
were better? (Perhaps it was if you were keen on rabbit pie). In reality it seems 
likely that there is always an ebb and flow of the effects of change, both positive 
and negative. There are sad snippets of information about men killed or missing. 
Details of these would only come later. But there were also positive references to 
celebrations provided by local wealthy philanthropic families, both for the 
children of the school and for some of the sports clubs which were flourishing. 
The tea-parties mentioned in articles were provided on one occasion by the 
supporters of the thriving Wesleyan Chapel and on another by Mr Greenhough in 
his home, Staick House. Prizes for diligent children in the school came from Mrs 
Clowes of Burton Court who also awarded a medal to the village nurse of long 
standing. 
 There is also evidence that there were many aspects of village life which 
haven’t changed much over the years. The Parish Council was facing issues about 
the state of hedges and ditches in Broome Lane, (a complaint came from  the 
owner of Street Court) although their need to appoint a Parish Constable is not 
one they are now concerned with. No doubt the issue of a War Memorial did 
take much time and consideration, although again local landowners were helpful 
in providing a site, design work and no doubt some of the costs of construction. 
 It is apparent that then, just as now, there was a constant need to raise 
funds for one group or another; the highly successful whist drive seems a thing of 
the past (and the raffle prize of a cockerel). But it is wonderful to see those 
attending a fund raising dance would do so to a live band or dance orchestra. 
That might be a great attraction today, as we know from the success of our 
Village Band. 
 What is particularly noticeable about life in the village between 1915 
and 1925 is the numbers of successful sports clubs that were operating. The 
village had (since the arrival of the Clowes family in 1863) a very fine sports field 
(known as the Cricket Meadow in Burton Lane.) It was here that there was a 
bowling green (from about 1902), cricket pitch (from about 1866), a football 
pitch (from 1922) and two tennis courts (from about 1900). This field was also 
used by the school and for some village festivities (such as a Coronation 
celebration).  
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The articles in the Leominster Journal give details of the matches played and 
their (sometimes disastrous) outcomes. The Levick Football Trophy has long since 
disappeared – perhaps still held by some now disbanded football club or locked 
in a bank vault locally.  All these clubs thrived until the outbreak of the Second 
World War, when the field was ploughed. Apart from the long-standing bowls 
club which has moved several times, only the cricket club was reformed on 
several occasions (most recently 1997-2007). It is well worth taking a walk 
through the Old Cricket Meadow and envisaging the sporting activities that were 
taking place there throughout the year. Perhaps even the Kingsland Hockey Club 
made use of the facilities for training? It is in the nature of modern living that 
people find their social activities outside the village in places where clubs can 
thrive more effectively, but the details from the old newspapers do suggest that 
there was once a strong sense of community sustained by the clubs and activities 
offered within the village at a time when travel was more difficult. But as we 
know today, the success of any such group usually relies on the hard work of just 
a few dedicated organisers and the support they can engender. 

Paul Selfe 
 
SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 

 
1576 
       Mention of this year arose towards the end of my contribution to the last 
edition of this magazine. The detail I included was from a document recording 
the sale of the Manor of Eardisland et al. by Thomas Hanford of Wollashull, 
Worcestershire, esq., and Kenard Delaber of Sowtham, co. Gloucester, gent to 
William Whittington, gent., one of the sons of Alexander Whittington, gent., of 
Hom Lacy co. Herefs., esq,...  The document, dated 23

rd
 November, 19 Elizabeth 

(23
rd

 November 1576) is at HRO reference B16/1. I am writing this from the 
catalogue detail. 
       A completely different source, Duncumb’s Manuscripts of circa 1804, 
evidences that Hanford and Delaber sold without the necessary permission of the 
Crown. They were in trouble to the extent that a formal pardon was later 
necessary: 
       19 Eliz pt4 R152 pardon granted for alienation of Manor E & lands elsewhere 
by Thomas Hanford to William Whittington & heirs [HRO CF50/-]. 
       This may well have been granted well into 1577; regnal year 19 ELIZABETH 
was 17

th
 November 1576 to 16

th
 November 1577. 

        But now back to the 1576 document at HRO B16/1. The first part of the 
description of what was included in the sale, again from the catalogue detail, 
identifies: 
All that capital house of the manor of Earsland with appurtenants, the site of the 

manor and all demesne lands, profits, commodities, emoluments and 
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hereditaments with their appurtenants belonging to the site or used and occupied 
with it, now in tenure of one John Wever, gent, by lease made by Queen Mary for 

a period yet enduring. 
       To be certain exactly what it was that John Wever was holding on lease 
within what Whittington purchased (ie. Wever was a ‘Sitting tenant’ in modern 
parlance) would require a transcript of the document itself. But interpretation of 
other circumstances underlying these words can be attempted. What else is 
known of John Wever? Is record of the lease granted by Queen Mary extant? Yes. 
 
1557 
       Ereslane. A grant to John Wever of the scite of the Manor of Ereslane Co 
Heref with all lands (--) parcel of the Manor afod. late parcel of the lands of the 
Earl of March for the term of 30 years under the yearly rent of £5-0-0. Dated 27 
July 4&5 Phil: & M: [This is the catalogue description at HRO CF50/92]. 
       It can be seen that when Whittington purchased, Wever’s lease still had not 
far off 11 years to run. But this was not the start of Wever’s tenure: 
1550 
       Under the heading “Conventual Leases” at HRO CF50/92 is: 
 

4 Edw. 6 .......Ereslane  A grant to John Wever of the scite of the Manor of 
Ereslane. Co. Heref. with the appurts parcell of the late Earldom of March for the 

term of 21 years under the yearly rent of £5-0-0. Dated 4. Ed.6. 
 

       4 Edward VI was 28
th

 January 1550 to 27
th

 January 1551. 
       21 years from the start of 4 EDw. 6 [28

th
 January 1550], takes the lease 

forward to late January 1571. Why then was the Grant in 1557 necessary? It 
would need an expert detailed knowledge of the reign of Queen Mary and the 
then situation here in Eardisland to even hazard a guess. All I am prepared to say 
is that the 1557 lease was granted very late in her reign: she died at St James 
Palace on 17

th
 November 1558. 

 
1558 
       Exit “Bloody Mary”, enter Queen Elizabeth, later to be celebrated as 
“Gloriana”. Even my rather schoolboy level of knowledge of Elizabeth’s early 
years as monarch reveals her intention to defuse the religious unrest which was 
still simmering not far below the surface throughout England. What the 
consensus (if any) here in Eardisland was can not be sensibly commented upon, 
nor indeed can the reaction to the introduction of a “Parish Register” be 
assessed. 
       1558 was the: Earliest date from which many registers exist [Stockdill. VGS 
Seminar 2002], although they had actually been introduced 20 years earlier by 
Thomas Cromwell, chief minister to Henry VIII. [Ibid]. 
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       The surviving Eardisland Parish Register does not start until 1614. It is at HRO 
AJ32/1 where it is described as: General Register. Also contains: Note relating to 
the Institution Of Thomas Lewis 1560, and John Birde 1594 to the Vicarage of 
Eardisland. 
 
1560 
       As just mentioned, this year was the start of Thomas Lewis’s time here as 
vicar. The year also gets specific mention in a Glebe Terrier which dates to circa 
1607. The reference is within HRO HD2/3/14. I am writing from a transcript 
prepared by a professional researcher in 2004: 
       Inprimis one mansion house, one dovehouse, a kitchen, one house on the east 
side of the same now converted to a barn, another house of the west side of the 
same, a barn adjoining to the north side of the same containing four rooms which 
has been in the possession of the farmers of the vestry since the year of our lord 
1560. 
       Seen as above, completely out of context, this extract has little to interest 
many readers of this magazine. But the whole transcript, which extends to 51 
typed lines, contains a mass of information about both places and people in 
Eardisland at that date, and it could become the basis of a fascinating study. I 
may return to it in future contributions. 

George Alderson 
         
LOCAL HISTORY MUSEUM WEOBLEY 
 
The Museum has re-opened for the season with new displays about the Verdin 
family at Garnstone and Weobley during the Second World War.  If you would 
like to know what a 1940 evacuee from London thought about the village, where 
our own Dad’s Army were based or where the bombs dropped, call in during 
opening hours Monday 10am to 1pm and Thursday 2pm to 5pm. 
Did you know that apart from enemy bombs dropping in the area, many bombs 
were jettisoned nearby, at Hyatt Sarnesfield and along the hill from Wormsley to 
Yarsop.  One unexploded bomb was found in the field behind Weobley Church 
many years later. 
You may have memories of your own about Herefordshire during the 2

nd
 World 

War or local memorabilia or letters that we might photocopy, so please let us 
know.  It all helps us build a picture of the part Herefordshire played at this time.   
 

Contact the curators – Sue Hubbard  01981 590319 or 
Gina Harley  01544 318278. 
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Are you affected by the Care Act or Social Care 
Services /Budgets? 
 
We are seeking information and feedback, especially 
from those in rural villages and locations. So please 
read on. 
 April 2015 saw the introduction of the Care 
Act, with the first wave of measures brought in 
nationally and more changes due from April 2016. 
These at last give recognition to Carers, even those 

who are family members, but many do not realise how the act may affect them. 
 Budget tightening across the board for virtually all local and national 
public services is leaving its mark, and here in rural Herefordshire the impact on 
everyday life is resulting in people feeling isolated and frustrated, not knowing 
where to turn. Without realising that others are in the same situation how do 
you go about making your views known to authorities? How can local outcomes 
be judged and their effects brought to the attention of Hereford Council, the 
Wye Valley Trust, and Commissioners who direct our services? 
 So what can you do about it? At 11.00 am on Wednesday 17

th
 June at 

Hinton Community Centre, an open discussion will take place where you can 
respond to the question: “Are you affected by the Care Act or Social Care 
Services /Budgets?”  
Herefordshire Disability United (HDU) who have organised the event will collate a 
report from their findings and send it to the authorities. 
 HDU are a very user friendly group, as those who joined us at our March 
meeting discovered. You don’t need to have a disability to attend, just a concern 
for what is changing.  
This could be your opportunity to make a difference for the future. At the same 
meeting providers will demonstrate or inform of activities and services on offer 
in the county.  
 You will need to book a place (FREE) which secures a free buffet lunch, 
when you can chat to other attendees. 
Contact: 07817 473813 or email sylvia.nicholls@btinternet.com. 
 Advance notice for another “Date for your Diary”: Wednesday 1

st
 July, 

a Disability Roadshow at the Three Counties Hotel, Belmont Road, Hereford. This 
is also FREE. 
40 - 50 stands covering all aspects of life and disabilities. The exhibitors to include 
stands such as, mental health, strokes, animal therapies, equipment, autism, 
social care, guide dogs for the blind, and so much more. 
Details: chair@herefordshiredisabilityunited.org.uk  or  07817 473813. 
 
 

mailto:chair@herefordshiredisabilityunited.org.uk
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 

 
The weather for March was a mix of wind and rain with 
13mm  (0.51 inches) of rain on the 13

th
 bringing the river 

up to 20 inches from a low of 14 inches. The highest 
temperature recorded was 17 degrees, barometer 
readings ranged from 29.3 to 30.08. The total rainfall for 
March was 51 mm (2 inches). The comparison rainfall for 
March 2014 was 32 mm (1.26 inches). 
 The weather for April bought some decent 

temperatures with 24 degrees recorded but heavy morning frosts. 
 A lack of rain for the month 11 mm (0.43 inches) took the river down  to 
7 inches. Barometer readings ranged from 29.28 to 30.04. The comparison 
rainfall for April 2014 was 50mm (2 inches). 
 Nature wise, gooseanders passed with ten goslings on 31

st
 March and 

black caps along with nuthatches have been busy nest building.  A pair of 
bullfinches are nesting here in the laurel.  

Doug Tantrum, 
reporting from Black Barns.

 
DAY AND MONTHLY SOLAR POWER GENERATION IN EARDISLAND 

  
I have been recording the power generated from 
our solar panels since we had them installed - in 
October 2011. 
The 15 panels have a nominal max output of 3.6 
Kilo watt hours (kwh) and are orientated to the 
South East, which means their maximum output 
is in the mornings, tailing off in the late 
afternoon.  
  It may be no surprise to some whose 
lives and livelihoods are dependent on the 

weather, but it may be to others that: the month of April 2015 gave the 4th 
highest average power output per day for a month that I have recorded in the 
past 3 and a half years, @ 15.5 kwhs per day on average. 
 This figure has only been surpassed in the months of July of 2013 @ 17.2 
and June and July of 2014 @ 16.0 and 15.7 kwh/day respectively.  
 So, it has been a relatively very light and bright April this year! 
  

Chris Watson 
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ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE OPEN GARDENS 
(supported by Radbournes)  
 
Summer 2015, various venues: 
 
This year, gardeners from Herefordshire and beyond are using their horticultural 
creativity to support St Michael’s Hospice by opening their gardens. There are 
some truly beautiful and well-tended gardens to visit, which include private 
gardens not normally open to the public such as the Newport House estate.  
 Several communities have also come together to open their gardens, 
including Hardwicke, Llangrove and Kingsland.  
 If you would like visit an Open Garden and support your Hospice please 
visit www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk.com  or call the Community Fundraising 
Team at St Michael’s Hospice on 01432 851000 
 
The Big Tea (Supported by S&A Group) 
 
June, July and August 2015 
 
Various venues: 
Holding a Big Tea party is a delicious way to raise funds for the Hospice and a 
perfect excuse to pop the kettle on and indulge in your favourite tea party treats. 
Holding a Big Tea party couldn’t be easier: pick a date this summer, think about 
the type of event you’d like to have and where you want to hold your party, then 
invite your friends, family or colleagues. It doesn’t matter how big your party is, 
or whether you raise £20 or £200: every penny really does count and you will be 
making a real difference.   
For your free Big Tea pack, contact Gaynor Warren at St Michael’s Hospice on 
 01432 851000 
 
Make a Will and support your Hospice 
 
During the month of June, Harrison Clark Rickerbys Solicitors, are offering to 
waive their will writing fee for making simple wills in exchange for a donation to 
St Michael's Hospice. The suggested donation is £90 for a single will and £135 for 
mirror wills.    
 
Demand for the St Michael's Will Scheme is expected to be high and we 
therefore recommend that you make an appointment well in advance with Sally 
Smith on 01432 349677 (Hereford) or Emily Hardaker on  01989 562377 (Ross 
office).   
  

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk.com/
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The Staick House, Eardisland. - date unknown. Thanks to Hugh Vernon for photo. 
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