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Geogia Staples was 13 when she did this Christmas card - she is now 14. 
Georgia won first prize in the 6 yrs. to 15 yrs. category in the 2015 Eardisland Village Show. 



2 
 

In this issue: 
 

Index/Editorial 2 Half a Century 16 

Eardisland Village Diary 3 Auction of Promises 18 

Eardisland Parish Council 4 Church Matters 19 

Eardisland NDP 5 E-Team 21 

Security 6 Eardisland Bowling Club 22 

Thanks/France 7 A Ramble Through Time 23 

Village Band/PPG 7 Recent Parish Anniversaries 25 

St. Michael’s Hospice 8 Something Unusual/Craft Fair 28 

W.I. 8 Weobley and District History 29 

Eardisland Village Show 9 Weobley Theatre Goers 29 

Eardisland Village Hall 9 Weather 30 

Eardisland Community Shop 11 Midlands Air Ambulance 30 

New Year’s Eve Party 12 St. Michael’s Hospice 31 

Lawton Cross safety 13 Courtyard Theatre 32 

Share a Care 15 Contacts 44 

 
EDITORIAL 
 
As you may know, there has been yet another accident at Lawton Cross and of a 
serious nature. It was reported in the Hereford Times, which prompted a couple 
of letters – one from Graham Simpson, late of this parish. Barry Freeman has 
taken up the issue and there is a summary on page 13. It looks as though things 
are happening to help this black-spot and about time too. 
 I managed to forget to mention the ‘Christmas message page’ in the 
September edition and decided, therefore, that it would be unfair on new 
residents to proceed. Only two people requested a message but if you would like 
me to include it next year for your benefit, please let me know (Contacts, p.44). 
 The Eardisland Parish Magazine is very much a joint production. Without 
the support of the contributors for writing, the advertisers, the Parish Council for 
funding and the Leominster Resource Centre for printing there would be no 
magazine. I am especially indebted to Patricia Gill for her excellent work on the 
advertising, Barry Freeman for liaising with the printer and general distribution, 
Ben Woodcock for the website and Phil Milchard, the Parish Council contact. 
 Finally, I wish you all a very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 

Chris Bivand 
Just as I wrote this I heard of the dreadful, murderous events in Paris. I am sure 
that you will join with me in sending our condolences to our French friends in La 
Vieille Lyre in support of the French people. Our village flag pole is flying the 
tricolour at half-mast as a sign of our solidarity. 

Friday 13th November 2015 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015/2016 
 

Wednesday 18th November VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 26th November Share a Care, from 2.30pm, VH 

Thursday 26th November PC meeting, VH, 7.30pm including safety at 
Lawton Cross 

Sunday 29th November Advent Service, Kingsland, 6.30pm 

Thursday 3rd December Additional PC meeting – Precept. VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 3rd December Christmas Bingo, Bowls Club, 7.00pm 

Wednesday 16th December VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 24th December Village Shop, wine and pies, 12.00 – 2.00pm 

Friday 31st December New Year’s Eve Party, VH, 7.30pm, page 12 

Friday 8th January COPY DATE Friday 22nd January - projected distribution 

Thursday 7th January Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Monday 11th January W.I. change of time, page 8 

Thursday 28th January Share a Care, page 15 

Thursday 25th February Share a Care, page 15 

Thursday 25th February Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th March COPY DATE Friday 18th March - projected distribution 

Saturday 12th March Eardisland Village Band and Friends 

Saturday 19th March W.I. Spring Coffee Morning 

Thursday 24th March Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 16th April Bowls Club Opening Day 

Thursday 28th April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th May COPY DATE Friday 20th May - projected distribution 

Thursday 26th May Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

W/W 28 – 30th May ETA visit to France, page 7 

Thursday 23rd June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 8th July COPY DATE Friday 22nd July - projected distribution 

Thursday 28th July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 3rd September Eardisland Village Show 

Friday 9th September COPY DATE Friday 23rd September - projected distribution 

Thursday 15th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 27th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th November COPY DATE Friday 18th November - projected distribution 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
ETA = Eardisland Twinning Association 
VH = Eardisland Village Hall 
VHMC = Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Every autumn the Parish Council has to set the budget for the following 
financial year and agree the Precept Requirement, which is the amount of 
money needed to provide the services and run the Council. The precept 
proportion relevant to the Council Tax band for your property is then 
included in the Council Tax that you pay each year. 

For 2016-17, there will be a significant decrease in the funding 
provided by Herefordshire Council for the Lengthsman Scheme. This 
important scheme allows work to be done to maintain the roads, verges, 
public footpaths and other projects, such as clearing the recreation 
ground ditch and the Mill Race work done earlier in the year. Therefore, 
to maintain the Lengthsman budget and continue to provide this service, 
which is important to help reduce the risk of flooding, the precept 
requirement needs to be increased. There are also increases in costs 
generally (e.g. maintaining the playground & field, salary and expenses, 
mowing, insurance) that must be considered. Funding must also be 
included to complete the Neighbourhood Development Plan process. 
Very importantly, extra money must be found to undertake some vital 
work on the village hall.  

Taking account of all these funding requirements, the Parish 
Council considers that the Precept Requirement for 2016-17 must 
increase to at least £25,408. This means that the Parish Council element 
of the band D Council Tax will be about £108.45 (an increase of £0.51 per 
week on the 2015-16 figure) and for band H it will be about £216.90 (an 
increase of £1.01 on last year). The final decision on the budget and 
Precept Requirement will be made at an extra PC meeting on 3 
December. So if you wish to comment on this issue, please contact the 
Parish Clerk before 30 November by email eardislandclerk@gmail.com or 
by phone on 07789 322771. 

Ash Dieback disease (Chalara) is now established in the county & 
parishes are being encouraged to have a Tree Warden to act as a link 
between the parish and local experts who can advise about this disease 
that is likely to have a profound effect on the countryside. If you are 
interested in becoming the Eardisland Tree Warden, please contact the 
Parish Clerk – training and support will be provided. 

 
Alison Sutton, Eardisland Parish Clerk 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) 
 

In early October there was a 
Community Consultation event in 
relation to the significant changes 
that have been made in the Draft 
Plan. These changes have been 
made partly in response to the 
feedback the NDP Steering group 
received following the previous 
consultation in November 2014. 
The other major influence that led 
to changes is the modifications that 
have been made to Herefordshire 
Council’s Core Strategy, which has 
now been adopted. Once approved 
the NDP will guide development 
within the parish until 2031. 
Therefore, it needs to be sufficiently 
robust to meet current 
requirements but must also have 
sufficient flexibility to allow it to 
meet future challenges and 
opportunities and recognise the 
imperative for sustainable, 
appropriate and proportionate 
development. 
Eardisland now has a minimum 
target of 34 new dwellings by 2031, 
of which 11 have already been built 
or given planning permission. When 
considering how to achieve this 
target, the Steering Group 
considered a ‘Call for Sites’ and 
allocation process alongside a 
criteria-based approach. Following 
advice from the Head of 
Neighbourhood Planning at 
Herefordshire Council and the 

Parish Council’s planning 
consultant, it was felt that it was 
more appropriate for the parish not 
to allocate sites, as there was a 
considerable risk that sites could be 
deemed unsuitable for 
development. For this reason and 
given the particular nature of the 
location of Eardisland village within 
the floodplain of the River Arrow, 
the Parish Council has chosen not to 
set rigid guidelines for future 
growth in terms of allocation of 
sites, as it is recognised that the 
riverine location of the built up area 
allows for very few development 
opportunities within or adjacent to 
the Settlement Boundary. 
Therefore, to enable sustainable, 
appropriate and proportionate 
development within the parish, the 
decision has been taken to examine 
proposals for development, as and 
when put forward, against the 
policies of the Eardisland NDP.  

Following consideration of 
the responses to the latest 
Consultation, the amended Draft 
Plan will shortly be submitted for 
Regulation 14 Consultation, the first 
formal consultation with statutory 
consultees, local businesses and 
parishioners. Please look out for 
more details and use the formal 
Response Forms if you wish to 
comment on the document. 

 
Alison Sutton, Eardisland Parish Clerk 
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SECURITY - THIS AFFECTS EVERYONE! 
 
As part of my role as Editor of the Eardisland Parish Magazine I receive messages 
about a range of matters from the local and county police. These are too many to 
report in full, but the local matters mainly refer to the theft of farm and garden 
machinery. However, there is an increasing number of messages that refer to 
banking and internet fraud. This is not a local or county problem, it is a national 
disaster – millions of pounds are involved. 
 The scams are too many to list in detail and are NOT confined to those 
of you who own a computer and/or use the internet. We are all dealt with in 
some way or another by the use of computers, from receiving utility bills through 
to an internet account (if you have one). Typically, you might receive a telephone 
call to say that your bank account has been compromised and that you need to 
change the account – these people are clever and will do their best to convince 
you that they are from the fraud department of your bank. They may well have 
your bank details which they will use for ‘security’ checks. If you transfer money, 
you almost certainly have lost it. There are many variants on this theme but in 
essence they centre on your bank account. 
 
What to do? 

 If you receive any communication from your bank, building society or 
any institution that requests your personal details, note who they say 
they are and hang up (if a phone) or leave any email – certainly do NOT 
open an attachment; 

 DO NOT phone back immediately. If you can, use another phone, maybe 
a neighbour’s or a mobile, to phone your bank and ask for the fraud 
department. If you have to use your phone then leave at least ten 
minutes to allow the line to ‘clear’, otherwise you may actually still be 
connected to the original caller. Give them a summary of what has 
happened; 

 REMEMBER – no official organisation, such as a bank or government 
department, will ask you for your financial details – they have them 
already; 

 If in any doubt, do not do anything other than to consult someone you 
know you can trust. 

 
I am sorry to say that this kind of scam tends to be aimed at elderly and 
vulnerable people, but anyone can be a target. 

Please work on the principle that your personal details are not safe, 
even if you think computers have nothing to do with you. 

Chris Bivand 
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THANKS . . . 
 
Many visitors who come into the village shop remark ‘what a lovely village and 
people here are so friendly’. Indeed, that is the case as I all too well know. I came 
here in 2013 because I wanted to live in that friendly village. Little did I know 
then that I would experience that friendliness in spades.  
 It has been a difficult year for me with personal grief and illness. I am 
lucky because I have come through it not least of all due to the friendliness and 
support of the people of Eardisland. Everyone has been so supportive and caring. 
I just want to say a huge thank you to all and bless the day I first came here to 
walk my dog. 
 Again, thank you and to everyone a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year. 

Eirien Jones 
 
INVITATION TO FRANCE 
 
Lots of families in La Vieille Lyre (our twin village in Normandy) are inviting us to 
visit them during the first weekend of next year’s May half-term (the bank 
holiday weekend 28-30 May). They would love to welcome new friends or renew 
links with old ones… Many of the French speak excellent English, so 
communication is not a problem. Group travel from Eardisland is a possibility or 
you may prefer to travel independently – which would enable you to holiday 
elsewhere in France either before or after the weekend in La Vieille Lyre. There is 
a lot of travel flexibility – for example, departure would be possible on the 
Saturday (28th May) at the beginning of half-term. 

If you would like to explore possibilities and find out more, please 
contact Phil Milchard (388097) or Ruth Brinton-Bivand (388375).  
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND – SAVE THE DATE! 
 
The band is holding its annual concert ‘Eardisland Village Band and Friends’ at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall on Saturday 12th March 2016. Please save the date! 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The next meeting of your PPG is Nov 10th which will be before this edition 
reaches everyone. We meet every 2 months so if anyone has any issues or 
questions you would like me to raise at any of the meetings please let me know. 
 The Practice Questionnaire 2015/16 is now out. It is available in paper 
copy at all 3 surgeries and from 30th Oct it can be completed online via the link on 
the website www.mortimer.gpsurgery.net  The survey is anonymous. 

http://www.mortimer.gpsurgery.net/
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If anyone is unable to access a paper copy and would like one, please give me a 
ring and I will deliver one to you. The Practice is keen for as many people as 
possible to complete. It is one way to influence our GPs to make changes as they 
did from last year’s results. 

Diane Lee 
  01544 387685 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
On October 2nd we held a collection at Morrisons, from 9.0am to 7.0pm, which 
raised £747.81. People continue to be very generous and many have stories to 
tell of personal experience and help from the Hospice. 

Our committee has recently undergone some changes and the members 
from Eardisland are now Margaret Roberts, Jo Watson and me, Dorothy Brown.  
Very many thanks go to Beryl Hoda and Annie Mitchell for their contributions 
over a number of years, and we know they will continue to help whenever 
possible. 

By the time you read this we will have held our last event for the year – a 
pre-Christmas coffee morning at the Luctonians. 

Thank you for the support you give to the Hospice, and we are also very 
pleased to welcome new members to our committee.  If anyone is interested in 
joining us, please give me a ring. 

Dorothy Brown   01544 388389 

EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
Earlier this month we had our Annual Meeting and a new committee was 
formed. Members shared their special memories and this was uplifting. In 
December we join together for a festive meal at The Corners, Kingsland and each 
person brings a Secret Santa gift so we all have a parcel to open!   

On Monday 11th January, because of likely inclement weather, we meet 
in the morning at 10am. So make sure anyone wishing to join us bears this 
altered time in mind. We meet as usual in the backroom and do not be put off by 
the exercise class in the Main Hall (we may join in)! There will be a Bring & Buy 
table so this is the opportunity to bring along any unwanted Christmas gifts (you 
know what I mean, we all have them!). The competition for this meeting is a 
poster for our Spring Coffee morning on Saturday 19th March when we hope to 
raise the money for a defibrillator for Eardisland. (More news on this at a later 
date.) 

This only leaves me to wish everyone who reads this, a very Happy 
Christmas and a Peaceful 2016. 

Please note that we have changed our house name from Black Barn (as 
we have never liked the name) to Kingfisher House.  

Mavis Tantrum, W.I. Secretary,  01544 387972 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 
 
The AGM was held on 21 October 2015. Kate Thompson reviewed the show and 
thanked all those that had supported the event especially the judges, stewards 
and volunteers on the day. The knowledge and experience shared by those who 
had been involved before was invaluable and very much appreciated by the new 
and very inexperienced committee! Jo South reported that 48 people had 
entered the show with over 220 entries. Elaine Smith reported that the show had 
covered its expenses and was financially viable. Ruth Brinton-Bivand thanked the 
committee on behalf of the village. The new committee was appointed as 
follows: Kate Thompson Chair, Jo South Secretary, Elaine Smith Treasurer and 
Steph Griffiths Marketing and Publicity. 

If you are interested in supporting the show either by joining the 
committee, helping in the build up to the show or on show day please contact a 
member of the committee. 

 
Next year’s Village Show – 3 September 2016 – put the date in your diary! 

If you want to work on a project over the winter months the following classes will 
be included in the schedule for next year: 

 A photograph of Eardisland in winter (must be taken during the winter 
of 2015/16 and dated) 

 A photograph of a family event 

 Any item of craft, including woodwork and metalwork, not exceeding 
12”x12”x12” (men only)   

 An item of cross stitch or embroidery 

 A pin cushion 

 An item of jewellery 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE OCTOBER 2015 
 

 The new committee (from September this year) is finding its feet and 
getting on with all aspects of running the hall. 

 A new gas isolation switch has been fitted in the kitchen to help prevent 
the gas cooker being accidentally turned on. 

 Thank you to Ruth Brinton-Bivand for helping accept delivery of the new 
tables, they are a great addition to the hall. 

 Thank you to Margaret and Phil Milchard for organising a very enjoyable 
quiz in September. It was a shame that there weren’t more people there 
as they missed lots of fun!  
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 Sadly, the Pampered Chef evening in November has had to be cancelled 
due to circumstances beyond our control. 

  
Your Village Hall needs you! It would be fantastic if there were some more 
volunteers either on the management committee or willing to help out 
occasionally: if you would like to find out more please speak to Kate Thompson 
387975, Caroline Marsden 388868 or Steph Griffiths 07968 810137. 
 

BITS AND PIECES 

 
Borrow money from pessimists - they don't expect it back. 
  
Half the people you know are below average. 
  
42.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot. 
  
A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good. 
  
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
  
All those who believe in telekinesis, raise my hand. 
  
The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
  
I almost had a psychic girlfriend but she left me before we met. 
  
OK, so what's the speed of dark? 
  
If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something. 
  

 
Village Hall Christmas Bingo: As the bowling club have organised a 
similar event on 3rd December we have decided to cancel ours and to 
support them instead. We hope you will do the same and make it a 
great night.  The next big village hall event will be the New Year’s Eve 
party. 
 We'll be putting our energy into organising new fun events for 2016 
and we'd love to hear your ideas too. Contact details as above or 
why not come along to one of our meetings. Dates are on the parish 
website, usually the 3rd Wednesday in the month. 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

Christmas and New Year Opening 
Hours 

2015 / 2016 
 

 
 

 

December 
 
Thursday 24th            Open 8.00am - Close 2.00pm 
Friday 25th                 Closed 
Saturday 26th              Closed  
Sunday 27th                Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm 
Monday 28th               Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm 
Tuesday 29th               Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm  
Wednesday 30th          Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm 
Thursday 31st              Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm 
 
January      
 

Friday 1st                   Closed 
Saturday 2nd               Open 8.00am - Close 4.00pm 
Sunday 3rd                  Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm 
 

From Monday 4th January, until further notice: 
 

Monday to Saturday inclusive:   Open 8.00am - Close 4.00pm 
Sunday                                    Open 10.00am - Close 2.00pm 
 

 

We will be running our annual hamper draw from Monday 7th 
December and serving mulled wine and mince pies from 12.00 
midday to 2.00pm on Xmas Eve. 
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ROAD SAFETY AT LAWTON CROSSROADS 
              
A NUMBER OF LOCAL RESIDENTS have been involved in accidents and alarming 
near-misses at Lawton.  The recent incident on Saturday 24th October was the 
most serious so far: two adults and a 4 year-old boy were airlifted to Birmingham 
and a 6 year-old girl was taken to Hereford hospital.  An Eardisland man who was 
also involved was fortunately uninjured. 
 
I NOW HAVE THE DETAILS of several accidents involving Eardisland residents plus 
visitors to the area.  In every case responsibility rested clearly with a driver 
travelling north or south on the A4110, where our C-B local road has clear 
priority.  In this latest incident the 21 year-old driver of the car travelling north on 
the A4110 apparently made little or no attempt to comply with the give-way sign. 
 
RECENT COSMETIC WORK was concentrated largely on our local road which 
already has priority.  Few additional high visibility road markings were painted on 
the A4110.  This seems to me totally illogical.  However slowly we are travelling 
we can still be seriously injured, or worse, if we are hit by an irresponsible driver 
on the A4110. 
 
AN ON-SITE MEETING between County Councillor Sebastian Bowen and Simon 
Hobbs of Herefordshire Council (see below) took place on Monday 2nd 
November.  Following this, Sebastian came to see me to give me details of what 
had been on offer at the meeting.  It appears that Herefordshire Council is likely 
to provide further road marking or signage on the A4110 approaches to the 
junction.  While this may be effective as an interim measure it can never, in my 
opinion, solve the problem of driver irresponsibility or stupidity. 
 
OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS measures taken on the A417, which cuts across 
country from Dinmore to Gloucester, have shown that bringing traffic to a halt or 
near-halt at dangerous junctions will solve the problem.  Burley Gate roundabout 
and traffic lights at Newtown and Trumpet crossroads have eliminated three 
notorious accident blackspots. These measures all followed a triple fatal collision 
at Burley Gate and a fatal collision at Trumpet crossroads. 
 
A FATAL COLLISION at Lawton is too high a price to pay to ensure an incident 
free 10 minutes’ journey between Eardisland and Leominster.  We need, as a 
community, to commence a robust campaign for a roundabout of sufficient size 
and appropriately engineered road approaches to slow traffic right down at 
Lawton.  Hopefully support could also come from Pembridge and Kingsland 
parish councils. 
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LOCAL CAMPAIGNS WORK.  It secured us the re-routing of the A44 30 years ago 
and there is no reason it should not work now.  Success will not come overnight, 
but however long it takes, it will be a worthwhile, possibly life-saving, legacy to 
future Eardisland residents. 
 
COPIES OF THIS LETTER have been provided to the people named below, 
together with a request that the matter be included on the agenda for the Parish 
Council meeting on 26th November.  I respectfully suggest that all concerned 
Eardisland residents consider following the courses of action listed below. 
 
1.   Attend the parish council meeting on Thursday 26th November at 7.30pm in 

the Village Hall. 
 
2.   Register your concerns with the following people: 
 

 Alison Sutton, Eardisland Parish Clerk 

     7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster HR6 8JD. 
     Tel. 07789 322771 Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

 

 County Councillor Roger Phillips 

      Bromage Farm, Broxwood, Leominster HR6 9JL. 
      Tel. 01544 340269 Email: rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk 
 

 County Councillor Sebastian Bowen 

      The Studio Flat, Church House, Ashford Bowdler, Ludlow SY8 4DJ. 
      Tel. 01584 831321 Email: sbowen@herefordshire.gov.uk 
 
Note: Lawton Crossroads is in Councillor Bowen’s ward (Bircher).  
He has been instrumental in obtaining improved road markings.  
  

Barry Freeman 

Update written Wednesday 11th November: 
 
Following distribution of advanced copies of the above article, this is part of an 
email received from Cllr. Sebastian Bowen.  

“There was a meeting today at Plough Lane, Herefordshire Council 
Offices, with the Highways and Accident teams. Lawton’s Cross is well on the list 
for improvements but not this year, I regret to say. The consensus is that a 
roundabout similar to the one at Burley Gate would be suitable. A plan has been 
drawn up.”   

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
mailto:rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
mailto:sbowen@herefordshire.gov.uk
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‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 

Connecting the people of 

Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  

Thursday  

28th Jan & 25thFeb 
(No get together in December!) 

from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
This is a not a club or organisation 

– there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 
 

Together we can make a difference! 
 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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HALF A CENTURY IN EARDISLAND: SOME REFLECTIONS 
    
I came to Eardisland on Saturday 13th November 1965.  The next day was 
Remembrance Sunday, made memorable by the parade of around a hundred 
local people marching, not walking, behind the twin standards of the United 
Kingdom and the Eardisland British Legion, from the church to the war memorial. 

Sadly, but inevitably, most of those people marching so proudly on that 
bright frosty Autumn Sunday are no longer with us, and that parade was a sight 
not seen here for over thirty years.  Recalling it however leads me to my theme: 
that in the fifty years I have lived in the village we have undergone a process of 
continual change, from a traditional village populated by predominantly local 
people to a reinvented village which is home to mainly people who have gladly 
chosen to live here. 

In 1965 Eardisland village was still the focal point for most residents of 
the wider parish.  Besides the church there were: a chapel; a primary school; two 
general stores; a garage, a post office and two well patronised pubs.  Various 
tradesmen were available, including two who doubled up as men’s barbers 
(provided one required a no-nonsense short back and sides, rather than the 
latest Beatles styling).  In addition, we had a resident vicar, a special constable 
and one of the two school teachers.  A Pembridge doctor held a weekly visiting 
surgery in Adlen House, which was the post office at that time. 

Additional delivery services were: an excellent postal service, sorted 
locally, (we always received ours by 7.45.am); milk; bread and cakes from a 
Pembridge baker; papers from the main village stores and general groceries from 
Pembridge or Leominster.  The afternoon postal delivery and the Hereford 
evening paper were available for collection later in the day.  Finally, the dustbins 
were emptied every three weeks: it was adequate, we didn’t generate so much 
rubbish then! 

It is worth noting that Green Elms, the 19 houses estate built by 
Herefordshire County Council in the mid-1950s, made no provision for car 
parking, only a bay for deliveries.  Car ownership was far from the near universal 
norm it has since become.  There was a fairly adequate bus service and the 
village was a stopping point for the national coach network on the Cheltenham to 
Aberystwyth route.  Eardisland was then on the A44. 
That, in a nutshell, was Eardisland as I remember it in 1965.  There follows a list 
of the factors which I suggest have led to the re-invented Eardisland we enjoy 
today. 
 
THE ORIGIN OF THE RE-INVENTION 
 
I regard the building of Glebe Cottages (4 houses) and Orchard Green (9 houses) 
in the early 1970s as the starting point.  Incredibly, there were virtually no new 
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houses built for about 40 years prior to 1970.  A local family created Border Oak 
and provided these two developments of moderately priced houses.  Their 
design incorporated strong elements of the local vernacular architecture and, all 
importantly, car accommodation out of sight behind the houses.  There is 
nothing detracts from the appearance of a development more than an endless 
vista of parked cards. 
 
IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF THE RE-INVENTION PROCESS 
Road Safety and Environment 

 Re-routing of the A44 

 Installation of a 30mph speed limit 

 Provision of continuous footpaths through the village 

 Voluntary improvement of planted areas by Eardisland in Bloom group 

 Voluntary improvement of the parish footpaths by the two footpath officers 

 Designation of Eardisland Conservation Area 

 Continuous attention to all relevant matters by Eardisland Parish Council 

 
Buildings and Facilities 

 Parish Church: major renovation (£250,000) in 2012.  Building now in its 

best condition ever. 

 Village Hall: converted from redundant primary school in 1980; continuous 

programme of maintenance and improvement includes car park. 

 Dovecote: renovated (£100,000) and opened to the public in 1999: now 

accommodates the invaluable community shop. 

 Car Parks: free public car park including the rare 1920s AA box, renovated in 

2000 and installed in a recreated garden setting: also parking lay-by and 

riverside picnic area east of bridge. 

 Recreation Ground: new bowling green, 2 play areas, tree plantings. 

 War Memorial: renovated in 1995 and surroundings enhanced with two 

flowering trees, roses and bulbs. 

 Farm re-sited outside village: new estate of 13 houses, plus 4 houses from 

converted redundant farm buildings. 

 
Voluntary Organisations and Groups 
 
The smooth running of most of the above elements of modern Eardisland 
depend essentially on volunteers: they are the people who create a community 
from a group of residents who have come to live in the same village by chance.  
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Fortunately, a significant number of the more recent newcomers have chosen to 
volunteer their time and talents for various organisations.  Without them, 
modern Eardisland could not function. 
 These then are my reflections after half a century of living in Eardisland.  
I like the present and I am optimistic for the future.  Thank you to everyone who 
makes this such a pleasant village to live in.  It is now many years since I decided 
that I had no wish to live anywhere else.  When I first approached Eardisland 
bridge from Leominster, I clearly recall exclaiming “What a lovely place!” 

I still think that. 
 
Footnote:  At the Editor’s suggestion I have included a few of the nationally 
significant events of 1965:  Sir Winston Churchill died; Damien Hurst, J.K.Rowling 
and Liz Hurley born; Stanley Matthews knighted; average house price £3,660; a 
gallon of petrol was 5 shillings (25p) and the national speed limit was set at 
70mph. 

Barry Freeman 
 
AUCTION OF PROMISES – SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 
 
What a wonderful evening we all had in church at the Auction of Promises! 
A massive £4,636.50p was raised.   We were all absolutely over the moon with 
the result and our grateful thanks need to go to so many people involved in 
making the event such a great success. 

Firstly, I would like to thank the main people who organised such a 
successful evening, Phil and Margaret Milchard and David and Sue Wallis. Sue 
deserves our special admiration seeing that she was nursing injuries from a fall!   
Everything ran so smoothly.  Our grateful thanks also go to Peter Hicks from 
Jackson’s Estate Agents who was our brilliant auctioneer; he certainly got the 
bids coming in thick and fast! 

Secondly, thank you to all who gave such wonderful items for auction.  
We are truly grateful to you all. We would also like to thank the Village Hall for 
their support. 

And last, but not least, thank you to all who bid such generous amounts 
of money for the items. Some of the money raised will pay for the repair of our 
organ, an item of expenditure that suddenly came upon us. An amount will also 
be set aside for repairs to our stained glass windows.    

We do hope all of you who came to the event enjoyed the evening. It 
was wonderful to see the community pulling together in support of our lovely 
church. 

Beryl Hoda 
Dian Cope 

  



19 
 

SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.  
 

 
Sunday 22nd November  -  Christ the King 

9.30 am Holy Communion 
 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 29th November  -  Advent Sunday 

6.30 pm Benefice Advent Carol Service 
at Kingsland 
 

Kingsland 
(No morning service at 
Eardisland) 

 

Sunday  6th December 

9.30 am Matins 
 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 13th December 

9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20th December 

6.30 pm Service of Lessons and Carols 
with Mulled Wine afterwards 

Eardisland 
(No morning service) 

 
 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Christmas Eve  –  24th December 

10 pm Holy Communion 
 

Eardisland 

 

Christmas Day  –  25th December 

9.30 am Family Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 27th December 

11 am Benefice Said Communion 
 

Kingsland 
(No morning service at 
Eardisland) 

 

Sunday 3rd January 

9.30 am Holy Communion  
Preacher: The Archdeacon of 
Hereford, The Venerable Paddy 
Benson 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 10th January 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

I think we sometimes celebrate Christmas in 
the same way we celebrate Hallowe’en – we 
get out the glitter and the treats, we gather 
together in the streets and in our homes, we 
spend money on goodies in case anyone 
calls round – but we don’t really know what 
it’s all about. I certainly don’t want to know 
about the powers of darkness and from my 
own grapplings with things that go wrong, or 
people whose tongues spread untruths, or 
who hate others I know that evil does exist 
and don’t want that encouraged. Strangely 
enough in Canada where I did a priest swap 
five years ago over this period of the year – 
the whole Hallowe’en thing was very 
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different. Their services for all saints and all souls were in the churchyards and 
prayers for the dead were wholesome and fitting and not scary. We seem to have 
inherited Hallowe’en from the States and Canada but it hasn’t transferred at all 
well.  

Do you treat Christmas in the same way you treat Hallowe’en, the 
trimmings but not the reality? What does the birthday of a child born in a far off 
country mean to you? Don’t you have enough birthdays to remember with those 
in your own families. Funnily enough, like all “famous” people Jesus’ influence 
wasn’t felt in the universal way it is today until after he had died and something 
so strange and amazing had happened that those there realised that Jesus was 
something else and that he wasn’t going to die out with his dying. So what are 
you going to do to make Christmas something to do with Jesus’ birthday 
celebration and not just the tinsel and turkey? 

I will be in Eardisland celebrating Christmas on Sunday 20th December at 
6.30pm for carols, readings and setting up the crib, and then on Christmas Eve at 
10pm for a service at that lovely time of night when all is still and dark and there 
is a special space to think, pray and celebrate and then my colleague Rev Michael 
Denny will be with you on Christmas Morning at 9.30am and if you bring along 
one of your Christmas Gifts then the celebrations can really begin! 
Jesus is the real gift of Christmas. That God loves us and this broken world so 
much that he wanted to give us a safe way through it is amazing, that he sent his 
Son to us shows his love in ways that we can’t really comprehend because he 
must have known that we don’t treat precious things very well, but he loves each 
and every one of us and that is truly amazing. Stop for a moment and remember 
that God loves you whether you come to church or not, whether you believe or 
not, God loves you.  

I hope you have a blessed Christmas. 
 
E TEAM ACTIVITIES 
 

The Team’s Craft and Apple 
morning, held on Saturday 24th 
October, attracted a good few 
people who seemed to enjoy 
themselves. The event boasted 
12 craft stalls, and a display of 
50 odd varieties of cider, 
dessert and cooking apples, all 
locally grown including some 
special Herefordshire varieties, 
e.g. Stoke Edith Pippin, with 
apples being pressed by Elaine 
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and Alan to produce juice for tasting. The morning raised around £370 after 
expenses. This is a grand sum and has boosted the Team’s finances dramatically, 
even beating the funds raised by the Plants and Seeds day in May.  

Again, our many thanks go to the back- up team, who provided the 
cakes, teas and coffees and other refreshments which are an integral part of 
these events, and to the various helpers, contributing in many ways, including 
David who lent us his small marquee to allow the apple display and pressing to go 
ahead, and Alister who gave us samples of 12 of his mainly cider apple varieties 
to display. 

As we hope many will have noticed, the team has been busy (around a 
break for coffee and Pat’s great cakes, and occasionally Elaine’s flapjacks) tidying 
up the various locations around the village we take some responsibility for, ready 
for the (currently slowly) encroaching winter.  

In particular, we have tended the memorial garden in time for 
Remembrance Day, and like to think our year-round efforts have contributed to 
this year’s wonderful flowering of the red roses (generally a very good year for 
roses), red tulips and fuchsias in that bed. We spent Thursday 29th October 
weeding and clearing up around the village hall. We also have the young people’s 
allotment to attend to when we can. This week, 5th Nov, we continued with bulb 
planting, mainly daffs (yes a little late).  

We can also report that we have a new member, Tony Phillips, living on 
St Mary’s Walk who started with us on the 29th Oct. We just hope we haven’t put 
him off with the Village Hall work! 
 

Phil Milchard, Chris Watson and Wendy Cross 
 
EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
 
Eardisland Bowls Club will be holding a Christmas Bingo night on 

Thursday, 3rd of December at the Club House. 
Doors open at 7.00 pm. 
Eyes Down at 7.30 pm. 
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Eardisland Bowls Club has had another successful season with teams in 
the final of the Hereford Times Cup and the Kington Shield. Also finishing third in 
the Hereford Men’s League. Fourteen players this year entered the 
prestigious Llandrindod Wells Bowling Tournament and gained places in the 
Ladies Pairs Championship also the Mixed Pairs. The club invited two local 
schools (Shobdon and Dilwyn) to have a go at playing bowls. This was coached by 
local coaches assisted by members of the club. It is hoped to repeat this next 
year to include other local schools. 
 The club will always welcome new members, players and social, so come 
along and have a go on Opening Day, Saturday 16th of April 2016. 
 

Doug Tantrum   01544 387972 
 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

 
       Most of what I wrote for the last edition of this magazine was an amended 
version of the first two pages of my Paper “Watermills on the River Arrow in the 
Parish of Eardisland”. The thrust of that Paper is not only to record the existence 
of various mills at various dates, but also to establish where they were situated, 
which was not always where the two most recently recorded mills were, and 
which, both now very sympathetically modernised, still are. To do this dictates 
the use of maps within the text, which is not a viable proposition in the pages of 
this magazine. 
       To abandon that very detailed Paper in this publication is the only sensible 
way forward. I have therefore reverted to a heading I have used before, which 
allows me free rein. And so: 
       1598 in Eardisland, a year for which I have four documentary references 
specific to this parish. But before discussing the references, what of the parish 
itself? 
       With two well documented exceptions, the geographical extent of the parish 
in 1598 is likely to have been the same as it is today; first: 
       In 1851 Mr Smythies (Lynch Court) acted to defend his property: 
On 21 August he obtained the vestry’s consent to this resolution: ‘The portion of 
Long Meadow for which Mr Smythies as he states, is overcharged to Eardisland, 

should be given up to Pembridge parish in lieu of a part of Wesley, which was 
given up to Eardisland in deciding the Boundaryline’. 

This is from page 168 of Reeves, Norman C The Leon Valley. Three Herefordshire 
Villages. Kingsland, Monkland & Eardisland. Phillimore & Co. Ltd. 1980. 
       Long Meadow was on the south side of the river, well upstream of the village, 
about opposite Twyford farmhouse. Part of it was in Pembridge parish and fairly 
frequent disputes arose over the years about its ownership. These were 
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prompted by alterations from floodwater to the course of the main stream of the 
river. 
       Wesley was another field south of the river. On the Tithe Map (1842/1844) it 
shows as a large area of pasture downstream of Long Meadow and separated 
from it only by three very small fields, Withy Bed, Withy Bed Plock and Nursery. 
       The second alteration to the parish boundary took place in 1884. It was 
recorded in Jakeman & Carver Directory. 1890., where the wording was: 
25th March 1884. An order under the Divided Parishes Act came into force under 

which detached parts of Eardisland were amalgamated with Dilwyn and 
Weobley. 

       Reeves, on page 134 of The Leon Valley.......gives more detail: 
Some changes in the parish boundaries took place in 1884 when by a Local 
Government Board Order (No. 15,956) Upper and Lower Barewood were 

transferred to Dilwyn and a detached part of the parish was added to Weobley. 
       In fact there were two detached parts of the parish, both of them to the 
south-west of Lower Hardwick, with only a very small wedge of land, partly in 
Dilwyn parish, partly in Pembridge, between them. The southern boundary of the 
furthest detached part of Eardisland parish was very close to The Birches which is 
not very far north of Weobley village. The Birches still exists and can be seen on a 
modern Ordnance Survey Map, for example Landranger Series Sheet 148 
(Published 1995). 
       My source for the location of the detached parts of the parish is the Tithe 
Map, already referred to above. 
       But to return to the year 1598. 
       In this parish in 1598 babies were born and baptised, people were married, 
and people died and were buried. 
       Records of these events were, or should have been, written into a ‘Parish 
Register’. Such Registers had been introduced in 1538 by Thomas Cromwell, chief 
minister of King Henry VIII. The surviving Register for Eardisland, now in the 
County Archive in Hereford, starts from 25th March 1614. Whether or not there 
ever was an earlier volume, which has since gone missing, must remain a matter 
for conjecture. 
       I have four documentary references specific to the Eardisland of 1598. 
       The first of these is an Indenture dated:  
       the fifteenth day of Maye in the ffortieth Year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Ladie Elizabeth by the grace of God of England Ffrance and Ireland Queene 
defender of the faith etc. Between Roger Vaughan of Kynsley in the Countie of 
herefforde esquire now the Lorde of the Manor or Lordshippe of Erslande in the 
said Countie one thon party and Nicholas Deyos of the paryshe of Ersland aforesid 
gentleman on the other party.......This wording is from a transcript of the 
Indenture, now in the County Archive. The original is still in private ownership in 
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the village. It is quite a long document which opens windows into several aspects 
of life in Eardisland in 1598. 
       However, my computer tells me that this article has now extended to 845 
words, more than my self-imposed limit of 800. The year 1598 will be re-visited 
in a future edition of this magazine. 

George Alderson 
 
RECENT PARISH ANNIVERSARIES: 1995-2015 

 
This year is the twentieth anniversary of the publication of the book, 
‘Eardisland, an oral history’. It was produced by the members of the Eardisland 
Oral History Group, which was founded in 1993. The story of how this group 
formed and the work it did has appeared in this magazine before (2013).  The 
book was launched with great success with an exhibition of parish memorabilia 
gathered in the course of the project and held in the village hall in October 
1995. Today, exactly 20 years later, the book continues to be a source of 
reference and information. It tells the story of the social and economic history 
of the village, with special reference to the shops and their owners, the sports 
played, the school and the teachers, changing patterns of home and working life 
in the parish, the village soldiers (now recalled in the informative exhibition 
organised by Graham Madeley) and the wider patterns of social change that 
have occurred in the community. It has always proved to be of great interest to 
newcomers to the parish over the years since it provides insights into life in this 
small, historic Herefordshire village through the eyes of those who grew up here 
from the turn of the 20th century, many of whom who went to school in what is 
now the village hall, (one lady was there in 1898) together with information 
from historical records. A few copies appear from time to time in second hand 
bookshops and remain greatly prized by those who obtain them. 

Another anniversary that occurs in 2015 is that of the formation of an 
Eardisland Archaeological Projects Group, in 2000. This arose following the 
discovery, by twin sisters Holly and Ruth Brookes, then aged 7, of two small 
pieces of pot on a mound behind Burton Court. They were found in badger spoil 
and rather than throw them away as might have been a likely outcome, they took 
them to their father Roger, who at that time had a work shop in an old stable 
block, where he worked as a wood carver. Roger thought they were exceptionally 
old and following a meeting we decided to contact the professional 
archaeologists in Hereford for their comments. Dr Keith Ray and his colleague Tim 
Hoverd arrived one day and confirmed the pottery was early medieval and that a 
project should be undertaken to investigate the site further. They agreed to 
supervise the work from time to time and advise and guide the project. A group 
was formed following a meeting in the village hall and excavations began. The 
outcome was that during the next three years, over 2000 pieces of similar pot 
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were uncovered, which were dated by an expert to have been made between 
1050-1200 (there was none after this date.) In addition, there was a rare Norman 
Gaming Counter. These discoveries were of great interest since the Burton Court 
Rolls begin in 1332, indicating there was activity on the site, or close by, well 
before the Rolls began to record events.  

Also in 2000 a Bronze Age dagger, now recorded in archaeological 
records as the ‘Eardisland Dirk’ was uncovered by Roger Brookes. This very 
important find is now on display in the museum in Hereford. The story of the 
archaeological work undertaken is told in the book we published in 2006, ‘A Case 
Study of Burton Court.’ The work of the group has continued ever since, with 
several other projects, culminating most recently in the excavation which 
uncovered Iron Age activity in the parish.  

But what of the twins who set the whole project into action in 2000? 
Both have enjoyed extremely successful academic careers in their university 
degrees and are progressing in a number of interesting ways. Ruth is training to 
become a Ranger for the National Trust in a large country house, Lanhydrock, in 
Cornwall, perhaps inspired by her connections with Burton Court as a child. Holly 
completed her degree in Fine Art in Aberystwyth earlier this year and is 
developing as a successful artist in her own right. In the summer of 2015 she was 
selected to display her work at the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation’s ‘Wildlife 
Artist of the Year’ exhibition at London’s Mall Galleries. She was awarded a top 
prize after her work was featured in a national exhibition. She was inspired by an 
occasion when she was walking across the beach in Wales and came across birds 
washed up and tangled in netting after a set of bad storms. She was named 
wildlife artist of the year at a prize-giving event and was awarded the £500 prize 
from wildlife artist and conservationist, David Shepherd. He is an artist of 
international fame whose works hang in many of the most important galleries in 
the world. Holly is concerned in her art with issues of conservation and pollution 
and through her powerful images brings them to public attention. The judge and 
director of art gallery and museum, Nature in Art, said of her winning piece 
entitled, ‘Storm Damage,’ “Good art has difficulty preaching but Holly Brookes has 
successfully combined the message and enhanced it with a great title.” Her work 
can be seen (and bought) on line.  Both girls appear in the three films we made, 
‘Enchanted Eardisland’; ‘Hidden Eardisland,’ and ‘Portrait of a Parish’.  

The most recent excavation work of the archaeological project group, 
which Holly and her sister helped inspire, was completed exactly two years ago. 
The post excavation process, which is time consuming and complex, has now 
been completed. Artefacts uncovered need expert identification, drawings must 
be prepared with great accuracy and the technical report must be written 
according to archaeological requirements. This process has taken two years. 
In October 2013 this archaeological survey and excavation was carried out as part 
of a Parish Study by the group with support from the county archaeologists. 
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Funding was provided by Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club and Eardisland Parish 
Council. It was necessary to request expert help in identifying finds, interpreting 
geophysics results and producing an accurate technical archaeological report. 
Copies of the report have now been placed with both funding bodies and 
distributed to all those people who assisted.   
The detailed report presents the results from what was an exploratory, small 
scale excavation of crop marks seen on an aerial photograph, thought to show 
only a Romano-British farmstead. A major discovery was that of Iron Age activity 
on the site (from 800 B.C.) The report includes the full record of recovered 
information, analysis of finds and interpretation of the site. Following field 
walking in the field and after a magnetometer survey had been undertaken, a 
single trench 1.25m x 16m was opened to locate the cropmark and if possible to 
establish a date and determine the function of any features revealed. 
Three ditches were excavated within the trench. One was dated by pottery to the 
Roman period (possibly post 2nd century). The other ditches contained a small 
assemblage of finds including 75 pottery sherds which established dates from 
Late Middle Iron Age to Late Iron Age and the Roman period (800 BC to Roman 
Conquest, locally AD 50-55).  

The ditches and the occupation material of abundant charcoal deposits, 
burnt and fired clay, spindle whorl and fragments of quern, oven and briquetage 
(dishes used to transport salt) represent human activity of a domestic nature on 
the site over a long period of time. Although the aerial photograph failed to show 
any sign of dwellings on the site, unexcavated circular crop marks are known to 
exist in an adjacent field. The assemblage of finds is fairly typical of other Iron Age 
sites in Herefordshire. 

The ditches showed periods of natural infilling, weathering and slumping, 

followed by some deliberate ditch infilling. All the material uncovered together 

with the detailed report will be placed in the museum archive in Hereford for use 

by future archaeologists.  

The Eardisland History & Heritage Group which organised the work remains 
extremely grateful to the landowners, Edward and Yvonne Thomas for their 
support and all those who assisted in many ways that made the project feasible. 
There are a number of publications and DVDs about the parish produced by the 
Heritage Group since 1995, which are available for donations, in the Tea Rooms 
in Eardisland. 

Paul Selfe 
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AN UNUSUAL FIND 
 
I was delighted to receive this from our friend, Graham Simpson. We had lunch 
with Graham and Esher recently and I am pleased to report that they are both 
well and enjoying their new house in Hereford – the only people I know of their 
age to ‘upsize’! Ed. 
 
Many readers will know that the History and Heritage Group hold a variety of 
parish records, for example parish censuses and births, deaths and marriages 
from the parish registers. The group carried out an inventory of the church 
memorials both in the graveyard and in the church itself some years ago, and this 
was updated at the time of the church alterations as formerly buried gravestones 
came to light. 
 One particular record was noted in the past as follows: 
 

Joan Pritchard., wid. 
Died March 15, 1727 

Age 82. 
 

Nothing unusual about that you may say, but its location is probably impossible 
for any researchers to find without guidance* or purely by chance – it is engraved 
on the outside of the church itself, and approximately 8 feet above ground level! 
None of the Group Members have come across this kind of location before – 
have you? If so, please get in touch with me. Thank you. 
 
*East side of East buttress on the South side of the chancel . . . . 
 

Graham Simpson 
 01432 30175 

 
WEOBLEY CRAFT AND FOOD FAIR 
 
Congratulations to Jill Ainslie and Kate Best and all their helpers in putting 
together a grand display of local Crafts and Food stalls on Sunday 1st November in 
the stunningly decorated Hopelands venue. 

The hall was packed with 315 paying and buying visitors and £1120 was 
raised for the village hall funds from the entrance fees and all day refreshments 
available from a very busy kitchen. Such was the success that it is planned to hold 
a similar event in October next year. 
 
Well done indeed. 
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WEOBLEY & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

December 
This year’s Christmas Lunch will take place on Wednesday 13th January at The 
Kings House, Pembridge.  We decided to postpone it until January so we have 
something to look forward to after the December surfeit of Turkey and Christmas 
Pudding!  The cost will be £19.50 per head to include a choice of menu for two 
courses and coffee to follow.  
 The Kings House in Pembridge is a very warm and welcoming venue with 
excellent food so we shall hope to see lots of members there. Further details to 
come and in the meantime, save the date in your diaries. 
2016:  January 

On Wednesday, January 27 Jason O’Keefe will talk to the Society at Hopelands, 
Weobley's Village Hall at 7.30.  Jason (Jason the Archer), from the Border Levy re-
enactment group, will talk about the life of a 15th century archer and 
demonstrate the sort of clothing and weapons that helped to make archers from 
our part of England such a powerful fighting force.  Members and non-members 
are very welcome. 
February      
Tim Hoverd of Herefordshire Archaeology will talk to the Society's meeting on 
February 24 at Weobley Village Hall at 7.30pm about The Dorstone Mounds. 
Investigations at Dorstone Hill in the Dore Valley, Herefordshire, have taken place 
annually since 2011, with the aim of investigating Neolithic settlement in the 
area just to the south of the chambered tomb of Arthur’s Stone. Numbers of 
finds dating from the Mesolithic to the Roman periods have been retrieved 
during field-walking over the past 70 years and more indicate the possibility that 
archaeological remains relatings to the number of periods exist on the 
promontory at Dorstone Hill. Members and non-members are very welcome. 
 
WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 

I have reserved seats to see Toast, starring Matthew Kelly at Malvern on 

Wednesday 24th February. This is a play by the same writer as ‘One Man, Two 

Guvnors’ which we saw nearly 3 years ago, which will lift the spirits on a cold 

winter’s day!  

We shall be leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 12.30 for the 2.30pm 

performance at Malvern, £31 per ticket payable before 22 January please. 

 Happy Christmas to everyone.  

Kate Best  01544 318513, bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk  
  

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The weather for Eardisland in September remained fairly warm with 
temperatures ranging from 16 to 21 degrees. The total rainfall recorded was 
39mm (1.5 inches), the heaviest rain 12mm (0.5 inch) falling on Monday evening 
the 15th when the river rose to 8 inches falling to a low of 4 inches the average 
for the month. Barometer pressures ranged from 28.9 to 30.02. 

The weather in October produced only 31mm of rain (1.22 inch) with 
temperatures from 11 to 17 degrees, with barometer pressures ranging from 
29.01 to 29.94, with the river still averaging 4 inches. incidentally my lowest 
recording for the depth of the river this year so far has been 3 inches despite the 
lack of rain. 

Equivalent rainfalls for Sept 2014: 9mm (0.3 inch) and Oct 2014, 105mm  
(4.15 inches)). No unusual sightings on the nature front. 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House (formerly Black Barn) 
 
 

MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY IN THE HEREFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY 
 

The team at Midlands Air Ambulance Charity is 
inviting Herefordshire groups and societies, who 
want to learn more about the life saving work of 
the organisation, to get in touch to request an 
inspiring talk or presentation. 
 Mary Seldon, who has joined Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity as regional fundraising 

manager for Herefordshire, is keen to meet the local community and 
demonstrate how their support can help to keep the vitally important emergency 
pre-hospital service in operation across the county. 

Mary explains: “Over the last twelve months, over 450 missions 
Midlands Air Ambulance attended took place in Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire and with Herefordshire being such a rural area; it plays a vital 
role in saving lives. I am amazed that everywhere I go someone has a tale to tell 
about being saved and owing their life to Midlands Air Ambulance. 

“As a charity that relies entirely on funding via donations from the 
general public and local businesses, I want to highlight just how important it is 
that the people of Herefordshire continue to support us. I’d welcome interest 
from local community groups, societies, schools and organisations who are 
interested in learning about Midlands Air Ambulance Charity and the difference 
we can make at the scene of a critical accident, to get in touch and book an 
informative presentation.” 
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 To find out more about Midlands Air Ambulance Charity and to book a 
talk or presentation by Mary, visit www.midlandsairambulance.com, find the 
charity on Facebook or Twitter, or call the team on 0800 8 40 20 40. A small 
donation to support the on-going work of the Midlands Air Ambulance Charity is 
welcomed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     

 
 

http://www.midlandsairambulance.com/
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Beauty and the Beast 
Friday 27 November 2015 – Saturday 9 January 2016 

Tickets £10 - £20 

01432 340555 
 

The Courtyard’s annual pantomime returns to tell 

the story of 
 

Beauty and the Beast! 
 

Ian Archer, Chief Executive at The Courtyard and Producer of 

Beauty and the Beast, said, “There’s no better way to gear up to 

Christmas than with a classic pantomime and this year it’s Beauty 

and the Beast!  I can’t wait for everyone to see what we have in 

store this year, but we promise it will be bigger and beast-ier than 

last year!” 

 

WIN four tickets to see this year’s pantomime on Tuesday 8 

December at 7pm! Just answer this question: What flower does 

Beauty’s father pick from the Beast’s garden? Send your answer 

along with your name, address and telephone number to 

competitions@courtyard.org.uk. The deadline for entries is 

Wednesday 2nd December. 

 

Beauty and the Beast will be in the Main House from Friday 27 

November 2015 – Saturday 9 January 2016.  To book tickets, or 

for more information contact the Box Office on 01432 340555 or 

visit www.courtyard.org.uk  
 

mailto:competitions@courtyard.org.uk
http://www.courtyard.org.uk/
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New class starting in 
January on Tuesday 

evenings, 7.30pm-8.30pm 
Call or email if you’re 

interested - Mandy 
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 
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Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf 
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Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 
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mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
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