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Sascha Kindred opening 
the new Play Area 
equipment on Saturday 
15

th
 August 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sascha Kindred OBE is a 
British swimmer who has 
competed in five 
Summer Paralympic 
Games, winning twelve 
medals - here he shows 
just one.  
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EDITORIAL 
 
I’m pleased to say that the opening 
of the renovated play area and 
additional equipment on the 
recreation field was a great success 
and a tribute to a lot of hard work 
by a dedicated team that enabled 
the whole thing to happen. Let’s 
hope it is well used and treated 
with respect. 
 The Cross Inn looks to be in 
a rather sorry state now and is 
firmly closed. After so many years 
of happy drinking there it does 
seem a great shame. However, 
given that so many pubs are closing 
across the country, it was always a 
benefit to have a choice of two in a 
small village. I have no idea what 
the future holds for the Cross, but if 
it could continue as a pub or 
restaurant it would perpetuate a 
long tradition. I guess this is unlikely 
and that housing will be on the 
agenda. 

 The Village Shop is one of 
the success stories in recent years, 
and it has moved further forward 
with a complete renovation of all 
the shelving and storage. I have 
placed some photos on page 10. It 
remains true that the shop can 
always do with volunteers and just 
a small time contribution is always 
appreciated. The old maxim applies 
- “use it or lose it!” 
 Whilst mentioning the 
shop, David Wallis has dutifully 
attended to open up for years now, 
despite suffering considerable ill 
health and an operation which has 
led to unfortunate complications. 
He’s a man of considerable courage 
and spirit. I now hear that his wife, 
Sue, has suffered a fall and has 
broken bones. I am sure you will 
join with me in wishing them our 
very best wishes. 

Chris Bivand
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015 
 

Wednesday 23
rd

 September Quiz, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 24
th

 September Share a Care, from 2.30pm, VH 

Friday 2
nd

 October Morrisons Collection 

Sunday 11
th

 October Harvest Festival, Church, 9.30am 

Monday 12
th

 October WI, VH, 7.30pm  

Saturday 17
th

 October Church Auction, page 16 

Wednesday 21
st

 October Eardisland Village Show AGM, VH, 6.30pm 

Wednesday 21
st

 October VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Thursday 22
nd

 October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 24
th

 October Craft and Apple Event, 10.00 - 12.30pm, VH, p.22 

Wednesday 28
th

 October Weobley VH, 7.30pm - talk on ‘Droving’, page 27 

Thursday 29
th

 October Share a Care, from 2.30pm, VH  

Friday 6
th

 November Copy date for Eardisland Parish Magazine 

Friday 6
th

 November ‘Pampered Chef’ evening, VH, 7.30pm 

Tuesday 10
th

 November Coffee Morning at Luctonians for Hospice, page 9 

Wednesday 18
th

 November VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Wednesday 25
th

 November Christmas Bingo, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 26
th

 November Share a Care, from 2.30pm, VH 

Sunday 29
th

 November Advent Service, Kingsland, 6.30pm 

Wednesday 16
th

 December VHMC, 7.30pm, VH 

Friday 31
st

 December New Year’s Eve Party, VH 

 
VH = Eardisland Village Hall 
VHMC = Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
 
EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE DATES FOR 2016 
 

Copy Date Projected Distribution Date 

Friday 8
th

 January Friday 22
nd

 January 

Friday 4
th

 March Friday 18
th

 March 

Friday 6
th

 May Friday 20
th

 May 

Friday 8
th

 July Friday 22
nd

 July 

Friday 9
th

 September Friday 23
rd

 September 

Friday 4
th

 November Friday 18
th

 November 

 
These dates were agreed by Eardisland Parish Council on Thursday 17

th
 

September. 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The last vacancy on the Parish 
Council was filled at the July 
meeting when Paul Simner offered 
to stand and was co-opted as a 
member of the Council. 
 The Parish Council were 
delighted to see so many families 
and children at the Opening Event 
for the new play equipment and the 
picnic afterwards. Sascha Kindred 
brought his family with him for the 
opening and his daughter enjoyed 
playing in the younger children’s 
play area! After cutting the ribbon, 
Sascha spent some time chatting to 
the young people and showing his 
medals from 2012 and other events, 
before the Village Band serenaded 
everyone while they picnicked. The 
Council are very grateful to the 
Band, the Eardisland in Bloom team 
for putting up the gazebo, everyone 
who attended and in particular to 
Elaine Smith for all her fabulous 
food and help!  
 Following the discussion 
about school transport issues with 
County Councillors Sebastian 
Bowen and Roger Phillips at the July 
meeting, parents who have to pay 
for transport can now spread the 
payments over 9 months, rather 
than 2 large amounts. However, it 
appears that the local bus for 
Weobley school is full. 
 Dog fouling continues to 
be a serious issue – please be 
responsible for collecting your 

animal’s waste in a bag, take it 
home and put it into your general 
rubbish bin and do not leave it 
around the parish for someone else 
to sort out. If you see a dog owner 
not disposing of their dog’s waste 
correctly, you can contact Craig 
Sandman, Senior Enforcement 
Officer, Community Protection 
Environmental Health & Trading 
Standards, email 
csandman@herefordshire.gov.uk or 
call 01432 26014 or 07792 880502 
or you can contact a Parish 
Councillor in confidence, who will 
make a report for you. 
 If you are interested in 
helping decide on the replacement 
trees for the recreation ground, 
please contact the Parish Clerk, by 
email to 
eardislandclerk@gmail.com or on 
07789 322771, as soon as possible.  
 Finally, the Parish Council 
will be considering the budget for 
2016 - 17 and the precept 
requirement early in October. 
Herefordshire Council has advised 
that Lengthsman and other funding 
will be cut next year. Therefore to 
keep the same level of service in the 
parish a rise in precept will be 
needed. Please look out for 
information about this after the 
October PC meeting, as the 
community will be consulted. 

 

Alison Sutton, Eardisland Parish Clerk 
7 John Davies Place, Westcroft, Leominster, HR6 8JD 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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ROYAL MILESTONE COMMEMORATION 
 
A new section has been added to the extensive permanent exhibition in our 
Parish Church.  It recalls two significant royal visits by Her Majesty The Queen to 
Hereford: The Royal Maundy Service in April 1976 and the opening of the New 
Library Building in May 1996. 
 A poignant tribute to the men of Eardisland parish who fell in the First 
World War was installed earlier in the year, complemented by a further display 
on the upper floor of the Dovecote. 
 These new sections join Historic Churches of Herefordshire, The White 
Road Westwards, Twinning Association Events, Aspects of Local Church Life and 
Great Bells of Great Britain to comprise the largest permanent church exhibition 
in Herefordshire. 
 Providing interest for visitors enhances the quality of their visitor 
experience.  We know this from their appreciative written comments day after 
day throughout the year.  The spacious nature of the church enables us to 
present this type of visitor information and interest without compromising the 
integrity of the church as primarily a place of worship.  Throughout 2015 we are, 
as always, attracting visitors from all over the British Isles and around the world. 
 Visitors’ donations are an essential contribution towards the upkeep of 
our church.  A selection of this year’s comments will be published in due course: 
it is enlightening to read how delighted people are by the parish church we often 
take for granted. 

Barry Freeman 
 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
Your PPG has produced a list of answers to the questions raised in the 2015 
Patient survey which was carried out earlier this year. If anyone is interested to 
see this document it is available online on the Practice website 
mortimer.gpsurgery@nhs.net There are also paper copies at the surgery. I am 
happy to be contacted if anyone would like to see a copy who does not visit the 
surgery or does not have computer access. 
 The Practice  produces a regular Newsletter, again these are at the 
surgery but I have left a few copies in the Community Shop for anyone who is 
interested to read what is happening. 
 The Flu season will soon be upon us and the dates for the annual Flu 
vaccinations will soon be available. Those eligible for this vaccination is anyone 
aged over 65 and those people with certain chronic illnesses. 
 As your PPG rep I am happy to find out answers to any queries you may 
have so please feel free to contact me. 

Diane Lee -   01544 387685 

mailto:mortimer.gpsurgery@nhs.net.%20There
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
Summary of the AGM held on 19 August 2015: 
 

 Governing Documents were formally approved. 

 

 Ruth Brinton-Bivand as Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee 

gave her report outlining key achievements and developments since the 

previous AGM: 

o Monthly meetings 

o Committee members 

o The H Team 

o Responsibilities of the Management Committee 

o Administration and Procedures 

o Cleaning, Maintenance and Housekeeping 

o Hire of the Hall 

o Social and Fundraising Events 

o Review of the Future of the Hall 

o Two pleas were made: 

 Come along to a meeting and share your views, the 

hall is a community space. 

 If you are thinking of holding an event, please consider 

hiring the hall. 

 

 Many thanks were given to George Alderson for preparing the accounts 

to 31
st

 January (published in the Parish Magazine March 2015) and 

interim accounts to 31
st

 July 2015 which were presented and indicated 

that the hall was financially viable on an ongoing basis. 

 The current committee stood down and a new committee was elected. 

Kate Thompson, Steph Griffiths, Bob Aldred, Caroline Marsden, Jo 

Edwards, Richard Bartholemew and Chris Watson (via the Chair) agreed 

to stand again. Richard Kirby remains as Parish Council Liaison. Edwin 

Thompson agreed to join the committee.  

 Ruth Brinton-Bivand was thanked by all those present for the invaluable 

and unforeseeably large amount of work she had undertaken during the 

past year to put the hall on its current footing.  
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 Meeting of the New Committee following the AGM: 
 
The following officers were proposed and seconded at the beginning of the 
meeting; Kate Thompson Chair, Steph Griffiths Treasurer and Bookings Clerk, 
Caroline Marsden Secretary. It was agreed to appoint a Vice Chair at a future 
meeting. Thanks were expressed to Tracie Preece and Julie-Ann Richards for all 
their work, both Tracie and Julie- Ann  decided not to stand for the committee 
this year due to other commitments. 
 
Key updates: A Premises Licence application had been submitted to 
Herefordshire Council. Consideration to be given to displaying art work in the 
hall. A new tap for the kitchen sink to be explored to make filling kettles much 
safer. New folding tables are due to be delivered during September. The 
committee agreed to work with other village groups to plan events for 2016.  
 
Village Hall Events: The Puddings Evening held on 15 August was a great success, 
special thanks to Margaret Milchard for organising and to Jo Edwards, Maryan 
and Eirian for serving all those delicious puds.  During the evening 
representatives from the committee who had run the hall for well over 30 years 
accepted a new Village Show trophy named in their honour. The evening raised a 
fantastic £279.14 for the toilets refurbishment fund.  
 

 
Village Hall Events - Dates for your Diary 

 
Wednesday 23rd September – Quiz with a difference 

 
Saturday 24th October – Craft & Apple Event 

 
Friday 6th November – Pampered Chef 

 
Wednesday 25th November – Christmas Bingo 

 
Friday 31st December – New Year’s Eve Party 

 
Look out for more details in the next Parish Magazine and on 

posters around the village. 
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Thanks to everyone who entered, and a very special thank you to all of the 
judges, stewards and volunteers. Almost 50 people brought along in excess of 
220 entries across all 10 sections. Rev. Julie Read presented the trophies to the 
winners who had achieved ‘Best in Section’.  
 
A huge congratulations to all winners; Cookery – Lynne Evans, Wine – Edna 
Pollard, Floral Art – Ben Carter, Handicraft – Ruth Brinton-Bivand, Horticulture D1 
– Richard Kirby, Horticulture D2 – Caroline Marsden, Megan Lloyd Trophy – 
Richard Kirby, Photography – Kathleen Freeman, Art – Gill Richards, Creative 
Writing – Kathleen Freeman, Children u/6 – Emily Thorpe and Children 6-14 – 
Georgia Staples. 
 
The overall junior prize went to Ben Carter while Caroline Marsden pipped 
Richard Kirby by just 2 points to take the senior prize, the Simpson Rose bowl.   
The ‘Just for a Laugh’ sections created some fun and Charlie Wilde won the funny 
photo and funny vegetable competitions which were voted for by visitors to the 
show. Chris Evans entered the longest runner bean at 18’’. The sunflower 
competition, kindly sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom, was won by Ann Williams 
6’7’’ (adult) and Bethan Carter 6’2 ½’’(children).  
 
We received some fantastic ideas for next year’s show, the 2016 schedule will be 
out in the new year. 
 
 
 
  

Eardisland Village Show 2015 
Saturday 5

th
 September 

Eardisland Village Show AGM 
Wednesday 21

st
 October 2015 at 6.30 in the village hall  

New committee members and volunteers always welcome, look forward 

to seeing you there. Kate Thompson, Elaine Smith and Jo South. 
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KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
Our coffee morning at Barry and 
Kathleen's tea rooms raised £342. 
As usual we had no rain and people 
were able to enjoy coffee and 
biscuits with friends in a leisurely 
way.  Many thanks to all who 
contributed. 
 The hospice committee has 
been somewhat depleted over the 
past year, and I would be very 
grateful if anyone felt like joining us.  

It is not an onerous job, and is for a 
cause which has touched many 
people. Please contact me 
(Dorothy) if you feel you can help.  
 On Tuesday November 10

th
 

between 10am and 12 noon we 
have a pre-Christmas coffee 
morning at the Luctonians. There is 
ample parking and hopefully some 
Christmas goods to purchase. 

 
Dorothy Brown  388389, Beryl Hoda 388131,  Annie Mitchell  388605  

 
 
EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
Earlier this month we enjoyed an 
informative talk by Cameron 
Addicott titled "Serious Crime 
Officer". On October 12

th
 at 

7.30p.m. our speaker will be Paul 
Harding on "Votes for Women". 
After this we will all be more 
authoritative I am sure.  
 On 9

th
 November we have 

our Annual Meeting when 
new officers and committee are 
appointed. After this members are 
asked to bring along or share 
their special memories and 
favourite things. This should prove 

very interesting as we are all 
inquisitive by nature! 
 We meet in the back room 
of the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. on 
the above dates. Visitors are always 
welcome so come along and give us 
a try, we do not bite! 
 If you would rather come 
along with someone else then 
please phone Mavis who will 
arrange for another member to 
come and meet you. 
 

Contact Mavis Tantrum 
W.l. Secretary 

 01544 87972 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

 

 

 
As mentioned in the Editorial, 
the Eardisland Community 
shop has undergone a major 
face-lift with new shelving 
and storage facilities. It now 
has a brighter feel and is more 
functional. 
 The shop is one of 
the most valuable community 
assets and a credit to all those 
involved. 
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THE FINAL END OF WORLD WAR TWO 
One local resident was there 
 
The seventieth anniversary of the official ending of World War Two was on 2

nd
 

September.  It is therefore an appropriate time to recall that one of our most 
senior residents was present in Tokyo Bay on that historic day in 1945 when the 
world’s most destructive conflict finally ended. 
 Robert Simpson, now 93, came to Burton Court in 1959.  In 1945 he was 
serving as a lieutenant in HMS Whimbrel with the allied Pacific Fleet.  When 
Germany surrendered four months earlier, all available ships in European waters 
had been despatched to the Far East.  They joined the predominantly American 
Pacific Fleet, the most powerful naval fighting force ever assembled.  By August 
1945 the allies had virtually unchallenged command of Far Eastern seas and 
skies. 
 The official signing of the unconditional surrender document took place 
on USS Missouri, flagship of the Pacific Fleet, in Tokyo Bay.  We have two 
descriptions of that Sunday morning seventy years ago; the first from Robert 
Simpson: 
 “When the Japanese surrender took place, there were two 
 lines of warships steaming into Tokyo Bay.  Most were USN, 
 but there were quite a lot of RN, RAN, RCN and other names. 
 Tokyo Bay is about 50 miles wide and there was plenty of  
 room for everyone.” 
  
 The second description comes from a long standing friend of Helen 
Simpson, Bernard Clayton Jnr.  As the chief photographer of Time-Life Bureau 
aboard USS Missouri he was accorded a place on the navigation bridge looking 
down on the table where General MacArthur and the official American party 
stood to await the arrival of the Japanese delegation.  He recorded the occasion 
as follows: 
 “The Bay was almost full of battleships: carriers; cruisers and 
 destroyers; almost everything in the Pacific Fleet was there  
 and the Missouri was the centrepiece and focus of all attention.  
 The entire ship became silent.  I could hear the scratching of  
 the pen in the hand of Mamoru Shigemitsu, the Japanese  
 Foreign minister.  Suddenly it was over.  World War Two had  
 come to an end.” 
 
 The avenue of warships had underscored the allied forces’ domination 
of Far Eastern seas; now it was the turn of the allied air forces to demonstrate 
their command of the skies.  Bernard Clayton’s account continued: 
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 “More than two thousand war planes that had been circling  
 out of sight during the ceremony now came low in formation  
 over the Missouri.  Everyone aboard the battleship - admirals  
 and generals and sailors and soldiers and correspondents -  
 stood transfixed by a sight that would never be repeated.   
 Clouds of planes - fighters and bombers - filled the sky.   
 The thunder and din of thousands of engines was as fearsome  
 as it was thrilling.” 
 
So the Second World War ended.  Robert Simpson is still with us; a fellow 
member of our local community, a survivor from dark days we hope future 
generations will not have to relive. 
 I am grateful for the advice and assistance of Lt. Cdr. Robert Simpson RN 
and Mrs Helen Simpson in compiling this account. 

Barry Freeman 
  
GOODBYE TO THE MAN WHO MADE MILLIONS LAUGH 
 
DAVID NOBBS died on 9

th
 August, aged 80. He lived at The Old Post House in 

Broxwood from 1980 to 1992. A keen darts player and enthusiastic ale quaffer, 
he regarded the two Eardisland hostelries as his locals and was a regular and 
popular member of our local social scene. 
 David probably made more people laugh than any other humorous 
writer of the second half of the twentieth century.  From the early ‘sixties 
onwards he supplied material regularly to David Frost, Dick Emery, Tommy 
Cooper, Ronnies Barker and Corbett and many others. In addition he wrote 
almost twenty humorous novels and a number of television series. 
 It was David’s destiny never to become a household name in his own 
right even when, in the ‘seventies and ‘eighties, “The Fall and Rise of Reginald 
Perrin” and “A Bit of a Do” logged viewing ratings of over fifteen million viewers 
per episode, exceeded only by the two most popular soaps. 
 David was a local character for twelve years: it is appropriate that we 
should provide this brief valedictory record. Goodbye David, and thank you. Your 
books, programmes and letters still make me laugh. 

Barry Freeman 
 
 

P.S.   If anyone would like to borrow David’s autobiography:  “I Didn’t Get Where 
I Am Today” (2003) please give me a ring (388226).  It’s an illustrated trip down 
nostalgia lane for more senior readers. 
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 ‘Share A Care’ 

The Local Link 

Connecting the people of 

Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  

Thursday  

29
th
 Oct & 26

th
Nov 

(No get together in December!) 
from  

2.30pm  
in 

Eardisland Village Hall 
This is a not a club or organisation 

– there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 

 
Together we can make a difference! 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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RITA’S TEAROOMS 
 
Over the years many businesses and services in 
Eardisland have disappeared - where now the 
garage, the hairdresser, the post office, 
antiques etc.? Well all is not lost because Rita’s 
Tearooms have now been going for around 
eighteen months - it first opened its doors at 
Adlen House on March 3

rd
 2014. Interestingly, 

Adlen House used to be the village’s telephone 
exchange, which was located in the corner 
room opposite the, now defunct, Cross Inn. 
 Anyway, I thought it would be 
appropriate to see how Rita was getting on 
with a relatively new and welcome business, so 
I popped in on your behalf to find out.  
 Firstly, let me say that the conversion 
from a rather dingy private house has been 

excellently done, with bright, modern decor whilst preserving the essential 
character of a very old house. The business seems to have hit the right spot from 
the word go, with strong trade both in the summer and winter - service is 
available year-round from 9.00am to 5.00pm, with the exception of Tuesdays. 
Once a month, on a Tuesday, a three-course traditional English evening meal is 
available (see the boards outside for details). The Manor House, opposite, 
provides some trade, although its occupancy this year seems to have been 
somewhat less than previously. Arrow Bank Caravan Park also provides a 
welcome source of customers, mainly in the summer. 
 In addition to the usual tearoom expectations, there is an all-day 
breakfast which has turned out to be very popular - unbelievably (although I’m 
assured true), customers arrive from as far afield as Solihull. On top of all this, 
Rita has a commitment to external catering, which includes functions such as 
birthdays, funerals and special occasions. A feature of all this work is that Rita 
makes all that she can from locally sourced produce and, indeed, was up on the 
day we met at 6.30am to make various cakes and they looked delicious. 
 I asked Rita about any future plans and she wishes to continue the 
business with the established high standards and be known for quality and 
efficiency. Well, she seems to have made an excellent start. 
 It seems to me that this kind of enterprise can only be good for the 
future of the village, not least of all because other services will benefit, the shop 
for example. 

Chris Bivand 
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CHURCH BARBEQUE SATURDAY 22
ND

 AUGUST 2015 
 

On what turned out to be a rather 
momentous, indeed tumultuous, 
evening, the church held its Annual 
Barbeque at Hardwick House 
courtesy of Mrs Anne Collins. The 
weather held up rather well during 
the afternoon but just as the 
barbeques were sizzling with their 
first offerings, not burnt I hasten to 
add, the heavens opened. Rain and 
more rain deluged the site. This was 
manageable inside the barn 
especially for those already inside it 
but rather more difficult for those 
trying to get in from the car park 
and trying to return from the bar 
area which was only about a metre 
from the main seating. So at this 
stage one could either drink or eat!  
The barbeques themselves were 
only half covered up in their part of 

the barn which soon became 
awash with water. Paddling 
therefore became the order of 
the day, except no-one had 
wellies! The cooks manfully, and 
I use the word deliberately, as 
they were Richard Kirby, Jerry 
Blythe, Edward Thomas and Bert 
Priday, carried on regardless. 
Eventually after several rumbles 
of thunder the storm ceased. 
Hallelujah!  Despite this rather 
unseasonal weather everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves 
once again. The food was 
delicious, particularly Hannah’s 

new vegetarian offerings and 
Annette’s puds. The music very 
lively and much dancing ensued. 
The terpsichorean skills of Nick, our 
priest Julie’s husband, was a 
particular revelation! 
 Many thanks to all who 
came to the event or supported the 
raffle.  Huge thanks go to all who 
worked so hard to organise the 
evening:  all those who put out 
advertising; cooked, served and 
prepared food;  put up tables, 
collected chairs, arranged flowers, 
supplied equipment; bought wine 
and tended the bar. Do hope we 
haven’t missed anyone out as every 
contribution is so very much 
appreciated.   It really is a team 
effort and we are grateful to you all. 
 

Beryl Hoda and Dian Cope 
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Grand Auction  

& Auction of 

Promises 
 

To be held on  

Saturday October 17th 2015 

from 7.00pm 

At the Church of St Mary the 

Virgin, Eardisland 

Tickets £5 to include cheese 

& wine  
All proceeds to be used for the upkeep of  

St Mary’s Church 
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GRAND AUCTION! 
 

The annual cost of upkeep of St. Mary’s Parish Church, 
Eardisland is in excess of £18,000! In order for this  
historic building to survive for the use and enjoyment of 
future generations , funds are urgently needed. 
 
Everyone in the parish can play a part, no matter how 
small, by donating something to be auctioned and by 
coming to the event. 
 
Auction Lots could be something material, for example a 
footstall, several paintings, a whole lamb and bottles of 
vintage alcohol have already been promised – or a 
‘promise’ for example could be an hour’s 
gardening/ironing/housework or a meal for 2.  
 
Below are listed some more ideas, but the possibilities are 
endless! 
 

Weekend holiday home stay            Window cleaning 

Music lesson     Car washing        Photoshoot 

Meal for 2                        Indian head massage 

Golf/tennis/cricket tuition      Floral display/lesson 

Homemade cake/jar of jam/chutney 

Housework/ironing/babysitting         Decorating 

Health check for your computer 

Maths/English tuition Theatre tickets 

Dog walking/grooming 
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Grand Auction& Auction of Promises 

Promise sheet 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete the above promise sheet and leave it in the box 

provided in the Eardisland Community Shop 

Further details can be obtained from Richard 388810, Sue 388066 or 

Margaret 388097 

Many thanks for your generosity 
 

 

I (name)………………………………………………… 

 

offer to donate/supply/carry out the following for the winner 

of my lot (details of what you are offering) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………… 

 

Contact details 

 

Phone number……………………………………………………………… 

Email…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Any special notes e.g. time of year when it cannot be carried 

out……………………………………………………………………… 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.  
 

 
Sunday 13

th
 September 

9.30 am Matins 

 
Eardisland 

 
Sunday 20

th
 September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
Sunday  27

th
 September 

9.30 am Holy Communion 

 
Eardisland 

 
Sunday 4

th
 October 

9.30 am Holy Communion and Baptism Eardisland 
 
Sunday 11

th
 October 

9.30 am Harvest Holy Communion 
with Coffee and Cake 

Eardisland 

 
Sunday 18

th
 October 

9.30 am Holy Communion 

 
Eardisland 

   

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 25
th

 October 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
   

 
Sunday 1

st
 November 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 
 
Sunday 8

th
 November 

10.45 am Remembrance Service followed 
by Holy Communion 
Please meet at 10.45 am 
at the War Memorial 

Eardisland 

 
Sunday 15

th
 November 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 
 
FROM THE REV JULIE READ 
 

The days are drawing in, you can 
feel it in the air. The weather has 
been interesting this summer, and 
once again I went with a small 
group to Greenbelt, a Christian Arts 

Festival, camping, to be inspired by 
national speakers and it rained! It 
rained at the Barbeque held at 
Hardwick the week before and 
those who sing the hymn HOW 
GREAT THOU ART will know that it 
has the line “I hear the rolling 
thunder” and it was rolling thunder 
for about an hour that night. But 
the British Spirit is something that 
doesn’t stop life when things get 
wet and both events were 
immensely successful and 
enjoyable! Thank you to all Richard 
Kirby and his intrepid team for 
cooking and organising and 
advertising! 
 We have seen a flurry of 
baptisms this year at Church which 
is always encouraging as new 
families commit to Christianity or 
bring their children into the fold of 
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the faith, and we have run a taster 
session of the Pilgrim course – a six 
week look at some things we take 
for granted as read, and other 
things that we have never spoken 
about to others about how we think 
about God and prayer and how we 
live our lives. It has been good and a 
tool to help others as they journey 
on through life.  
 The Autumn holds our 
harvest festival on Sunday 11

th
 

October at 9.30am and a chance to 
say THANK YOU for food that we 
often take for granted will just 
appear on the shelves of the shops 
– and yet you that run the village 
shop will know just what that 
involves and that is just ordering 
and stocking!! Come and reflect this 
year with us in church. 
I am off to Japan with Nick (hubby) 
in September to take part in a 
commemoration at Nagasaki, where 
Nick’s grandad was held prisoner of 
war for 4 years and was an eye 
witness to the atomic bomb being 
dropped there. It was a poignant 
moment as on 9

th
 August we 

remembered VJ day in Aymestrey 
Church and read the page from his 
diary which was for 10.56am on 9

th
 

August! Prayers for peace across 
our world are something that we as 
the Church hold important, and as 
we see on our televisions thousands 
of Syrians fleeing the ISIS rule and 
journeying with nothing but their 
families across the world we pray 

for their homeland to become a 
homeland once again and not a 
place of fear and terror. What are 
your prayers for Syria? November is 
the month for remembering those 
who have died, both loved ones 
who have moulded our lives and 
those who gave their lives for our 
country. Come and pray for the 
world in all its richness and 
brokenness with us. 
 We end November with a 
special Advent Service with candles, 
readings and music will take place 
jointly with Kingsland in Kingsland 
Church on Sunday November 29

th
 at 

6.30pm. Lots to celebrate and think 
about as we head through Autumn.  
 It is said that Grandparents 
have a major influence on the lives 
of their grandchildren – giving them 
time and listening to them. It is 
often grandparents that bring 
children to church and talk to them 
about the important things in life 
and I would encourage you to do 
that when you can. Life goes so 
quickly and it is important that we 
grasp what it is all about, save the 
noise and money. At many of the 
important services in church we 
have the reading about Love – Love 
is patient, love is kind, love is not 
boastful or arrogant or rude… You 
will find it in Paul’s 1

st
 letter to the 

Corinthians chapter 13. God is love 
and that is how he is to us if we give 
him a moment to notice?  
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

Craft & Apple Day 
Saturday 24th October 

10am – 12.30pm 
Village Hall 

 
 
This will be our first Craft and Apple Day and we’re hoping that the community 
will support the event as enthusiastically as it has our popular May plant sale. 
We’ll be filling the hall with craft stalls (pre Xmas presents?) and an interesting 
apple display, including simple apple pressing with the opportunity to taste the 
juice. There will be fun for all the family with some events taking place in a 
marquee outside of the village hall.  
 We still have a very limited space available for stallholders on the day. If 
you are interested please get in touch with Phil on 388097 as soon as possible. 
 We’re looking to display as many types of locally grown apples as 
possible, so if you can help by donating a small number, say 3, grown in your own 
garden or orchard, please contact Chris Watson on 388274. He will ensure no 
duplication and write information labels for each variety displayed. 
 
Sunflower competition; 
Once again there was very good support for this annual event. The tallest have 
been measured and the results confirmed by our panel of judges (as they say!). 
The winners are: 
 
In the children’s section: 
1

st
 place – Bethan Carter – 6’3”, who wins £5. 

2
nd

 place – Christy Lynch – 5’10”, who wins £3. 
3

rd
 place – Avril Jones – 5’4.5”, who wins £1. 

 
In the adults’ section: 
1

st
 place – Ann Williams – 6’7”, who wins £5. 

2
nd

 place – Elaine Smith – 5’10”, who wins £3. 
3

rd
 place – Wendy Cross – 5’6”, 

 
Thank you to everyone who took part. 
 

Phil Milchard  Wendy Cross  Chris Watson 
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WATERMILLS ON THE RIVER ARROW IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 
 

       As with bridges and roads, there have been changes over the centuries to the 
location of the watermills in this parish. There is record of various named mills at 
a spread of dates, sometimes referring to a mill previously known by a different 
name, on other occasions referring to a mill in a completely different location. 
       First therefore, before attempting to establish the position of the various 
mills: 

The Documentary Record 
       I have not included Twyford Mill in what follows. Whilst well upstream of any 
of the other mills, it was nevertheless within the parish boundary. For the 
moment suffice it to say that a mill at Twyford there undoubtedly was. 
 
       The earliest documentary record of a mill in Eardisland (the parish) is in 
Domesday Book (1086) when two mills are briefly recorded: 2 mills at 25s. This 
wording is from the transcript in the Phillimore & Co. Ltd edition, 1983. No place-
name ‘Eardisland’ is to be found in Domesday Book, but expert opinion for many 
years now has been that the area today known as Eardisland is the second of the 
two places named Lene on folio 179 of Domesday Book, the other one being 
Kingsland.  To say that our two Domesday Book mills were on the same sites as 
the mills referred to in recent times as ‘Upper Mill’ (2006) and ‘Lower Mill’ 
(1975), may well not be correct.  
       ‘Herefordshire Domesday’ of circa 1160-1170 (Balliol Ms 350 Ed. V.H. 
Galbraith and James Tait. London 1950) has no additional information about 
watermills here. The two 1086 mills are again detailed in the same wording as in 
Domesday Book (1086) itself. 
       Two mills are again detailed in the Inquisition Post Mortem Edmund 
Mortimer, late Lord of the Manor of Eardisland: 9 Ed III 1336...Item there are 
there two water mills that are worth per annum 60s. (PRO C135/45/22). 
       The next specific reference is within the Inquisition Post Mortem Philipa 
Mortimer, 1382: She held...manors...Ereslane...including watermills called 
‘Ereslanemull’ and ‘Schorlemull’,...(HRO AL2/12). 
       Two mills as previously.        Now that two mills have been specifically named, 
an attempt to establish their exact positions seems appropriate. 
       From the wording just quoted from the IPM of Philipa Mortimer it can be 
taken that Ereslanemull was the demesne mill of the lord of the manor and it is 
safe to assume that, particularly in the context of earlier troubled times, it would 
have been positioned where it could best be defended if the need arose. In the 
case of Eardisland this would have been on, or very close to the river, adjacent to 
the motte. The exact site of this mill can be tentatively identified, but 
archaeology would be necessary to prove the location; there is no mill there now. 
This location will be discussed in detail later in this Paper. 
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       The location of Schorlemull can also be postulated, but with less certainty 
than in the case of Ereslanemull. The wherabouts of Schorlemull will also be 
discussed later. 
       After the 1382 reference there is a gap in my records until, both dating to the 
year 1469, are found two records which, in conjunction (they are from the same 
document) add further uncertainty. They are in the Bailiff’s Accounts for the 
manor of Eardisland (PRO SC6/861/19). 
       Farm of Mills. 
       And of 20s received for the farm of the mills of the lord there [Erleslane] as 
the lord granted to Thomas Grynd this year. 
       And a little later on there is mention of: 
       pasture near Burghe mill 
       These entries could be taken to indicate the existence of a third mill 
ie....(two)...mills of the lord and a third, the...Burghe mill...not directly 
administered by the lord of the manor. 
       But it is not completely clear, when taken in context, that Burghe mill is not in 
fact one of the two mills of the lord. If that was the case then the third mill never 
existed. 
       The question of whether there were two mills or three here in 1469 can only 
be discussed by reference to aspects of the early history of this parish which, 
although not themselves specific to mills, may nevertheless have a bearing on 
the situation. Much later, in 1840, a source does make specific reference to three 
mills. This also is best dealt with in the light of a broader view of the earlier 
period so far covered in detail in this article. 
       In all far too much to be included in this edition of this magazine and so: 

to be continued....... 
George Alderson 

 
THE THIN END OF THE MONTH - OLD NEWS 
 
Some pages from a copy  of The Leominster News for 2

nd
 December 1949 and 

from The Hereford Times of  26
th

 May 1950 came to light recently, having  lined 
an old chest of drawers. As always the contents are invariably interesting. 
Showing in the Clifton Cinema Leominster on December 4

th
 1949 was Anton 

Walbrook in ‘Michael Stugoff’ and the B feature was ‘Girl from Rio’.  Following on 
from Monday-Wednesday   was ‘Mexican Hayride’ featuring Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello. The accompanying feature was ‘Pirates of Monterey’. To complete the 
week was a drama, ‘The Case of Charles Peace’ and the supporting feature was 
‘Jamaica Inn’ starring Robert Newton.  
 Meanwhile in Hereford there was the option of going to The County 
Theatre (prices 4/6; 3/6; 2/6 and 1/9); to see Master of Arts.  At the same time in 
the Kemble Theatre there was a performance by Midget Marvels where you 
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could see Henry Behrens, who at two foot six was described as, “The smallest 
man alive”; other acts included The Dancing Demons; music by amazing 
miniature musicians and “a host of other novel acts”. (There was one 
unexplained billing of Burton Lester who “demonstrates the television tester..”) 
Rather more accommodating than today, “telephone bookings were valid until 30 
minutes before the rise of the curtain”. At the Ritz cinema was Esther Williams in 
‘Neptune’s Daughter’.  At the Odeon the film was The ‘Golden Salamander’ 
starring Trevor Howard 
 Whilst there were plenty of opportunities to visit the cinema at least 
twice a week, (and again on Sunday for another film), the future was already 
being revealed in a very large front page advert in the Leominster News, which 
stated: TELEVISION IS HERE. The advert announced that in a shop in Broad Street 
in Leominster, that of R.E.Bemand, it was possible to watch a daily television 
demonstration by “Murphy trained experts” between 4.30-5.30. It said, 
enticingly:  “You are all welcome to come and see them..” No doubt many 
people did attend to see this new fangled invention but decided to wait until the 
pictures were in colour.  
 The sporting pages of the paper listed the North Hereford Air Gun 
League positions which showed that Eardisland stood joint first in the First 
Division. The Eardisland team was J. Taylor; S. Kay; R. Prosser; J. Connop; G. Kay; 
A. Davies; F. Jones and J. Wood. Such was the popularity of Air Gun shooting at 
the time that Eardisland also had a team in the Third Division. The members of 
this were D. Watkins; D. Bray; S. Hugh; J. Price; W. Watkins; A. Lewis; W. 
Burnham and R. Williams. 
 The Air Gun Club members met and practised in several venues over the 
years when it was especially active. For some time the old Reading Room was 
used. This was the upper floor of the original Grammar School on the bridge 
(which children attended from 1652 until about 1834). The building was in a poor 
state of repair when bought by John Clowes in 1874. He converted the top floor 
for use as a Reading Room. Members paid a small subscription to join and could 
read newspapers or books or play cards, chess or dominoes. Gambling was 
prohibited but smoking was permitted for those over 18 on certain days of the 
week. At some point the Air Gun club used it until a disaster occurred when 
someone inadvertently shot the windows out. In more recent times, from about 
1946, when Mrs Clowes had the old Smithy converted for many social activities, 
the Air Gun club used it (before later becoming a private residence). During the 
war it had been the HQ for the Home Guard. Subsequently, the Cross Inn became 
the meeting place for practice. This had been used until comparatively recently. 
It is evident from the fact that Eardisland could field two sides for the Air Gun 
Leagues that it was a very successful club and once provided an important social 
aspect to life in the village. Many villagers must have made good use of the 
frequent showing of films and theatre performances in Leominster and Hereford 
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for their relaxation, although this was soon to be undermined by the coming of 
television, especially after the Coronation of 1953 – for which a TV was set up in 
the old Smithy to enable people to watch the occasion. 
 
More Recent News 
 
The death occurred of author David Nobbs (remembered especially for his TV 
character Reginald Perrin) at the beginning of August. He was a prolific and 
successful writer who lived for some years in the 1980s locally in Barewood. He 
was remembered by some in Eardisland for making frequent use of The White 
Swan, where he met and was entertained by many local residents. He made good 
use of the evenings he spent there drinking and chatting – and it was reported by 
some that he was able to incorporate many of the stories he heard into his 
successful TV series “A Bit of a Do”. In particular, the episode entitled ‘The 
Angling Club Christmas Party’ benefited from his social nights in the pub. 
 Members of the Eardisland History & Heritage Group were invited by 
Edward Simpson to meet some recent visitors to Burton Court to give them an 
account of the work the group has undertaken over the recent years. They 
included a party of historians and archaeologists from Bristol who were touring 
the area and on another occasion three Americans from the West Coast also on a 
tour of historical sites in the UK.  One of them, Paul Davis, a scientist recently 
retired from NASA, had established from research that he was descended from 
Thomas Downton, who lived between 1398/9 to 1441/2 and who had been Lord 
of the Manor of Burton. It was interesting to discover that he obtained access on 
line to ancient historical documents relating to his Burton Court researches in 
American universities.  The history group was able to provide him with a unique 
memento of his visit – a specially prepared box containing several pieces of early 
mediaeval pot (dated by an expert to have been made between 1050-1200) 
which had been excavated at Burton Court.  Needless to say he was delighted to 
have something of great historical interest which could certainly not be obtained 
from any University archive in North America.  
 The EHHG members are grateful to the Simpson family at Burton Court 
for their hospitality in providing opportunities and a base from which to continue 
with various historical investigations in the parish. 

Paul Selfe 
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The weather for Eardisland in July produced some warm weather with 
temperatures of 24 degrees with only 58 mm of rain (2.28 inches), barometer 
pressures between 29.1 to 29.72 and the river remaining at a constant level of 
between 4 to 5 inches .  
 The weather for August produced lightning and thunder on the 22nd  
with 25mm (1inch) of rain falling and a further 20 mm (0.78 inch) on the 23rd. 
 Total rainfall was 137mm (5.39 inches) and barometer pressures ranged 
from 29.14 to 29.74 with temperatures of 25 degrees. The river did rise to 14 
inches but then quickly dropped to 5 inches. The equivalent rainfall for 2014 was 
36mm (1.41 inches) in July and 118 mm (4.64 inches) for August. 
 Nature-wise, the spotted fly catchers seem to have made an early exit 
but we have seen a green woodpecker, a rare visitor for us. 

 
Doug Tantrum reporting from Black Barns 

 
WEOBLEY & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
Mr. Idris Evans, the author of "Hard Road to London" and well known researcher 
into the lives and journeys of Welsh drovers over the centuries, will talk to the 
Weobley and District  Local History Society on Wednesday 28

th
 October.  At an 

early age, Welshman Idris was told that his late grandfather had once been a 
“porthmon,” that is a drover. The name didn’t mean a lot to the young Idris at 
the time, and it was many years later when he moved to the small village of 
Rhewl, near Denbigh, that he became interested in finding out more about the 
history of Welsh drovers.  Idris is a great raconteur with a reputation for telling a 
ripping good yarn, with his beautiful Welsh accent, his humour and enthusiasm, 
we will learn much about these wise and wily characters, the drovers. 
 
The droving trade came to an abrupt end in the late 1850s with the arrival of the 
railways, making obsolete the practice of the walking of cattle from Wales to the 
markets of Smithfield and Barnet in London virtually unnecessary.   
 
I hope you will join us at 7.30pm on the 28

th
 at Weobley’s Village Hall to hear 

about this fascinating trade of droving.  I will be there to remind myself of the 
time drovers working for my father took 3,000 sheep across Queensland on a 
walk to market, only to get 2s. 9d. (approx 14p)  a head for them on arrival.   
Come to the talk, you don’t have to be a member to attend. 

Julie Peacock 
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If anyone’s interested in 

a Tuesday morning class, 

9.15am-10.15am, please 

let me know - Mandy. 
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