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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to 2016! I hope you have a good, and less soggy, year. 
 As with so many, I was deeply saddened to hear of the death of Jen 
Gittoes before Christmas. Our condolences go to Jen’s family and friends. 
 For those of you who use the internet I am delighted to say that fast 
broadband is now available in the village. The speeds quoted are far faster than 
we have currently. I can’t give all the details because they depend on your 
provider and the plan you adopt. If you are interested in this service, please 
contact your provider and they will give you the options. It seems that most ISPs 
have ‘special offers’ during January, so it might be wise to shop around. It is 
probably better to go for ‘unlimited’ rather than a capped scheme. 
 Since the last publication of ‘Who’s Who’ and ‘Village Organisations’ 
there have been so many changes that both need to be completely redone. The 
first step will be for members of any village organisations to check that the 
organisation appears in the list on page 14 of this edition of the magazine. If your 
organisation is not listed, please let me know immediately - see Contacts, page 
48. The ‘Who’s Who’ directory stems from the list, but if you feel that you should 
be in the directory, again let me know as soon as possible. 

Finally, congratulations to Ben Woodcock who has gained a First Class 
Bachelor of Science (Honours) degree in Computing and Information Technology 
– quite an achievement with all the other things that Ben does. 

 
Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2015/2016 
 

Wednesday 27th January ETA Special General Meeting, VH, 7.00pm, p.8 

Thursday 28th January Share a Care, page 9 

Thursday 18th February* Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 25th February Share a Care, page 9 

Saturday 27th February Soup and Pud, VH, 11.30 – 3.00pm, page 10 

Friday 4th March COPY DATE Friday 18th March - projected distribution 

Saturday 12th March Litter Pick, meet at shop, 10.00am 

Saturday 12th March Eardisland Village Band & Friends, VH, doors 
open 7.00pm for 7.30pm, page 20 

Thursday 17th March Eardisland in Bloom AGM, see page 28 

Saturday 19th March W.I. Spring Coffee Morning, page 19 

Sunday 20th March Model Train Day, VH, 10.00 – 4.30pm, page 34 

Thursday 24th March Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 31st March Share a Care, page 9 

Saturday 14th May Plant Swop/Sale, VH, page 28 

Saturday 16th April Bowls Club Opening Day, page 27 

Thursday 28th April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th May COPY DATE Friday 20th May - projected distribution 

Thursday 26th May Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

W/W 28 – 30th May ETA visit to France 

Thursday 23rd June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 8th July COPY DATE Friday 22nd July - projected distribution 

Thursday 28th July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 3rd September Eardisland Village Show, page 18 

Friday 9th September COPY DATE Friday 23rd September - projected distribution 

Thursday 15th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 22nd October Craft and Produce Fair, Church and VH, page 27 

Thursday 27th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 4th November COPY DATE Friday 18th November - projected distribution 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
*Note change of date from Thursday 25th February 
 
ETA = Eardisland Twinning Association 
VH = Eardisland Village Hall 
VHMC = Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
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OBITUARY – JENNIFER GITTOES - b. 2nd April 1944 d. 15th December 2015 
 

Jennifer Parsons started life on 2nd April 1944, born 

at home in Cotterel Street in Hereford. She was 

one of three girls, the eldest, with Lesley born 2 

years 10 months later and then Denise who was, 

on the day of Jen’s funeral, born 58 years ago. She 

went to Lord Scudamore Primary and then to the 

Bluecoat School.  

They had a happy childhood and the 

garden was always full of children. On Sundays the 

family would go for a long walk and end up at the 

Bay Horse or somewhere similar with the girls having a Vimto and a packet of 

crisps. In later years Jen would say that her parents were the best!  

She left school at 15 (as was the norm then) and went to work at 

G Watkins the photographer’s in Chandler Street. Here she developed black and 

white photographs - going round the chemist shops in the morning to collect the 

negatives and then later in the day returning the developed prints. How things 

have changed! As a result, the family had some lovely photographs printed of 

Jen, many in black and white. 

When she was 17, Jen ventured into Wallace’s, the television and 

electrical store, and there she caught the eye of John Gittoes, a young assistant. 

Their first date was going to the Ritz and queuing to see Cliff Richard in Summer 

Holiday. Then John bought a car for £15 (which would have been more than it 

seems today!) and he took Jen to a dance at Wormelow. But when he went 

round to let her out, the door didn’t open and then the seat went through the 

floor! This was soon fixed the next day by his uncle in Eardisland and somehow 

John sold the car for a profit the following year. 

None of this seemed to deter Jen. John asked for her hand in marriage 

at a family trip to Newport Sands on the Welsh coast and the rest, as they say, is 

history. They were married at Holy Trinity, Whitecross when Jen was 19 and John 

went to be manager at Wallace’s store in Aberystwth  - so they lived over the job 

in a flat on Pier Street for 2 years, Jen now working for Wallace’s as well, doing 

the books and John as television engineer and manager . They would be back to 

Hereford every weekend on Saturday night, for family lunch on the Sunday and 

to pick up supplies for the shop and back to Aber early Monday morning with 

Rusty the dog travelling on Jen’s lap. 

After their time in Aberystwth they came back to Hereford and lived in a 

flat in Cotterel Steet opposite to Jen’s mum and dad and then, when John’s dad 
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died in Eardisland in 1965, they moved to Ruscote and were there for a good 40 

years. Jen became mum, first to Sally and then, 2 years and 3 months later, to 

David and her life revolved round them. She was always there for them. There 

would be cooked breakfast every morning and she worked locally for Connie 

Weir so she could be around for them for many years – and there are memories 

of Jen out in the fields picking, often the children with her. Later she worked at 

the Arrow Bank Caravan Park for Gerry and Dennis, where she looked after the 

rental vans. She continued doing that until about 7 years ago when John and Jen 

moved to Buckfield Road, Leominster, and she eventually fully retired. 

You would find Jen in Eardisland baking cakes and making tea for David, 

John and her grandchildren Sam and Ellie, the village cricket team and in her role 

as part of the Village Hall Management Committee. She always had a cake in the 

tin and if you wanted a lemon drizzle cake she was your lady. She was a 

wonderful grandmother, supporting her grandchildren at dance displays, at 

cricket matches and school events. She was always there, and that is a common 

theme that runs through her life. 

John and Jen celebrated their golden wedding with a family party at 

Weston-Super-Mare and a trip to Madeira and there are many holiday 

adventures that they enjoyed together. Jen loved the beach right from childhood 

where there would be family holidays to Borth and every year the children would 

get brand new shorts and tee shirts and a bucket and spade and those holidays 

continued with her family. Every year they would go to Tenby and further afield 

as time went by. 

Jen and Lesley spent a couple of days in Ireland earlier this year and 

here are a couple of stories to remind you of her fun and sparkle. They took fish 

and chips back to the hotel and Lesley asked Jen if she fancied a Guinness as they 

were in Ireland, “Yes alright”. There was horseracing on the television screen and 

Jen was heard to say “Look at us having a Guinness and watching the horseracing 

– what would John say!” And later she came out of the toilets looking as if she’d 

come out of a steam room, she couldn’t turn off the hot tap! And neither, it 

seemed, could Lesley when she tried. Such fun and laughter. 

It was mid-August when Jen started to feel not so great and when Jen 

and John went to Scarborough she couldn’t walk far. After a short spell in 

hospital, Jen died in mid-December. It has been a shock to us all that one who 

has been the heart and soul of the party and always there has been taken so 

quickly from our lives. We hold out arms of love and sympathy to Jen’s family. 
 

This is an edited version of the Eulogy given by Rev. Julie Read 
at the service held to celebrate the life of Jen 

Monday 21st December 2015 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Parish Council would like to express its 
grateful thanks to Patricia Gill and Chris 
Bivand for all their excellent work in raising 
such a greatly increased level of advertising 
revenue for the Parish Magazine and for 
the exceptional energy devoted to the 
editing process. The Council appreciates 
how much time and effort all the work on 
the magazine takes and recognises that 
their support and volunteering are vital for 
this important parish communication. 

Please note that the date of the 
next Parish Council Meeting has been 

changed to Thursday 18th February (from 25th February). 
In December the Parish Council objected to a planning application for 5 

houses on land by Orchard Farm, on grounds including concerns about drainage, 
the sewage plant, exacerbation of flood risk, unsustainability of the proposed 
development and access. The PC was pleased that another landowner attended a 
meeting with the Council and the NDP Steering Group to discuss her proposed 
development, before submitting a formal application. 

At January’s PC meeting, it was agreed to support a revamp of the parish 
website, to bring it up-to-date with current legal requirements for the PC but 
importantly to make it a more interactive resource for parishioners as well as 
visitors to Eardisland. The Parish Clerk will be working with the website manager 
over the next few months, so please contact Alison if you have particular 
suggestions or if you would be willing to sponsor the website to help pay for the 
work to be done. 

The Parish Council is delighted that Diana Palmer has volunteered to be 
the Parish Tree Warden. More information will be available shortly. It is 
anticipated that in the near future Diana will accompany the contractor who will 
be undertaking an arboricultural survey of the trees that the PC is responsible 
for. Grateful thanks to all those who volunteer and provide valuable support and 
services to the Parish Council and parishioners. 

The Council is aware of instances of fly tipping within the parish 
currently and is taking appropriate action. Sadly, this is an issue across the 
country. 
 

Alison Sutton, Eardisland Parish Clerk 
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EARDISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) 
 

Our County Councillor, Roger Phillips (rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk), sends out 
a regular newsletter. In the latest he writes “Eardisland Neighbourhood Plan is 
currently being consulted on ‘till 20th January. This is the first Parish in our part of 
the County to reach this stage and following the consultation, subject to process 
including an Independent Planning Inspector and a referendum an adoption is 
hoped for this year. The Plan has involved a considerable amount of work by 
many local people and I encourage you to view it on the Eardisland Community 
website.” 

Ed. 
LITTER LOUTS 
 
Sorry to have to report that the village hall carpark has been used to fly tip a dirty 
old settee.  

WHY? The car park is not a dumping ground. Eardisland has dedicated 
groups of people who lovingly tidy up, plant tubs of flowers and take pride in the 
village, it seems a shame then that someone feels the need to dump old rubbish, 
with no thought for the environment, or for who has to pay the bill to get it 
removed, namely the Parish Council.  

Not the best start to 2016!   
Dian  

THANKS 
 
As some villagers know, 2015 was a 
very difficult year for David and me. 
We would like to take this 
opportunity as 2016 begins, to 
thank the people in the village who 
gave us such welcome and 
comforting support last year. So 
many of you volunteered to give us 
lifts, even as far as Bristol; provided 
us with special equipment; called to 
check we were OK; sent us good 
wishes. The family was particularly 
grateful as our children all live some 
distance away and were very 
impressed by the unconditional 

care and concern which was shown 
to us and which relieved them of 
much of their anxiety. It is 
impossible to name people as we 
would hate to leave anyone out but 
a special thank you must go to Peter 
Atkinson and his dog Millie (now 
sadly deceased) who turned up 
almost every morning, come rain or 
shine, to take our dog Bertie for a 
much needed walk. Thank you all so 
much and we can say with real 
feeling we wish you all a wonderful 
2016.  
 

Sue and David Wallis  
 

mailto:rjphillips@herefordshire.gov.uk
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‘Share A Care’ 
The Local Link 

 
Connecting the people of 

Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  
Thursdays  

28th Jan, 25th Feb & 31st March 
from  

2.30pm  
In 
 

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

This is a not a club or organisation – 
there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 
 

Together we can make a difference! 
 
 
  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1
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Got the post-Christmas/New Year Blues?  

Fed up with the weather? 
Then why not join us for  

 
 

           Soup & a Pud!  
 

 
 

February 27th 
Eardisland Village Hall 

11.30am to 3pm 
 

No ticket required, just turn up! 
 
 

All proceeds to updating the village hall 
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
Thank you to everyone who completed the 2015 Patient survey. I will let you 
know the results in the next edition. 
 
Shingles Vaccinations: 
 
These are now available for those born between the following dates 
2nd Sept 1935 to 1st Sept 1936 
2nd Sept 1942 to 1st Sept 1945 
If you are eligible and wish to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact 
the surgery. 
 
Missed Appointments (MA's) 
 
After a small increase (20) in September there was a pleasing reduction in 
October with MA's down to only 142. These MA's represent the total across all 
three practices. 
                       MA's   Total appointments                      Proportion of MA's 
October         142                  3234                                      4.39%    (1 in 23) 
September    187                  2330                                      8.03%     (1 in 12) 
August            167                  2162                                      7.72%     (1 in 13)  
Recent figures have shown that missed appointments cost the NHS and taxpayer 
£162 million annually. 
 
HEALTHWATCH. 
   
Representatives from your local Healthwatch in Hereford gave a talk to the last 
PPG meeting. 

Healthwatch is a new (2013) consumer champion for both health and 
social care. It has local centres throughout the country with both paid staff and 
volunteers. Healthwatch enables everyone to share their views and concerns 
about both local healthcare and social services ie. hospitals, doctors, dentists, 
care homes including nursing and residential care. 

You can contact your local Healthwatch on  01432 364481 or via their 
website www.healthwatchherefordshire.co.uk  Leaflets are usually available in 
GP surgeries and libraries. 

Finally, I wish you all a healthy 2016. 
Diane Lee 

  01544 387685 

http://www.healthwatchherefordshire.co.uk/
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THE ANNUAL REVIEW compiled by Barry Freeman 
 
I have long ago lost track of when I started compiling these annual reviews.  My 
motivation remains two-fold: to provide an annual stocktaking of our progress as 
a community and to give a clear picture of life in Eardisland at the start of the 21st 
century for future local historians. 
 
INNOVATIONS IN 2015 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
The three surgeries of this practice cover a number of communities as far north 
as Leintwardine.  Eardisland was not represented on the PPG until a report from 
the group and an appeal for a local Eardisland representative from our editor 
were published in the March issue of this magazine. 
 
This appeal was promptly answered by Diane Lee, newly arrived in the village and 
with 40 years’ experience of nursing and NHS management: an excellent 
voluntary response for a very worthwhile cause. 
 
CHANGES OF PERSONNEL FOR TWO COMMITTEES 
The Village Hall Management Committee and the Village Show Committee have 
both benefited from the addition of a number of new volunteer members.  These 
have again included several relative newcomers and an encouraging number of 
younger people, both very welcome signs for the future. 
 
A LANDMARK YEAR FOR THE COMMUNITY SHOP 
March 31st marked the 5th anniversary of our community shop.  In the following 
weeks a complete refit of all fixtures and fittings, including the floor, was 
undertaken.  The final result was pictured in the September magazine ... a sight 
to make the manager of Morrisons green with envy and a credit to all the 
volunteers who keep this invaluable community service running seven days a 
week. 
 
NEW FACILITIES FOR YOUNGSTERS  
On a sunny Saturday morning in August Sacha Kindred OBE officially opened the 
new play area on the recreation ground.  Some equipment in the existing play 
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area for the youngest children has also been upgraded.  The large crowd of 
children were able to see one of the gold medals Sasha has won: he has 
competed in five Summer Paralympic Games, winning a total of twelve medals 
for Great Britain. 
 
Parish Councillor Phil Milchard was the determined volunteer who devoted 
countless hours over two years in meetings with parents and children, sourcing 
suitable equipment and completing complicated grant applications to turn the 
idea of a new play area into a reality. 
 
A NEW VENTURE FOR THE CHURCH 
On 17th October an event was held in the church which was remarkable on three 
counts: 

 it was the first time an auction had been held in the church; 

 it was the first time a major church event had been initiated, organised and 
largely executed by people not directly associated with the church; 

 it raised the wholly unexpected total of £4,637. 
 
The lead organisers were Sue and David Wallis and Margaret and Phil Milchard, 
all veteran volunteers and seasoned fund raisers: some team! They received able 
and willing support from PCC members as always. 
 
COMMENT 
This list of five major innovations encompasses a wide range of locally significant 
activities all bound together by one key word: VOLUNTEERS. 
 
Similarly, the list of over twenty events which follows have all depended for their 
organisation and success on volunteers contributing untold hours of planning and 
labour.  They are the people we rely on to make Eardisland such a rewarding 
community to be part of. 
 
THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2015 
31 Jan  Coffee Morning, Twinning Association 
17 Feb  Lunch at Luctonians Club, Hospice Friends Group 
28 Feb  Folk Music Evening, Village Band and Friends 
21 Mar  Charity Coffee Morning, Women’s Institute 
22 Mar  Model Railway Exhibition, Local Enthusiasts 
25 Mar  Passion Play “Inheritance”, Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
11 Apr  Bowling Club Open Day, Club Committee 
30 May  Plant Sale and Swap, Eardisland in Bloom 
6-7 Jun  Open Gardens in Kingsland, Hospice Friends Group 



14 
 

13-14 Jun    Open Gardens Weekend in Eardisland, PCC 
17 Jun  Big Tea Party in Kingsland, Hospice Friends Group 
11 Jul  Disco Night: 60s and 70s Music, Village Hall Committee (VHMC) 
15 Aug  Pudding Evening, VHMC 
15 Aug  Opening: Play Areas Extension and Improvements, Parish Council 
3 Sep  Coffee Morning, Hospice Friends Group 
5 Sep   Village Show, Show Committee 
2 Oct  Collection at Morrisons, Hospice Friends Group 
9-10 Oct     Local Plan Exhibition/Consultation, Parish Council 
11 Oct  Harvest Festival in Church, PCC 
17 Oct  Auction in Church, Friends of Eardisland Church/PCC 
24 Oct  Craft and Apple Fair, Eardisland in Bloom 
3 Dec  Christmas Bingo, Bowls Club Committee 
31 Dec  New Year’s Eve Party, VHMC 
 
PARISH ORGANISATIONS  
The following bodies have all made their contribution to our varied community 
life and well-being: 
 

Parish Council and Footpath Officers 
Parochial Church Council 
Village Hall Management Committee 
Church Cleaners and Flower Guild 
Village Hall Trustees and H Team 
Hospice Friends Support Group 
Eardisland in Bloom 
Dovecote Trust 
Women’s Institute 
Community Shop Team 
Archaeology and Local History Group 
Whittington Educational Trust 
Twinning Association  
Village Band 
Bowls Club 
Art Group 
Mortimer Medical Practice PPG 
Local Links, Share-a-Care group 
Parish Magazine 
Community Website 

 
At this point it is appropriate to give a universal vote of thanks to Chris Bivand 
who has developed our community magazine into a model which stands head 
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and shoulders above those produced in neighbouring communities.  At the end 
of each year he never has to wonder what to do next year; he knows everyone is 
expecting the first of next year’s issues to drop through the letterbox in the third 
week of January ... and so on, and so on, every two months throughout the year.  
Other arrangements have to be woven into that pattern of regular two weekly 
commitments every two months. Thank you on behalf of all of us, Chris.  Your 
magazine provides the essential thread that links everything we do together. 
 
GOODBYE TO FOUR OLD FRIENDS 
Sadly 2015 saw the passing of Connie Weir, Jim Collins, Derek Bray and Jenny 
Gittoes. All were long-term residents, active in various aspects of community life, 
all were widely known and respected and our community is the poorer for their 
passing. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO 2016 
On Saturday 12th March the Village Band and friends will be dispelling any 
lingering traces of winter gloom with their annual concert in the Village Hall at 
7.30pm. The following Saturday, 19th March, in more sedate mood, the Women’s 
Institute will hold a charity coffee morning, the sum being to raise funds for a 
defibrillator for Eardisland. 

Further into the year the Eardisland Neighbourhood Development Plan 
will be published in its final statutory format.  Regular progress reports have been 
included in each edition of the parish magazine for the past eighteen months.  
The plan will detail local planning policy until 2031. 

As always, this magazine and the website will provide a complete diary 
of events as the year unfolds. 

A happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to everyone. 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL: UPDATE JANUARY 2016 
 
A very happy New Year and thank you to everyone who supported the village hall 
during 2015. The New Year’s Eve party was a great success and enjoyed by all 
who came along. A huge thank you to Ruth Brinton-Bivand and Tracie Preece and 
their team of volunteers for organising the evening and to Phil Weaver for 
providing the music. Hopefully we will hold another New Year’s Eve party this 
year! Thank you to Bob Aldred and Edwin Thompson for fixing the gents’ toilet 
just in time for the party. 

We have got lots of things planned for 2016 and look forward to being part 
of some fantastic village events. Our first fund-raising event of 2016 will be a 
table top sale on Saturday 30th January: 
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 If you would like to book a table, please contact Steph Griffiths on 

07968 810137. 

 The committee would welcome any donations of small, good as new, 

bric-a-brac items, books, unwanted Christmas presents etc. to be sold 

for village hall funds (any unsold items will be donated to a local 

charity). Please leave donations at the community shop for the 

attention of either Kate or Edwin Thompson. 

 Any volunteers who would be willing to help on the day please contact 

Kate Thompson by e mail katethompson63@hotmail.co.uk or by 

telephone on 387975. 

 Donations of cakes for refreshments are always welcome, please 

contact Kate. 

Across the country celebrations will be held on 11 June to commemorate the 90th 
birthday of Queen Elizabeth II. It has been suggested that we hold an afternoon 
tea in the village hall on Saturday 11 June. If anyone is interested (either as an 
individual or a representative of a village organisation) in working together to 
arrange this event please contact Kate Thompson (details above). 
  

 

 
Saturday 30th January 2016 

Table Top Sale 
Eardisland Village Hall  

10.00am – 2.00pm 
Refreshments available including bacon 

butties! 
Tables £5 contact Steph Griffiths on 07968 

810137 

mailto:katethompson63@hotmail.co.uk
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EARDISLAND W.I. ANNUAL MEETING 9TH NOVEMBER 2015 
 
 SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 
 December at New Inn, Pembridge we met 
 A feast we all enjoyed never to forget. 
 Secret Santa was the very best 
 Some opened theirs but not the rest. 
 
 January we met unusually in the morn 
 To avoid bad weather even a storm 
 Bring & Buy was a great success, 
 Members shared memories no less. 
 
 February we met Bunnies, Beasties & Bugs 
 And the guinea pigs enjoyed all our hugs. 
 In March by Jo Allred we were entertained 
 With stories of policing we were detained! 
  

The March Spring Coffee morning went well 
 And a donation for Parkinsons was swell. 
 April, President Helen stepped ably in 
 Figure of Eight Cattery was entertaining. 
 
 May was our outing to Moreton Wood. 
 Some of us sat round the fire and watched 
 Whilst those that ably walked could. 
 Charcoal we saw where it was made 
 And learned of the flowers in the glade. 
 
 June, Pat Sleeman, her candles showed us 
 Decorated Beautifully they wowed us! 
 July, Thai Cookery with Shirley Cook. 
 Food we smelled, felt and tasted 
 As well as could look! 
 
 September, “Serious Crime” was on the money 
 Cameron Addicott informed us of traps of honey! 
 October “Votes for Women” was the theme, 
 Visitors joined us, so good was the scheme! 
 
 So to November our Annual Meeting once more. 
 Come on members you know the score! 
 Without a committee we could not go on 
 So thank you members bold and strong. 
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Monday January 11th  We met in the morning and enjoyed chatting to one 
another over coffee and brought and bought things from the Bring & Buy table 
which was very successful. 
Monday February 8th 7.00 p.m.  David Barrie will help us in learning about wine 
tasting and the competition is for 3 white hyacinths in flower. This is always hit 
and miss but a few members seem to know the secrets of this! 
Monday March 14th 7.30p.m. Anne Goodwin will give a talk on the life of 
Wordsworth. 
Saturday 19th March Spring Coffee Morning – see page 19 
Sunday March 20th the W.I. will be catering for the Railway Day at the village hall 
from 10a.m. until 4p.m. so come along and enjoy a bacon butty or home-made 
cakes. 

We take this opportunity to wish you all a happy 2016 and stress that 
we welcome anyone to come along as a visitor to any of the meetings where you 
will enjoy fun and fellowship. This is especially so if you are new to the village, it 
is a great way to get to know people and make new friends. 
 

Mavis Tantrum W.I. Secretary, Kingfisher House (formerly Black Barn) 
 01544 387972 

 
 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW - SATURDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 
 
Happy New Year from the show committee, Kate, Jo, Elaine and Steph. We hope 
you are busy working on projects for the show this year, just a reminder of some 
of the classes that will be included: 

 A photograph of Eardisland in winter (must be taken during the winter 
of 2015/16 and dated) 

 A photograph of a family event 

 Any item of craft, including woodwork and metalwork, not exceeding 
12”x12”x12” (men only)   

 An item of cross stitch or embroidery 

 A pin cushion 

 An item of jewellery 

You may also wish to prepare: 

 Fiction prose - ‘A Countryside Walk’ max 500 words 

 Art – ‘A Herefordshire View’ watercolour, max 2’x2’ 
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LAWTON CROSSROADS FACTSHEET 
Compiled by Barry Freeman, Eardisland.  01544 388226 
 

SECTION A. THE CURRENT SITUATION 
 

A1.   LAWTON CROSSROADS IS A LONGSTANDING PROBLEM recognised as such 
by our local authorities for over 20 years. 
 

Three recent collisions (24th Oct., 29th and 30th Nov.) all involved the emergency 
services.  The 24th Oct. collision caused 4 serious injuries, 3 requiring airlifting to 
Birmingham. 
 

A2.   ONLY ACCIDENTS INVOLVING THE EMERGENCY SERVICES ARE OFFICIALLY 
RECORDED. 
 

Accidents up to a level of seriousness where vehicles are written-off can escape 
recording if no personal injury is sustained. 
 

A3.   THE RESIDENTS OF SEVEN PARISHES are regularly exposed to the dangers of 
this crossroads: Aymestrey; Eardisland; Kingsland; Leintwardine; Lyonshall; 
Pembridge and Wigmore. 
 

A4.   THE COMBINED POPULATION of these 7 parishes is 6,500 people. 
 

A5.   LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS now being prepared for these 7 parishes 
mean that their combined population will increase by 1,000 extra residents by 
2020.  This is a certainty, given the rush of planning applications already 
approved, and those in preparation. 
 

A6.   FEW SERVICES OR EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES exist in our 7 parishes.  
Inevitably the 1,000 new residents will be car owners, seeking wider services and, 
in many cases, employment on a regular basis.  Again inevitably, they will 
significantly increase the flow of traffic exposed to the dangers of Lawton 
Crossroads. 
 

A7.   THIS IS NOT AN INHERENTLY DANGEROUS CROSSROADS: The A4110 is crossed 
by C1035/B4529, the latter road having priority.  The requirement for vehicles 
travelling on A4110 to give way could not be more prominently signed. Visibility is 
adequate in both directions. 
 

A8.   THE CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENTS: study of police accident reports for the last 
4 years reveals that in every case the faults lay with a driver on A4110 failing to 
adequately comply with the give way instructions.  No adverse weather 
conditions have been noted. 
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SECTION B.  INFORMATION AND OPINIONS FROM APPROPRIATELY QUALIFIED 
PERSONNEL OF HEREFORDSHIRE COUNCIL AND WEST MERCIA CONSTABULARY 
 

NOTE.  The following points paraphrase a number of emails and reports 
provided to B.Freeman since late October. 
 

B1.   WITHIN THE CONFINES OF LOW COST IMPROVEMENTS, this junction has 
had every sign, road marking and surface treatment possible. 
 

The police who dealt with the serious collision on 24th October have suggested 
that they see no scope for any additional signing as the type in use at present 
should be more than adequate for any competent driver. 
 

B2.   TWO MAIN SUGGESTIONS HAVE BEEN ASSESSED 
 

A CHANGE OF PRIORITIES 
 

Considered in the mid-1990s and again recently.  Rejected on two main grounds. 
 

1.   The visibility in both directions travelling from Eardisland to Leominster would 
be too limited. 
 

2.   The A4110 would become a relatively tight curve with a fairly busy junction in 
the middle of the curve. 
 

The conclusion is that such an alteration would have the potential to increase, 
rather than decrease, serious accidents. 
 

REPLACE “GIVE WAY” WITH “STOP” SIGNS 
 

Stop signs require specific authorisation from the Department for Transport.  There 
is no way that this junction would meet the strict visibility criteria the Department 
applies to qualify for stop signs. 
 
 

In reality this would be a “placebo fix”, having regard to the opinion of the police 
that compliance would be unlikely to improve significantly on the disregard some 
drivers show for current signs. 
 

SECTION C.   THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION 
 

Taking into account all the above points, particularly those about driver 
behaviour, it is appropriate to end with a direct quotation from one email: 
 

“Taking into account driver behaviour we must focus on a larger physical 
change as the ultimate solution”. 

 

   

IN SHORT ... A ROUNDABOUT. 
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 SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07968916783, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

Please see the Prime Rota in the church porch for further details.  
 

 
Sunday 17th January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 24th January 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday  31st January 

11 am Benefice Holy Communion 
with The Very Rev. Michael 
Tavinor, Dean of Hereford 

Kingsland 

 

Sunday 7th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 14th February 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 21st February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 28th February 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 6th March – Mothering Sunday 

9.30 am Family Communion 
 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 13th March 

9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20th March – Palm Sunday 

tba tba tba 

Please Note that services for Holy Week and Easter will be in the March edition 

of the magazine. 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

May I wish you all a hopeful new year for you 
and your kin. I would like to thank all those who 
decorated the church for Chistmas it looked 
stunning! Thanks to Dian, Beryl and the PCC for 
all their care of the services and it was lovely to 
see so many in the choir at the carol service. I 
hope that your Christmas had some special 
moments both with your families and celebrating 
the season and the birth of God’s son.  

We celebrated with the Duggan family 
in December as Anne-Marie came to be married 
to Colin Staley and then we mourned with the 
Gittoes family as we all came together in shock 

at the death of Jenny and we send the family all our good wishes and love. 
Easter is early this year falling at the end of March and so this term will 

be short for the children at school. Let us remember and pray for our children 
and their teachers whether they are at Kingsland Primary the catchment school, 
which is wonderful and overflowing, or whether they go off to secondary school 
or college/university elsewhere. We are once again astounded by the exploration 
of the universe as Tim Peake spends 6 months at the space station and the 
advancement of our knowledge once again enters new realms. Thank you to all 
who educate and explore. 

A group of us meet on Tuesday mornings at 9am in church to pray. We 
all find that helpful I think to spend time bringing before God both the wonders 
and also the needs of the world both far and also near. It is open to anyone who 
wants to come. After there is a group who meets for coffee (and delicious cake) 
and using a book called Pilgrim spends an hour grappling with some of the 
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wisdom of the Bible and the situations around us. All done by 10,30am and 
prepared for the day. 

The beginning of a new year presents new opportunities or times to try 
again. There is always hope and help around and I hope that our paths may cross 
these coming months as we journey on together. Every blessing Julie. 
 
PROVIDING FOR MINISTRY IN OUR DIOCESE 
 
Next month Diocesan Synod will consider a proposal for a new way of 
contributing to the ministry of our diocese.  Instead of parishes or benefices 
being told how much you should give, you will be invited to be as generous as 
you can be. 

It's as simple as that but it involves a change of culture.  Instead of 
working to raise funds through village fetes etc. in order to pay an amount 
someone else has decided, you will have to work out, through prayer and 
reflection, how God is calling you to respond to his generosity: how you will use 
all his gifts to help his mission throughout our diocese. 

With the freedom to decide how much you will give goes responsibility.  
Individual responsibility to be as generous as you can be in your own giving to the 
church.  And a collective, shared responsibility for each other as we think about 
parishes that cannot afford the ministry they still need. 

Members of the Bishop's working group are still visiting deaneries, 
benefices and parishes to listen to your concerns and to help you understand the 
proposal. 

Revd Richard Jones 
Chair, Parish Offer Working Group 

r.jones@hereford.anglican.org  

Towards Parish Offer 2017 
 

The Parish Offer Working Group is preparing proposals for Diocesan Synod in 
March to introduce a new system for contributing parish share from 1 January 
2017. 
 If Synod agrees, this will replace the existing system of parish shares 
being set centrally and worked out through deaneries.  All parishes and benefices 
will be given information about the costs of mission and ministry in our diocese 
and invited to make offers which are both realistic and generous, enabling new 
initiatives to be taken for mission and growth. 
 More information is available on the diocesan website at H 
http://goo.gl/29lJ2H (lower case "l" between 29 and J). 
 Please contact Revd Richard Jones ( gr.jones@hereford.anglican.org ), 
chair of the working group, if you have ideas or questions. 

mailto:r.jones@hereford.anglican.org
http://goo.gl/29lJ2H
mailto:gr.jones@hereford.anglican.org
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PRAYER GROUP 
 
On behalf of the Tuesday prayer 
group, thank you to those who 
contributed towards the sock and 
leggings collection for the refugee 

effort. Hopefully, that all has been 
received and distributed to where 
the need is greatest. 

Many thanks, 
Dian 

CHRISTMAS TREES 
 
19th December, saw a record 
number of children and parents 
come to decorate the Church 
Christmas trees, one for the bigger 
children, including grown ups, and a 
smaller one for the toddlers. 
Everyone seemed to have a fun 
time, the hot chocolate was well 
received as were the 
marshmallows, both trees looked 
really magnificent. 

Thank you everyone for 
making a fun morning, lots of nice 
remarks about  the trees have been 
passed on, so well done kids! 

Looking forward to doing 
something for Easter, so get your 
ideas together and let us do 
something really special, so let me 
know what you think that we can 
do. 

Love from 
Dian xx  

100 CLUB 
 
If you are a member of the 100 
Club, it’s time to renew your 
subscription ready for the first draw 
of the year at the end of January. 
Volunteers will be visiting you soon 
to collect £15 (no increase!) which 
will give you the chance of winning 
one of 4 cash prizes in one of the 
monthly draws. 

If you are not a member, 
why not join us and help towards 
keeping our church flourishing? 

New members are always welcome 
– or, if you wish, you could hold 
more than one number to increase 
your chances of winning! 

If you want to ‘get ahead’ 
of the collector, cheques should be 
made payable to ‘Eardisland PCC’ 
and can be handed to any PCC 
member or dropped through my 
letterbox.  If you would like to join 
the club, please do contact me. 

 
Annette Blyth, Arrow Cottage   

 01544 388241 
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EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
After a successful 2015 season and now all the end of season events are over 
with the presentation dinner and auction, fundraising events, bingo and quiz etc. 
and the Christmas lunch, the floor can now be cleared to put the short mat 
down. This will be available on Wednesdays 2pm until 4pm at the bowls club. 

A small donation would be appreciated for this so come along and have 
a go and join in the fun. You never know you may catch the bug and like bowling 
on the green on Saturday 16th April which is our opening day. The club will be 
welcoming new members, bowling or social for the forthcoming season. 
Contact Doug Tantrum on 01544 387972 or email dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
  
 
 

Quality Craft & Produce 
Fair, 

Big Breakfast  
& much, much more! 

 

All day, 22nd October 
2016 

 
St. Mary’s Church & Eardisland Village 

Hall 
 

Further details in this & next edition of Eardisland Parish Magazine 
 

 
 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The team is taking a winter break but will be back in early Spring, although 
daytime temperatures have been higher than some so called summer days! A 
good number of daffodils are ready to burst into glorious colour, just a shame 
they’re three months early. A couple of dates for the diary; 
Plant Swop / Sale; 
This is now confirmed for Saturday 14th May in the village hall. 
Aumtumn Craft Fair;  
Saturday 22nd October 2016. Jointly run by Eardisland in Bloom and Eardisland 
PCC. 

Following the huge success of last October’s craft fair it has been 
decided to book a repeat but with a few important changes. The fair itself will 
move in to the church, giving room for many more stallholders. The village hall 
will be used to sell hot food and drinks as well as being the venue for food and 
drink stalls. Although it sounds ridiculously early to be talking about autumn, 
events of this type need a great deal of planning and to capture the quality 
crafters we hope to attract we need to publicise it early. Stalls will cost £10 and 
can be reserved by contacting either Phil Milchard or Richard Kirby.  
 
Eardisland in Bloom AGM 
 
This will be held on Thursday 17th March @ 2.30pm at Kathleen & Barry’s 
tearoom. Planning for the year ahead will be on the agenda and everyone is 
welcome to attend. 
 
Litter Pick 
 
Volunteers are once again required for the annual litter pick which this year will 
be on Saturday 12th March. Please meet outside the shop at 10am and bring 
along a pair of wellington boots or strong boots. Grabbers, reflective jackets, 
black sacks and gloves will be supplied. 
 

Phil Milchard ( 01544 388097)        Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
  
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

 
       My last contribution to these pages ended with a brief extract from an 
Indenture of 15th May 1598 which, in the introductory wording, mentioned Roger 
Vaughan, Lord of the Manor of Eardisland, gentleman. 
       Roger Vaughan had held the lordship of Eardisland since 2nd December 1595, 
[Longleat Schedule, page 5] and continued to do so until 12th October 1598 when 
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he sold the manors and lordships of Eardisland and Pembridge to Sir Gellie 
Meyrick Kt, Steward to the 2nd Earl of Essex, Thomas Crompton and Henry 
Lyndley. By Power of Attorney they arranged for Walter Wiseman and William 
Wiggenton, gent, to take possession. 
       I have no other references to either the Wiseman or Wiggenton families 
before or since 1598; nor anything from which to assess what effect this second 
change of lordship in under three years may have had on everyday life in the 
manor and wider parish of Eardisland. 
       The other party to the Indenture was Nicholas Deyos of the parish of 
Eardisland. The Deyos family had been here since, at very least, 1576  [23rd 
November 19 ELIZABETH] when there is mention of .......the now dwelling house 
of John Deyos called the Nunn House... [HAS B16/1]. 
       The word now in this context could have two different meanings. Had John 
Deyos previously lived somewhere else but in May 1598 was at the Nunn House? 
Or does it refer to the fact that Nunn House had, not that many years earlier, 
been a House of Nunns ( a cell of Limebrook Priory; as had indeed been the case) 
and before the Dissolution of the Monasteries not anybody’s dwelling house? 
       That the family was still at the Nun House in 1598 is almost certain for in 
1637 there is mention of John Deyos gent owner of the Nunhouse [HAS SR62]. 
Although not with certainty the John Deyos of the 1576 reference, a person of 
that name was buried here on 8th December 1614.[Eardisland Parish Register. 
HAS AJ32/1]. 
       However, these dates for the two Johns Deyos do leave room for Nicholas 
Deyos of the 1598 Indenture to have been the son of the first mentioned John, 
father of the second one. This parentage of Nicholas is not proven, but that he 
was the father of a son, also John, is certain, for near the end of the Indenture is 
mention of: maude the new wife of the said Nicholas Deyos and to John Deyos 
their son. There is insufficient detail in the Indenture to establish the ages of, or 
anything else about Nicholas, Maude and John (the son) in 1598. 
       The essence of what the Indenture ‘witnessed’ ie. set out in detail, was that 
he, Roger Vaughan, granted a lease to Nicholas Deyos of half an acre of arable 
land which was within his lordship of Eardisland. Where exactly was this on half 
acre of arable lande p’cell of my said manor or lordship situated? 
       The Indenture continues with a description of its position. It was: 
in a field there called the weastefeilde Other positional information follows, but 
first, where was weastefeilde? 
        It is safe to transcribe this to modern spelling as ‘westfield’, impliedly one of 
the ancient open-field cultivation areas of early Eardisland. I have written a Paper 
about westfield which includes illustrations of its likely position. It is not practical 
to attempt to include the illustrations here, and so a written description will have 
to suffice. 
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       As the name suggests it was to the west of the centre of the village as it now 
is, its main access probably being via Green Lane, at the end of which the dog-leg 
configuration is typical of the approach to other such open-fields in the parish. 
Some of these fields can still be seen as strip-cultivation on the Tithe Map 1842-
1844. The size of Westfield may well have varied over the centuries, being 
affected for example, both by the total population living and working within the 
manor of Eardisland, and by changing farming practice and techniques.  
       At its peak, arguably in the early 14th century before the Black Death in 1348-
1349, I suggest that it perhaps extended at least three hundred yard west and 
south from the end of Green Lane, say two hundred yards towards the north and 
north-east, where the land drops down onto the flood-plain of the river. My 
directions are indicative rather than accurate. 
       That the Black Death hit this parish hard is not in doubt. There is 
contemporary source material for the manor of Burton, and there is no reason to 
suggest that matters would have been different in other parts of the parish. From 
the very nature of the infection, that is extremely improbable. 
       But space considerations now lead me to leave the 14th century and return to 
the 21st. My next Ramble may well start where this one has finished. 

 
George Alderson 

 
SOME EARDISLAND FAMILIES, THEIR HOMES AND OCCUPATIONS  
 
It is interesting how an enquiry from a relative of someone who once lived in 
Eardisland can lead to some unexpected discoveries.  If you have ever wondered 
who lived in your house 50 or 100 years ago it is sometimes possible to discover 
this by unexpected routes.  The Eardisland History & Heritage Group occasionally 
receives requests for information about ancestry or historical details about 
buildings to which we try to respond in some detail if we hold information in our 
files or if we can find respondents who can assist. We are not always fully 
successful.  
 We recently received a request for information about a family named 
Eves and the place in which they may have lived. The writer said she was trying 
to establish the whereabouts of a property that was called ‘Lower Mill’. That was 
straightforward since we had photos and some details about its whereabouts. 
However, she believed it once belonged to the Eves family who she thought 
came from this area.  She was investigating documentary evidence which showed 
Lower Mill was advertised for rental in 1790 through an advert in Berrow’s 
Worcester Journal in 1791. Whilst we were able to provide photographs of Lower 
Mill (sometimes called Glan Arrow Mill) in a dilapidated state and then fully 
renovated as a residential home we are still investigating the Eves family to 
whom she referred. She asks if anyone has knowledge of the family? She thinks 
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John Eves was a butcher in Hereford who owned land in the Westfield area of the 
city, but whose father George may have been born at Eardisland perhaps at the 
mill. Naturally we will continue to investigate the issues raised. It is thought that 
Lower Mill was still in working order in 1876 when the miller was Charles 
Hundley. It is now of course an elegant family residence. The other mill (known 
as Upper Mill) close to the Dovecote and village shop burnt down in the 1960s. It 
had been operating as a mill until the 1950s. This, too, is now the site of a 
beautiful new house. Both properties have incorporated some feature of the 
original mills within them. 
 Another recent enquiry in November 2015 was from Shaun Drew Burton 
who lives in Kent. He asked whether there were any records existing which might 
give some information about one of his relatives, Edith Martha Drew. Pat Roche 
kindly provided some initial details which proved useful to set research going. It 
became apparent that the Drew family had connections with other local families 
through marriage, in particular those of the Price and Lloyd. They were well 
known in Eardisland between about 1900-1940; some of their relatives may still 
be in the area, but could not be located for the immediate project to provide 
information to Mr Drew Burton. 

Another person with a long-standing knowledge of the families of 
Eardisland is Peggy Olausen, now in her 90s and living in New Zealand. She was 
born in the village and went to school here. Her father was in charge of the Home 
Guard during the war, when their base was the Old Smithy. Peggy married Bob 
Olausen who as a young sailor at the age of 17 was a gunner on board the 
Achilles and sent to help attack the Graff Spee at the battle of the River Plate in 
1939. In an interview with him, he described vividly how it was scuttled and sunk.  
Peggy sent some details about the families mentioned by Shaun but suggested I 
contact an old friend of hers, also in his 90s, Air Commodore Gwynne Price. She 
said that as a member of the Price family, he was likely to have memories of the 
wider family connections needed to assist Shaun Drew Burton. Gwynne Price 
himself had extraordinary wartime experiences which he has written about in a 
fascinating account entitled ‘Bob’s Crew’. He was the flight engineer as a crew 
member of a Lancaster bomber and flew many missions. He later volunteered for 
the Pathfinder Force, whose planes flew ahead of the bombers to drop flares to 
indicate targets, all of which he vividly describes in his operational memories of 
those days. 

Whilst growing up in the village Gwynne had lived in a property which 
once stood on the site of the present Glebe Cottages in the centre of the village. 
Gwynne duly provided information about his memories of pre-war Eardisland. He 
was able to throw light on the connections between the Price, Drew, and Lloyd 
families as he recalled them between about 1900 and 1940.  

Gwynne was the grandson of Sam Price who had six children and the 
family lived and farmed for many years at Upper House Hardwick. One of Sam’s 
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children, Jim, married Hilda Drew in the early 1920s.  Gwynne was their son. 
Hilda’s father was Tom Drew. He worked for the council with Archie George, 
another well known ‘old timer’, keeping the village tidy.  The Drew family lived in 
Miles Cottage, on the corner of Back Lane in Eardisland village. Among his other 
children were Will Drew and Edith Martha Drew (about whom Shaun was 
requesting information). She was born in 1902 and died in 2001. She is thought 
by Gwynne to have left the village in the early 1920s. At some point after leaving, 
she married. Her great grandson is Shaun. 

Tom’s son Will Drew married Gwen Lloyd in 1929. The Lloyd family lived 
in Knapp House in the centre of the village. There were three Lloyd brothers, 
Jack, Manny and James. They had a business as undertakers and carpenters at 
Knapp House. James (who died in 1948) and his wife Margaret had two 
daughters, Gwen and Gladys. Whilst Gwen married Will Drew, Gladys was a cook 
at the local vicarage for the Rev Birley and his family.   

The Rev Birley was vicar in Eardisland from 1917 to 1938. He lived in the 
vicarage opposite the church with his wife Phyllis and daughter Pauline. Records 
show that his home was built in 1903 by Charles Cook a builder from Hereford on 
a site that was purchased for £173.4.6. The cost to build the house was £1,695; 
fencing cost £45 and the architect’s fee was £110.  The total £1,850. The 
outbuildings were erected in 1913 at a cost of £320, one of which became the 
base for the local Girl Guides for many years. The Rev Birley eventually left the 
village in 1938 and Peggy Olausen recalls that Gladys Lloyd went with him to care 
for him in his old age. He was replaced by the Rev Percival Rock (in charge from 
1938 until 1957). 

So it seems that Edith Martha Drew left the village in the early 1920s 
and in due course married. There cannot be anyone presently in Eardisland who 
remembers her personally, and there seems to be no one who can recall her 
through contact with family or friends. There may be just one photo of Edith 
where she is seen with a young Margaret Drew (who later became Margaret 
Neale). She was the daughter of Will and Gwen and several years ago sent 
several photos of her family members at a wedding, outside Knapp House and in 
the garden of the vicarage. These included photographs of the Rev Birley and his 
family but, by chance, there was one which seemed to show Edith Martha Drew 
with Margaret. It has been a pleasure to be able to send Shaun the outcomes of 
the research and copies of the photos including that of the otherwise largely 
forgotten Edith. However, her relationship with the Price and Lloyd families has 
been traced thanks to the help of various correspondents. It has been pleasing to 
be able help resolve some of the questions which Shaun has raised.  

It is hoped that more information may be gathered about the Eves 
family in due course, which the earlier correspondent required. Such research 
can usefully reveal the interesting family connections that existed within the 
parish, the places in which they lived during particular times and their roles in the 
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village community. It reminds us how much more mobile the population of the 
parish has become and the impact of social and economic change since those 
pre-war years. Then, in the centre of the village, Eardisland had two shops, an 
undertaker, a nurse, a carpentry business, a building firm, a thriving school, (with 
two village teachers), a garage, post office a bicycle repair shop and a vicar in 
residence in the local vicarage.  And all this arose from a bit of research arising 
from two requests for information about families. 

Paul Selfe 
WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
 

We shall be going to see Toast in Malvern on Wed 24th Feb, 
leaving Weobley at 12.30pm. If you are interested in 
cancellation seats, please give me a ring. 
 We will then be going to Malvern again, this time to 
see the The End of The Rainbow on Wed 6 April 2016, 
leaving Weobley at 12.30. The play tells the story of Judy 

Garland as she makes her explosive London comeback at the height of the 
swinging sixties. This fiercely funny and emotionally-charged play finds the once 
glittering star sparring with her new fiancé, her devoted accompanist, and her 
own demons.  It is filled with Garland’s tenacity, razor-sharp wit and once-in-a-
generation voice. Featuring Garland’s most memorable songs, The Man that Got 
Away, Come Rain or Come Shine, The Trolley Song and, of course, Somewhere 
Over The Rainbow.  
 
  “There are moments in the theatre when you lean forward in your seat 
with shivers racing down the spine, and realise there is nowhere else on God’s 
earth that you’d rather be.” End of the Rainbow is one such occasion – Daily 
Telegraph. 
 
 Ellen Verenieks will be playing the lead at this performance.  The cost is 
£31.50 to be paid before 5 March please. 
 Then to finish off the season we will be going to Malvern again to hear 
Nigel Kennedy and the Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra playing Nigel Kennedy’s 
New Four Seasons and English Collection in the Forum Theatre at Malvern on 
Sunday 17 April, this performance being in the evening.  I have reserved seats in 
the front of the raised seating – rows N and O – which should give us a good view 
as well as being not too near the stage. Tickets are £55 each to include the coach, 
payable before 15 March please. NB The coach will leave Bell Square at 5.45pm 
and we should be back in Weobley around 11.15/11.30pm. 
 

Kate Best,  01544 318513, bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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MODEL TRAIN DAY 
 
The Herefordshire Borders 0 Gauge Group is holding a train-running session on 
Sunday 20th March at Eardisland Village Hall using the East Midlands 0 Gauge 
track from 10 .00am to 4.30pm. 
 There will be trade stands and superb food on offer by the W.I. in the 
form of bacon rolls, home-made cake and tea etc. 

Entrance fee is £2.00 for adults. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult and entrance for them will be free. 

Please note that no insurance will be taken out for rolling stock etc. 
 

For further details please contact Doug Tantrum  01544 387972  or 
email:  dougtantrum@hotmail.com  

 

  

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
We began to see a change in the weather for Eardisland in November with strong 
winds and rain remnants from the storm Barney, although temperatures 
remained fairly high to 15 degrees with not many early morning frosts. Total 
rainfall for the month was 75mm (3 inches). Barometer pressures ranged from 
29.00 to 29.70. 
The river, whilst behaving itself through the summer months, began to rise from 
a steady 9 inches to highs of 22 inches. 
 The weather for December continued to be windy and wet again from 
remnants of hurricane Katrina and storms which appeared to come in 
alphabetical order such as: Clodah, Desmond, Eva and Frank. Total rainfall was 
123mm (4.8 inches) which caused the river to rise over the month to 40 inches 
on the 31st. 

Barometer pressures ranged from 29.24 to 29.98 again with fairly high 
temperatures to 13 degrees and little frost, most unusual for December. 
Equivalent rainfall for November 2014 was 89mm (3.5 inches) and December 
2014, 50mm (2 inches). 
 Nature-wise we are seeing roses still blooming, with delphiniums 
budding and tulips coming through. Two kites have been hovering above, as well 
as the usual buzzards. Also six hen pheasants, followed by two cock pheasants 
and our two moorhens, have appeared again. Groups of long-tailed tits appeared 
briefly and one morning the paddock was covered in pigeons, too many to count! 

Drop me an email if you have sighted any otters as we have not 
seen any in 2015, or anything else unusual, to:  dougtantrum@hotmail.com  
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House (formerly Black Barns) 
 
NEW UNITS OF MEASURE  
  
Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavement:  
1 bananosecond 
  
Half of a large intestine: 
1 semicolon 
  
1,000,000 aches: 
1 megahurtz 
  
Basic unit of laryngitis: 
1  hoarsepower 
  

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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 Courtyard Highlights 
 

www.courtyard.org.uk 

Box Office: 01432 340555 

 

Jacqui Dankworth & Charlie Wood: Just You, Just Me 

Friday 29 January, 7.30pm 

British jazz diva Jacqui Dankworth and American vocalist/pianist 

Charlie Wood are a husband-and-wife duo celebrating some of the 

great musical partnerships of the 20th century, including Ray Charles 

& Betty Carter, Ella Fitzgerald & Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington & Billy 

Strayhorn, George & Ira Gershwin, Roberta Flack & Donna 

Hathaway and many more. 
 

Transports 

Fri 5 Feb, 7.30pm 

In the late seventies a spiky fifteen-year old finds herself shunted into 

her final foster home. Her widowed foster mother has a hint of a 

foreign accent, verbal diarrhoea and a trunk full of secrets. As youth 

plays cat and mouse with age, two parallel sets of revelations 

collide with devastating consequences. 

 

Fagin’s Last Hour 

Wed 17 & Thu 18 Feb, 7pm 

'Oliver Twist', Charles Dickens’ dark tale of crime and punishment, is 

stunningly re-imagined in this critically acclaimed stage adaptation. 

Told from the point of view of Fagin the Miser, one hour before his 

execution, this unique and powerful one-man show offers a fresh 

insight into literature’s most controversial villain. 

 

Fascinating Aida’s Dillie Keane 

Tue 23 Feb, 7.30pm 

Dillie Keane takes a short break from her Fascinating Aida gal pals to 

present brand new tunes, grand old favourites, gorgeous songs of 

love and hilarious songs of utter wickedness. 

 

Austen’s Women 

Wed 24 Feb, 7.30pm 

Thirteen of Jane Austen’s heroines come to life in this bold revisiting 

of some of literature’s most celebrated works.  

 

http://www.courtyard.org.uk/
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CONTACTS 
EDITORIAL 

 
CHRIS BIVAND  Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
   Email:   chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk  
 

ADVERTISING 

PATRICIA GILL 

  01544 – 388757       
 Email:  parishads@btinternet.com  

 
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER 

 
BARRY FREEMAN 
           01544 - 388226 
 

WEBSITE 
     
BEN WOODCOCK 

   01544 - 388976 
  www.eardisland.org.uk  
 

This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 

 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2015 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 

Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by Eardisland 
Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is posted online in pdf 

format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. PHIL MILCHARD as the member responsible 

for the Magazine. Phil may be contacted on  01544 388097. 
 

 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 4th MARCH 2016 
 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@bivand.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

