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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the last edition of your favourite magazine for 2016. Please note 
that the Village Diary, on page 3, gives all the magazine copy dates and Parish 
Council meeting dates for 2017, together with the known dates for the various 
clubs and societies. 
 My thanks to David Cope for arranging the distribution of the previous 
magazine, whilst Barry and Kathleen were away in France. 
 You will note that Hugh Lowe has been co-opted on to the Parish 
Council, but there is still one seat vacant – there are full details in the Parish 
Clerk’s report starting on page 5. 
 Our best wishes go to Pat Newcombe, who tried to copy ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ by disappearing down a rabbit hole, breaking her wrist in the 
process. Recover soon! 
 Patricia Gill is currently working on the very useful insert for the 
magazine ‘Who’s Who and Organisations’ – if you or your organisation features 
in this, you will be contacted by Patricia in the near future. If you believe that you 
(or organisation) should be included, please contact Patricia. Contact details are 
on page 44. 
 Finally, thanks to all those who are involved in the Eardisland Parish 
Magazine – without you all there would be no magazine. 
 Happy Christmas, 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2016/2017 
 

Friday 18th November ETA Wine and Cheese Evening, page 9 

Thursday 24th November Share a Care 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 31st December New Year’s Party Eve, page 11 

2017  

Thursday 5th January Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th January  Probable distribution date, Friday 20th January 

Friday 20th January Pamper Evening, page 14 

Thursday 26th January Share a Care, page 15 

Thursday 16th February Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 23rd February Share a Care, page 15 

Copy Date, Friday 3rd 
March 

Probable distribution date, Friday 17th March 

Thursday 16th March Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 1st April Eardisland Village Band and Friends Concert 

Thursday 27th April Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 28th April How Well Do You Know Your Village? Page 30 

Copy Date, Friday 5th May Probable distribution date, Friday 19th May 

Thursday 18th May Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

W/E 26 – 29th May ETA - French Visit to Eardisland 

Thursday 22nd June Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Copy Date, Friday 7th July Probable distribution date, Friday 21st July 

Thursday 20th July Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Copy Date, Friday 8th 
September 

Probable distribution date, Friday 22nd 
September 

Thursday 14th September Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 26th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Copy Date, Friday 3rd 
November 

Probable distribution date, Friday 17th 
November 

Thursday 23rd November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Please remember that the ‘probable distribution date’ is exactly that and there is 
no guarantee that magazines will be delivered on or before the estimated date. If 
you are planning a future event, it is strongly advised that you get the date in 
early.  
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YOUR CHRISTMAS 
MESSAGES 

 
 Annette, Jerry, Abbie and Tristan Blyth would like to 

wish all their friends and neighbours a joyous 
Christmas season. 

 Wishing all my friends and neighbours in Eardisland a 
very peaceful and happy Christmas and New Year. 
From Jo Watson, The Old Post Office. 

 Kathleen and Barry Freeman wish everyone a very 
happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New 
Year. 

 Rita and Richard Kirby send Greetings to all their 
friends in Eardisland this Christmas, wishing them a 
joyous festive season and a happy, healthy and a 
prosperous 2017. 

 Bert and Wendy Priday wish everyone a very happy 
Christmas and New Year. 

 Christmas greetings to our friends and neighbours and 
best wishes for the New Year, from John and Patsy 
Greene. 

 Ruth and Chris send seasonal greetings from Arrow 
Bank to all our friends in Eardisland and around.  

 Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year from 
Yvonne Thomas 

 Peter and Dorothy Brown send to everyone their best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

 

Donations to good causes include: Royal British Legion, St 
Michael’s Hospice, Cancer Research UK, Age Concern, 

NSPCC, National Autistic Society, UK Alzheimer’s Society, 
Cancer Research, MacMillan Cancer Support, Prostate 
Cancer UK, Water Aid, Action Medical Research and 

Martha House 
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Parish Council update: 

 Following the adoption (‘making’) by Herefordshire Council of the Eardisland 

Neighbourhood Development Plan, the Parish Council want to express its 

grateful thanks to all the parishioners who volunteered so much time and 

energy over the last two and a half years to achieve the successful completion 

of this project. Your work is much appreciated. 

 Would you like to sponsor a bench in the parish in memory of a loved one? 

Many of the benches within the parish are now in a poor state of repair and 

some have had to be removed. The parish council hope that parishioners will 

provide sponsorship for new benches for the use and enjoyment of the whole 

community. We would be happy to put a plaque on the bench so people can 

appreciate who is being remembered. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

eardislandclerk@gmail.com or 07789 322771 if you would like to help. 

 The Eardisland publicity flyer is due for a new print run and will be ready for 

distribution early in the new year. Small design changes will include more 

advertising to help reduce the cost to the parish council, so if you have a local 

business and wish to be included please contact Phil Milchard as soon as 

possible on pmilchard@btinternet.com or 388097. 

 The Parish Council has co-opted Hugh Lowe as a councillor at the meeting in 

September. However, the council still needs another councillor. If you are 

interested, please read the article on ‘How to be a Parish Councillor – and 

what the council does!’ on page 7. 

 Many volunteers within the community, as well as parish councillors, give 

their time and effort to undertake many jobs within the parish to help keep 

costs down. This is even more important in the future as Herefordshire 

Council’s budget cuts are leading to major reductions in funding to parishes. 

To maintain the environment of the parish in a good condition, more roles 

will have to be undertaken by volunteers within the community. Please 

consider if you are able to help, even if it is only a couple of hours a month 

litter picking for example, and contact the Parish Clerk if you can. Thank you. 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
mailto:pmilchard@btinternet.com
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 As in the previous years, the Parish Council is asking for comments on the 

draft budget and precept requirement for next year. Please see the page 

inserted with this magazine. 

 If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (e.g. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

as above. 

 Empty sandbags will be provided by Balfour Beatty and will be stored at the 

village hall. Please look for the notices. Residents will need to buy their own 

supply of sand from a builders’ merchant. 

 Planning: P162840/K, The Manor House, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Pollard 

Horse Chestnut tree – Supported and approved. P162410/K, Church Cottage, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BP – Fell spruce tree – Approved. P162504/K, Arrow 

Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BT – Works to various trees – Approved. 

P161724/F, Ruscote, Eardisland, HR6 9BE – New vehicular access – Approved 

with conditions. P161827/K, The Granary, Eardisland, HR6 9BU – Works to 

various trees – Approved. P162661/PA7, Grove House, Monkland, 

Leominster, HR6 9DF – Proposed steel portal framed building - side extension 

– Prior approval not required. P162741/F, Home Farm, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – 

Steel framed monopitch building to cover an existing sheep handling unit – 

Supported. 

The planned meetings for the rest of 2016 and early 2017 are as follows:  24 

November 2016; 5 January and 16 February 2017. 

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 

 07789 322771, Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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HOW TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR – AND WHAT THE COUNCIL DOES! 
 
Eardisland PC has 7 seats and currently there are only 6 Councillors, so the 
council needs to co-opt 1 person to join the council. Councillors represent 
parishioners’ interests and champion local causes. They are the decision makers 
for the community, actively encouraging involvement from parishioners.  
To be able to stand as a councillor:  
 

 you have to be a qualifying Commonwealth citizen (a UK citizen by birth or 
naturalisation or a Commonwealth citizen) or a citizen of Republic of Ireland 
or a relevant citizen of European Union  

 and aged at least 18 years old  

 and on the electoral register for the parish  

 or have for the preceding 12 months occupied as owner or tenant land/other 
premises in the parish or your principal/only place of work has been in the 
parish for the last 12 months or you have been resident in the parish for the 
last 12 months or for the whole of the preceding 12 months you have lived 
within 3 miles of the parish.  

 In other words, you have to be aged 18 or over, born in the UK or have  
become a citizen and on the electoral register living within the parish or very 
close by! If you think you fit the requirements and you would like to join the 
council, please contact the Parish Clerk. 
Parish councils do various things, depending on their size and facilities. Some 
of the things that Eardisland PC does are given below: 

 

 Hold at least 4 meetings a year, one of which is the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council – Eardisland PC holds 10 meetings a year, with extra meetings 
to consider planning applications if necessary. All meetings must be open to 
the public and press 

 Set a budget and raise money from residents through the precept (as part of 
your Council Tax) to do the work of the council 

 Employ someone as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to provide 
administration and to manage the accounts of the council 

 Provide security of the council’s property and money through an insurance 
policy 

 Own and maintain the village hall, war memorial, notice boards, flag pole, 
rubbish bins and bus shelter 

 Look after the parish roads and public rights of way, through maintenance to 
drains, ditches, traffic signs, verges etc., in conjunction with Herefordshire 
Council and its partner Balfour Beatty, through the Lengthsman Scheme 
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 Comment on planning applications on behalf of parishioners and write a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan so local planning policies are used when 
applications are decided 

 Promote the parish by supporting the parish magazine and the website 

 Consider what projects and developments are needed for the benefit of 
parishioners and the community  

 Make grants to parish bodies and organisations for the benefit of any part of 
the parish or its inhabitants – e.g. Hire of the hall for Local Links, insurance of 
The Dovecote and mowing of the churchyard for the Parochial Church Council 

 Comply with all relevant legislation – e.g. employment, health and safety, 
Freedom of Information etc. 

 
It’s local democracy in action – so don’t just complain about things, come and 
help make decisions. 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 

 
Jackie and Brian Markham from Kingsland 
very kindly hosted a soup and pudding 
lunch on 15th September which raised £430 
for the Hospice.  Many thanks to them and 
to those who supported it. 

Also in September, our committee 
were invited to the Hospice to have a look 
at the completed work recently 

undertaken.  This is extremely impressive and creates more accommodation for 
treatments and respite care, along with new rooms and bathrooms of the highest 
quality.  We were given afternoon tea and our retiring chairman, Bridget 
Easthaugh (pictured), was presented with a wonderful bouquet in recognition of 
all her work since founding the support group in 1990.  Eardisland joined the 
Kingsland Group about ten years later.  Photographs were taken which will 
probably be featured in a forthcoming publication from St Michaels. 

Our next event is our pre-Christmas coffee morning at the Luctonians on 
Tuesday 15th November, and will have come and gone by the time you read this, 
but we hope it will be an enjoyable and successful morning.  I hope to be able to 
tell you in the New Year how much the Friends Group has raised since its 
inception. 

Meanwhile, thanks once again to all who support us. 
 

Dorothy Brown 388389   
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
Our thanks go to those who attended the 
opening evening in the shop and signed up as 
new volunteers. It really does make a 
difference. 

Another new supplier has joined our 
shelves, Leon’s sauces. Leon, who is based in 
Presteigne, and has supplied us in the past, 

has updated his range.  They are gluten-free with no added sugar, artificial 
colours or preservatives and are suitable for vegetarians. Why not try them? 

Dare we mention it, but Christmas is just around the corner! With this in 
mind, we have a selection of cards and wrapping paper, mince pies, Christmas 
puds and other goodies on sale. We are also excitedly awaiting the arrival of our 
brand- new Christmas cards, printed especially for the shop! These are designed 
around this year’s winner of the Eardisland Village Show Photograph 
competition. Our thanks go to the village hall committee for helping to organise 
this. 

Don’t forget to join us in the shop on December 24th between 11am and 
2pm for mulled wine and mince pies! 
 
Christmas opening times are as follows: 
 
Christmas Eve    closed at 2.30pm 
Christmas Day     closed 
Christmas Sunday   closed 
Monday 26th Dec to Saturday 31st Dec 10am – 2pm 
January 1st    closed 
January 2nd     closed 
January 3rd    back to normal opening hours! 
 
We would like to invite all our volunteers for a pre-Christmas get together in the 
village hall on Thursday 15th December. Invites will be sent out near the time, but 
don’t forget to make a note in your diary. 

 
Once again, thank you to everyone who supports the shop, especially 

our volunteers. 
Eardisland Community Shop Committee 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
As Barry has said in his “Background Notes” on page 13, the committee is well 
underway with planning the next visit of our French friends during the weekend 
of 26th-29th May 2017. Fifteen people from La Vieille Lyre have already 
committed to coming over for the weekend and this is an excellent start to the 
celebratory 10th anniversary visit. 
 
The social events in Eardisland Village Hall in the lead-up to the French visit are 
also launched. Everyone in Eardisland and their friends and families, and people 
from neighbouring towns and villages, are most welcome to attend these events. 
 
The Coffee Morning held on 1st October was a great success and the Committee 
would like to express warm thanks to everyone who supported the event in so 
many ways. Despite the heavy rain, the turnout was fantastic and there was a 
great community “buzz” in the Village Hall. Guests from both the Manor House 
and visitors from Arrow Bank Caravan Park supported the event in appreciable 
numbers and the Committee was very grateful for their presence. A net profit of 
£184.00 was raised which is a great help towards the anniversary weekend next 
May. 
 
The other currently proposed events are confirmed as follows: 
 
Friday 18th November 2016 – French Wine and Cheese Evening in the Village 
Hall, please see page 9 for full details. 
Friday 20th January 2017 – a “Pamper Evening” designed to lift the post-
Christmas blues, including opportunities to sample a range of beauty and holistic 
therapies. Please see page 14 for initial details. 
Friday 28th April 2017 – How well do you know your village? - an illustrated 
presentation with the Eardisland History & Heritage Group, looking at their work 
over many years in uncovering the history of the ancient parish of Eardisland. Full 
details of this event will follow in the March 2017 Parish Magazine - but for the 
moment, please save the date.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at one or all of these events! And please do 
contact any member of the Committee (please see page 13) for telephone 
numbers) if you would like to find out more about the Twinning. 
 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION: Some Background Notes 
 
TWINNING AGREEMENTS between European towns began in 1947, two years 
after the ending of the Second World War.  The intention was to foster friendship 
and understanding between different cultures and between former foes as an act 
of peace and reconciliation. 
 
EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION originated in 2004, when local historian 
Paul Selfe wrote an article for Eardisland Parish Magazine detailing the 
remarkable historical background that connected Eardisland with a similarly 
small French village, La Vieille Lyre in Normandy. 
 
THE BASIS OF THIS RELATIONSHIP was that for some 250 years after the Norman 
Conquest, we in Eardisland paid taxes to our Norman overlords, initially William 
Fitz-Osbern, Earl of Hereford, who channelled them to La Vieille Lyre to endow 
and enrich the abbey there which he had founded in 1046. 
 
INITIAL TWINNING DISCUSSIONS in both Eardisland and La Vieille Lyre led to a 
preliminary signing in Normandy in 2006 and a final signing here in 2007.  In the 
past 10 years there has been a series of exchange visits, incorporating cultural, 
historical, sporting and other fun events and many long-standing and new 
friendships have developed. 
 
OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY will be commemorated by a visit from our French friends 
for the weekend of 26-29 May 2017. Planning is well under way for the 
weekend’s events.  Our Twinning Committee will now welcome enquiries from 
everyone interested in taking part in the weekend as we build on the foundations 
laid successfully on both sides of the Channel in the past 10 years. If you are 
interested in attending events over the weekend, in hosting some of our French 
guests or simply in finding out more about our Twinning, please contact any 
member of the ETA Committee: 
 
Chair:    Ruth Brinton-Bivand (388375) 
Deputy Chair:  Elaine Harper (388274) 
Treasurer:  Barry Freeman (388226) 
Secretary:  Chris Bivand (388375) 
Deputy Secretary: Steph Griffiths (07983 169887)  
 

Barry Freeman 
Treasurer, Eardisland Twinning Association 
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‘Share A Care’ 

             The Local Link 
Connecting the people of 

Eardisland 
 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat 
Thursday 

26th January & 
23th February 

from 
2.30pm 

in 
Eardisland Village Hall 

No get together in December! 

 
This is a not a club or organisation – 

there are no formal meetings. 
Everyone is invited! 

 
Together we can make a difference! 
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EARDISLAND W.I. ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 14TH 2016 
 
 SECRETARY'S REPORT 
 
 In December, for our meal, to The Corners we went. 
 It was a bit busy and noisy but we were content. 
 In January, because of the weather, in the morning we met. 
 Reminded that the defibrillator was ongoing so not to forget. 
 
 February the “Darjeling Dave” talk, cancelled it was. 
 The incessant downpour of rain was the cause! 
 In March, Anne Goodwin on Wordsworth kept us spellbound. 
 Talking of the River Wye and other areas around. 
 
 Doug's Railway Day again, went very chuffing. 
 Bacon sarnies all round kept the men puffing! 
 The Spring Coffee Morning was really a hit 
 Enough was raised for the defibrillator to be fit! 
 
 In April a very “Uplifting Experience” was had 
 With Carrie and Carol we were never sad. 
 With fittings and jitterings they did us entertain 
 And our old usable bras will be used again! 
 
 In May, Owen Mabbort our local smithy, gave us a talk. 
 An incite into smithying and much we were taught. 
 In the Three Counties Show we did a Group Display 
 But not many could get to Malvern on the day! 
 Lotty's Garden Day the refreshments went well 
 But the inclement weather was almost like hell! 
 
 At the June meeting to Lyonshall we could not go 
 So quilling by Mavis, she did us show.  
 Some eager members did have a go. 
 Who knows, the cards might be in the Village Show! 
 
 In July, Wendy & Berts Garden was the venue. 
 Sorry I missed it as it was a superb view! 
 Games of croquet and boules, members played. 
 Everyone enjoyed it and were not dismayed. 
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 September Jen Green's health unfortunately let her down, 
 So we chatted and drank tea and there was never a frown! 
 October Shirley Cooke also because of ill health could not come 
 So with Colin Bates reference Cadburys we pulled out a plum! 
 Samples of chocolate were handed out. 
 We all enjoyed it without a doubt! 
 
 So to November and our lovely Annual Meeting 
 I hope we can continue but enough of this bleating! 
 After this a Beetle Drive we will play. 
 Hopefully the program next year will go swell 
 W.I. should be fun, come what may! 
 Hopefully new faces welcome we will 
 It is your W.I. come uphold it still! 
 

 Mavis Tantrum Secretary   
 01544 387972 

 
EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 

 

We held the AGM for the Eardisland Village 

Show on the evening of 21st of October, after 

having some ‘thank you’ drinks with the 

stewards. The committee were re-elected as 

before, and we welcome Jo Edwards to the 

committee. We’re all very excited about next 

year’s show- keep your eyes peeled in the 

parish magazine for sneak previews of next 

year’s classes! 

 
NEWS 
 
The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully recovered. 
 
Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 
 
Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of defeat.  
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 2016 
  

In mid-October about 40 of us experienced a truly 
wonderful Harvest Festival and Supper in the church. 
First of all, I would like to thank Rev. Nick Read for 
coming to preach for us. As Associate Chaplain of the 
Hereford Diocese and Director of the Bulmer Foundation 
he was outstandingly qualified to do so. His talk on the 
origins of the harvest festival was really interesting and 
those of us who were there now know why the 

beginning of the tax year is April 6th!     
I would also like to thank Wendy Priday and her team for the beautiful 

autumn arrangements in the church. It is easy to say this glibly, but the amount 
of work which went into each gorgeous arrangement was really appreciated by 
everyone. Thank you to the band of unsung people who set out the church so 
that we could have a service and a supper afterwards. The hot main course of the 
supper was provided by Hannah and Mandy Vernon. No easy task when we have 
so little in the way of kitchen facilities - it was delicious. Thank you also to 
everyone who provided the scrumptious puddings. 

As far as I am concerned I think it was one of the best Harvest Festivals 
that we have had for a number of years. Many thanks to all who came and to all 
who provided food for the Leominster Food Bank and financial contributions for 
Farm Africa.  We hope you all enjoyed the evening. 

Beryl Hoda 
Dian Cope 

100 CLUB 
 
If you are a member of the 100 Club, it’s time to renew your subscription ready 
for the first draw of the year at the end of January. Volunteers will be visiting you 
soon to collect £15 (no increase!)  which will give you the chance of winning one 
of 4 cash prizes in one of the monthly draws. 

If you are not a member, why not join us and help towards keeping our 
church flourishing? New members are always welcome – or, if you wish, you 
could hold more than one number to increase your chances of winning! 

If you want to ‘get ahead’ of the collector, cheques should be made 
payable to ‘Eardisland PCC’ and can be handed to any PCC member or dropped 
through my letterbox.  If you would like to join the club, please do contact me. 

 
      Annette Blyth 

Arrow Cottage,   01544 388241 
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MORTIMER PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 

 The defibrillator in Eardisland has been added to the surgeries list 

 The waiting time to see a consultant remains long. Patients can ask the 
GP surgery secretary to check other waiting lists at other hospitals in the 
area to see if their lists are shorter. Of course, it may mean further to 
travel. 

 The PPG felt as the last patient survey had so few people completing it 
that in agreement with the Practice it was decided to postpone to 
sometime in 2017. 

 Keele University is looking for patients who would like to participate in 
medical student assessments. Expenses will be paid. If anyone is 
interested please contact Gene Clark Practice manager on 01568 
708214. 

 The missed appointment figures for September (DNA) were slightly 
lower than previous months. Total 174. Females 90 Males 84. It is hoped 
to trial a reminder system which will be funded for the first year by 
Hereford Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG).Further information on 
this system will be available soon. 

 
The Practice is always keen to hear from patients who have had a positive 
experience with the doctors/nurses/receptionists and other surgery staff. As well 
as comments for the surgery there is a monthly survey called Friends and Family 
test. Forms are in each surgery reception and Kingsland dispensary with boxes for 
completed slips. They are opened monthly and are usually empty. This survey is 
just asking if you would recommend the Practice to family and friends. There is 
also a link on the Practice website. 

 Diane Lee   01544 387685 
 
HELP! 
 
Hello all my Christmas Tree Helpers, I need some help on December the 17th at 
10.30 am  in Eardisland Church to decorate the Tree, you all do it so well that I 
want you to come back and do it again. Hot Chocolate, marshmallows and maybe 
a sweetie or two, bring along mum and dad to help with the high branches and 
their treat is a mince pie and mulled wine. 

Look forward to seeing you there, 
Love Dianxxxxx 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 
 

 

Sunday 6th November 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
 

Sunday 13th November 

10.45 am Remembrance Sunday 
Service followed by Holy 
Communion in the church  

Eardisland 
N.B. Meet at the War 
Memorial 

 
Sunday 20th November – Christ the King 

9.30 am Family Service Eardisland 
 
Sunday 27th November – Advent Sunday 
9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 4th December 
9.30 am Matins Eardisland 

 

Sunday  11thDecember  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
  

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 18th December 

6.30 pm Carol Service followed by 
mulled wine and mince pies 

Eardisland  
 

 
Saturday 24th December – Christmas Eve 
10 pm Christmas Eve Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 25th December – Christmas Day 

9.30 am Christmas Day Family 
Communion 

Eardisland 

 
Sunday 1st January 

10.30 am Parish Holy Communion Kingsland 
N.B. No service at 
Eardisland 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

What a glorious Autumn we have had! Right 
until the beginning of November we have 
enjoyed bright days and a time to be drawn 
outside even as the days were drawing in. It 
was with great enthusiasm that the Craft Fair 
was held in Eardisland, with a buzz of people 
and a chance to catch up with many. Thank 
you to Phil and the E-team, to the church and 
all those who helped make that Saturday a 
super event. And now the trees are dropping 
their leaves, in pools of colour and we head 
for those days of darkness and reflection, 
remembrance and seeking a way ahead for us, 
our families and our world. Wear your poppies 

with pride and enter into that difficult remembrance of lives lost for us and for 
our country and pledge to seek a better way. In that hymn that is often 
associated with Remembrance we sing – the love (of country) that asks no 
question, and yet we should ask the questions that are necessary to assure us all 
that what is asked of us and our armed forces is what is right and best, and not 
just to blindly follow, but a love that desires for all people peace and wellbeing. 
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Sunday November 20th marks a new service in Eardisland – a Family 
Service with an “Open the Book” story of David and Goliath. All are welcome and 
special invitation to all who are young or young at heart for a service to 
participate in!! 

For those of you who heard my husband’s harvest sermon you will know 
that it is no coincidence that Christmas, when we remember the birth of God’s 
Son into the world, happens as outside reaches the shortest days of the year, 
when the darkness is at its greatest. (Ask those who heard it about how April 6th 
became the start of the income tax year).  Jesus was found to be the Light of the 
World and so when everything is dark, the light is seen. Perhaps that is why the 
Midnight Mass services are so special, and we will be having an “early Midnight 
Mass” in Eardisland at 10pm on Christmas Eve so if you haven’t been to that 
service for a while, why not come and celebrate Christmas in that way this year. 
Life is often a mess, our world is a mess, but this was the world that Jesus was 
born in, lived in and died for. We call him perfect, not I think because of being 
perfect in the way we often think, but because he stood fast to what was right, 
even when faced with the most difficult circumstances, and he spoke up against 
those who took advantage of other people (and the religious people were often 
at the head of his list…. amongst others). I know I am not perfect, even though I 
would like to be, and that is why I am a Christian. I have thrown in my lot, with 
the one who I have seen to have conquered the world and given me the right to 
be a child of God, not perfect but forgiven.  
 
STAY SAFE 

Always remember that banks, the police or other trusted organisations will NEVER:  

 

 
1. Phone and ask you for your PIN or full banking password, even by tapping them 

into your phone keypad.  

 
2. Ask you to withdraw money to hand over to them for safekeeping.  

 
3. Ask you to transfer money to a new or other account for fraud reasons, even if they 

say it is in your name.  

 
4. Send someone to your home to collect cash, PIN, cards or cheque books if you are a 

victim of fraud.  

 
5. Ask you to purchase goods using your card and then hand them over for safekeeping.  
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EARDISLAND CRAFT FAIR 
 
< Cllr Angela Pendleton, Mayor of Leominster, is shown opening 
the event, in company with Richard Kirby. Photo: Chris Watson 
 

A big thank you to everyone who supported this 
inaugural event in the church on 22nd October, which 
drew almost 300 paying members of the public. 
Particular thanks go to the many volunteers who 

helped in such a variety of ways, from helping in the village hall kitchen, selling 
tickets, assisting with car parking, to helping with both setting up and clearing 
away. It was amazing to see both the church and village hall buzzing at peak 
times. Indeed, the Big Breakfast proved so popular that extra provisions had to 
be bought in. Feedback from a number of stallholders has been very positive and 
has encouraged us to host a second show next October, more of which you can 
learn early next year.  

One last big thank you goes to Wendy Cross, who worked tirelessly to 
produce an abundance of cakes, pastries, pies, jams and pickles, which were in 
constant demand and greatly contributed to the overall profit I.R.O. £1,200.  

 
Phil Milchard & Richard Kirby 

 
EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

We are almost coming to the end of our gardening year 
and it has been good to hear so many positive comments 
regarding our work.  

In recent weeks, we have had to (reluctantly) pull 
up the geraniums which have put on such a good show for 
many months. They have been replaced by wallflowers 
and some winter bedding for colour plus well over fifteen 

hundred bulbs, which should give a great show in April and May.  
Our thanks to Tony Phillips, an enthusiastic E Team member, for 

refurbishing the bench by the village shop. A number of new slats have replaced 
the old rotting ones, soft wood removed, filled and sanded, before several coats 
of varnish were applied. A nearly new bench for a little over £16, including the 
screws! 

Our final task of the year will to be to cover the Children’s Allotment and 
secure it for winter, then it’s a case of planning for 2017. 

 
Phil Milchard  Chris Watson  Wendy Cross 
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A NEW BOOK BY AN EARDISLAND AUTHOR:  
THE JUICY SMOOTHIE HEALTH BAR BY HELEN J. SIMPSON. FOULSHAM. £9.99 

      
Helen has written several books including 
The Burton Court Recipes: English Food from 
Herefordshire and her story of how the 
railways came to this rural area in the 
middle of the last century: The Day the 
Trains Came. Now she has returned to her 
interest in the need to provide and present 
good food. The sub title is “How to juice 
yourself to permanent good health and a 
longer life.” As with her previous books, the 
details are thoroughly researched resulting 
in a beautifully illustrated book of recipes 
which outlines the connection between diet 
and health, the unique power of raw 
vegetables and how these can be turned 
into delicious Smoothies to improve health.  
There is also a helpful introduction 

describing the equipment needed. Blenders can be bought quite cheaply from 
supermarkets, although a powerful 900watt Nutri Ninja Pro Blender is 
recommended (this will even break down frozen fruit and ice cubes). Naturally, 
Helen explains how to choose ingredients (which entails supporting the local 
economy by finding local fruit and vegetable farms). There are tips on preparing 
the ingredients and on consuming Smoothies.  
     Helen has focussed on three areas: Smoothies for improved health; Smoothies 
for weight loss and Smoothies for specific conditions. (For example, for heart 
conditions a Smoothie made of black currants, apples, mint and honey is 
recommended; for liver and kidneys: carrot, cucumber, apple and beetroot; for 
lungs: apple watercress, potato, carrot parsley and mineral water. There is even 
one for a hangover!). There are variations on these as weeks pass.  In each 
section Helen provides very clear recipes for each condition she describes. She 
explains the medical issues, lists the necessary ingredients and describes the type 
of juice it produces. (In some cases, such as the Melon Medley, one 
recommended for weight loss, the outcome is a Smoothie that is “sweet, delicate 
flavours with added kick, cool and refreshing.”) There are over 80 recipes 
provided each having a special significance for the associated condition 
described.  
     Several eminent medical experts have given their full support to the content 
of the book one of whom attended the launch in September. In a most 
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interesting and enthusiastic speech Professor Robert Nash, who is a global leader 
in the field of phytochemistry who has worked on anti-viral agents with the 
medical Research Council at Kings College London, outlined why he was so 
impressed by the book. He explained that Helen’s book is not only based on 
common sense but it is helping to get the message out especially to young 
people, that a healthy diet and life style can be achieved without needing high 
technology and high cost. Professor Nash explained that he had started his career 
searching for new medicines from tropical plants but duly discovered that most 
interesting new potential medicines could be obtained from common British 
species, such as potatoes (some are healthier than others), cucumbers and 
honey. He noted that unfortunately, many plants that were once used by families 
have been lost from our diet due to commercial production and busy lives 
making people reluctant to spend time collecting them. He recommended home 
grown vegetable where possible which were grown organically. He was 
dismissive of food fads, whereby people eat too much of one material or 
compound; (for example, he said that anti-oxidants have not been scientifically 
proven as good when eaten and evidence is suggesting too much is not.) He said, 
too, that he would recommend trying different varieties of fruits and vegetables 
since some are more effective in dealing with some conditions than others. His 
conclusion was that we should go back to less processed and healthier foods and 
said that Helen’s book certainly encourages that.  
     The launch was also attended by a representative from a charity which Helen 
supports, being the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital. This is the only charitable 
provider of expert eye care in the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem, treating 
patients regardless of ethnicity, religion or ability to pay. Helen, who has been 
associated as a Serving Sister of the Order of the St. John Ambulance movement 
in Herefordshire for nearly 50 years, very generously, donated the funds raised 
on the evening from the sales of her book to this charity, which produced a 
considerable sum. 
     The book has been carefully and colourfully presented by the publishers 
(Foulsham & Co Ltd). The recipes are easy to make with clear instructions and the 
outcomes always delicious. For those who do not eat enough vegetables, this is 
the way to overcome that dietary problem. The reader is encouraged to try 
different ones, as dipping into the recipes attracts attention and then to rate the 
outcome with one to five stars. My favourite so far is Hawaiian Sunrise: which 
entails juicing some grapefruit, pineapple, an apple, with a little lime juice, 
coconut water, runny honey and one ice cube. This was first enjoyed by me on 
one of the last of the warm summer days in late September. This is a lovely book. 
Five stars. 

Lorna Selfe 
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FROM HUGH VERNON . . . 
 
Readers might take a moment to read a piece from, probably, the ‘Hereford 
Times’, one hundred Novembers ago.  You perhaps get an insight into how a local 
lad thought and felt about the circumstances he found himself in, no doubt 
unimaginable just a year or so before.  And perhaps to us now? 
 

A HEREFORDSHIRE MAN IN EGYPT 
 

Some Impressions 
 
The Desert!  The howling waste of wilderness! The endless seas of unbaked 
scorching sands of Egypt. That is the first impression one gets when he first 
crosses the Suez Canal.  And that was the one that gained by the Herefords as 
they left the Peninsular, covered with glory, and commenced to do with a bit to 
mop up the Turks and Bedouins who invaded Egypt. The country was all sterile, a 
lifeless blank on the map. Save for the millions of detestable flies, one saw no 
living things.  Nothing but a land of death, of petrified forest and fossilised shells.  
 Someone says ‘tis a land with a history.  True, but it is ages ago since the 
children of Israel wandered in the wilderness.  Centuries have rolled by since 
Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt with infant Nazarene.  
 We camp on the sweltering sands and when night comes, the long 
looked for respite from the pitiless sun, we gaze up at the stars that have 
twinkled through the ages.  As we look we can see one star that traverses the 
heavens at a phenomenal rate. We are told that that is the Sacred Star of 
Bethlehem. It is a remarkable experience for us Hereford boys to wander along 
these historic sands trod by Jew and Chaldean, Greek and Syrian, Turk and Arab 
and by men from Mesopotamia.  It is one which, if by the grace of God we are 
spared, will live forever in our memories as we gladly settle down to civil life in 
good old Blighty. As we trek from one post to another (for here we are forever on 
the move) now and again we strike an oasis and revel in the generous shade of 
the date palms.  Here one stays and wonders how it was that he never really 
appreciated the gloriousness of nature in old England in those never to be 
forgotten but now seemingly far distant days of peace.  “What a contrast!” he 
murmurs to himself as he recalls the emerald green fields splashed with the 
dazzling yellow of the buttercups and tells himself he would almost give his soul 
to wander at will along those paths again.  How restful and soothing to the eye 
the sight of those green meadows would be after gazing day after day at the 
unbroken stretch of sand.  The order comes around, “kit on” and immediately he 
dismisses such thoughts and accepting the present circumstances as inevitable 
with a contented smile the march is resumed.  “The war can't last forever” 
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someone says, “it’s bound to end some day”: until then we're going to make the 
best of it.  That's the spirit that is going to win the war. 

The Peninsular referred to is Sinai, where the 1st Herefords had joined 
the British Army’s advance in the second part of the month. The Battalion would 
have included camels with native drivers; (today we’d call them ‘local nationals’).  
Our lad might have been back in ‘H’ soon after the article appeared, as a five-
weeks’ home leave scheme was in operation.  There’s far more information like 
this available upstairs in the Dovecote; within the WW1 exhibition, updated 
monthly.  

The piece could be thought somewhat whimsical, and so in keeping, the 
following advice from the UK government relating to Sinai this November is: 
 
“The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) advise against all travel to the 
Governorate of North Sinai due to the significant increase in criminal activity and 
continued terrorist attacks on police and security forces that have resulted in 
deaths. 
 The FCO advise against all but essential travel to the Governorate of 
South Sinai with the exception of the area within the Sharm el Sheikh perimeter 
barrier, which includes the airport and the areas of Sharm el Maya, Hadaba, 
Naama Bay, Sharks Bay and Nabq; however, we advise against all but essential 
travel by air to or from Sharm el Sheikh.” 
 
It’s still quite nice in Herefordshire though! 
 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

 
1790       A meeting of the Parish Vestry was held ...this 15th Day of November 
 1790 
       The Parish Vestry was a body of parishioners who carried out the functions 
which today are undertaken either by the Parish Council or by the Parochial 
Church Council, with responsibility also for the Poor, Roads and Bridges, amongst 
other less important matters. In effect, all matters concerning the well-being of 
parishioners. In earlier years, they met in the church vestry, hence the name 
which became attached to their meetings and function. 
        Where exactly in the church they actually met would have depended on the 
architecture of the building at any particular date. By 1790 here in Eardisland 
they were meeting in one or other of the Public Houses in the village. Both the 
Bull Inn and the Cross Inn are recorded in that connection around that date. 
       Earlier in 1790 meetings had been held on 21st January and 16th August. In 
the source document for this, HAS AJ32/59, there is a lot of detail of payments 
made to the Poor and of the placing of Apprentices to households deemed 
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suitable to accept them. Otherwise the record consists of detail which present-
day members of the Parish Council or the Parochial Church Council would find 
very familiar.  
       One of the signatories to the November 1790 meeting was William Fencott. 
There is considerable detail available about the activities of this family over the 
centuries. 
       The family name may perhaps have originated from people who lived at what 
is today Fencote Abbey Farm. 
       At the time of Domesday Book (1086) Fencote was a sub-manor of 
Leominster. It lies about six miles east of Leominster, just south-east of Hatfield. I 
have various mentions of the family in this general area, for example, in 
1291/1292 in the manor of Stok, perhaps modern Stoke Prior. Then in 1524 and 
1525 there is a reference to Thomas Fencot paying tax, probably in Leominster. 
In 1544 members of the family were paying tax on the goods they owned at 
Aymestrey and also at Burrington. 
 
1665       Is the date of my first reference to the Fencott family in Eardisland itself, 
when a Roger Fencott was assessed liable to pay Hearth Tax for one hearth in 
Eardisland. I have not been able to establish exactly where in the parish Roger 
lived in 1665, but by 1703 “The Broom” was owned by Richard Fencott. This is 
evidenced by an entry in the Parish Book (HAS AJ32/58) which records that, 
dated that year, Mr John Hyet served as Overseer and Churchwarden for ye 
Estate of Richd. Fencot of the Broom.   After 1703 references to the Fencott 
family proliferate. 
       John Hyet may well have been of the same family which first appears in my 
records of this parish some 71 years earlier; in 1632. 
1632       An Indenture of 10th January 1632 between William Kynnersley of 
Wardensy, Herefordshire, gent and Henry “Hiett” of Bodwardyne, 
Worcestershire (and others) evidenced the purchase by Hiett of land in the 
township of Broome and Twyford inEardisland. [HAS D4/22]. 
                  After 1632 there is record of the Hyett family holding a variety of lands 
here for at least the following 90 years. After 1632 the references I have to them 
have them only at ‘Twiford and Broome’. Then in 1641 members of the family, 
very probably relatives of Henry (although I have not researched the point) 
together with two persons from other families, made a major purchase in this 
parish. 
 
1641       Ist October 17. Car 1. John Cotes Esqr in consideration of £4300 conveys 
the Manor of Burton & the capital messuage called Burton Court etc to Henry 
Hyet gent Henry Muntrich Gent Samuel Dobyn Gent & Jeremiah Hyet Gent their 
heirs and aps. [HAS BC79/17/7, f.66]. 
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£4300 in 1641 was the equivalent of about £511000 of today’s money. 
                 But Henry Hyet and the others were not to have unfettered enjoyment 
of their purchase for very long. The first major battle of the English Civil War was 
less than thirteen months in the future. (Edgehill, 23rd October 1642). Whilst they 
probably had a good knowledge of then current affairs, they may well not have 
realised how it might affect them, nor, in particular, the timescale to which 
events were to unfold. 
 
1683 
       This drawing of Burton Court is by Thomas Dingley, circa 1683: 
 
 

 
............................................................ 

“That’s all Folks”. 
 

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 
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EARDISLAND HISTORY & HERITAGE GROUP: A FORTHCOMING TALK 
 

 
     The work of the group has involved the use of various types of research over 
the years. These include oral history methods, talking to and recording the voices 
of key witnesses about the social changes which occurred in their time growing 
up in the parish (some of the interviewees were born between 1892-1920). 
Archaeological investigations have uncovered items from Bronze Age, Iron Age, 
Roman and Norman periods. Documentary research has revealed a great deal of 
fascinating detail about the parish which might otherwise have remained in dusty 
archives or overlooked in old newspapers. These include use of census data, 
Parish Registers, Court Rolls, log books and church monument records, as well as 
details from many old maps which have provided fruitful fields of information 
and sources of further investigation. 
     Among the memorable discoveries arising from the interview method was 
that of being told in 1993 by John Gittoes that he had a rare dilapidated AA Box 
in his garden left there since the 1950s by his father, who had been an AA man 
who had got wind of the intended destruction of all such boxes. We are delighted 
that it was duly beautifully renovated and placed on display for the admiration of 
tourists, outside the Cross Inn.   
     Another revelation at an early meeting of the Oral History Group was that 
there was, before the war, a field known as the Cricket Meadow, where the 
village cricket team played and where there was also a tennis club, bowling green 
and football pitch, provided by the Clowes family of Burton Court (1863-1950). 
This discovery was celebrated by playing a cricket match there in 1996, to 
celebrate 130 years since the first recorded match in 1866. For a few years after, 
a new cricket club emerged, but which played on another nearby ground in 
Burton Lane. Fortunately, some of the interviewees were recorded for posterity 
on audio tape and in a film “Portrait of a Parish”. 
     There have been some memorable archaeological finds made by the group 
which was formed in 2000. These include a rare Norman Gaming Counter, and 
more than 1500 pieces of Norman pottery from a dig at Burton Court. In 2002 an 

It is 23 years since a history group was formed in the village and a great deal 
of information about the parish has been uncovered in the intervening 
period. The group, though now small, has been asked by the Twinning 
Association to give a Presentation in the Village Hall in April to outline the 
kind of work and discoveries which have been made. This will be an 
illustrated talk with exhibition and display of photographs and artefacts in 
which we will describe some of what has been achieved during that time.  
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equally rare Bronze Age dirk was found in a nearby field; in 2005 several hundred 
sherds of Roman pottery and in 2013 a quantity of Iron Age pottery was 
recovered in our excavations. All the finds were examined by experts, recorded 
and made ready for the Archivists in Hereford. The Reports of the various digs 
(supervised by Hereford Archaeologists) are available for inspection. 
     We have always focussed all documentary research on the parish and George 
Alderson has become a dedicated and meticulous source of information from the 
documents and maps which he has located and from his researches in the 
Herefordshire Archive & Records Centre (HARC). The historical connection with 
Lyre in Normandy has been one such field which will be outlined in our talk next 
April.  
     Among the interesting items of social history that can be uncovered from 
sources such as old local newspapers from Leominster and Hereford, are ones 
such as these.  
      April 1855: Thomas Caldicot a miller of Eardisland was helping the Connop 
brothers in their corn and seed mill on the river Arrow.. they went inside the 
machinery when someone started it up. Thomas died three hours later. 
     May 1855 at an inquest on an elderly man, John Pember of Eardisland, it was 
said that he fell down and died. Verdict: Visitation of God. 
     October 1855 at Hereford Quarter Sessions: Caroline Bysonn 32 a widow 
accused of stealing a shirt from the house of Mrs Jane Davies of Eardisland was 
convicted and transported for 12 years. She said she was innocent. 
      September 1894: Hereford Times. Fire broke out in the hay stacks at Court 
House farm Eardisland owned by Mr Frederick Hope. The Leominster fire brigade 
were rather slow in coming and had to work until night fall the next day before 
the fire was out. After that James Williams aged 6 said he had started it, but a 
Bissen boy had given him the matches. Five days later James Preece also 15 years 
appeared at Weobley Police Court charged with aiding and abetting James 
Williams to set fire to hay, clover and oat stacks. Committed to the next Assizes. 
     April 1939: Leominster News Phyllis Underhill a former pupil of Eardisland 
School was presented by the education committee with a medal for five years 
perfect attendance. The presentation was made by Mrs Clowes MBE. (As a 
matter of interest, in 1912 Florrie Jenkins, who went on to live to a 100, was 
awarded a silver medal for her 5 year unbroken attendance 1907-1912.) 
     July 1915: The Leominster News has an advertisement for Eardisland Hand 
Laundry: It states: “Each family’s work washed separately, dried in the open air: 
Flannels a speciality. Distance no object. Inspection invited Apply K. Seabourne 
(proprietor)”. 
     Reference to this led to a communication with Peggy Olausen who was born 
and brought up in the village before the war, until she went to live in New 
Zealand. In a letter she said that she recalled in her childhood her mother 
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speaking of “the old laundry” in the village, close to the river. She recalls that it   
was based in a building behind what was one of the village shops (Bridge Stores, 
as seen on an old postcard). It later became incorporated into another property 
close by. There was another laundry in the parish, in Lower Burton. Known as 
Laundry Cottage but this is thought to have had a direct association with Burton 
Court and used specifically for the Clowes family who lived there. 
     Burton Court has been important in the work of the History Group. This is 
where the first archaeological dig took place, revealing a strong Norman 
connection; it is the place where thanks to the hospitality of the Simpson family -  
we are able to store our archive and hold our meetings in a small room, once the 
gardener’s bedroom, at the top of the house.  Its history, of course, remains a 
great source of interest and research.    
    These are some of the topics that we will discuss in our Presentation next April 
with illustrations and exhibits.                  

Paul Selfe 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 

The weather in September remained warm 
with temperatures ranging from 14 to 27 
degrees, with a total of 80 mm (3.15 inches) 
of rain recorded. 16 mm (0.630 inches) fell 
overnight on the 24th and a thunderstorm on 
the 14th brought 11mm (0.433 inches) of rain. 
Barometer readings ranged from 29.3 to 29.7. 
The river remaining low at 6 to 7 inches. 

The weather in October has showed 
a change towards autumn with signs of early 
frost and fog with daytime temperatures 
ranging from 12 to 17 degrees. 

A total of 28mm (1.1 inches) of 
rain was recorded with barometer readings 
ranging from 29.0 to 30.0 and the river 

remaining low at 4 to 6 inches. The equivalent rainfall for September 2015 was 
39mm (1.53 inches) and October 31 mm (1.22 inches). 

The kingfishers are still zooming past. The swans and not so young 
cygnets, paid us a visit. Cormorants are spotted occasionally as well as the 
herons. 

 
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House (formerly Black Barn) 
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WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 
 
There are some wonderful shows coming up for 2017 and I have booked the 
following: 

Wishing to go to something uplifting in February, I have now reserved 
seats for Dreamboats and Petticoats at the New Theatre in Cardiff for Saturday 
18 February leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 10.00 am for the 2.30pm 
performance. This theatre is near the shops, so will give you the opportunity to 
go shopping or to find something to eat. The cost is £40 to be paid before 5 
December please. Seats are in the circle rows C, D, E and F. 

On 9th March we shall be going to Birmingham again to see Billy Elliot. If 
you would like to be on the cancellation list please let me know. This is leaving 
Weobley at 9.30 for the 2.00pm performance. 

Then on Wed 10 May we shall be going to see Funny Girl at the 
Birmingham Hippodrome, leaving Bell Square at 9.30am for the 2.00 pm 
performance. You may well have heard all the rave reviews about this show with 
Sheridan Smith – I doubt she will be in this touring show, but her understudies 
have been amazing too, so hopefully this will be a show to remember. The tickets 
are all in the circle front rows and will cost £57 to be paid before 12 December 
and within 2 weeks of reserving please. Book early as I think these tickets will go 
very quickly. 
For further information: Kate Best 01544 318513  bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 
 
CARELINE - HELP AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON 
 
Careline can give you or your loved ones the reassurance and peace of mind that 
if you require help, it is not far away! 

Careline is a 24-hour personal emergency response service, based in 
Hereford, which is connected to your home through an alarm unit linked to your 
telephone line. In times of need, help is just the push of a button away! 

Our alarms are connected to our friendly operators who are on hand to 
answer your calls instantly and get you the help you need. The service helps 
people to continue to live independently in their own homes. We have lots of 
products to choose from including pendants, watches and sensors. 

The Careline service can cost you as little as 58p per day. In addition, we 
can also offer you our Mobile Responder Service, a personal onsite visit when 
you activate your Careline alarm - for an additional 36p per day. 

For more information please speak to our Careline team on 01432 
384100. 

Herefordshire Careline is run by the Independence Trust, part of the 
Herefordshire Housing Group. 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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THE VILLAGE QUIRE 
 
The Village Quire and actor, Phil Smith, have a little flurry of autumn and winter 
concerts coming up!  Details are below, and we hope to see you very soon. 
 
The Village Quire: ‘... a blend of mustard strong songs and tale-telling to fill the 
heart.  Loved it, thank you!’  Adrian Mealing. 
 
Sunday 20th November – 3.30 pm at The Assembly Rooms, Presteigne, LD8 
2AD.  The Quire and Phil perform Back to the Garden, a show based on and 
inspired by the real-life exchange of letters from the WW1 trenches between 
local gardener William Bevan and his employer back home at Kinsham Court, Sir 
John Stanhope Arkwright.  Tickets £10 / £3 (students) from 01544 260202 
(Winnie’s Newsagents) or on the door from 01544 267418.  Promoted by Poetry 
in Presteigne. 

Christmas is a’coming and this year we shall be bringing you songs and 
stories of wonders and wassailing, of miracles and mirth; rousing West Gallery 
anthems and intimate festive miniatures to melt your heart – an older Christmas, 
more stark, more true; glimpsed in the glimmering light of candle flames. 
 
Saturday 3rd December, 7.30 pm.  ‘We Know by the Stars’ songs & stories for 
Christmastide.  Our annual Candlelit Christmas Concert performed in the 
gorgeous acoustics of All Saints’ Church, Cwmbach, Glasbury on Wye, Powys HR3 
5LR.  Tickets £7.50 / £5 (u.18s) to include glass of hot spicy mulled wine and a 
mince pie from 01497 847676 / www.villagequire.org.ukk   
 
Sunday 11th December, 4 pm.  ‘We Know by the Stars’ songs & stories for 
Christmastide.  The Globe, Newport Street, Hay on Wye, Herefordshire.  Tickets 
from 01497 821762.  www.globeathay.orgg   
 
Saturday 17th December ‘We Know by the Stars’ songs & stories for 
Christmastide.  St Mary’s Church, Pembridge, Herefordshire HR6 9EA.  Full details 
TBA very soon. 
 
For tickets and further information please do contact the promoter/s as detailed 
above.  Thank you. 
 

For details about the Quire and the shows please visit our website 
www.villagequire.org.uk and also check us out on facebook. 

  

http://www.villagequire.org.ukk/
http://www.globeathay.orgg/
http://www.villagequire.org.uk/
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© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2016 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
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