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EDITORIAL 
 
It was with deep sadness that I heard the news of Edward Thomas’ death. I know 
that his family is deeply grateful to the staff of St. Michael’s Hospice who did such 
wonderful work towards the end of Edward’s life. His obituary is on page 4. Our 
condolences go to Edward’s widow, Yvonne, his family and friends. 
 Having failed to ask for Christmas messages last year (apology was 
made), there is a chance this year. The scheme is simple: you write a brief 
Christmas message and make a donation to a charity of your choice in lieu of 
sending cards to others in Eardisland – in the light of Edward’s death, St. 
Michael’s Hospice would be a good idea. Please let me have your message in 
writing, and the charity to which you have donated (NOT the amount). 
 I mentioned ‘modal verbs’ in my last editorial, you can find out what 
they actually are on page 25, I’m sure you will be fascinated. 
 There have been a number of village events over the summer: Open 
Gardens, Village Show, Duck Races and more. All were successful and a credit to 
the many people who gave of their time to ensure the various events went well, 
which they did.  
 The results of the parish referendum on the Eardisland Neighbourhood 
Development Plan are detailed by the Parish Clerk on page 6 – the plan is 
adopted. The turnout was 43.19%. 
 The dates for the 2017 Eardisland Parish Magazine will be in the 
November edition after scrutiny by the Parish Council. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE DIARY 2016/2017 
 

Thursday 29th September Share a Care 

Saturday 1st October Coffee Morning, page 13 

Wednesday 5th October Community Shop Tour, page 14 

Thursday 6th October Coffee Morning, page 22 

Friday 14th October Harvest Festival Service, page 21 

Saturday 15th October Hereford Coeliac Group, page 31 

Sunday 16th October Bowling Club Annual Lunch, page 36 

Friday 21st October Village Show AGM, page 17 

Saturday 22nd October Craft and Produce Fair, Church/VH, p.24 

Thursday 27th October Share a Care, page 18 

Thursday 27th October Bowling Club AGM, page 36 

Thursday 27th October Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 29th October St Michael’s Hospice Clothes Swap, p.40 

Saturday 29th October 4 Square Band, page 11 

Sunday 30th October Weobley Food Fair, page 37 

Friday 4th November 
COPY DATE 

Friday 18th November - projected 
distribution 

Sunday 6th November Shangri-La, page 39 

Monday 14th November W.I. AGM, page 19 

Tuesday 15th November Hospice Friends Coffee Morning, p.10 

Saturday 19th November Preloved Fashion Show, page 16 

Thursday 24th November Share a Care, page 18 

Thursday 24th November Parish Council, VH, 7.30pm 

Saturday 31st December New Year’s Party, page 16 

 
2017 
 

Friday 20th January Pamper Evening, page 12 

Saturday 1st April Eardisland Village Band, page 25 

Friday 28th April How Well Do You Know Your Village? p.12 

W/E 26 – 29th May ETA - French Visit to Eardisland 

 
Please note that the dates for 2017 edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine will 
be published in the November edition. 
 When giving dates in articles, please give the day of the week, together 
with the numerical date and month (and year if different from current one). 
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OBITUARY: EDWARD CHARLES THOMAS 
 
6th November 1944 – 20th July 2016 
 

Edward died, after multiple, long illnesses, in St. 
Michael’s Hospice, Bartistree. However, to his 
family’s great pleasure, he was able to spend a 
short time at his beloved farm, Rhydimoor, 
shortly before his death. 
 Edward was born in the farmhouse at 
Rhydimoor in the winter of 1944 and, with the 
exception of a brief spell in Australia, spent his 
whole life there. Edward grew up in a large family 
with brother David, sisters Rose and Pauline and 
half-sisters Maureen, Thelma and Anne. From a 
large family himself, Edward went on to have 

eight children: Alan and Tina with his first wife, Vera; William and Amy with his 
second wife, Maggie; George, Katherine, Andrew and Lawson with his third wife, 
Yvonne and had five grandchildren. 
 Edward declared that he had two goals in life – to be a farmer and see 
the world. The former started rather earlier than expected after his father 
suffered a stroke at an early age, and Edward took over the farm in the 60s – a 
very different and considerably harder time to be a farmer then than now, he 
used shire horses, Kit and Derby rather than a tractor, for example. 
 The travel part of Edward’s aspirations happened in his mid-20s with an 
adventure-packed trip to Australia, where local farmers assumed that a young 
Herefordshire lad would know everything about Herefordshire cattle, an 
assumption that Edward did nothing to contest! He had many adventures on 
those vast stations, navigating helicopters over Western Australia searching for 
mineral deposits and setting up camp in places so remote that not even the 
farmers had set foot there. Towards the end of his stay he lived in Sydney, 
opposite the opera house, at a time that his visa had expired for so long that he 
actually qualified for citizenship! 
 Eventually, Edward decided to return to his life at Rhydimoor, but never 
one to be conventional, he decided to return, with his second wife, by bus 
through India and many other countries. On his return to the UK in the 70s he 
converted Rhydimoor to dairy and had built up a herd of 120 pedigree Fresians 
by 1984, milking three times a day. Unfortunately, and despite Edward’s best 
efforts at appeal, the introduction of quotas left Edward with a quota for just 30 
cattle. The herd was sold and the farm was converted to arable use and 
subsequently poultry. 
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 The last incarnation was to be the start of an enormous enterprise, all of 
which started with some plans drawn up on the back of an envelope by Edward, 
his brother David and wife, Yvonne. Cattle sheds were converted to poultry 
housing and the business got underway, expanding with the purchase of Bill and 
Mary Blatchford’s farm. This was just the start and the business eventually 
became one of the largest independent poultry businesses in the country with 
farms across Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Shropshire, Gloucestershire, 
Warwickshire and as far south as Somerset. 
 Edward, never a man to sit still for long, was heavily involved in the NFU 
as branch chairman, twice as county chairman and regional poultry delegate. He 
also found time to obtain an HGV licence, which enabled Rhydimoor Farms to 
expand into haulage, delivering grain and feed to the group’s farms and other 
local businesses - the bright yellow cabs became a familiar sight. 
 The farm and Eardisland were the centre of Edward’s life. St Mary’s 
church saw his Christening, his first marriage, the Christenings of all his children, 
his (unique) singing in the village choir and his funeral. Edward was always an 
active member of the community and loved to play cricket for the village; he 
allowed the use of one of his fields for the use of the Eardisland Cricket Club. He 
attended the village school (now Village Hall), and it is claimed he started the 
trend for yellow socks, after his passion for the colour. Latterly, Edward was a 
Parish Councillor. In addition to all of this, Edward was very keen on shooting and 
hunting, and was an excellent shot. 
 With Edward’s life and times at Rhydimoor and Eardisland, it was his 
wish to be buried on the farm, and so it proved to be. After a service in the parish 
church, a long procession of mourners wound its way up through the fields 
across the farm to the burial site, under a tree, overlooking the farmhouse and 
the room in which he was born. 
 
A friend from Australian times wrote: 
 
“Edward was a good friend and mentor to me. The time I spent living, working, 
and playing with Edward at Rhydimoor was a very enjoyable, important, 
meaningful and significant part of my life. The path I have followed in life since 
then was strongly influenced by Edward and the time spent at Rhydimoor. 
 Edward, as all who have met him know, was a strong man in all areas, 
who also had the ability to lead, direct and teach with gentleness and 
consideration. 
 Thank you Edward”    Peter Forbes 
 
 
Many thanks to Yvonne and family for the information in this obituary. Ed.  
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EARDISLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 
1. The referendum of all those on the electoral register in Eardisland parish on 

whether Herefordshire Council should use the Eardisland Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) to decide planning applications in the parish is as 
follows: 
Votes cast in favour of a Yes = 145 (86.31% of votes cast) 
Votes cast in favour of a No = 23 (13.69% of votes cast) 
The total number of ballot papers was 168 = Overall turnout of 43.19% 
Of those who requested a postal vote, turnout = 62.9% 
The final stage in the NDP process is when it is ‘made’ / adopted by 
Herefordshire Council. This should happen by the beginning of October. Once 
it is made, the NDP will be used to decide planning applications within the 
parish. 

2. Work has been carried out by councillors and members of the community to 

provide a short term dedicated crossing place on the roadway in the village 

hall carpark. Applications are being made for grants to resurface the whole 

roadway, improve the hall access and replace the gas heaters with more 

electric heaters. However, this work is unlikely to happen before next year. 

The PC is grateful for the patience of the community and hall users while 

improvements are awaited and request that all care is taken when using the 

roadway and car park. 

3. A group of parishioners attended the recent training session provided by 

West Midlands Ambulance Service on using the community defibrillator. It is 

sited in the old BT box by the bus stop opposite The Swan pub. Ring 999 on 

the emergency phone when you are at the box and the ambulance service 

will give you the code to open the storage cabinet to take the defibrillator 

unit to the casualty.  

4. The new website has been well received. Please contact the Clerk on 

eardislandclerk@gmail.com if you have any problems. If you’d like to be 

alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (eg. PC 

agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If you want to get 

your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk as above. 

5. Empty sandbags have been provided by Balfour Beatty and will be stored at 

the village hall. Please look for the notices. Residents will need to buy their 

own supply of sand from a builder’s merchant. 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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6. There are continuing problems with dog mess. Please ensure you clear up 

after your dog and put the bag in your own rubbish bin or a public litter bin. 

Thank you. 

7. Herefordshire Council has agreed to provide funding for some further work to 

be done by the consultants from the Flood Alleviation study. The work will 

provide reference measurements at various points within the village in the 

flood zone. Owners of houses at risk of flooding will then be given the 

Threshold Level measurement for their property and information on how this 

measurement relates to the area round them. This should provide a real 

indication of risk to discuss with insurers. 

8. The government scheme FloodRe is now in place. Please keep the leaflet with 

this magazine as it may help you when you need insurance 

9. Planning: P152779/F, Land adjoining Orchard Farm, Eardisland – Proposed 

construction of 5 no dwellings with garages. Formation of new access and 

private drive and close existing. Demolition of outbuilding, steel framed barn, 

wind tunnel and greenhouse – Amended plans and documents – The 

application was refused by the planning committee on the grounds it was 

unsustainable under the National Planning Policy Framework as it did not 

comply with the emerging NDP and Herefordshire’s Core Strategy 

10. The planned meetings for the rest of 2016 are as follows: 27 October and 24 

November. 

Issues regarding the 2017-18 budget and precept for the Parish Council 
 
Over the next few weeks the Parish Council will be considering how much 
funding is required to undertake the work and responsibilities of the PC for the 
coming financial year. 
There are a number of things that have to be funded including: 
a. 10 PC meetings a year and extra meetings as needed to deal with planning 

applications or other issues. All meetings must be open to the public and 
press 

b. The Clerk’s salary and expenses to provide administration and manage the 
accounts of the council 

c. Insurance of the council’s property  
d. Maintenance of the village hall, recreation ground, flag pole, rubbish bins, bus 

shelter, the Dovecote and war memorial 
e. Promotion of the parish by supporting the parish magazine and website 
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f. Making grants to parish bodies and organisations for the benefit of any part 
of the parish or its inhabitants – eg. insurance for the Dovecote, hall hire for 
Share-a-Care group 

g. Ensuring the Clerk and Councillors are trained and supported to undertake 
their roles 

h. Preservation of the fabric of the parish roads and public rights of way, 
through maintenance to drains, ditches, traffic signs, verges etc, as delegated 
by and in conjunction with Herefordshire Council and its partner Balfour 
Beatty. 

 
This last item has previously been undertaken with funding from the Lengthsman 
Scheme (a grant coming from Herefordshire Council via Balfour Beatty), with 
some extra coming from Herefordshire in the last 2 years to undertake the 
potholing work, with matched parish funds for potholing. However, in 2017-18 
the PC will receive only 25% of the Lengthsman grant it previously received and 
will have to provide 75% of any money required from parish funds. As shown in 
the table below, no Lengthsman money will be available from Herefordshire the 
following year. P3 funds for footpath work are also being cut. The table shows 
the amount needed to come from parish funds to maintain the same level of 
funding as the current year. 
 

 Lengthsman P3 

2016-17 
(Total for both schemes = 
£6179) 

Herefordshire Council (HC) 
100% at £120/km = £2088 
(17.4 km) 
HC additional for potholing = 
£1848 
Parish Council (PC) for 
potholing = £1848 

Herefordshire 
Council (HC)  
100% at £50/km  
= £395 (7.9 km) 

2017-18 
Shortfall for PC to pay to 
maintain current level of 
service = £5844.50 

HC 25% of current level at 
£60/km = probably £216 
(exact figure to be confirmed 
PC 75%  

HC 100% at 
£15/km = 
£118.50 

2018-19 
Shortfall for PC to pay to 
maintain current level of 
service = £6060.50 

HC 0% 
PC 100% 

HC 100% at 
£15/km = 
£118.50 

2019-20 
To maintain current level 
PC to pay = £6179 

HC 0% 
PC 100% 

HC 0% 
PC 100% 
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The parish council will be reviewing the work done last year and this year so far 
and considering what cuts can be made in the Lengthsman budget while still 
maintaining the fabric of the parish roads and rights of way. 
 
Please look out for the budget consultation in the November magazine. It will be 
your chance to comment on the parish council’s plans for the budget and precept 
for 2017-18, before the council tax notification is sent to you next spring. 
 

Alison Sutton, Parish Clerk 
 07789 322771, Email: eardislandclerk@gmail.com 

 

                      

 

Annual Canvass 2016 
 

Each property in Herefordshire will be receiving a “Household Enquiry Form” in 
mid-September, as part of this year’s Annual Canvass. This form will list all 
registered voters and asks households to confirm if correct, or add new people or 
remove people who have moved out.  

It is a legal requirement that each household completes and returns 
their Household Enquiry Form, whether there are changes or not. Anyone in the 
household aged 18 or over can complete the form for the whole household. It is 
easy to do and you can complete via phone, text, internet or post – the choice is 
yours. Full and clear instructions are on the form.  

If you have any questions or problems, more information is available on 
our website www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections  or contact Herefordshire 
Council Electoral Services on 01432 260107 or email 
canvass@herefordshire.gov.uk  

 
P.S. Whilst the Canvass process helps us to understand who is eligible to 

vote, it does not register any new electors. New electors must still register 
individually as well – the easiest way to do this is online at www.gov.uk/register-
to-vote and this can be done at anytime 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/elections
mailto:canvass@herefordshire.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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EARDISLAND PCC 
 
The August Bank Holiday weekend Open Gardens event in Eardisland was not 
blessed with the best weather but was blessed by the enthusiasm and skills of so 
many of our Village Residents… all the volunteers who worked so hard to enable 
the event to happen. I will not mention names, but I do want to thank the garden 
owners without whom the weekend could not have taken place and all the 
volunteers who provided such excellent refreshments, who sold tickets and 
completed all the other jobs, which are often unseen, but are vital to the success 
of any event such as this. The PCC thank you all for your support! 
 
THANKS 
 
Alan and I would like to give our heartfelt thanks to the Eardisland villagers for 
the support you gave to us for our recent wedding. We wanted our wedding to 
have a community feel and that's just how it turned out. The day was everything 
we could have wished for and a wonderful start to our married life. That was 
largely thanks to the kindness, generosity and support of so many people in 
Eardisland. Our guests thought the village was beautiful and they very much 
enjoyed their time here. Burton Court was a fabulous venue and we cannot 
recommend it highly enough. Thanks to Edward and Helen Simpson for their 
warm hospitality. 
 

Tamsyn and Alan Nichol 
 
KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
It was lovely to see so many of you at the coffee morning in Barry’s and 
Kathleen's garden, recently. We made £407.60, and many people took advantage 
of the reduced price Hospice Christmas cards which made Paddy's journey from 
the Hospice very worthwhile, and will ensure his return next year. Once again we 
were lucky to have such a perfect late summer day on which to enjoy one 
another's company. 

We have a soup and pudding lunch in Kingsland which will have taken 
place by the time this magazine is out, so the next event will be the pre-Christmas 
coffee morning held at the Luctonians on Tuesday 15th November at 10.30am.  
We do hope you can join us on this occasion, where we hope to have festive 
produce for sale to encourage you into the Christmas spirit. 
It is with pleasure that we now include Diane Lee as one of our committee 
members along with Jo Watson and myself. 

Very many thanks for your continued support. 



11 
 
 

Dorothy Brown 

4 SQUARE BAND 
 

Live at Cedar Hall, Dilwyn on Saturday, 29th October, 2016 @7.30pm 
 

Manchester’s Ferocious Folk Foursome return to Dilwyn following a sell-out 
performance in 2014. 

This coincides with the launch earlier this year of their new album Fuel which has 
had great reviews. 

Listen to them on 4squaremusic.co.uk 
 

Tickets £8 adult and £5 child from Ruth Davies on 01568 720 226 or email: 
ruthdavies2010@gmail.com 

 
Doors open 7pm.   BAR and a warm welcome. 

 
  
WW1 DISPLAY – VILLAGE DOVECOTE 

 
A new World War 1 Commemoration 
display has now been set up in the village 
Dovecote. It covers the period of 1916, 
with particular emphasis on the Battle of 
the Somme, which began in July 1916 and 
ran through to February 1917. 
 A ‘trench scene’ has been created 
within the display and additional focus has 
been made of the contribution and 

sacrifice local men made. 
The story and life of Lance Corporal Leonard Roberts of the King’s 

Shropshire Light Infantry is featured. He married a local girl, who worked as a 
maid, at Burton Court. He worked as a Clerk at Leominster railway station. Sadly, 
he gave his life in the trenches in September 1916 but was ironically awarded the 
Military Medal for ‘Gallantry in the Field’, on the day of his death. 
Leonard Roberts was the Uncle of Pat Roche. 

Additionally, a 1916 month by month ‘update of events’ chart has been 
created, as a part of the display. 

Please visit the exhibition when you have a spare moment. It is, after all, 
your heritage. 

Graham Madeley 

http://4squaremusic.co.uk/
mailto:ruthdavies2010@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
The committee elected at the Association’s AGM on 13th July 2016 has now met 
twice, with the officers being as follows: 
 
Chair:    Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Deputy Chair:  Elaine Harper 
Treasurer:  Barry Freeman 
Secretary:  Chris Bivand 
Deputy Secretary: Steph Griffiths 
 
The committee is well underway with planning the next visit of our French 
friends during the weekend of 26th-29th May 2017. This will celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the signing of the twinning accord with La Vieille Lyre and it is 
hoped to organise a varied and interesting programme both for our French 
visitors and for everyone in Eardisland. More news to follow in forthcoming 
magazines. 
 
We are also hoping to host a series of social events in Eardisland Village Hall in 
the lead-up to the French visit. Again, everyone in Eardisland and their friends 
and families, and people from neighbouring towns and villages, would be most 
welcome to attend. 
 
The first of these events will be a coffee morning on 1st October – please see the 
details opposite. 
 
The other currently proposed events are as follows – details will follow in due 
course on posters and in the Parish Magazine – but for the moment, please save 
these dates: 
 
Friday 20th January 2017 – a “Pamper Evening” designed to lift the post-
Christmas blues, including opportunities to sample a range of beauty and 
complementary therapies.  
Friday 28th April 2017 – How well do you know your village? - an illustrated 
presentation with the Eardisland History & Heritage Group, looking at their work 
over many years in uncovering the history of the ancient parish of Eardisland. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one or all of these events! 
 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
The committee would like to thank all those who came forward after our request 
in the last magazine for new volunteers. Your help is much appreciated. Thank 
you also to our regular band of volunteers who have come up trumps and 
covered the busy holiday period.  
 New volunteers are always welcome as this helps to spread the work 
load. Why not come along to our open evening on Wednesday 5th October and 
find out more. Join us for a drink and chat, have a go on the till and see just 
what’s involved without obligation. If you are new to the parish, it’s a great way 
to meet your fellow Eardislanders! 
 As mentioned in the last magazine, we have two new suppliers: Three 
Fruity Ladies and Swift’s bread. Our ‘Fruity Ladies’ provide us with a variety of 
homemade preserves and chutneys whilst Swift’s deliver delicious bread on 
Wednesday and Saturday, alongside Alex Gooch on a Friday and Central Bakery, 
Leominster every day of the week. Central is also providing us with some 
delicious cakes and pastries. We also hope to be expanding our range of local 
produce in the near future. 
 Once again, thank you to everyone who supports the shop and we hope 
to see you on the 5th October! 

Eardisland Community Shop Committee 

 

 
You are invited ……….. 

 
To join us for a ‘backstage tour’ of your community shop. 

 

On Wednesday 5th October from 4pm. 

 
Come and join some of the regular volunteers for a glass of wine and nibbles and 

find out just what goes on behind the scenes. 
 

There will even be an opportunity to ‘play shops’ on the till! 
 

Committee members will also be on hand to answer any queries or comments. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 
Another busy year!  Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee held their 
Annual General Meeting on 17th August.  Kate Thompson (chair) started her 
report of the year's activities by putting on record our thanks to all those 
volunteers who have helped with administration and events over the past 12 
months.  Thanks were also recorded to the Parish Council with help for repairs 
and improvements and to Eardisland in Bloom for our bright new planters 
outside the hall.  Particular thanks to Alison Sutton (Parish Clerk) and to Chris 
Watson for their work in sorting out our old and new energy suppliers. Hire of 
the hall is up 4% over last year, and the hall used on 235 days.  In addition to 
private hirings and highly successful fund-raising events towards renovations, the 
hall committee have hosted the New Year's Eve Disco (great night, to be 
repeated this year), an all-ages games evening (ditto) and a pot-luck lunch and 
exhibition to celebrate Queen Elizabeth's 90th birthday.  The aim of all these 
events has been to expand use of the hall as a place for us all to get together and 
have fun. 

Our latest achievement has been to relaunch the much missed Duck 
Races on the Millstream and again thanks are due to all the hard-working 
volunteers and particularly to Kate and Edwin Thompson who initiated and 
organised the event.  It was hugely popular and raised well over £300 for the 
Renovation Fund.  The Hall Committee are immensely grateful to all those 
residents and visitors who helped to make it such a success, and we hope it can 
be repeated next year. 

We are delighted to welcome Diane Lee who volunteered to help with 
administration but has been providing help on every front ever since!  More 
volunteers are always appreciated – you don't have to join the committee!  
Contact details on the Parish Website. 
 
NB – The Eardisland Bunting!  Lots of people have contributed to this exciting 
project, but we still want more!  Templates available from Caroline (388868).  
You just need to draw or paint with fabric pens (available to borrow), print or 
patchwork or embroidery, or any other decoration you can think of.  Return to 
Caroline to be added to the string!  The finished bunting will be available to 
borrow for all village events. 

 
Caroline Marsden 
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A massive thank you to everyone who entered and 

helped with this year’s Village Show. It was a 

tremendous success, with 52 entrants and a 

whopping 238 different exhibits. 

The judges were really impressed with the high 
standard of the exhibits, but more importantly, 
everyone had a fantastic time - what a great day! 

 
Best in section winners 

 
Cookery- Caroline Marsden 
Wine- Edwin Thompson 
Floral Art- Christy Lynch 
Handicraft- Caroline Marsden 
Horticulture Div 1- Pat Roche 
Horticulture Div 2- Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Photography- Flo Knoyle 
Art- Kathleen Freeman 
Creative Writing- Margaret Milchard 
Children (under 5)- Peter South 
Children (5-10)- Bethan Carter 
Children (11-15)- Etienne Woodcock 
 
A big well done to the 7 entrants who scored more than 40 points. 
 
7th- 41- Pat Roche 
6th – 43- Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
5th- 48- Richard Kirby 
4th- 54- Chris Bivand 
Joint 2nd – 64- Elaine Smith 
Joint 2nd- 64- Kathleen Freeman 
1st- 67- Caroline Marsden 
(Overall winner, receiving the Simpson Rose Bowl) 
 

Please join us in the Village Hall on October 21st, 7.30pm, for the AGM. As always, 
if you have any good ideas for the show, if you want to help out, or have ideas for 
the schedule, please let us know! 
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‘Share A Care’ 
The Local Link 

Connecting the people of 
Eardisland 

 

Join us for a free cuppa and a chat  
 

Thursday  
27th October & 24th November 

 

from  
 

2.30pm  
 

in 
 

Eardisland Village Hall 
 

This is a not a club or organisation – 
there are no formal meetings.  

Everyone is invited! 
 

Together we can make a difference! 
  

https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1T4ADRA_enGB417GB419&tbm=isch&q=chain+link+clip+art&revid=399078923&biw=1280&bih=835&dpr=1


19 
 
 

EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT 
 
In July Wendy and Bert Priday opened their lovely garden to us for our meeting. I 
was poorly, so I was unable to attend. I gathered on the grapevine that a brilliant 
evening was enjoyed by those who were able to attend. The croquet ended in a 
play off between Ruth Miller and Rita Kirby and Rita was the victor. Well done! 
(John Edwards if you are reading this perhaps more recruits are in the offing!) I 
also was given information regarding the dismal efforts in boules, so this needs 
some further investigation! Perhaps the Twinning Association could help us 
there? 

August was our summer break and on 12th September we had Jen Green 
speaking on "Whatever happened to Pixie Lott"? This will be reported in the next 
issue. On 10th October, Shirley Cook will be demonstrating canapés, so all those 
would-be contestants for the "Great British Bake Off" will be most welcome. Our 
W.I. Advisor, Angela Southwell, will be in attendance too. Monday 14th 
November will be our A.G.M., so get your volunteering heads on girls if we are to 
continue. 
 New members are always given a warm welcome. Contact Mavis if you 
wish to attend. 

Mavis Tantrum, Eardisland W.I. Secretary 
Kingfisher House, Eardisland   01544 387972 

 
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
The PPG have now responded to the questions you asked of them in the 2015 
survey. There are paper copies in all 3 surgeries and dispensaries and on the 
Practice website. If anyone would like sight of a copy please contact me. 
 The missed appointments (DNA) figures for all 3 surgeries remain high. 
In June the total number of DNA's were 187.  Male 83 Female 104. This was the 
highest figure in the last 3 recorded months. 
 
Wellbeing Information and Signposting for Hereford (WISH) 
This is a new service where anyone can find all the information one needs on 
Wellbeing, Care and Support in one place including a directory of services and 
activities in Herefordshire.  01432 383880 or www.WISHerefordshire.org 
 
From the July Practice Newsletter - Accessible Information Standard 
On 31st July 2016 compliance with this standard became mandatory. This 
Standard has been established to ensure that people who have a disability, 
impairment or sensory loss are issued with information that they can access and 
understand. 

http://www.wisherefordshire.org/
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Please let the Practice know if you need information in a particular format eg. 
Braille, large print, email or if you need information to be communicated verbally 
or by sign language. 
 Our meetings are every 2 months so if anyone has concerns or issues 
they would like me to raise, please contact me.  

Diane Lee 
  01544 387685 

 
SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda, Arrow Lawn, Eardisland  
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Deputy Churchwarden:                      Richard Kirby 01544 388810  
Deputy Churchwarden and Treasurer:       Peter Brown 01544 388389 
Deputy Churchwarden and Organist:         Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
 

 

Sunday 18th  September 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 25th September 

9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 2nd October  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 9th October 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Friday 14th October  

6.30 pm Harvest Festival Service 
followed by harvest meal 
(NB. No morning service at 
Eardisland on Sun. 16th Oct.) 

Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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Sunday 23rd October 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

   

 

Sunday 30th October 

10.30 am Benefice Taizé Service Eardisland  

 

Sunday 6th November  

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 13th November 

10.45 am Remembrance Service at the 
War Memorial followed by 
Holy Communion in church 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 20th November 

9.30 am  NEW – Family Service  Eardisland 

 
FROM REV. JULIE READ 

 
There are certain events that you will never forget and the procession over the 
land at the end of Edward Thomas’ funeral is one of them. A couple of hundred 
of us on foot or in truck made our way slowly through the fields rich with corn 
and oil seed rape almost ready for harvest. A time for sharing memories and 
experiences and of thinking or prayer both for Edward and his family and for 
ourselves both individually and as a community. It was a “special time” and was a 
journey of significance.  

One of the fields we passed was the Lammas Field a name that refers to 
the Lammas festival where the first of the harvest (often the grain harvest) is 
given thanks for and bread made from the first cut of corn and used for the 
communion bread in church. One of the fields, I believe, was marked out with 
boulders so that every member of the community had some land to cultivate. We 
laid Edward to rest under the oak tree at the top of the field, overlooking the 
golden fields. 

This year we will be having a “traditional” harvest festival on Friday 14th 
October at 6.30pm. Nick my husband will be preaching. He is one of the 
agricultural chaplains and always worth hearing and there will be supper 
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afterwards. Do put the date in your diary and let’s gather together to remember 
the harvest both of the land and of our lives.  
In the last few months we have gained a couple of benches in the churchyard – 
one to remember Jim Collins – who was a devoted and faithful member of our 
church community for many years, and another to remember Phyllis Olauson 
who lived in Eardisland before moving down under. She often revisited 
Eardisland and some of you will remember her. Her daughter Linda came over 
recently soon after her mum died and the bench was part of her pilgrimage here. 
Do go and sit on the benches, they are for all to share. 

At the end of October there will be another Taize Service in Eardisland 
on the last Sunday at 10.30am and is a good space to stop and pray so if you 
haven’t already been to one – do come along. 

I look forward to journeying with you this Autumn 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 

We hope you are as 
delighted as we are with 
how the area around the 
dovecote has been 
transformed. The newly 
laid turf took some 
watering, but fortunately 
the weather was not too 
hot and within a couple 
of weeks it was receiving 
its first cut. It is good to 
see members of the 
public using the newly 

positioned benches and we are receiving positive feedback. Work is still in 
progress at the northern end. We aim to plant a yellow rose to clamber over the 
wooden arch, and dedicate it to Peter Glenn, who was a lover of roses with 
yellow being his favourite colour. Peter was a loyal supporter of In Bloom and we 
hope through this rose his memory will live on. We are also looking to have 
winter interest on the arch too, maybe via a winter jasmine or honeysuckle. 

You may have noticed a newly prepared garden underneath the front 
window to the shop. Whilst digging over the soil for turf we found what later 
transpired to be concrete works for underpinning the dovecote. This meant it is 
too shallow a surface for new grass, so we will be creating a raised bed. However, 
we only have a few inches of soil and are a little puzzled as to what to plant. Any 
suggestions will be very welcomed, but remember it must be hardy and be able 
to withstand irregular flooding. 

These improvements, together with the new Manor House wall garden, 
have stretched our finances severely and taken our spending in 2016 close to 
£1,000. Obviously we now need to try and raise further money and hope you will 
all support the Quality Craft & Produce Fair on Saturday 22nd October, which is 
being run jointly with St Mary’s Church P.C.C. about which you can read further 
below. 

Finally, we would like to give our grateful thanks to Christy Lynch and 
Anna Watson for providing us with delicious homemade cakes each Thursday 
morning throughout the school holidays. They certainly gave us something to 
look forward to with our coffee! 

 
Phil Milchard Chris Watson Wendy Cross 
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EARDISLAND QUALITY CRAFT AND PRODUCE FAIR 
 

Saturday 22nd October 2016 

10am – 4pm 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Eardisland and Eardisland Village Hall 

Cllr Angela Pendleton, Mayor of Leominster, will be 

attending in her official capacity to open the event at 

10am. 

Food available from 8am including 

‘the Big Breakfast’  

until 11am followed by 
hot lunches, tea, coffee and cakes 

 

23 craft stalls 

including  handcrafted jewellery, bags, scarves, hats, handmade glass, 

slate garden products, cards, fridge magnets, painted boxes, pictures, 

gemstone trees and cushions, aprons and cross stitch, baby clothes, 

Christmas decorations and candles. That’s not forgetting works from a 

sculptor, blacksmith and a metalsmith! 

 

Admission just £1 to include  

a free hot drink 
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Contributions towards the cake and produce stall will be gratefully 

accepted, either on the day or they can be collected from you. 

Volunteers are also needed on the day to help with refreshments, car 

parking and entrance tickets. 

Further details from Phil on 388097. 

Proceeds to Eardisland in Bloom  
and Eardisland PCC 

 

 

 
 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE BAND – SAVE THE DATE! 
 
The band is holding its annual concert ‘Eardisland Village Band and Friends’ at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall on Saturday 1st April 2017. Please save the date! 

 
Ruth Brinton-Bivand 

 

 
MODAL VERBS: 
 
I know how desperate you are to know about modal verbs. I couldn’t find a ten- 
year-old to help me with this, so I had to consult the internet. The Government 
website giving advice on English language informed me that: modal verbs are the 
verbs “can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would, must” 

“We use modal verbs to show if we believe something is certain, 
probable or possible (or not). We also use modals to do things like talking about 
ability, asking permission making requests and offers, and so on.” 

Now we are all clear on this, I’m sure you will be able to sit the SAT 
examination with confidence. Given that most people reading this will be well 
over ten, I wonder how you managed all this time without this little nugget of 
knowledge? 

Ed. 
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My Mum 

 

Phyllis Annie Olausen 
(nee Watkins) 

“A Daughter of this Village” 
Mum always said the village brought her up 

 

Born:  Crabtree Cottage, Lyme Lane, Eardisland on 18th of November 1928 
Died: Te Awamutu, New Zealand on 24th of June 2016 

 

My name is Linda Olausen, the youngest daughter of Phyllis Olausen, who has 4 
daughters all living in New Zealand.  My mum sadly passed away on 24th of June 
this year and I recently made a trip to England, during which I made it my mission 
to establish a memorial in the village where she was born and grew up. I visited 
the houses she lived in, Crabtree Cottage and The Elms, and spent time in 
Eardisland church where mum was christened and the churchyard where many 
of her friends are buried. I walked around the village, especially the back lanes of 
Eardisland where she used to run, roller skate and cycle as a child, visited her old 
school which is now the village hall, and I threw a flower from the bridge into the 
river.  I genuinely felt her presence with me all the time I was there (she was 
looking over my shoulder I am sure). 
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Other than the above little, but significant things I carried out, I also 
organised for one of the chairs inside Eardisland church to have a plaque put on 
it and also for an outside bench to be placed in the churchyard (in a lovely spot 
under the trees on the right hand side as you enter the gates), in mum’s memory.  
I would like to thank the Vicar Reverend Julie Read, the church warden Beryl 
Hoda and her husband Alister, Barry Freeman and Steven Parker for helping me 
to get this completed in the short time I had there.  Also a special thank you to 
my partner Rick Bayliss and also a friend Heather Morris of Kingsland, who mum 
always considered as her 5th daughter, for being with me and supporting me 
through this.  Without them all I would not have been able to complete this 
before I had to leave to return to New Zealand.  Thank you also to the Parish 
Council for allowing me to do this for my mum.  

 

 
Another special big thank you to Rev. Julie, for mentioning mum in the Kingsland 
Church service on Sunday the 14th of August which myself, my partner Rick and 
our friends Heather and Mandy Vernon attended.  That was so special as 
Kingsland was also a special place for mum as both her parents and their families 
were from Kingsland and their ashes and other family members are buried at 
Kingsland Church. 

Mum’s life started in ‘Crabtree Cottage’ Lyme Lane where she lived with 
her parents Flora and George Watkins, and older sister Peg until she was 5 years 
old.  The family then moved to the ‘Elms’ in the village where she lived until she 
was 24 which is when she accepted a proposal of marriage from the other side of 
the world.  She sailed off to the unknown New Zealand in January 1953 to marry 
my father Reginald Olausen. They were married on the 28th of February 1953 and 
had 4 daughters, Annette, Janie, Rosalie and myself, Linda.  Mum made many 
trips back to the village and the surrounding villages and towns over the years 
with one time living in Leominster for a period of 8 years from 1990 to 1998 
doing what she did best, caring for others. She loved these times leaving her with 
many happy memories of times she spent there, renewing childhood friendships 
and making many new friends which she remained in contact with for the rest of 
her life. Mum’s last visit was in 2002 to 2003 when she house-swapped with 
people in Leominster for 1 year.   

Linda Olausen, Te Awamutu, New Zealand 
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SOME HISTORY OF EARDISLAND 
 
My last contribution finished with comment that not only is there no 
contemporary documentary record that the church spire/steeple/tower ever 
actually fell down, the number of bells in the tower in those times, and the 
inscriptions on them, is not so straightforward as has sometimes been written.  
       A drawing of the church was made in 1837 which shows the south and west 
faces of the tower, and the whole south aspect of the church. This, together with 
the drawings made by Dingley c.1683, and Hill c.1712-1718, make interesting 
comparisons available. Such comparisons can be taken a step further by including 
the Architect’s drawing for the ‘restoration’ of the building in 1863-1865. His 
drawings of the church before restoration (dated 1863) and what the intention 
was to restore it to, dated 15th May 1864, are extant. Not all the planned work 
was carried out. 
       In 1850 a new Font, the current one, was donated to the church by Miss 
Elizabeth Evans in memory of her sister, Miss Mary Anne Evans, of Burton Court, 
who died on 21st August 1850. [Birley. Records Book]. 
       An Appeal for the monies to pay for a ‘Restoration’ of the fabric of the church 
was made towards the end of 1863. [Further financial arrangements were later 
necessary to cover the cost. Whether the costs over-ran or the Appeal under-
achieved, or both, is not recorded]. Whilst there are reports that the work 
finished in 1864, the church did not re-open until Thursday 15th June 1865. 
[Hereford Library. Pilley 2268, page 25]. 
       In 1890 the Vicar, The Reverend Joseph Barker, published a booklet 
Eardisland its Church and Antiquities. Snippets from this were included in Kelly’s 
Directory of 1895, notably that the five bells then in the church tower had been 
re-cast in 1728, and impliedly that they were inscribed to that effect. Kelly’s also 
said that the tower was built about 1770 to replace the one which fell. This topic 
I have already touched on herein. Then in 1898, making mention of the Reverend 
Barker’s work and impliedly acknowledging that he was contradicting it, George 
Marshall (who is more likely to have been reliable than Barker), recorded the 
inscriptions on three of the five bells. Impliedly the other two were not inscribed 
at all. 
       Circa 1900 a photograph was taken of the interior of the church, looking 
towards the altar from approximately where the screen now is. An intriguing 
game of Spot the Differences can be played, using any one of several more recent 
photographs. One noticeable difference is the illumination by oil lamps. 
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The original of this photograph is at “To face Page 73” of the WI Book. 
       By 1904 further work on the tower had become necessary as evidenced by 
the Vicar thanking the parishioners, by open letter, for their generous response 
to the Appeal for the Church Tower expenses. 
       From 1917 to 1938 the Reverend Birley was Vicar of Eardisland. He 
corresponded with the Royal Commission On Historic Monuments on points of 
detail about the church during the period before they reported in 1934. 
       Then in 1919: Three pews on each side of the nave towards the chancel were 
removed. This portion of the nave and the central aisle were floored with artificial 
stone slabs, and the pulpit and font were moved a few feet forward. Thus the 
church achieved its present dignified appearance. This is from Reeves, N. “The 
Leon Valley...”, page 138; published in 1980. It is interesting that the font is 
mentioned in close proximity (textually) to the pulpit. Does this indicate the then 
actual position of the font? 
       Electricity was first installed in the church in 1931. [WI Book].  
       At Michaelmas 1931 the Font Cover, which is still in use now (2016) was 
donated by the Vicar, the Reverend Birley. [WI Book, page 74]. 
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       In 1956 the WI Book had much to say about the church. 
       At some date after the eleventh of June 1964 memorial stained glass was 
inserted in the window furthest west in the south wall of the nave. It is in 
memory of: Margaret Rosamund Parker, died 11th April 1962 and her husband 
Arthur Ralph Nevill Parker, died 11th June 1964. 
 
       In 1980 Norman Reeves published (Phillimore & Co. Ltd) The Leon 
Valley.Three Herefordshire Villages. Kingsland, Monkland & Eardisland which he 
wrote from his own Notebooks, which were compiled from about 1975. There is 
much there about Eardisland church. 
       In the year 2000 the glass screen in the tower arch was fabricated, also the 
southern extension of the screen across the nave, towards the west end. The 
north section of this screen is thought to date to the late fifteenth century 
[RCHM]. 
 

These notes are but a foretaste of the mass of information which exists about 
Eardisland’s church. Various topics may be included in my future contributions.  

 
George Alderson. 

gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

Hereford Coeliac Group’s 

FREE FROM & GLUTEN FREE 

FOOD FAIR 

on 
SATURDAY 15TH

 OCTOBER 2016 

at 

HEREFORD LEISURE CENTRE 

Holmer Road, Hereford, HR4 9UD 

11:00am - 2:00pm 

 Cookery Demonstrations  Short Mat Bowls  Christine’s Puddings  Fish & 
Chips  Greens Beers  Ladybird Foods Pasta Italia  Voakes Free from 

 & many more… 
 

Entry by Donation 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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STORIES FROM THE SCHOOLS OF EARDISLAND 1652-1979 

 
The members of the Eardisland History & Heritage Group have been undertaking 
research into the long history of Eardisland since a first meeting in 1993. At that 
time the focus was on gaining an understanding of the social history of the village 
in living memory. For two years, interviews were conducted with about 50 
people, some of whom were born between 1892 and 1914. Whilst these covered 
a wide range of events relating to life in and around Eardisland in their lifetimes, 
the school was a frequent topic of interesting memories. These interviews 
provided a rich source of information and it is hoped that an opportunity will 
arise early in 2017 to present some of the results during a talk in the village hall 
about the work of the group. 
However, other methods of gathering knowledge about the history of the village, 
and in particular the school, have been used. One important source of 
information has been documentary evidence. 
The first benefactor 
Access to the will of William Whittington, a wealthy landowner, who died in 1603 
showed that he had made a bequest for the implementation of a Grammar 
School in Eardisland. (The aim of such schools at that time was to teach the basis 
of Latin Grammar). In providing the necessary funds he asked for a school master 
to be elected by three named people, the heirs of these were to forever have the 
right to elect future school masters who must be “a learned, grave and discreet 
scholar forever chosen from one of the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge.” 
Some specified tithes were to be used to pay the selected master. At the time 
these were worth £16p.a. All the Headmasters were to be clergymen and 
conveniently also in charge of the parish church.   

Whilst we may be familiar with the old village school (for some time now 
Eardisland Village Hall) it is interesting to recall that there was originally a 
Grammar School situated on the bridge, opposite the Dovecote from 1652 
until 1825. There was also a ‘Dame School’, probably making use of the 
ground floor of the Dovecote, for some years until the 1870s. (In 1877 the 
Head teacher of the National School complained to Inspectors that some 
children were still attending Mrs Parry’s Dame School when they should be 
with him). The village school that closed in 1979 originally consisted of one 
large room from 1825, when it transferred from the building on the bridge. It 
expanded with the construction of a new classroom, known as ‘the little 
room’ in 1875, so the school could then cater for over 100 pupils which it did 
for many years. 
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Although Whittington died in 1607 it was not until March 25th 1652 that the 
school on the bridge began to function. The delay resulted from the fact that the 
vicar of Kingsland, John Hughes, had been misappropriating the tithes for some 
other purpose (making £4 available for his own use for at least 17 years). When 
this was discovered in 1641 he was ordered, by Commissioners investigating, to 
pay £96 in compensation. The first Headmaster was Rev William Bedford. Not 
much is known of the earliest ones until those of more recent times.  
However, by 1825 it is known that it had “fallen into a ruinous condition” and as 
it was by then totally inadequate to the needs of the parish, a new school was 
built in that year (paid for by voluntary subscription) which has subsequently 
become our village hall.  
The second benefactor 
Canon Evans of Burton Court gave the site for the new school although the land 
was not officially conveyed until sometime later. Eventually, a conveyance was 
entered into between the trustees and John Clowes, who purchased Burton 
Court in 1863. The old grammar school was then let at a rent of one shilling a 
week as a dwelling house. Mr Clowes duly purchased the old grammar school 
building himself, for £35. He converted the upper part into a village Reading 
Room, (which it remained until 1936). It was repaired and re-roofed. The original 
‘whipping post’ (the function of which is uncertain, as to whether it was to 
control unruly pupils or others) was retained. 
In 1836 there was a ‘Commutation of Tithes Act’ affecting the financial aspect of 
the school. Tithes had become an overly complex way of obtaining rents.  The Act 
replaced the ancient system of payment of tithes with monetary payments. In 
1841 it was agreed that the annual sum of £55 by way of rent charge would be 
paid to the then school master, James Powell, and to his successors, as 
headmasters of Eardisland Grammar school. This was instead of two thirds of all 
the tithes accruing from the lands within the township of Street, as Whittington 
had proposed.  
Memories of an old scholar 
A useful documentary source for historical research remains old newspapers 
available on microfilm in Leominster library. One such (October 1900) provided 
details of the recollections of “an old scholar” of Eardisland Grammar School 
whose memories went back to about 1857 when he commenced going to the 
school (which by then had transferred to its present site from 1825). He recalls 
his teacher of the time as being Mr Bullock (who also kept the post office). It 
sounds as though he was not a very successful teacher “since some of the bigger 
boys got to some extent the best of him..” It is interesting to consider the 
problems he faced and realise that teachers have always been confronted by 
difficult pupils. The author describes a day when Mr Bullock chastised a boy 
called Parker, which resulted in “two of the older brothers joining in a scuffle with 
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the poor old man..” It seems that the Parkers were always “a fighting family: Will 
died in a skirmish with natives somewhere abroad; Jim was in the army.. and also 
died a soldier..”  Nonetheless the average attendance was “150 scholars”. Little 
wonder there was a certain amount of disruption! However, it is recorded that 
“soup was provided free twice a week.” 
The ‘new’ school then just consisted of one room – the small addition was not 
built until 1874-75 The author of the newspaper article goes on to recall how the 
teacher “who for any misconduct..used to spank us well on the head, or 
anywhere, with along ruler”. Whereas the education for boys was free, the girls 
who were educated elsewhere at this time, had to pay for their education. But 
the ‘old scholar’ recalls that both boys and girls had to pay three pence per 
month for pens and ink. Mr Bullock made the quill pens, from goose feathers, 
gathered from Pigmore Common. 
The school expands and improves 
In 1867 Rev Joseph Barker (MA Christ’s College Cambridge) arrived in Eardisland, 
living in the Staick House and was appointed Headmaster. On arrival, he 
immediately stipulated the following requirement: “Parents who desire their 
children to attend the school should apply personally to the Headmaster on 
Monday morning at 10 o’clock. No child will be admitted to the school under 5 
years of age, and it will be necessary that the child shall be able to read words of 
one syllable. All girls are admitted to pay one penny per week. Children are 
expected to come to school regularly and be cleanly in their dress.” 
In 1875 a new classroom was added (“the little room”), at a cost of £70 and a 
house for the teacher was built, at a cost of £208 (raised by voluntary 
subscriptions). Further renovations were carried out on the school in 1893 (some 
rebuilding and the addition of cloakrooms at a cost £147.19s. 9d) 
Things began to improve, according to the account of ‘the old scholar’, when a 
new teacher was appointed to assist Rev Barker. He was Mr John Leigh, 
described as “a mere stripling, but we soon found a great change in our school.. 
he was a thorough worker”. He introduced “Penny Reading Concerts”, a fife and 
drum band, a library and started the first cricket club in Eardisland in 1866”. It 
seems it was no trouble for him to get an eleven together to play home and away 
matches any time during the season. He even had a boys’ cricket club running 
from whose number he was able to fill the men’s team when required. It appears 
that he may even have funded the matches – perhaps the costs travel and the 
teas? (This club duly merged with the Burton Court CC and lasted until 1939). His 
wife taught the girls, probably in a room in the old grammar school on the bridge 
(which had become the village Reading Room in 1876 and also in the ground 
floor area of the Dovecote (which had a fireplace). Sewing was taught by Mrs 
Williams who visited three or four times a week. There was also what was 
referred to as “a preparatory school” or “Dame School” available for children 
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(probably girls) to attend in “The Porch House” (later renamed Manor House). 
The lessons may actually have taken place in the Dovecote, which was once in 
the garden of Porch/Manor House. This was run by Mrs Parry until at least 1870, 
the time of the first Elementary Education Act which produced a national system 
of schooling for boys and girls. This Act set the framework for schooling of all 
children between the ages of 5 and 13 in England and Wales (although 
attendance was not compulsory until 1880). It was agreed that the school in 
Eardisland should cater for 100 pupils under a certificated teacher.  
The information derived from the Leominster News articles indicates that by 
1899 the school was described as “an excellent country school, well managed and 
well taught”. In 1900 a reported stated “The school is sensibly and intelligently 
taught..” 
Mr & Mrs Leigh left the school in 1872, succeeded by Mr Wall (who only stayed 
three years). He was followed by Mr Haynes (from Leominster) who remained 
until 1888. Mr Rogers, who followed, was clearly a particularly well qualified 
teacher. He was said to “possess mental gifts of a high order” having  certificates 
in Advanced Science in Acoustics Light & Heat, Magnetism & Electricity (Queen’s 
Prize) Principles of Agriculture, Geology and Mathematics; Grade 3 prize in 
Blackboard and 2nd in Perspective..” He was in charge until the arrival of Mr Tom 
Wood in 1901, who was then only 21 but who subsequently spent his entire 
career in the school. He is especially well remembered by many of those 
interviewed by the Oral History Group in 1993-5 as “firm but fair”. Both he and 
Mrs Davies (wife of the post master in Adlen House), were a great influence on 
the successes achieved between 1901-1948 which was a time of great stability in 
the school. Subsequently, Mrs Powell and Mrs Chappell are also recalled with 
admiration among those who were pupils during their times in charge.  
The end came in 1979 when numbers fell to 17 and the school was no longer 
thought to be viable; the children transferred to Kingsland. (Ironically, the 
numbers in Dilwyn School fell to a similar low level, but it survived and has duly 
picked up further). This was regarded as “a very sad affair” by villagers of the 
time, “which took the heart from the parish” but gave rise to many fascinating 
stories from those of an older generation who attended the school, when mainly 
under the control of Mr Wood and Mrs Powell. Although one interviewee 
actually had memories of being taught by Mr Rogers in 1897! Some of these 
recollections will be provided in a future edition of this magazine which indicates 
the fascinating interplay between documentary records and oral history.   
 

Paul Selfe 
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FROM HUGH VERNON . . . 
 
This is the bridge, later washed away, across the river by the ford - concrete 
foundations are still evident. The snap was taken in the war probably, soon after 
Betty Griffiths came down and married Bill, (Mandy Vernon’s parents). You can 
see how the riverbank has changed since then, and that’s the Nun House farm in 
the background. The bridge was part of the right of way ED6 which, of course, 
has been obstructed by successive owners of the caravan park for some years.  
 During floods, when parts of the village could not be passed through, 
people would walk down Broom Lane from the west, cross the river here and use 
the footpath (passing the back of Arrow Bank), into the village. Halcyon days! (for 
some!) 
 

 
  
  



36 
 
 

EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 

As I write there are only two friendly fixtures left to play. This 
season it has been a mix of cancellations due to bad weather or 
clubs unable to find enough players for matches. Never the less, 
still an enjoyable one, the club won division two of the Hereford 
Men’s League so promotion to division one next year should 

prove to be a challenge. Two new players from the village, Barbara and Norman 
Kay, have had an exceptional start to their bowls career this season, playing in 
club friendly, county and league matches and a strong junior section is forming 
with young players from the Kruft-Welton family. Closing day is Sunday 18th 
September at 2.00pm, usually with a barbeque and fun game of bowls. The 
annual lunch and prize presentation, followed by an auction, is Sunday 16th 
October at 12.30pm, and the AGM is Thursday 27th October at 7.30 pm. Enquiries 
to Doug Tantrum  

 01544 387972 or email 
dougtantrum@hotmail.com 

  
 

Weobley Craft and Food Fair 

(with Christmas in Mind) 

Sunday 30 October 10.00 – 4.00 

Weobley Village Hall, Gadbridge Road, HR4 8SN 

Local crafts people demonstrating and 

selling high-quality products 

Light refreshments available 

Entrance £1 

Info: 01544 318513/318121 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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EARDISLAND WEATHER FOCUS 
 
The weather in July proved to be the hottest month so far this year with 
temperatures ranging from 17°C to 33°C on the 19th. The total rainfall for the 
month being only 18mm (.70 inch), the barometer ranged from 29.4 to 29.78 and 
the river dropped from 18 inches to 5 inches. 

The weather for August was slightly cooler with temperatures ranging 
from 16°C to 27°C. The total rainfall for the month increased to 66 mm (2.6 
inches). Barometer readings ranged from 29.3 to 29.8 and the river dropped, 
to its lowest this year, to 3 inches. The equivalent rainfall for July 2015 was 
58mm (2.2 inches) and August 137 mm (5.4 inches). 
 Nature-wise we have not seen fly catchers this year and no gooseanders 
for two months, a pair of kingfishers continue to flash past on their way up and 
down the river, a grey wagtail has been spotted with the occasional green wood 
pecker. Disappointingly, a dead young buzzard was found in the garden with no 
apparent injuries. 

Doug Tantrum, reporting from Kingfisher House,  01544387972 
WEOBLEY THEATRE GOERS 

 
We shall be going to the Courtyard in Hereford on 19 October to see Pam Ayres, 
leaving Bell Square at 6.30pm. Kiss Me, Kate is our next trip to the Cardiff 
Millennium Theatre on Thurs 8 Dec, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 10.00 for the 
2.30 performance, and returning around 7.30pm.  

There are some wonderful shows coming up for 2017 and I have booked 
the following: Birmingham Hippodrome is showing Cinderella, the ballet, for 
which I have reserved 23 seats in the circle and 10 in the stalls for the 2.00pm 
performance on Thurs 16 February, leaving Bell Square, Weobley at 9.30 to give 
time for people to shop or have a good lunch. The cost will be £46 to include the 
coach. Please pay within 2 weeks of your reservation and payment must be made 
before 7 December. As we had to book so far – 9 months – in advance for Billy 
Elliot, in order to get the best seats, I think some people may have been wary of 
booking then. So I have now reserved some more seats to go to Birmingham 
Hippodrome on Thurs 9 March, leaving Weobley at 9.30 for the 2.00pm 
performance. The seats are rows E and F in the Circle and will cost £69 to include 
the coach. Payment must be pretty quick, however, so please book and pay 
before 18 October. 

I am also reserving seats for Funny Girl (mid-May), and for War Horse 
(19 October 2017) for which there will be more details at a later stage, but please 
keep these dates free if you are likely to want to go to either of these. 

Kate Best 01544 318513  bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:bobkatebest@tiscali.co.uk
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SHANGRI-LA  
 
A special screening followed by Q&A with Director John Bulmer (in aid of 
Samaritans Herefordshire) 
 
This documentary follows explorer Mark Shard and traveller Charles Allen as they 
journey the breath-taking Himalayan scenery to find lost Tibetan city of Shangri-
La reputed to hold the secrets to happiness and eternal youth. As they track 
along the roof of the world across the inhospitable plains and unforgiving terrain 
will they discover the true origins of this remote civilisation shrouded in myth? 
 John Bulmer (grandson of the founder of Bulmer’s Cider), is a pioneer of 
colour photography shooting stories for Queen Magazine, the Daily Express 
newspaper and Life Magazine, then working on The Sunday Times colour 
supplement from its launch 1962. 

Following the film screening our host Alex James will compere a 
‘Questions and Answers’ to discuss the trials the crew encountered filming the 
documentary from acute mountain sickness, heavy rains, missing transport trucks 
to yak shortages. 
 

Date: Sunday 6th November 2016 
 

Time: 11:30 film screening (50 minutes) followed by Q&A 
and lunch at 13:00 

 
Venue: Broadfield Court Estate, Bowley Lane, 

Bodenham, Herefordshire, HR1 3LG (www. 
broadfieldcourt.co.uk) 

 
Cost: £22.50 - includes complementary drink on arrival 

and lunch with tea/coffee 
 

Tickets: Rae Jones - rae1946@icloud.com 
 

All proceeds in aid of Samaritans Herefordshire 
  

mailto:rae1946@icloud.com
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