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EDITORIAL 
 
Spring is finally here, and it is fitting we have a picture of a lamb on the front 
cover. This was taken by Codie Jones @ Codie's creations and selected using a 
poll on the Eardisland Facebook page. 
If anyone uses Facebook and would like to join, just search for ‘Eardisland 
Village’. Recently there have been some interesting discussions about old photos 
of Eardisland and the aromas of muck spreading. 
 
Best wishes to Chris Bivand, who will return as editor next issue. 
 
Chris says: 
 
I am extremely grateful and appreciative for the kind messages and cards I have 
received recently. My sudden illness turned out to be a twisted bowel, which 
necessitated an emergency operation in Hereford County Hospital. I am pleased 
to say that the procedure was a success and I am now at home, slowly 
recuperating. Your good wishes considerably bolstered my morale when things 
felt rather bleak. Thank you. 
 
By the time the magazine is distributed we’ll be well into exam season, so loads 
of luck to all those children and parents/guardians who have worked so hard to 
get to this point. Not long until the exams are over, and the summer holidays can 
begin! 

Ben Woodcock  
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 
 

Thursday 24th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Sat→Tues 26/29th May Twinning Association visit to France 

Tuesday 5th June Eardisland Village Walk, Dovecote, 2pm 

Wednesday 6th June Community Shop AGM, VH, 7:30pm 

Saturday 9th June Children’s Show Event, VH, 2pm 

Thursday 21st June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 22nd June Auction of Promises, St Mary’s, 7 pm 

Friday 6th July Magazine Copy Date 

Sunday 8th July The Posh Lunch, Hinton Manor 

Thursday 19th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 20th July Magazine probable distribution date 

Saturday 21st July Aymestry Parish Fete 

Saturday 20th August Kingsland Parish Fete 

25th – 27th August Summer Open Gardens 

Saturday 1st September Eardisland Village Show 

Thursday 6th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 7th September Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 13th September Twinning AGM, VH, 7:30pm 

Saturday 15th September Hospice Friends Tea Party, VH, 2pm 

Saturday 13th October Craft Fair 

Friday 21st September Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 25th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 2nd November Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 9th November WW1 Supper Event 

Friday 16th November Magazine probable distribution date 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Regularly: 
 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
Crafty Socialites – 3rd Friday in month 
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COMIC RELIEF SWIMATHON  

A Huge Thank You 

On Friday 28th April two local Eels and an Elver took to the 

water at Ludlow Pool to raise money for Cancer Research UK 

and Marie Curie.  All three managed their set quota, albeit 

the elver broke his thumb playing football on the Thursday, and they completed 

202 lengths in less than 2 hours. 

From their effort Ken, Aaron and Sandy have raised over £300 in village 

donations for these two wonderful charities and would like to thank all villagers 

and visitors who donated so generously. 

EARDISLAND CRAFT FAIR 
Due to huge demand from stallholders this event has had to be enlarged again 
this year and will now comprise of 53 stalls, with 25 in the church and the 
remainder in quality marquees in the church grounds. All stalls have now been 
reserved and the event is sold out.  
We will give a taste of what you can expect in the next magazine but we are 
delighted with the quality it has attracted, certainly there will be something for 
everyone. 

Phil Milchard  Richard Kirby 

(The Eardisland Craft Fair is on Saturday 13th October 2018) 
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 

The Care Quality Commission visited the Practice in March. Initial feedback from 
the Assessors was very good the final report and grade will be sent to the 
Practice in due course.  

The car park at Kingsland surgery is to be re-surfaced thanks to The Friends Of 
Mortimer Medical Practice who have kindly agreed to pay. The car park will be 
closed for 2 days while this work is carried out. Adequate notice will be given to 
patients regarding collections of prescriptions and parking alternatives especially 
for people with access needs. The Practice already has an arrangement with 
Kingsland village hall for patients to park there. 

 Patients who use inhalers can now return empty ones to any of the 3 
dispensaries. They are collected and returned to Glaxo Smith Kline for recycling 
all patient identification labels are removed beforehand.  

Public Health England have announced the eligiblity criteria for people wishing to 
have a Shingles vaccination- anyone born after the 1st September 1942, there 
are some exceptions between the ages of 76/77. Patients remain eligible up to 
their 80th birthday. Please contact the surgery for further details. 

The PPG are in the process of compiling a patient survey to be circulated in the 
Summer. We are endeavouring to keep it short and to the point so hopefully 
more patients will complete. The last survey in 2016 less than 200 patients 
responded from a practice population of approx. 8000. 

In May the Mortimer Practice will become the 23rd out of 24 practices in 
Herefordshire to introduce Care Navigation  this means that patients can be 
directed to the most appropriate person to deal with their problem. Reception 
staff will ask what the problem is, However patients do not have to tell them but 
it will help them direct you call. 

Our next meeting will be in June so if you have any queries or concerns you wish 
me to raise with the Practice please contact me.  

Diane Lee  
01544 387685. 
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SAVE MORTIMER FOREST 

 

Only a relatively few miles to the north of our village is the wonderfully tranquil 
Mortimer Forest.  Enjoyed by families and outdoor enthusiasts alike who all love, 
appreciate and make use of this special place 365 days a year.  It is free to access, 
and so it should be, as it is publicly owned and managed by The Forestry 
Commission. 
However plans are afoot to end all this, Forest Holidays are seeking permission to 
put 68 lodges in the middle of the forest and allow vehicular access on current 
forest tracks, their own figures estimate over 90,000 traffic movements will 
happen every year.  

This alone should be enough to have us all objecting to their plans but it gets 
worse:  Forest Holidays are going to pay rent of £3,000 per annum to The 
Forestry Commission for each lodge whilst estimating 90% occupancy from 
tenants paying in excess of £2,500 per week for their holiday home.  Not only 
that but Forest Holidays, which were originally set up by The Forestry 
Commission, are now majority owned by Phoenix Equity, so any wealth 
generated will end up in the hands of Hedge Fund Investors located far away 
from North Herefordshire. 

There is a good case for extra tourist accommodation in this area, but let it be 
away from the tranquil areas that tourists and locals alike come to appreciate. 

If you want to learn more, get involved or sign the petition then Google.  It is 
thought planning permission will be sought from Herefordshire Planning 
Authority in the next few weeks, I am watching The Hereford Times with pen 
poised ready to object, why not join me. 

Sandy Ross 

More information here: 
https://www.save-mortimer-forest.co.uk/ 

https://speakout.38degrees.org.uk/campaigns/forest-holidays 

 

https://www.save-mortimer-forest.co.uk/
https://speakout.38degrees.org.uk/campaigns/forest-holidays
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GRAND AUCTION OF PROMISES 

St. Mary’s The Virgin Church, Eardisland, is holding a grand auction of promises 
to raise funds towards the cost of an extension to house kitchen and toilet 
facilities. 
 
Everyone in the parish can play their part, no matter how small, by donating 
something to be auctioned. (see promise sheet) 
This could be something material, for example a painting or bottle of wine, or a 
‘promise’, such as a computer health check or gardening. The possibilities are 
endless! 
 
Items already donated include: gift voucher & hamper from Tutti Décor; a days 
shooting with lunch and dinner; afternoon teas by the river; baking sessions; tour 
of Bishops garden with afternoon tea; hand pamper session & manicure; fishing; 
golf; 1 hours French or Spanish tuition; passes for steam railways; cinema tickets; 
attraction tickets; wooden swing seat; bottles of wines & spirits; jars of 
marmalade; ironing; gardening; dog walking; various meal vouchers; several 
paintings by local artists, hamper of local produce; short breaks; vintage crystal & 
children’s bikes. This list is being added to on a daily basis! 
 
Lots will be auctioned by professional auctioneer David Thompson. 
A full list of lots will be available in the Community Shop prior to the event as well 
as a collecting box for promise sheets and sealed bids for those unable to attend 
on the night. Promises can also be made online at 
eardislandauction@btinternet.com 
 
BIDDING ONLINE 
 
All lots for the 2018 St Mary’s auction are being listed online. 
This will enable early bids to be submitted by those unable to attend the Grand 
Auction in person. Online bidding will finish the evening before the Grand 
Auction and bids will be taken as the starting point for auctioning each lot on the 
night. 
This may be very useful for friends and family who may live away from Eardisland 
but still wish to take part! 
We would encourage the sharing of this by email and Facebook, both of which 
can be done through the online auction site. 
 
The online auction can be found at: www.auctionofpromises.com 
Use the search button to search for ‘St Mary’s’ 

mailto:eardislandauction@btinternet.com
http://www.auctionofpromises.com/
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Grand Auction & Auction of Promises 

Promise sheet 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete the above promise sheet and leave it in the box 

provided in the Eardisland Community Shop 

Further details can be obtained from Richard 38881, Sue 388066, 

Beryl 388131 or Margaret 388097 

Many thanks for your generosity 

 

I (name)…………………………………………………... 

 

offer to donote/supply/carry out the following for the winner 

of my lot (details of what you are offering) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………… 

 

Contact details 

 

Phone number……………………………………………………………… 

Email…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Any special notes e.g. time of year when it cannot be carried 

out……………………………………………………………………… 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
French Cheese and Wine Evening: Saturday 7th April 2018 
This event was sold out long in advance, with a waiting list for returned tickets. 
On the evening the Hall was filled with friends from the village, from Arrow Bank 
Holiday Park and from further afield. The “ambiance” was very French and great 
fun. Thanks to the support of everyone who came, and to many other residents 
and local businesses, a net profit of £641.07 was raised. This would certainly 
enable Eardisland Twinning Association to make a possible donation to the 
budget for a future return visit to Eardisland/Kingsland Primary School of pupils 
from Lyre (although this would need approval by an AGM). 
 
Visit to La Vieille Lyre: Saturday May 26th to Tuesday May 29th 2018 
As this magazine lands on your doormat, our biennial visit to La Vieille Lyre 
should be about to take place. We are currently a dozen (self-funded) travellers 
and are delighted that three new Eardisland residents will be among the group. 
More news of the visit in the July edition of this magazine. 
 
Annual General Meeting: Thursday September 13th 2018 
The 2018 AGM has been scheduled for 13th September at 7.30pm in Eardisland 
Village Hall. At the 2017 AGM, the Constitution was revised. Membership of the 
Association is now open to all Eardisland residents (including those on Arrow 
Bank Holiday Park) and to interested parties in neighbouring towns and villages, 
to attend any meetings and organised events. There is no subscription fee. So… 
we look forward to seeing you there! 

Ruth Brinton-Bivand       Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association 
ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com  07773 706147    01544 388375 

 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 

Our two-day collection at Morrisons on the 29th and 30th March raised £1,340 
which is an excellent contribution to this year’s events.  As ever shoppers were 
very generous.  Many thanks go to all who spared the time to collect for an hour 
or two, making the event a truly joint effort.  
On Saturday September 15th we will be holding a tea party in our village hall 
from 2pm to 5pm, so please make a note of this date and support us if you can.  
It will be the only event to be held in Eardisland this year and we hope to be 
selling Hospice goods, including the ever-popular reduced price Christmas cards! 
Hope to see you there.    

Dorothy Brown 388389.   

mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL REPORT  
 
Following an appeal in the last magazine a number of new volunteers have come 
forward to join the committee and have been welcomed with open arms.  
However we would still like to have more helpers to share the (not particularly 
heavy) load, particularly to bring forward and run events and to help with 
administration. We also urgently need a trustee to act as Treasurer. 
 
Our next project is to brighten up the hall with new paint – we already have a few 
volunteers, but it will be a big job, so anyone with a few hours to spare who 
would like to help will be made very welcome (there may even be tea and cake)!  
Possible dates will be published on the website shortly or contact Caroline on 
cmarsden@freeuk.com. 
 
Finally, many thanks to the E-team, who despite the miserable weather gave us a 
really lovely show of spring bulbs and flowers in front of the hall.  Sadly all too 
brief as a couple of hot days faded them, but that colour made so much 
difference. 

 
 

Caroline Marsden, Eardisland Village Hall Management Committee 
 

 

 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE SHOW 

 
For the full schedule please see the parish website. 
 
 
Children’s Event 
There will be a children’s event on June 9th at 2pm 
in the Village Hall. This will give the children 
chance to complete their show entries ahead of 
schedule to save any last-minute panicking! 
  

mailto:cmarsden@freeuk.com
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 
1. A vacancy has arisen on the parish council. The council has been given 

authority to co-opt a new councillor as electors did not request an election. If 

you’re interested in being considered as a parish councillor, please see the 

notice on the parish notice boards or ring the Clerk, details below. You will be 

asked to speak for 2 minutes at the meeting on 24 May to explain what you 

can offer the council and the parish. 

 

2. If you’d like to be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the 

website (eg. PC agendas and minutes), please sign-up on the home page. If 

you want to get your event highlighted on the website, please email the Clerk 

on eardislandclerk@gmail.com or ring 07789 322771. 

 

3. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in March 

and April: P180641/F, Cornhill Poultry Farm, Kingsland, HR6 9PZ – Demolition 

of existing life expired poultry houses, and replace with two modern poultry 

buildings, with ancillary structures such as feed bins, etc – Resolved to 

support and comment: application is in conformity with Eardisland NDP policy 

E15, though site is within neighbouring parish. P180370/F, Wisteria Cottage, 

Broome Lane, Eardisland – Proposed change of use of an existing mobile 

home for holiday let accommodation – Resolved to support and comment: 

application is in conformity with Eardisland NDP policy E17. Noted 

P180160/K, Arrowbank Caravan Park, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Re-pollard 16 

Popular trees – Works to trees can proceed. Noted P172884/F, Upper 

Hardwick Farm, Pembridge, HR6 9HE – Proposed change of use of general 

purpose agricultural buildings into a B8 self-storage facility (24 shipping 

containers) – Approved with conditions. Noted P173956/F, Hanger Poultry 

Farm, Shobdon Airfield, HR6 9NR – Alterations to existing poultry site 

namely: demolition and rebuilding of one poultry unit, demolition and 

erection of new gate house and new access track. Noted P174648/F, Shobdon 

Farm, Shobdon Airfield, HR6 9WD – Proposed erection of a gate house to 

serve existing poultry unit – Approved with conditions. Noted P174682/FH, 

Homeleigh, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed alterations and extensions – 

Refused. Noted P174770/FH, Old Shop House, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – 

Proposed demolition of existing garage and construction of new oak framed 

mailto:eardislandclerk@gmail.com
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garage. First floor extension to rear of property and erect picket fence to 

front of property – Approved with conditions. P180767/F, Arrowbank 

Caravan Park, Eardisland, HR6 9BG – Retrospective reconstruction of 

reception area and offices and associated works – Resolved to support with 

the following points and caveats: lighting on gable end must be removed and 

other lighting at ground level should be used that does not impinge on local 

area, otherwise application not in conformity with Eardisland NDP policy E6; 

disappointed that applicant did not ask for permission in correct manner, 

which would have allowed full and proper consultation; expect to see 

condition that office building is for use as office space connected with 

business only. P180894/F, Land at Eardisland, HR6 9BW – Proposed new 

dwelling (alternative design to approved, re: NW00/3287 and N120512/AM) – 

Resolved to support and comment: supporting because existing permission 

and this an amendment to existing plan; condition that temporary 

construction access is via Burton Lane and not School Lane/Church Road; as 

permanent occupied dwelling on site will increase vehicular traffic over 

School Lane and Church Road, council trusts that condition of roads is 

considered by applicants and road repair included in work; condition required 

for construction work 7.00-18.00 Mon-Fri and 8.00-13.00 Sat only, no working 

Sundays or bank holidays. P180898/F, Toad Hall, Eardisland, HR6 9BE – Carry 

out repair works and install replacement windows following fire damage – 

Resolved to support and comment: responding to application for Ruscote, not 

Toad Hall, as building known by this name, postal address is Ruscote and all 

documents for the application refer to Ruscote. Noted P180523/K, 5 Green 

Elms, Eardisland, HR6 9BL – Fell conifer tree – Works can proceed. 

P180190/F, White Swan, Eardisland, HR6 9BD – Proposed bed and breakfast 

accommodation comprising of 6 en-suite bedrooms within a detached 

weatherboard annex – Amended plans – Resolved to support under Minor 

Planning Matters Policy. P181361/K, The Bungalow, Eardisland, HR69BN – 

Proposed works to Ash tree (T1) – fell because of excessive shading and it is 

progressively leaning towards parking area – Resolved to support provided 

landowner consents to the work. P181117/F, Folley Farm, Broome Lane, 

Eardisland, HR6 9BS – Proposed steel framed side extension to existing 

building for the use of storage – Resolved to support. 
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4. The planned parish council meetings for 2018 are as follows:  21 June, 19 July, 

6 September, 25 October, 22 November. Extra meetings will be held if 

required to meet deadlines for response to planning applications.  

 

5. All meetings, both planed and extra, are advertised on the parish notice 

boards and the website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 
Alison Sutton, Clerk to Eardisland Parish Council 

 
 

W.I. SECRETARY'S REPORT 

12th March Geoff Morris brought to us "Fruit Tipples". It was an interesting talk 
on his business of making "Fruit Tipples" from locally sourced fruits. He talked 
about the three varieties he had brought and we were able to sample each one. I 
had to do the vote of thanks and managed although feeling euphoric! 

On 9th April, Sheila Henderson from Co-op Estate Planning, gave us an insight 
into "Tax Care & Toy Boys". She covered Prepaid Funeral Plans, Wills, Trust 
Provision, Tenants in Common, Joint Tenants, Trust in Lifetime, Care Fees 
payment and Lasting Power of Attorney amongst other topics. She explained all 
of the above and answered numerous questions from members who were in 
attendance. 

In May we are going on an outing to Westonbury Mill & Water Garden leaving 
the village car park at 2p.m.  I will pray for a sunny day and report the event in 
the next issue. 

On 11th June at 7p.m. in the village hall committee room, Rebecca Edmonds is 
bringing us "Hypnotherapy the Power of the Mind" and on 9th July there will be a 
garden party and quiz at the home of Ruth & James Miller the time to be 
decided. 
Visitors will always find a welcome and newcomers to our village do not be afraid 
to give us a try. 

Mavis Tantrum (Secretary) 
01544 387972 
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 

Thursday 10th May – Ascension Day 

10 am Holy Communion Kingsland 

 

Sunday 13th May 

9.30 am Morning Prayer to include 
Collection for Christian Aid 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 20th May - Pentecost 

9.30 am  Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 27th May – Trinity Sunday 

9.30  Holy Communion with visiting 
celebrant & preacher Canon 
John Simpson 

Eardisland 
 

 

Sunday 3rd June 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 10th June 

9.30 am Morning Prayer Eardisland 

 

Sunday 17th June 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday – 24th June 

9.30 am Holy Communion  Eardisland 

 

Sunday – 1st July 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 
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FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 

 Thank you to all who decorated the church for Easter, it 
looked splendid! Thank you too to Edward, Helen and 
Rosabelle Simpson for bringing along your Shetland 
Pony for our Palm Sunday Procession through Eardisland 
(along with donkey ears). We had such fun that day and 
it will be remembered for a long time. 
  
After Easter we honoured Aline Gardner in a service at 
Hereford Crematorium. She had been a dear 
housebound member of the Church with a deep and 

sincere faith. She lived her life with JOY (Jesus first, others next, yourself last) and 
I for one will miss her kindness.  
 
Last Sunday we met at Lower Cross Farm near Mortimer’s Cross for our Rogation 
Service and asked God’s blessing on the weather (!!!), the land, the crops and the 
orchards, the animals, those who work on the land and their families. Everything 
is held together in a fine balance and we pray for God’s guidance as times change 
and systems change around us.  
 
The period after Easter was a time of handing over from Jesus to the disciples, to 
those who were left to carry on his work. After that great trauma of his 
crucifixion Jesus restored, healed those who had entered into grief and despair 
and had run away. He promised them the Spirit and told them to stay together 
and to pray, and then a new chapter happened and has been happening ever 
since…. we call it the church and it is those who endeavour to follow the Risen 
Christ in their own lives and where they live.  
 
In the few days after this magazine arrives in your home it will be Christian Aid 
week, and the Church is supporting the nationwide appeal and encouraging 
others to do the same. You will read elsewhere in the magazine how you can do 
this.  We may have heard in the news in the last months how some of the aid 
agencies have been failing in their systems and hopefully bringing this to light will 
hold them to account and change what happens. It does not however mean that 
these agencies do not do an enormous amount of good in parts of the world that 
are out of our reach and deserve our support. 
 
The Primary School has retained its OUTSTANDING status for its Religious 
inspection carried out just before Easter. Your Eardisland Governors are Wendy 
Priday (who does an amazing job as chair of governors) Beryl Hoda, and Shelley 
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Connop. They are always willing to hear your comments and at the moment to 
hear your thoughts on how effective the Christian Ethos at the school is.  
 
I am glad to report that after 7 months being chauffeured by members of the 
church and community I have finally regained my driving licence and am behind 
the wheel again. A BIG THANKYOU to those who have helped me during this time 
and I look forward to being more mobile !! 
 

All good wishes 
Rev Julie Read 

 
 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
 
Christian Aid Week 2018 falls between 13th and 19th May and the theme this 
year is ’Together we’re stronger’: stronger than the storms and the unimaginable 
disasters that have hit some countries. We shall be having a collection in church 
on 
Sunday 13th May. However it maybe that some of you won’t be in church that 
particular Sunday, or are not regular 
churchgoers anyway but would like to give. So between 13th and 20th May there 
will be Christian Aid envelopes in the back of the church. If you feel you would 
like to give something do take an envelope or just ask me for one and then just 
put it through my door at Arrow Lawn or I will be happy to collect it from you.  
On behalf of Christian Aid - a big thank you. 

Beryl Hoda 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

Revised Opening Hours  
 
To ease the pressure on our current volunteers, we adjusted the opening hours 
of your shop during the winter months, closing at 3pm on Monday to Saturday 
and 1pm on Sunday. We are now back to normal opening hours but with the 
holiday period approaching, we need more volunteers in order to continue with 
this service. 
Shifts are one hour long and there is no need to do the same shift on a regular 
basis. Just one hour a week, when you can fit it in would make a huge difference. 
Full support is available to anyone who would like to give it go. The till is easy to 
use and you can always ‘buddy up’ with one of the regular volunteers to start 
with.Please contact us via eardislandshop@gmail.com  or leave your details in 
your community shop, without obligation. 
 
We would once again like to thank all our current volunteers for their help and 
support especially during the recent bad weather. 
 
The Internet is Here!  
 
Your Community Shop is now fully equipped with free ultra-Wi-Fi! Please feel 
free to bring your tablets/devices to use during your shift. 
 
Marquee  
 
The shop has purchased a 12 x 6 metre marquee. This will be available for hire to 
any group or individual in the Parish or surrounding area providing certain terms 
and conditions are met. Please leave a message in the shop or use the above 
email for further details. 
 
AGM 
 
To be held on Wednesday 6th June in the committee room of the village hall 
from 7.30pm. Please use the side entrance as the main hall will be occupied. All 
are welcome, but only shareholders have the right to vote. Shares can be 
purchased on the night at £10 each. 

 
ECS Committee 

 
  

mailto:eardislandshop@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
Eardisland bowls club had a slow start to the season due to bad weather 
conditions, no bowls were played on opening day or the Tuesday after, so 
bowling commenced on Saturday the 28th of April with a friendly triples match 
against Bromyard, which Eardisland won 84-70. Eardisland continued on a 
winning streak at home by scoring 66-60 over Weobley in a friendly match but 
losing their first Hereford men's league match to Martins away 49-32. 
 
Welcoming new members this year to include young Charlie Fosbrook aged 11, 
Reg and Sue Curtis also Sue and Alan Richards as social members. 
Eardisland bowls club will always welcome new members, club nights are 
Tuesdays at 6pm please bring flat shoes if you wish to play (bowls can be 
provided). 

Doug Tantrum 
01544387972  

 

 

FOUND ON TRIPADVISOR 

 
“We visited Arrow Bank caravan park in the snow 2 weeks ago. My husband 
called into this pub for a quick couple of pints, what a real proper pub this is. 
Great landlord, really welcoming bar staff and very friendly locals. Add to this, 
the Simpson’s beer brewed on the premises makes it a MUST to visit if you are in 
the village. Went back 3 more times in our 6-day stay and will be going back 
again for sure!!!   
 
Visit the lovely church grounds if you are in the area, a beautiful Church and a 
lovely little shop run by the amazing community.  
 
I have to say, the village were having a get together the following Sunday for little 
picking, I couldn’t see one bit of litter in this village, not even a cigarette butt... 
what a beautiful village and a pleasure to visit. I wish all places were as lovely as 
Eardisland. The people that live there are just so lovely, very friendly. Xx” 
 
Tripadvisor is an internet site that publishes reviews on hotels, restaurants and 
attractions. 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The In Bloom team were happy to be back together in the first week of March, 
but certainly expected to be working in slightly warmer conditions by the first 
week in May! 
Nevertheless the weather has at least remained suitable for gardening and we’ve 
managed to get on with a number of jobs. We’re delighted with the spectacular 
display the daffodils and tulips have put on around the village, particularly along 
the front of the Manor House wall.  
Work has started on the second phase of the landscaping project outside the 
dovecote and should be completed by the end of May, including the introduction 
of two new planters filled with herbs.  
Many thanks to everyone involved in the annual Plant Sale on 12th May. There 
are too many to name but to the ladies who baked and helped in the kitchen, to 
those who served front of house, please take a bow. A particular big thank you to 
Wendy Cross for her magnificent cake and produce stand. What would we do 
without you? 
Finally thank you to all those who came along and supported the event, it was 
great seeing nearly 30 people outside before the doors even opened and nearly 
everything we had to sell sold. Oh, if you’re interested we made £663.40! 
 
Litter Pick – Heroes and Zeros! 
 
This year’s litter pick was one of the best supported ever with 23 parishioners 
helping out. Special thanks go to Ben, Bryony, Harris, Richard, Rita, Hugh, Martin, 
Kathy, Ronnie, Jo, Peter, Elaine, James, Emma, Rob, Charlie, Leah, Jane, Ollie, 
Emily, Anna and Rosemary.  
We estimate that around 6 miles of roads, hedgerows, recreation space and 
ditches were cleared, with 16 very heavy black sacks filled with a wide variety of 
rubbish.  
A special mention for Rob Wilde; he collected up many of the heavy bags in the 
back of his vehicle, and to Ben Woodcock who went that extra mile by bagging 
up the rubbish for recycling.  
It was such a shame we were badly let down by Balfour Beatty, who should have 
collected the bags within 5 working days. Despite 3 chase up calls by Ben and 
myself, the promised collection still did not take place and it was only after we 
contacted Cllr Roger Phillips that the bags were collected within 24 hours, but 
this was 27 days after the litter pick! 
Why does Herefordshire Council encourage such community action if it isn’t 
followed up via their contractor B.B.?  

Phil Milchard &     Chris Watson 
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EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 
On 7th April, thirty-four willing and efficient people in the village hall made short 
work of preparing a thousand poppies for Poppy of Honour, a national 
remembrance event.  I know that this result was much appreciated by Poppy of 
Honour. For the thirty-four concentrating on writing tiny and tidily within a tight 
deadline, the tea and biscuits provided were equally appreciated. 
 
A number of people joined the Private Harry Smith walk in late March organised 
by the Parish Footpath Officers and we hope some time in May to ‘open’ the 
memorial gate west of Broom Farm.  We plan to be joined by some members of 
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment Association, which will have made a significant 
contribution to the costs.  Come along if you have the time and inclination. 
 
Also upcoming is the opening of Private Thomas Cook’s gate on the 
Pembridge/Kingsland boundary reached via Lyme Lane: pick up a Thomas Cook 
guide from the shop or from Rita’s.  The overall distance is 16 miles and you 
might want to stop at the Riverside Inn in Aymestrey on the way round, or even 
arrange to get picked up at the pub if you have limited time or the energy to get 
back home in time for tea. 
 
We have a kind volunteer who keeps the brass plaque on the Warren Clowes’ 
gate shiny and we would really appreciate interest from parishioners who might 
likewise clean memorial plaques at regular intervals.  There will be a few in the 
built up area of the village and others further afield, but in all respects 
manageable within a reasonable walking distance.  Anybody who feels able to act 
as a custodian for walks - especially if they feel an affinity with the respective 
fallen soldier - might help by checking out the state of the right of way and the 
cleanliness of memorial waymarks.  This would certainly make a worthwhile 
contribution to the whole project.  
 
To date the village E-Team has installed our memorial gates which includes 
design, planning, and providing the right tools; such as an adze, and manpower 
resources. A local contractor with requisite skills is hired especially for each job.  
Of course the team is busy throughout the summer and thus not always 
available. It could be that maintaining a suitable tempo for the project requires 
manpower assistance.  If you can help, please get in touch. 
 
The village hall has been booked for the night of Friday 9th of November for a 
WW1 supper event.  We will have a suitable menu and makings based on meals 
served to British soldiers in Flanders in and out of the line. What we don’t have 
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are volunteers to plan the event in detail, do all the cooking and guarantee its 
success. Help! 
 
Anybody interested in taking part will please write to 
contact@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk or drop a note into the post box at the 
Dovecote which includes a phone number or contact details.  This similarly 
applies to those willing to help and support Eardisland Memorial Walks in any 
way. 

 

mailto:contact@eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk
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WHY DO OUR BELLS TOLL? 
 
I’m Geoff Cowling and I took over as Bell Tower Captain at Eardisland earlier this 
year. Eardisland church has a really excellent set of 8 bells thanks due to the 
efforts of Les Evans back in the 1950s. I visit many churches throughout 
Herefordshire and besides my love of campanology my other interests include 
church architecture especially the construction of tall arches and towers often 
built back in the 14th century. Unsurprisingly I am often seen admiring church 
roofs and stonework whilst others are ringing. That said, my military background 
(I flew fighters in the RAF) also draws me towards war displays honouring the 
fallen that many churches have highlighted throughout the centenary of the 
Great War.  Our church has done this very well. 
 
Eardisland saw 13 of it’s brave young men not come home from that War, a very 
large number for a small community 100 years ago meaning that each and every 
one must have been affected in some way. Whilst we continue to salute all of 
these 13 heroes every Remembrance Sunday I would also like to remember them 
individually as well. I have therefore begun to toll a bell for each at Noon on the 
anniversary of their deaths for the number of times representing years of their 
lives. I am proud to be able to remember each of these courageous men in this 
way, having read their epitaph before I begin. If you hear a church bell tolling, 
slowly and solemnly, I would ask you to also spare a moment of thought to also 
remember our fallen Eardisland heroes, perhaps even reading an epitaph from 
the display in the church. 
 
At Noon on 30th May we will remember Private William Edward Jones, an 
agricultural worker who enlisted in 1917. William experienced the horrors of 
trench warfare before sadly killed in action the following year, aged just 19 years.  
Never forgotten. 

Geoff Cowling 
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SOME HISTORY Of EARDISLAND 
 

1598 Four Documentary References 
     This topic was introduced in the second half of my last contribution to this 
magazine, in Issue number 166. 
      It started with comment about the parish boundary in 1598 compared to its 
present day position and saying that with two documented exceptions there is no 
reason to suggest  that the boundary then, 1598, was not very much as it is 
today. 
It then detailed and commented upon the first of the two documented 
exceptions, but space available to me in the magazine precluded the recounting 
of the second reference. 
      The second reference is a brief extract from Jakeman and Carver Directory 
1890: 
25th March 1884. An Order under the Divided Parishes Act came into force under 
which detached parts of Eardisland were amalgamated with Dilwyn and 
Weobley. 
      Norman Reeves on page 134 of “The Leon Valley. Three Herefordshire 
Villages. Kingsland, Monkland and Eardisland”  Phillimore & Co. Ltd. 1980, gives 
more detail: 
Some changes in the parish boundaries took place in 1884 when by a Local 
Government Board Order (No. 15,956) Upper and Lower Barewood were 
transferred to Dilwyn and a detached part of the parish was added to Weobley. 
The area of the parish is now 3,633 acres of land and 23 of water. 
      Earlier than both of these references  is the Tithe Map and Apportionment 
Schedule, 1844 and 1842 respectively. This map has been used in forming a 
diagram, which shows the parish boundary as it then (1844) was,  including the 
detached part to the South-West of the bulk of the parish. A copy of it can be 
made available on request to gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 
      But to return to the year 1598. 
      In this parish in 1598 babies were born and baptized, people were married, 
and people died and were buried. 
      Records of these events were, or should have been, written into a Parish 
Register. Such registers had been introduced in1538 by Thomas Cromwell, chief 
minister of King Henry VIII. The surviving register for Eardisland starts from 25th 
March 1614. Whether or not there ever was an earlier volume, which has since 
gone missing, must remain a matter of conjecture. 
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I have four documentary references specific to the Eardisland of 1598. 
 
      The first of these is an Indenture dated: 
                    the fifteenth day of Maye in the 
               ffortieth Year of the reign of our Sovereign Ladie Elizabeth by the grace of 
God of England Ffrance and Ireland Queene defender of the faith etc Betweene 
Roger Vaughan of Kynsley in the Countie of Herefforde esquire now the Lorde of 
the Manor or Lordshippe of Erslande in the said Countie one thon party and 
Nicholas Deyos of the paryshe of Ersland aforesaid gentleman on the other party 

Witnesseth that the……. 

      This records that the lord of the manor of Eardisland was Roger Vaughan of 
Kinnersley, also in Herefordshire, not very far away to the south-west. 
      Eardisland was one of four manors within the boundary of the parish of the 
same name, the others being Burton, Hinton and Twyford. 
      Surviving Court Rolls evidence that in 1598 Burton, Hinton and Eardisland 
were still being administered under the traditional manorial system. Twyford 
Court records are not extant, but Twyford was still being referred to as a manor 
when it was sold in 1630.  
      Roger Vaughan had held the lordship of Eardisland since 2nd December 1595 
and continued to do so until 12th October 1598 when he sold the manors and 
lordships of Eardisland and Pembridge to Sir Gellie Meyrick, Kt, steward to the 2nd 
Earl of Essex, who held them on behalf of the noble Earl. 
      The other party to the Indenture was Nicholas Deyos of the parish of 
Eardisland. The Deyos family had been here since, at very least 1576 when there 
is mention of: 

The now dwelling house of John Deyos called the Nunn House 
      This wording  means either that John Deyos previously had lived somewhere 
else in the parish but by 1598 was at the Nunn House, or refers to the fact that 
the Nunn House had, not that many years previously been  a ‘House’ of Nunns (a 
Cell of Limebrook Priory, as indeed had been the case) and before the Dissolution 
of the Monasteries not anybody’s dwelling house in the usual term of the words. 
      That the family was still at the Nunn House in 1598 is almost certain for in 
1637 there is mention of: 

John Deyos gent owner of the Nunhouse 
      Although not with certainty the John Deyos of 1576, a person of that name 
was buried here on 8th December 1614. 
      However, these dates for the two Johns Deyos leave room for Nicholas Deyos 
to have been the son of the first mentioned John, father of the second one. The 
parentage of Nicholas is not proven, but that he was the father of a son, also 
John, is certain, for near the end of the Indenture is mention of: 
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maude the new wife of the said Nicholas Deyos and to John Deyos their sone 
      There is insufficient detail in the Indenture to establish the ages of, or 
anything else about Nicholas, Maude and John (the son) in 1598. 
      The essence of what the Indenture witnessed ie. set out in detail, was that he, 
Roger Vaughan, granted a lease to Nicholas Deyos of half an acre of arable land 
which was within his lordship of Eardisland. A detailed description of its position 
then follows: 
      …on (sic) half acre of arable land p’cell of my said manor or lordship, sett, 
lieinge, and being in a field there called the weastefeilde, between the demaines 
Land there called mill Gobbette, and the Millponde, north and south, & stretching 
from the pasture of Richard Price to foreste acre there, easte and  weaste 
sometimes parcell of the coppiehoulde landes of Thomas Houlden deceased, but 
now the landes of the said Nicholas and in his present possession with my 
watermill in the foresaid Erslande, and all rentes……. 
      Even a superficial reading of this paragraph establishes that the watermill 
referred to was further out of the village, to the west, than the more modern 
“Upper Mill” , nowadays “Mill House” close by the Dovecote to its west. 
      I am in the late stages of preparing a Paper for publication Watermills on the 
River Arrow in the parish of Eardisland . Anybody interested will be welcome to 
an e-copy. 

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 

 

 

Bridge and Pigeon House, Eardisland. VH Lines 1942 © Victoria and Albert Museum 

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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COMMUNITY SPIRT PAST AND PRESENT 

 
I bumped into Harry Davies again in Morrisons recently. His is a name that will 
perhaps be best known by those parishioners of long standing in the village. He 
and his wife now live in Leominster and he was delighted to tell me that they had 
recently celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary and received a card from the 
Queen. 
I was fortunate to interview him in 1993. He was then the gardener in Arrow Lawn 
and he was happy to reminisce about his memories of growing up in Eardisland in 
the 1920s and 1930s. He had such detailed recollections of operating the cider 
press in the barn in Arrow Lawn, that we were able to include him describing this 
when we made our third film about Eardisland’s social history a few years later. 
When I met him recently, Harry was as sprightly and chatty as he was 25 years ago 
when I first met him; he is now 98 and must be the oldest living Eardislander.  
The beauty of talking to someone like Harry and others  with deep roots in an area 
is that it is possible to build up a picture of the social life of a place, over time for 
which there may be no other written details. For example, who was in the cricket 
team in 1930? Who was the shepherd who lived near Lynch Court? Who ran the 
shop on the river bank? Where was the village reading room? What were the 
teachers like? Who ran the village garage? The stories told  meld with each other 
producing a fascinating picture of what it was like to have been living through a 
particular period enabling us to see the changes which have occurred and learn 
more about significant personalities of the time. 
 
Harry was born in 1920 in Bearwood but at the age of two came to live in 
Eardisland. He said, 
 “On leaving school, I worked for a long time in Burton Court when Mrs Clowes was living 
there. Her husband had died in 1925 and her son in 1918. She was considered quite a 
disciplinarian by some, but I always found that Mrs Clowes was alright with the men and the 
boys but she didn't get on so well with the women and girls on her staff. She led them a 
pretty dance.. There was Joe King and me taken on about the same time as youngsters; she 

In 1993 an oral history group was formed in Eardisland. The aim was to try to uncover stories 

and memories from those who had some longstanding connections with the village. 

Eventually more than 50 people were interviewed and from their recollections we produced 

our book ‘Eardisland: an oral history’. Whilst the method of oral history is questioned by 

those who require reliable or credible written sources, we worked on the principle that to 

see the world through the eyes of those who were ‘key witnesses’ to events would give a 

fascinating picture of a lost time. One of those interviewed was Harry Davies whose 

memories, taken in conjunction with those of many others, enabled us to gain insights into 

changes in village life for which there were few written sources.  
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never called us by our names but always referred to us as  ‘my two boys..' She was tall and 
could ride a horse, too. She was the main stay of the church...always took the front seat.” 
(Others told us how she always placed flowers in memory of her son in a wall vase on 
arrival). Harry said, “It was sad to see her after the war in decline.. I went back there but only 
stayed about twelve months... in the last months of her life in 1949 she lived on nothing but 
fruit..” 
 
Harry was at school in the village until he was 14 when he went to Burton Court to 
become a gardener there. He had vivid recollections of the school and the 
Headmaster, Tom Wood. He said  
 “It was Tommy Wood, the school master who got me my first job up there, five shillings a 
week, in 1934. Before that, when I used to go to school I used to milk three cows, night and 
morning with Mr Williams, up here. I earned three shillings a week and my tea. I did that 
from about the age of 11 until I went up to Burton Court.  There was a lot of grass to cut. 
We had mechanical mowers, but before the Atco came, when I used to go up there on a 
Saturday morning, washing the greenhouses out, they used to have a horse with padded 
shoes, pulling a mower about…We grew a lot of vegetables. We always used clamps for 
potatoes and carrots. We stacked them up in a small tump put some straw over and 
gradually built up the soil all over. Anyone who had a cellar would keep them there, we did 
at Burton Court. But if you didn't have a cellar, then you used a clamp…Of course for keeping 
things really cold we had ice boxes in Burton Court, full of big blocks of ice, we had that 
brought in. So they killed their own sheep and stored the meat.” 
 
Harry was a keen sportsman. It certainly came as a surprise to me in 1993, having 
lived in the parish for 18 years to learn from him and others that there had been a 
large sports field in Burton Lane where cricket, football, bowls and tennis had been 
played for many years, certainly whilst Harry and his friends were growing up. 
Subsequent research uncovered the fact that cricket was first played there in 1866. 
Many of the names that Harry recalled of his team mates through the late 1920s, 
30s and 40s would re-appear in other contexts as the research of the oral history 
group developed so that we could see their roles and significance in village life.  
Initially, the team first known as ‘The Burton Court Cricket Club’ drew players 
mainly from the Clowes family (who first set the club up) and members of the local 
gentry and landowning class, (as evidenced by examining the score book for the 
1870s). In the 1930s it had become ‘The Eardisland Cricket Club’. Then, players 
were drawn from within the village and locality. Among the names Harry 
mentioned were 
 “Frank Rogers – who was in service in Burton Court; two Holts, father and son, who were 
gamekeepers in Sytches lane; Mr Robertson, head gardener at Burton Court;  Harry Mewies, 
whose family ran the White Swan; George Kay, who ran The Cross Inn; Jim Kington, a farmer 
at Grove farm. Tom Wood, the school master, was captain for many years and was a very 
good bowler”.  
Harry himself opened the batting. 
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Recalling those days, Harry said,  
“There was an old pavilion under the Lime tree on the Burton Lane pitch. It was there for a 
good many years, until just after the war, I think. Then they pulled it down; we had our tea 
in there and there were places to keep your bats and gear; and the Bowling Club members 
used it too. Mrs Clowes generously supplied the teas on Saturdays; she’d send someone 
down in a cart with a load of wood to make a fire to boil the kettle for tea”.  
 
Our research group subsequently discovered that the pavilion almost certainly 
came from an old stable block building in Burton Court that was demolished 
around the time the Clowes family arrived in 1862/3. Parts of it were installed as a 
pavilion by 1904; there is a photograph showing it. 
Harry recalled that 
 “The last three to play for The Burton Court CC were myself, John Smith and Bill Griffiths. I 
remember one match when we were playing there, I was only about 12 or 13 perhaps and I 
was always the last one in, the boy always came in last.  I was in with George Kay, he was 
the publican then of The Cross, and he was quite a good cricketer, and we were playing 
against Lingen and we wanted 30 odd runs to win.  I kept blocking and blocking and blocking, 
and we eventually won by one wicket. Old George always remembered me after that; I didn't 
get many runs.. I might have made one or two at the most..”   He added, “There were some 
good bowlers in the team; apart from Tom Wood, there was Dennis Goulding and Wilfred 
Webb, two fast medium bowlers; Holt as well .. Old Nash, he was a googly bowler; he could 
toss one up so that it pitched, stopped and looked at you…he took a good many wickets like 
that.. I seem to remember that Mr Greenough, at Staick House, used to run a cricket side on 
a Bank Holiday in  Kingsland.” 
 
Harry said, 
 “I played until I was 42... The work got a bit too much by then…I was still playing in the 
1950s and into the 1960s. I stopped about 1962.Then the club gradually died out.  There 
weren't many young ones joining..There was myself, Bill Griffiths, the two Kay brothers, 
Tommy Rimmer, Allen Lewis, Bill Blatchford, he was wicket keeper and a good one too. His 
wife Mary was scorer. My friend John Smith played a bit before the war, but not much 
after...”  
The interesting thing about Harry’s comments regarding the decline of the club 
after the war is that the very same problem arose following the most recent 
reincarnation of the cricket club between 1998-2010. It thrived whilst the older 
generation was prepared to organise matches, teas and club finances; it declined 
as soon as those players left the club with insufficient younger people coming to 
fill their shoes.  Interestingly, when a match to celebrate 100 years of village cricket 
was played in 1996 on the original pitch, Harry, then 76, agreed to take the first 
ball, bowled by his old friend and team mate, Bill Blatchford. It marked the rebirth 
of village cricket for the next 12 years. 
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Harry recalled, too, that there was once quite a successful Football Club in the 
village and Eardisland played in a local league. But he said 
“There's only a few people I can remember as played: Jim Taylor, Arthur Davies, Tom Morris, 
the two Jones brothers;  they used to play on the Lyons Orchard , behind the bungalow, 
where the Bowling Green is now.”     He explained, “I started playing football in 1932… I was 
only making up the team then, I was only a boy. They put me in when they were a player 
down like, and my shorts would come down to my knees! I had the man’s shorts on.. We 
played against local teams but some further away such as  Dolyhir, even went to Rhymney 
Valley in South Wales.. We used the pubs to get changed in. The Club had been in existence 
some time when I started playing.  It finished off sometime before the war, I think. Tom 
Morris was a very good goal-keeper, especially for a small village...But it all finished when 
war came. It was run from The Cross... The sports field was ploughed up.”  
Interestingly Harry didn’t have any knowledge of the tennis club that also operated 
on the sport’s field although there is a photograph of tennis being played there in 
about 1904. 
 
Harry recalled some of the characters of his youth. 
“There was ‘Cabbie’ Williams; he used to do all the carting from Kingsland railway station, 
including the library books to the school. Then there was old Mr Gransmore, who owned the 
garage in the village. He used to mend anything, such as  old saucepans, kettles, anything... 
people didn't use to throw things away like they do now...Things began to change after the 
war… people who run shops now are not like they used to be. We had two main shops in the 
village, one run by the Stead family  in the centre of the village and one on the river bank, 
run by Mr Harvey. They stocked everything you wanted or needed… They'd open at half past 
six in the morning if you wanted something, now shops don't open till nine o'clock regardless 
….I remember when Harvey was there, we used to get a lot of lolly pops in those days and I 
don't know whether they had been rescued from a flood  and had got  a bit washed but he 
used to give all us boys these lolly pops….they used to treat us really well, Harvey and 
Stead...old Mr Harvey used to call every boy 'Joe', that's how he got the name ‘Joe’ Harvey; 
that wasn't his name at all; but he was a decent auld boy. He organised Cocoa Concerts to 
raise funds for the school to provide pupils with cups of cocoa at break time.  And after Mr 
Harvey came ‘Pikey’ Jones who was always fishing in the river. We also had a bit of a 
butcher’s shop run by Leslie Bagley, that was where the old Blacksmith's shop was, opposite 
The White Swan”. 
  
Harry remembered another character named ‘Snowy’ Mond. 
“He was a shepherd at The Lynch who sometimes played for our cricket team if we were 
short.  He was a bit of a jack of all trades, including poaching. Then there was old Stan 
Williams; he used to run a bike shop in the village…He used to keep all the spares and keep 
us going, up behind where the garage was. He used to work on odd jobs round the Burton 
Court estate. I think he cut hair as well.  Then there was John Smith whose dad had a 
smallholding at West End; I was great pals with him when we were at school. He was always 
looking for business even then. There used to be an old postman’s hut up by the entrance to 
Lynch Court owned by the Glazebrook’s, and there was a little orchard along the left hand 
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side of the road ...a lot of trees there now. Well, there was a postman's hut in the far corners 
where the postman used to come to have his bait; he used to ride a bike in those days, and 
John Smith took it over and he used to sell garden seeds; then he turned it into a bicycle 
shop; then he brought it down to his place in the finish; he used to have an eye to business 
when he was a boy…He went on to have a successful Apple business.  There were some 
characters in those days. There was Ranter Jack, an old  boy who lived in the mill. I used go 
down to help him lift the bags on the pulley there sometimes; he was almost blind, but he 
ran the mill and he used to keep a couple of pigs in the back here. Eventually he got so bad 
they had to take him to the workhouse in Weobley. And of course we had two AA men: Mr 
Williams used a bicycle and Harry Gittoes used a motor cycle and was based at Legion 

Cross.” (It was Mr Gittoes who rescued the AA box that is now on display by placing 
it in his garden when he got wind that it was going to be demolished).  
 
Harry explained that he made use of the Reading Room (once the old Grammar 
School, on the bridge). This was converted into a village facility by Mr John Clowes 
of Burton Court, in 1876. It continued in this use until 1936 when he sold it. Harry 
said, 
 “I remembered using the old Reading room quite often. There used to be steps up from the 
road to the top storey; we used to go up to play whist or anything like that … we never 
gambled; there'd be club nights when we’d just play cards and have a chat. Tommy Wood 
and lots of others including the vicar, used to go up there for that purpose. In the school days 
we had cookery classes up there once a week… That's where Tommy Wood told me off when 
we were playing whist... I revoked, see – failed to follow suit - and he took three tricks off 
me and said “that's the best way to learn-'' I'll always remember that- it was a social thing- 
my friends the Holts used to go there. We boys weren’t much interested in reading…we 
preferred the games.” 
 
Harry was called up in 1939 and served throughout the war. He explained, 
 “I was away for seven years for war service. We joined the territorial, some of us did in 1938, 
and when we got called up we thought we'd all be together...I was called up with Frank 
Smith of the Leen in Pembridge. We went down to Abergavenny first, then we went to 
Ireland after a couple of months, then we came back after nine months, back to Monmouth 
Race Course, in 1941. Then we went to Colchester. London 56 division, we went to Bazzra, 
twelve weeks at sea, right round the Cape and up the Gulf. We were there about 5 months 

and then up to the 8th Army, for about 6 months; then across to Salerno” (In September 
1943, Salerno was the scene of Operation Avalanche, the invasion of Italy launched 
by the allies). “Then, we went to the Bridge at Anzio. We were at the bridgehead for a 

couple of months”. (The battle of Anzio took place from January 22nd 1944  to June 
5th  1944 ending with the capture of Rome). 
“Then on to Egypt for a rest then back to Italy.. seven and a half years.. Single men were 
always the last to get out. We signed on for another twelve months, and got sent back to 
Woolwich...that's where I finished up… with the Artillery, we were the first regiment to have 
the 25 pounders...  I remember some of the men killed in the second war from the 
village...There was Stanley Farmer. He was quite a bit older than me and young Buster, as 



31 
 
 

we called him, Donald Barrington (also known as Clayton). He was the first to go; a 
wonderful sportsman, full of life...he was a boy in the Navy, he was the first to go from 
Eardisland… a wonderful young fellow he was... into everything…He went down with his ship 
in the channel”. 
Like so many men involved in war Harry did not wish to go into further detail, but 
recalled how on returning to Eardisland he went back to work at Burton Court, but 
left in 1949. 
 
He said 
“When I left Burton Court in 1949, I went to the Arkwright’s at the Court House. They used 
to be agents for Burton Court. Then I worked for Glazebrook's and Mrs Levick, at Lynch Court. 
Of course I kept pigs… in the old days they had a man to kill the pigs in the village..most 
people kept a pig. Later I came here to Arrow Lawn”. 
 The views expressed by those we interviewed between 1993-95 on topics such as 
the school teachers who taught there provides a fascinating rounded picture of 
their character and significance. Tom Wood arrived at the age of 21 in 1901. He 
was there throughout his career until he died in 1940. Mrs Davies his colleague 
arrived in 1914, married to the local postmaster in Adlen House (now Rita’s 
tearoom) retired in 1948. It is apparent that for some Tom Wood was a strict but 
fair disciplinarian who was a fine teacher (with classes of over 50 in some years). 
For others his strict approach caused unhappiness and fear. There seemed 
universal agreement that Mrs Davies was loved by everyone. For Harry, Tommy 
Wood was a hard but memorable teacher. He said 
 “I remember the caning he used to give out- he was strict; he  was a good disciplinarians 
and he took part in everything, especially the cricket and bowls; he used to go in the pub and 
the vicar would go in there and drink with him- they were great mates, him and the vicar, 
Rev Birley..Yes, Tommy Wood was a real Edwardian character, a moustache, breeches and 
long stockings...he was a fit man, keen sportsman and he kept bees.. I used to help him with 
the bees sometimes- he was friendly. We’d get on alright..we boys used to get caned by him 
for misbehaviour and he didn't always have a very good name at the time by some, but 
looking back, when you leave school you think he was a good auld boy. The one we used to 
like was Mrs Davies. Mrs Annie Davies. She used to teach the infants. She was more like a 
mother to us a bit kinder.. we always used to call her Annie, of course  not to her face like… 
     We had other teachers... there was Elsie Mainwaring, (probably an assistant in training)  
she was there.. She had these long red pencils and you used to get one in the back, you 
know...every so often if you messed about and it didn't half hurt too. She was there for 
several years…”  
It was only long after Harry had left school and Tom Wood and Mrs Davies had 
died that there was a great change in the turnover of teachers and the eventual 
sad closure of the school in 1979 for lack of pupils. 
 
The stories and memories of events recalled by Harry were taken in conjunction 
with those of over 50 people so that we could gain a rich picture of what life was 
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like in this very rural Herefordshire village from the turn of the twentieth century. 
One respondent was 101 when interviewed and so could recall being in school 
here in 1895 with teachers no one else could have known. Taken together they 
revealed how patterns of life, work and play had changed. Once, even in Harry’s 
young years, Eardisland was an almost self-sufficient community; few people had 
cars; train and bus journeys of any distance were rare. Shops, the school and small 
holdings and agricultural work were at the heart of village life. In addition to our 
interviews with people like Harry Davies we obtained some written documents 
(newspaper articles for example) old parish magazines and the WI Book of 1956. 
Photographs and other memorabilia came to light in the course of interviews 
which added depth to our research. 
 
There is, as we acknowledge, always a question about the validity of oral testimony 
– how reliable is it? But we acted on the assumption that everyone’s comments 
are valuable, whether or not they were chronologically accurate: (was it 1930 or 
1931 when Eardisland was bowled out for 30?). What they tell us is what people 
felt to be important and how things appeared to them in terms of community 
values. Through memories of teachers, vicars, publicans and landowners different 
facets of their personalities are revealed. The result is like piecing a jig saw puzzle 
together producing images of more rounded personalities.  In this way we gained 
a picture of social and economic changes over time and those who had played roles 
in village life. Photographic evidence (old postcards have been a useful source) 
indicates some changes in the environment, (the mills have gone, as have old 
shops, post offices and the village garage). Contemporary ones now show new 
housing estates that are well established, as is the thriving caravan park, the 
Dovecote shop and various new businesses. 
 
In our research, the oral history group was not proceeding in a nostalgic way for a 
golden past, rather we wished to see how changes that occurred in day to day life 
were recalled and perceived by people of different generations. Harry’s memories 
remain an important source of information regarding people and places in 
Eardisland that he experienced going back to the 1920s. He indicates a lovely sense 
of community that seemed to exist around the school, the shops, the sports’ field 
and the personalities, in a time when people generally made their own 
entertainment. Fortunately, there is strong evidence that it continues to thrive 
today but perhaps manifesting itself in different ways to how once it did. It is 
impressive to think that there are now at least 20 organisations operating in the 
village which must serve to bind us in to a thriving community with many 
opportunities to meet and share our own recollections and thoughts about ever 
changing village life. 

Paul Selfe 
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SPRING SUNLIGHT LEVELS IN EARDISLAND 

It has certainly seemed a dull (only in light levels note!) March and April in Eardisland. 

How do impressions match my actual measurements, given my usual provisos? All figures 

below using Kilo Watt hours/day (Kwh/d) monthly averages: 

  2017 2018 2018 compared with 2012 – 17 average  
Feb    3.6          6.0 121% 
March  7.7 6.8 78% 
April  12.2 9.5 76% 
Total                 23.5 22.3 92% 
 
In March I reported that February 2018, with an average daily production of 6.0, was the 
brightest February I have yet measured. However, March and April’s figures tell a 
completely different story. 
The figure for March ’18, @6.8 kwh/day, equals the lowest figure I have ever recorded for 
this month, last seen in March 2013. April’s was even worse: @ 9.5 kwh/d it has shattered 
the record for the lowest April light levels, @ 10.9 kwh/d, last seen in April 2012. The 
figures for March and April 2018, when compared with the 2012 – 2017 averages, @ 78% 
and 76% of the 6 year average respectively, show that it has been an exceptionally gloomy 
couple of months.  
At least in early May, and when writing this, the sun has been shining and temperatures 
are responding, as is plant growth, accordingly. The 2012 – 2017 average for May is 
13.8kwh/d. Let’s hope we can reach that figure or, even better, surpass it and leave the 
relative darkness behind. 

Chris Watson 
 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 
The cold weather persisted into March with daytime  temperatures recorded at -2  to 
highs of 11 C, snow returned with 6 to 8 inches at the beginning of the month and 6 inches 
on the 18th, a total of 107 mm of rain ( 4.2 inches ) was recorded, barometer pressures 
ranged from 29.00 to 30.2 river levels ranged from 12 inches to 50 inches on the 17th. 
The weather in April showed a gradual improvement with temperatures ranging from 7 to 
23C, mid-month ( a taste of summer ) but returning to 9 C, by the end of the month, the 
total rainfall was 88mm (3.46 inches), barometer pressures ranged from 29.1 to 30.00, 
river levels remained high at 44 inches at the beginning of the month but fell to 13 inches 
by the end. 
The equivalent rainfall for 2017 was March 61mm (2.4 inches) and April 11mm (0.43 
inches ) . 
Nature -wise a merganser was spotted with chicks on the 21st of April, the pair of 
moorhens have disappeared but a pair of red -legged partridges have joined us, the birds 
are beginning to nest after a long winter and still a lack of otters and mink. 
 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House 
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