
1 
 

 

THE EARDISLAND PARISH MAGAZINE 
 

NOVEMBER 2018 
 

ISSUE 170 
 

 

 
 

Eardisland – December 2017 



2 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ON 11TH NOVEMBER VILLAGERS MARKED THE DAY, HOUR AND MINUTE WHEN 

THE ARMISTICE CAME INTO EFFECT, 100 YEARS AGO 
 
Officially, the Great War was brought to an end by the formal signing of The 
Treaty of Versailles on the 28th June 1919.  
 Our small, highly trained professional army deployed to France and 
Belgium as the British Expeditionary Force in September 1914.  It fought gallantly 
and well: it slowed the enemy advance, but was overwhelmed by huge numbers 
of enemy troops and material, resulting in the loss of 100,000 men.  At home, 
during September and October, more than 200,000 volunteers enlisted in the 
‘New Armies’.  A Territorial Force organised after 1908 could support the regular 
army but was restricted to home defence until it became possible for individuals 
to volunteer for foreign service.  Small regular units already existed in the 
Dominions, where larger number of volunteers began to be trained; while the 
Indian Army was already made up of regular and well-trained soldiers.  Their 
divisions began to deploy in France in September 1914.  Conflict ensued across 
Europe, the Near and Middle East; Asia and the Pacific region; and Africa. 
Conscription began in 1916: traditionally un-British, it became necessary as war 
progressed owing to the high number of casualties. It became policy and practice 
not to differentiate between regulars, conscripts and volunteers – what mattered 
was ‘doing your bit.’ 

Of the 8,375,000 British mobilised, 702,410 were killed: about 1 man in 
12. In Eardisland, we have a ‘Roll of Honour’ listing 114 names. On the War 
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Memorial, for the First World War, 13 names are inscribed. These men all had 
some connection with our village. Each did his bit – and more. Here’s how: 
Harold Speke lived at the Cross Inn. He joined up at the outbreak of war, aged 
just 15.  When his age was discovered he was discharged, but he re-joined in 
1917.  He trained in Shropshire and went to France a month or so after 
completion.  He joined his battalion then engaged in a critical phase of the Battle 
of Passchendaele, during weeks where constant rain and heavy shelling created 
vast quagmires on the battlefields. As an assault began on the mostly destroyed 
Passchendaele village, Harold was shot in the head and died four days later, aged 
18.  He is buried close to where he fell, in Lijssenhoek Military Cemetery, 
Flanders.  
 
Rudolph Morris lived across the road from Harold Speke at Porch House, now 
Manor House. His father fixed bicycles in the smithy. Rudolph was 27 when the 
war began, and worked as a gardener in Warrington. He joined the local regiment 
and went to Palestine to fight the Turks.  Tasked as a ‘bomber’ (a grenade 
thrower), he was wounded and evacuated, needing considerable time to recover.  
He returned to his unit, which by then had re-deployed to the Western Front.  
While assigned to the regimental team of stretcher bearers during an action at 
Coucy Le Chateau, Rudolph was among 13 men wounded (19 were killed) when a 
British artillery barrage fell short.  He died from wounds inflicted on 2nd August 
1918, and lies at St. Sever cemetery near Rouen. He was 31 years old.  
 
Warren Peter Clowes, known as Peter or Pat, lived at Burton Court.  His father, 
Colonel Peter Clowes was the last Lord of the Manor and held by the village in 
high esteem.  Young Pat played alongside local children before attending 
Wellington School and the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. He was gazetted to 
his father’s regiment in 1915.  During 1916 and 1917, Pat was involved in several 
actions in France, including delivering messages between headquarter locations 
on the battlefield while serving as a Divisional Galloper.  On 30th March 1918, 
while leading his men in order to support troops dug-in under heavy artillery fire, 
Pat was killed just as he reached their position.  He was 20 years old.  He is 
commemorated in Eardisland Church and rests in Fouilley Cemetary, Department 
of the Somme.  
 
George Roberts was born in 1895 and lived in Church Lane, working on several 
local farms. George’s brother also served in the War, as did two cousins, who 
were both killed in action.  George enlisted in September 1914 - less than a 
month after the Declaration.  He underwent basic training and joined one of the 
Service (New Army) battalions in Marlow, which was forming ahead of 
deployment to France.  Sometime ahead of embarkation, George became ill, and 
in June 1915 was admitted to Queen Alexandra’s Military Hospital in Millbank, 
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London.  On 5th July 1915, he died of paratyphoid, exacerbated by tuberculosis.  
He was 20 years old. George’s grave is set by the buttress on the south wall of St 
Mary’s Church.  
 
Stanley George Hughes, born in 1897/8, lived at Little Broom, two miles from the 
village up Broome Lane.  The family came from nearby Eyton.  Stanley enlisted 
into the Army in London; his regiment joined the British Salonika Force which 
deployed to Macedonia, then in Greece, in October 1915.  Stanley was part of an 
Anglo-French effort to support the Serbian Army, which was under attack from 
German, Austro-Hungarian, Turkish and Bulgarian troops. The campaign faced 
severe winter challenges and endemic diseases - especially malaria - during the 
following summer, and again in 1917.  Initially evacuated due to wounds received 
in action, Stanley additionally became a victim of malaria and died, aged 20, in 
the 18th Stationary Hospital on the 23rd July 1917.  He lies in Lahana Military 
Cemetery, Greece.  
 
Harry Smith was born in 1885 and lived in Orchard Cottage. He became a joiner, 
and settled in Leominster with a wife and two children.  He enlisted in 
Abergavenny after 1916: he might have been conscripted, but as a father of two 
with a key job he could have avoided serving, suggesting that he might have 
volunteered.  The defining Battle of Amiens – the beginning of the end of the 
War – began on the 8th August 1918.  On that day Harry was further north in the 
Lys Salient.  He was killed in action during fierce fighting in the early hours.  Harry 
was 33 years old and is commemorated at Loos Memorial. His family continued 
to live in Leominster.  
 
John Charles Morgan, born 1891 in Burrington, lived at Shirl Heath Farm in 
Kingsland.  He attended Eardisland School before working on the farm. He 
enlisted in Welshpool, later joining a Pioneer Battalion.  Trained as infantrymen, 
Pioneers were firstly labourers occupied with the multiple tasks required to keep 
an Army in the field. On 26th August 1917, in a working party of four, he and his 
colleagues were killed by shellfire near Ypres.  His Commanding Officer wrote of 
John that,  
“he was a fine example of a soldier and a great favourite with everyone. He was 
buried in a proper military ceremony behind the line and the funeral was 
attended by nearly all of his Company.”  John was 26. He lies in a cemetery near 
Ypres. 
 
John Herbert Davies, born 1890, lived at Lower Burton Farm. He emigrated to 
Canada with his brother Carl in 1911, to farm in Saskatchewan. They both joined 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force in December 2014.  Arriving at Avonmouth in 
March 1915, John’s battalion embarked for France in August. His unit was 
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involved in every Canadian battle during the War, with record numbers of 
decorations. In June 1916, John was fighting in the Battle for Mount Sorrel on 
critical high ground behind Ypres. High numbers of casualties were suffered, due 
to German bombardments and successful but costly Canadian counter attacks.  
Following consolidation of Canadian gains, John was reported missing on 14th 
June; soon after confirmed as being killed in action. He was 26 and is 
commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres. 

 
William Webb was born in Kingsland and grew up on the family farm at Shirl 
Heath. He joined the Army in Leominster at the outbreak of the War.  William 
landed in France in May 1915, and probably served with a horse transport supply 
team.  At some later stage he became an infantryman. In March 1918, the 
German Army mounted their ‘Spring Offensive’, steadily recovering ground lost 
in previous years until Allied counter-attacks halted the enemy’s advances. 
Casualty numbers were extreme. Much of the action took place around River 
Somme crossings, particularly on the last days of that month. William was killed 
in action on 31st March. He is commemorated at the Pozieres Memorial in Albert.  
 
John Lewis was born in 1883. Records suggest he lived in the Roundhouse in 
Lower Burton before moving to Jubilee Cottage in Upper Hardwick around 1900. 
He worked as a Waggoner.  Conscripted in 1916, he married three months later.  
John joined his battalion in Egypt the following February, in training for an 
offensive to drive Turkish forces out of Palestine and capture Jerusalem. During 
the Third Battle of Gaza, John was involved in serious, often hand to hand, 
fighting to seize approaches to Jerusalem, which was held by an enemy well-
equipped with artillery and machine guns. Having made progress in the fight to 
take high ground, the Turks counter-attacked and John was amongst those killed 
in action, aged 34, on the 6th November 1917. He is commemorated in Jerusalem 
War Cemetery.  
 
Ernest Morris was born in King’s Pyon. By 1914, he was living at The Grove in 
Staunton on Arrow.  He volunteered in that year, aged 22. Like several other 
soldiers named on the War Memorial, he joined a New Army battalion.  It arrived 
in France in May 1915, and deployed later in the month to the Flanders region 
near Ypres, which experienced some of the worst fighting in the War.  That July 
saw the first use of gas as a weapon, and Ernest would have experienced its 
presence on the battlefield, if not its effect. On 8th August, Ernest received a 
gunshot wound to the thigh, and on 11th August 1915, he died in a military 
hospital in Etaples, France.  He was 23 years old, and lies in Etaples Cemetery.  
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Thomas Cook was working as a messenger boy in Eardisland in 1912, aged 14. 
Born in Yarpole, his father died shortly after his birth, and Thomas went to live 
with a relative in Kington.  Having enlisted in the Army in 1913, his unit was 
deployed to eastern England to build defences against the threat of invasion 
when war broke out a year later.  In July 1915, Thomas embarked with his unit on 
SS Euripides bound for Gallipoli.  He stayed on board until arriving at Sulva Bay on 
the 9th August, and was among the first to land on the beach, contested by 
enemy fire.  He was soon wounded and evacuated to a field hospital, where he 
died on 10th August, aged 18 years. Thomas is commemorated at the 7th Field 
Ambulance Cemetery in Gallipoli. 
 
William Jones was born in Bearwood, then part of Eardisland parish, in 1891. He 
had a brother and sister, and moved to Dilwyn around 1901. He enlisted 
sometime after 1915; unfortunately, further details are unavailable.  We know, 
however, that he joined a pioneer battalion, and was in Flanders during the 
German Spring Offensive in March 1918. His battalion had reverted to its infantry 
role.  On 30th May, William’s company was deployed in defence near Chambrecy, 
endeavouring to hold and maintain an important road. That afternoon, the 
company came under intense machine gun fire, which forced all its sub-units to 
withdraw. In that action - in all probability - William Jones was killed, aged 19. He 
lies in Chambrecy Cemetery. 
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EDITORIAL 
 
I thought it appropriate, for this edition, to commemorate the fallen in the first 
World War, ended 100 years ago. I am grateful to Hugh Vernon for his work on 
this. 
 The Craft Fair was a great success and now seems an established part of 
village life. Excellent work all round – the report is on page 22. 
 The Cross Inn is about to re-open and I hope to write something in the 
next, January, edition. 
 I wish to thank publicly all those who have contributed to the magazine 
and its distribution over the last year. Without your efforts there would be no 
magazine. 
 Finally, I wish you all a Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

Chris Bivand 

YOUR CHRISTMAS MESSAGES 
 
• To all my friends and neighbours: 
wishing you a very Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year. Jo Watson. 

• Kathleen and Barry Freeman wish everyone a very 
happy Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New 
Year. 

• Richard and Rita Kirby wish everyone a very happy 
Christmas and a happy, healthy and peaceful New 
Year. 

• Annette, Jerry, Abbie and Tristan Blyth would like to 
wish all their friends and neighbours a joyous 
Christmas season. 

• Ruth and Chris send seasonal greetings from Arrow 
Bank to all our friends in Eardisland and around.  

• Peter and Dorothy Brown send to everyone their best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

 

Donations to good causes include: Royal British Legion, St 
Michael’s Hospice, Age Concern, NSPCC, National Autistic 

Society, Alzheimer’s Society, Cancer Research, 
MacMillan Cancer Support, Guide Dogs for the Blind, The 

Red Cross, SSAFA and Water Aid. 
This item will be rested next year. Ed. 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Thursday 22nd November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 19th December Carol Singing, page 15 

Sunday 23rd December Carol Service, page 16 

Friday 4th January 2019 Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 10th January Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 18th January Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 14th February Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 1st March Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 14th March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 15th March Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 18th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 3rd May Magazine Copy Date 

Thursday 16th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 17th May Projected Magazine Distribution 
Thursday 27th June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 5th July Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 19th July Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 25th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 5th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 6th September Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 20th September Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 24th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Friday 1st November Magazine Copy Date 

Friday 15th November Projected Magazine Distribution 

Thursday 28th November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

 
Regularly: 
 
Share a Care – last Thursday of the month 
 
Please note that the magazine is normally distributed around two weeks after 
the copy date, if all goes smoothly. It may be the case that the time scale is 
longer than this. If you wish to advertise an event, please bear in mind that it is 
generally better to advertise well in advance and put a brief reminder nearer the 
date. 
 
For the latest information on events (or cancellation), please visit the Eardisland 
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk  

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE 
 
1. The children’s allotment off Burton Lane has been closed as the lease has 

come to an end. The PC is in full support of continuing the children’s 

allotment on a new site, possibly as part of a community garden, and 

continues to encourage activities for children within the parish.  The leader of 

the children’s allotment project is looking at possible sites for a new 

allotment, so if you have an area of land that could be used, please contact 

Ben Woodcock. 

2. The Feasibility Study Working Group on the future of the village hall is waiting 

for advice from Herefordshire about whether the planning authority would 

support work being done to extend the hall or to replace the hall on an 

extended footprint, if these options were supported during the forthcoming 

community consultation. Offers of four different plots of land have been 

made informally. These sites will form part of the forthcoming community 

consultation, once the Feasibility Study Group has received drawings and 

costs for options for the current hall from the architect, along with a ballpark 

figure for a new build on one of the 4 sites. It is vitally important that the 

Study Group and the PC get as much feedback as possible about the various 

options, whether you are in support or opposed to any extension/new build. 

So please complete and return the questionnaire when it comes out to you.  

3. In the meantime, the PC has been given 4 free bicycle stands through the Life 

Cycle UK scheme. These will be sited at the village hall, hopefully by the end 

of the year. 

4. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk. The new email addresses for the Councillors and 

Clerk are available on the new parish council website.  

5. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to 

be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (e.g. PC 

agendas and minutes) on the community website, your details have been 

added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the 

Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.  

6. The parish council receives numerous complaints about dog fouling and has 

now put up notices under the Public Spaces Protection Order. Removal of 

http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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these notices without the consent of the parish council will be considered as 

vandalism and followed up. 

7. Most dog owners in the parish are responsible. Please support the initiatives 

by continuing to pick up your dog’s faeces and encouraging those dog owners 

who do not. In a positive move to encourage dog owners, dispenser boxes 

with free dog poo bags will soon be provided in various places for those 

owners who find they do not have a bag with them. In addition, the shop has 

a supply of dog poo bags to buy. 

8. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in 

September and October:  P182960/FH, Homeleigh, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – 

Proposed garden storage building – Resolved to support. Noted P182247/K, 

The Cross Inn, Eardisland, HR6 9BW – False acacia (T1) fell because root 

system affecting drainage system and lifting patio slabs (low amenity value) – 

works are allowed. 

9. The planned parish council meetings for 2018 are as follows:  Thursday 22nd 

November. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications. The first meeting in 2019 will be on 

Thursday 10th January.  

10. All meetings, both planned and extra, are advertised on the parish notice 

boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LoveInTheCountryside@boundlessproductions.tv 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Mark & Sally Hicks 
The Elms 

Eardisland 
Herefordshire 

HR6 9BN 
 

22nd October 2018 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Sally and I would like to register our sincere thanks and gratitude for all the 
messages of sympathy and support Sally received after being assaulted on the 
footpath in one of our fields.  

Happily, Sally is fully recovered but remains a little apprehensive about 
entering the fields unaccompanied and has no plans to take our grandchildren on 
the nature rambles they enjoyed so much.  

The Footpath Wardens, the Community Shop, the Parish Magazine and 
the Parish Council were quick to offer support in both verbal and practical terms 
as were numerous villagers who phoned or visited Sally in person.  

The footpath was quickly cleared of dog mess and signs were erected 
providing guidance on the correct route of the path and reminders on users’ 
responsibilities. Both responses were very much appreciated.  

Unfortunately, and disappointingly, the signs were cut down and 
discarded by somebody within 24 hours, which demonstrates that some people 
do not seem to agree that as owners of the land we too have rights with regard 
to the paths.  

In light of the vandalism and criminal damage we are proceeding with 
our plans to fence off the footpaths from their surroundings.  

Thanks once again to all who voiced their concerns and offered support. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 

Mark Hicks 
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EARDISLAND TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
Summary Report: Annual General Meeting, Thursday September 13th 2018 
 
27 people either attended the 2018 AGM on 13th September at 7.30pm in 
Eardisland Village Hall or had requested their apologies to be recorded. The 
Minutes of the AGM of 31st August 2017 were accepted as read. The Treasurer’s 
Report noted that the closing balance in the bank was £1301.21 – almost £300 up 
on the closing balance of £1003.75 at the 2017 AGM.  In her Review of the Year, 
the out-going Chair emphasised that for the second year running the healthy 
state of affairs outlined in the Treasurer’s Report was due to the huge support 
from the community (including residents of Arrow Bank Holiday Park and local 
businesses) in supporting and helping to organise the major ETA fund-raising 
event of the year: a cheese and wine evening held on Saturday 7th April 2018. 
This event had netted a total of £641.00. These healthy finances had enabled the 
Association to make a donation of £172.00 to cover the Eurotunnel costs of the 
Kingsland C of E Primary School visit to La Vieille Lyre in November 2017. This has 
been widely reported on in both the Eardisland Parish Magazine and by the 
school and was a highly successful visit which has left the children with life-time 
memories. The children’s visit to La Vieille Lyre had been assisted by an earlier 
coffee morning hosted by the ETA on 16th September 2017 and organised in 
conjunction with the school. This had raised over £600 net, all of which had gone 
directly to the budget for the children’s visit. The support from the village, local 
businesses, Arrow Bank Holiday Park and the school community had been 
overwhelming. There had possibly never been so many people attending a coffee 
morning in Eardisland Village Hall! This year’s ETA weekend visit to La Vieille Lyre 
(26th-29th May 2018) had also been very successful for the nine (self-funded) 
travellers involved. A report of the visit had already been printed in the July 
edition of the Parish Magazine, but at the AGM full thanks were once again 
extended to our French friends who had made the weekend such a memorable 
one. Articles 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the Constitution were updated. The updated 
Constitution will need full approval at the AGM in 2019. The Committee for the 
current year was elected: Elaine Harper and Alan Pryce are continuing, 
respectively, into their third and second years on the Committee and Judy Porter 
was elected unanimously for her first year. Grateful thanks were extended to 
Chris Bivand, Ruth Brinton-Bivand and Liz Lever who stepped down. Roles for the 
new committee were to be decided at the first meeting of the new committee 
when both requests for members to be co-opted and initial plans for the return 
visit of our French friends in 2019 were also to be discussed.   

Ruth Brinton-Bivand 
Out-going Chair, Eardisland Twinning Association, ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com 

 07773 706147 
 01544 388375 

mailto:ruthbrintonbivand@gmail.com
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THANKS 
 
On behalf of the new committee I wish to thank Ruth for her long service to the 
Eardisland Twinning Association. Many in the village have appreciated functions 
on behalf of ETA, summer 2017 celebrating an official 10th anniversary, and last 
autumn saw a very successful trip to La Vieille Lyre by the Eardisland children at 
Kingsland school. As with all such village organisations much work goes on to 
ensure the happy outcomes we have seen. Ruth has worked tirelessly to this end. 

 
Elaine Harper  

 
EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP 
 
Plans for the festive season are in place and by the time you read this there will 
be a good selection of Christmas decorations, cards, wrapping paper and gifts 
available. Thanks go to Peter Atkinson for allowing his village show winning entry 
photograph to be used as this year’s Christmas card and special thanks go to Lynn 
Evans for the amazing job she has done in producing the cards! 
 
Opening Times for Christmas and the New Year are as follows: 
 
December 24th   8am – 12 midday 
December 25th    closed 
December 26th    closed 
December 27th    10am – 2pm 
December 28th    10am – 2pm 
December 279h    10am – 2pm 
December 30th    10am – 2pm 
December 31st   10am – 2pm 
January 1st    10am – 12 midday 
January 2nd onward  8am –    4pm 
 
The above hours are dependent on our wonderful volunteers.  
 
We would like to wish all volunteers and customers a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 
 

ECS Committee 
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EARDISLAND W.I. 
 
In September we went travelling (with our minds that is). Dave Barrie showed us 
slides of his many trips on the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway. He was one of the 
former persons to ensure that the 2’-gauge railway which was due to close (not a 
Beeching blunder) was preserved. It is now a World Heritage Site and he leads 
parties there most years. The slides depicted not only the railway but the 
wonderful scenery and particularly the way of life of the people along the track. 
We learned a lot and one of our members is going out there next year for her son 
and his wife's wedding celebration, so she found it most informative. 
 In October a local resident Carole Millin, gave us an insight into the 
"History of the English Language". It was interesting and funny in places too. We 
learned the origin of a few idioms such as "a clip round the ear", "decimation" 
and "drawing the short straw". Ask any member who I am sure will oblige with 
their gory origins! 

By the time this issue is distributed we will have had our Annual Meeting 
which takes place on 12th November and be looking forward to our Christmas 
Meal on 10th December. So, it only leaves me to say on behalf of the W.I. 
members, "We wish the joys of the Christmas Season and a Happy 2019". 

We are looking forward to the New Year in which we celebrate our 
100th anniversary. Our January meeting will be held on Monday 14th January at 
2p.m. in the village hall. We will be sharing a cream tea and members are asked 
to bring along their favourite poem or reading for this occasion. This will also be 
the competition as members will vote on the one that entertained them most! 
Come along, bring a friend, give it a go, make it your New Year's Resolution! 

For any further information please contact me, Mavis Tantrum 
(Secretary),  01544 387972 
 
VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
 
This will be my last report to you as Chair of Eardisland Village Hall Management 
Committee.  From October 2018 Carole Millin has stepped into my shoes as Chair 
but I am continuing to serve on the committee for the immediate future as 
Bookings Coordinator.  Carole has been hugely instrumental in bringing the 
committee procedures up to date and in researching and obtaining funding, and 
I’m delighted that she has agreed to take on the role.  Please give her all the 
support and help you have given me over the past few years. 
 In my term first as acting and then as duly elected Chair we have seen 
the completion of the toilet renovation programme and the redecoration of the 
main hall together with installation of blackout curtains and blinds.  This couldn’t 
have been achieved without help from multiple local volunteers and fundraisers, 
financial help from grants (Severn Waste, Awards for All, The Rowlands Trust and 
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The Prince of Wales’ Benevolent Fund) and from the Parish Council who as 
landlords contributed both the Parish Clerk’s time and resources and a 
proportion of costs.  Fellow Committee members have worked hard and given up 
a lot of their time to gather input from parishioners and translate it into action 
and I’d like to take this opportunity to recognise their considerable contribution 
to maintaining the hall as a centre of Parish life.  There’s also a significant amount 
of ‘behind the scenes’ work that goes on – from ensuring the supply of loo paper 
to spending hours getting the best deal on energy – for which they rarely get 
thanked so I would like to do so here. 

It has been brought to my attention that parishioners are asking about 
the role the Management Committee has in the Village Hall Feasibility Study 
currently being undertaken by the Parish Council.  In short, we don’t have one: 
our role is simply to manage the hall in whatever form as a community facility.  
The findings of the consultancy events undertaken by both the Committee and 
the Parish Council are now in the hands of the Study Group, on which we have a 
representative (Susie Curtis).  Further details can be obtained from the Parish 
Clerk, parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk .  
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

As you know Phil ‘the Disco’ our regular entertainer is not available this year and 
we have not managed to find a substitute within our budget (many acts were 
booked up a year ahead).  We’re still working on an alternative so keep your eyes 
open - keep an eye out for announcements/posters around the village and on the 
Parish website/Facebook page.  
 
CAROL SINGING 
 

Wednesday 19th December – meet 7.00pm by the Dovecote (Community Shop), 
bring a torch/lantern and a flask and of course your best voices. Songsheets will 
be provided. 
 
HALLOWEEN CEILIDH 
 

As a member of both the Hall Committee and the Village Band I can confidently 
say we had a lot of fun doing this, and we were delighted to welcome a group of 
5 very talented young musicians under the name Turned Out Nice Again to join 
us. Special thanks to all who helped so much to make the evening a success, to 
those who came spectacularly costumed and particularly to Andy Davies for both 
calling the dances and leading the music from his fiddle when our flautist fell ill 
and couldn’t come. 

And now – over to Carole! 

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk


16 
 

VILLAGE SHOW 
 

Merry Christmas from all the Eardisland Village Show 
team! 
 
We’ll be publishing the full schedule for 2019 in the 
March edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine, but 
as a ‘heads up’ there will be at least two new classes 
this year - “a flavoured gin” and “a cushion” (any 
material).  

Jo South 
 

KINGSLAND AND EARDISLAND HOSPICE FRIENDS 
 
It seems some time ago now that we held our tea party in Eardisland Village hall, 
but we were delighted and surprised to raise £818.80.  Equally pleasing was the 
fact that it was truly an Eardisland event, with great support from many of you, in 
various capacities, and huge attendance from the caravan park.  Alan and Martin 
spread the word and worked very hard on the day, so our grateful thanks go to 
you all. 

By the time you read this we will probably have held our last event of 
the year which is a pre-Christmas coffee morning at the Luctonians on Friday 
November 16th.  We hope this will be another successful event and in the New 
Year we can tell you the total raised for 2018. 

Again, many thanks to all who support us, in whatever way for this 
extremely worthwhile cause.                 

Dorothy Brown  
    01544 388389   

 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE WITH 
CHRISTINGLES AT 
ST MARY’S CHURCH 
 
On Sunday 23rd December 
 
At 6:30 pm 
 
ALL Welcome! 
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CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read. The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwardens   Beryl Hoda. Arrow Lawn, Eardisland. 
      01544 388131 
                                                Dian Cope. Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                      Richard Kirby  01544 388810  
Treasurer:         Mike Coleburn  01544 388486 
Organist:           Annette Blyth 01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:   Liz Lever  01544 388157 

 
St Mary’s Church, Eardisland 

 
On Saturday December 15th at 10:30 am the Christmas Tree will be 

ready to decorate! 
 

 
 

We invite all children and parents to come along for a fun hour to decorate 
the tree, and share mince pies, sweeties, coffee and cold drinks. 

Best wishes! 
from St Mary’s Church Community 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
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SERVICES AT CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND 
 

 
 

FROM REV. JULIE READ 
 
This time last year I was struggling back to health following surgery and missed a 
whole chunk of parish life. This year I was able to come along to the craft fayre 
which has grown and developed into another of Eardisland’s successes and thank 
you to the team who has made this possible and to all who gave their time and 

 

Sunday 11th November 

10.45 am Remembrance Service - 
Meet at the War Memorial 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 11th November 

6 pm Healing Service Eardisland 

 

Sunday 18th November 

9.30 am  Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 25th November – Christ the King 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 

Sunday 2nd December – Advent Sunday 

9.30 am Holy Communion Eardisland 

 
Sunday 9th December 

9.30 am Advent Taizé Service Eardisland 

 
Sunday 16th December 

 

Sunday 23rd December 

6.30 pm Carol Service with Christingles Eardisland 

 

Monday 24th December –Christmas Eve 

10 pm Christmas Eve Communion Eardisland 

 

Tuesday 25th December – Christmas Day 

9.30 am Family Communion Eardisland 
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skill to make such a thriving occasion. (despite the weather!!) Thank you, also to 
Esther Simpson whose great skill as a broderer with the Cathedral has made 
possible the new red altar frontal that will be used for the first time on 
Remembrance Sunday, and also for an inspirational white stole that was used for 
the first time on All Saints Sunday at the beginning of November.  
 Remembrance this year has marked the culmination of these years of 
remembering the 100 years since the end of the 1st World War. Thank you to 
those from Eardisland who have helped us enter into this most difficult chapter 
of our history with compassion and integrity. To know about the individuals from 
each village has helped and for those of us whose roots are in other counties, to 
look into our family histories and find out about those who served has been an 
important part of this. Those who came back often lived with dreadful memories 
that nowadays we would seek to help, but then were often locked away. 
Remembrance is important for our country and for ourselves and let it help us to 
live our lives today with sincerity and love in this world. 

The flexibility of the inside of the church means that special services are 
also possible and on the evening of Remembrance Sunday we are holding a 
Healing Service. This will be a time of quiet and reflection with a space for 
prayers and anointing. Many have found these type of services helpful and 
healing is not limited to cure of illness (though we do hold in our prayers those 
who need healing in their bodies) but Jesus said I have come that you might 
have abundant life (John 10.10) and we pray for freedom from the things that 
bind  - and that might be painful memories, or the need to forgive yourself or 
others. It is about being whole and well and if you are not able to come along this 
time, you might on another occasion for we hope to hold these services on an 
occasional basis. You may already know that the Taize services that happen at 
Eardisland Church have become a place where it is easy to pray and find some 
space to be instead of always doing. We will be having an Advent Taize on 
Sunday 9th Dec at 9.30am. 
 Then time to give thanks for the Birthday of the Prince of Peace and 
Lord of Life – Jesus. This year there is a Christingle element to the Carol Service 
on Sunday 23rd. It is 50 years since the start of the Christingle and children do 
enjoy the symbolic way of telling the story of Jesus – the light of the world. Do 
come and enter into the Christmas Celebrations in Church to remind us why we 
eat and drink and make merry. And keep an eye open for those who don’t have 
anyone to party with this year, or whose circumstances have changed. 
 

Every blessing 
Julie 
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100 CLUB 
 

If you are a member of the 100 Club, it’s time to renew your subscription ready 
for the first draw of the year at the end of January.  Volunteers will be visiting 
you soon to collect £15 (no increase!) which will give you the chance of winning 
one of 4 cash prizes in one of the monthly draws. 

If you are not a member, why not join us and help towards keeping our 
church flourishing?  New members are always welcome – and if you wish, you 
can hold more than one number to increase your chances of winning!  Some 
members even hold numbers for each of their grandchildren! 

If you wish to ‘get ahead‘ of the collector, cheques should be made 
payable to ‘Eardisland PCC’ and can be handed to any PCC member or dropped 
through my letterbox. 

However, this year we need to comply with the new GDPR rules, and 
in order for us to keep your contact details in case you win, we need your 
permission to do so. Please kindly tick the box below, cut the section out and 
send in with your cheque. If you no longer wish to be a member of the 100 Club 
your details will be automatically erased.   

If a collector comes to your house, then you will still need to give 
permission on a form for your contact details to be stored. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

I give permission for the 100 Club, St Mary’s Church, Eardisland to 
keep my contact details. 
 

Name:…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 
 
Address:…………………………………………….............................................................. 
 
......................................................................................................................... 
 
Telephone Number:……………………………………………………………………………….….…… 
 
Email address: ………………………………………………………………………………….…….……… 
 
 

Annette Blyth 
Arrow Cottage 

 01544 388241 
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EARDISLAND CRAFT & PRODUCE FAIR – A REVIEW 
 

Last year we were blessed with Storm 
Brian, this year Storm Callum dropped 
by; so far, the Eardisland Craft & 
Produce Fair has not enjoyed the best 
of the weather!  Thankfully, the 
weather conditions on the day were 
not as bad as had first been feared, 
and although we had heavy rain in the 
early morning, it had cleared by 
around 10.30am and even though it 
remained very gusty, it did stay dry for 
the rest of the Saturday.   By the close, 
a record 387 paying customers had 
passed through the door, producing a 
record profit of £2,441.27.   It does 
make us wonder what could be 
achieved if we had perfect weather 
conditions; one day who knows! 
 There were so many individuals who 
helped with this event who must be 
thanked.  We had 15 people erecting 

marquees on both the Wednesday and Thursday beforehand, then securing them 
with storm guys on the Friday.  Others helped with transporting tables, assisting 
stall holders to unload their goods, selling tickets, setting up the Church and the 
village hall, cooking breakfasts, providing morning coffees and afternoon teas, 
and the lunch BBQ.   We had teams of volunteers providing car park control, 
erecting signage, organising publicity, including a star spot on the radio, and then 
finally, 20 volunteers were involved in clearing the site for days afterwards.   You 
were all amazing - THANK YOU.   One special mention must be made of Wendy 
Cross, for her extraordinary produce stall, which had around 400 items for sale 
which were all her own work; quite outstanding! 
 Since the Show it has been pleasing to receive so many positive 
comments from stall holders, with many wanting to pre-book for next year.  
However, in fairness to all, bookings will not be being taken until a date, probably 
next March, is agreed. It seems the Eardisland Craft & Produce Fair is here to 
stay. 
 

Phil Milchard and Richard Kirby  
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A COMMUNITY GARDEN? 
 

At the last Children’s Allotment session 
and at the Parish Council meeting on 10th 
October it was agreed by all that the 
Children’s Allotment had been a success.  

Many people have said that it would 
be a shame if leaving the current 
allotment site ended gardening for the 
parish children. 

We’ve had some very kind offers of 
alternative plots in similar locations to the current one, but I feel that we now 
have an opportunity to involve more people and groups from the parish. 

An idea is to have a community garden which could be used by any group 
from the parish. This could be: 

 

• A plot somewhere centrally within the village to be enjoyed by as many 

as possible 

• Somewhere for vegetable beds, flower beds for cut flowers, herbs, 

perennials, fruit bushes and trees, seating or picnic bench, memorials, 

sculpture etc. 

• A focal point for organised children’s activities 

• A place for extended families and visitors to drop in and enjoy 

• A more central plot, encouraging more use 

• A space to be used by any community group for activities or meetings 

• Open for all to pick flowers, eat produce and do a bit of pottering 

• Encouraging social outdoor activity for all ages 

The Parish Council has agreed to discuss this idea at their meeting on the 22nd 
November. 
Would you or your group be: 

• Interested in helping set up a new community garden? 

• Able to suggest a plot of land that could be used? 

• Willing to contribute suggestions or ideas? 

If so then please contact me before the 22nd November at 
b3nwoodcock@gmail.com or  01544 388976 

Ben Woodcock 
 
  

mailto:b3nwoodcock@gmail.com
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EARDISLAND BOWLS CLUB 
 
After a superb end of season dinner at the Bush Inn organised by Beth Farndon 
the trophies were presented by the Herefordshire Ladies President Lynne Allen, 
the trophy winners are as follows: 
 
Open                               Gill Williams 
Men's                              Greg Farndon 
Ladies                              Gill Williams 
Matchplay                      Doug Tantrum 
Ladies 2 Wood               Mavis Tantrum and Susie Curtis 
Non-Winners                 Reg Curtis 
Pairs                                Greg Farndon and Norman Kay 
Under 18                        Thea Williams 
Bill Williams Triples      Wendy Powell, Phil Powell and Greg Farndon 
Tuesday League            Men:   John Moses 
                                         Ladies:  Barbara Kay 
Club player of the year:   Barbara Kay                 
 

Doug Tantrum  01544 387972  
 
LAST TRAIN TO TOMOROW 
 

A musical drama – Last Train to 
Tomorrow – remembering the first train 
rescuing children from Nazi Germany in 
1938, will be performed exactly 80 years 
later in Leominster Priory on Saturday Dec 
lst at 7.00.     
 The piece, composed by Carl Davis, 
tells the story of the Kindertransport in 
words and music, bringing to life the 
dramatic flight of over 10,000 children 
from all they knew and loved and their 

arrival to the safe haven and new life in the United Kingdom.  It will be 
performed by local choirs and school children. 

The rescue of children from Czechoslovakia was organised by Sir 
Nicholas Winton and it is his daughter Barbara who has invited the composer of 
the work, Carl Davis, to conduct his piece in Leominster as part of nationwide 
celebrations of the Kindertransport. 
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Before the performance there will be talks by Lady Milena Grenfell 
Baines, who herself arrived in Britain from Czechoslovakia on the 
Kindertransport, and Stephen Hales, OBE, CEO of Refugee Action.  They will be 
drawing attention not only to the 
massive endeavour undertaken to 
save so many children, but also to 
the Resettlement Scheme that is 
currently helping refugees, including 
children, from Syria to relocate in 
Herefordshire.    

An important link to 
Leominster for the Kindertransport is 
the memory of George Mendl who 
came to the town as a 16-year-old, was hosted by a local family, went to 
Leominster Grammar School, served in the armed forces and went on to become 
Master of the Stationers Company in London. If anyone remembers George, or 
the Beaman family he lodged with in Pierrepoint Road please get in touch with 
trishmarshleo@gmail.com . 
  
TICKETS available from TIC 01568 616460 cost £12/£5 under 18s. Profits from the 
concert will go to local refugee charities Refugee Action and People in Motion. 
For further information please search ‘Facebook Last Train to Tomorrow’.  
 

LUDLOW PUBLIC SPEAKING CLUB 
 
We welcome people who want to improve their communication and leadership 
skills. Whether it is for business, preparing for an event at which you have to 
speak, or feeling more confident about speaking in groups or at meetings. 
 Ludlow Speakers is part of Toastmasters International, a not-for-profit 
educational organisation. Our club provides a safe and supportive place to 
practise. We are located at the Ludlow Mascall Centre, Lower Galdeford, Ludlow, 
SY8 1RZ, with free parking.  Meetings are held on the second and fourth Monday 
in the month, from 7.20pm to 9.30pm.  It's free for guests and there is no need to 
book. 
 For more information, please look at our website:  
www.ludlowspeakers.org.uk, email us at  ludlowspeakerstoasties@gmail.com or 
call Jenny on 07956 218744. We look forward to seeing you.  

Jenny Bracelin 
Money Coach 

  

mailto:trishmarshleo@gmail.com
http://www.ludlowspeakers.org.uk/
mailto:ludlowspeakerstoasties@gmail.com
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LEOMINSTER CHORAL SOCIETY’S MESSIAH  
 
The Society will be performing Handel’s ‘Messiah’ at The Priory, Leominster, on 
Saturday 17th November at 7.00pm, accompanied by The Marches Baroque 
Orchestra, with Hilary Norris on harpsichord. 

Conductor: James Atherton; Soprano: Katie Trethewey; Alto: Sacha 
Fullerton; Tenor: Edward Rimmer; Bass: Jonathan Brown. 

Tickets in advance £10 from: Fletchers Newsagents, Broad Street, 
Leominster; Leominster Tourist Information Centre, Corn Square, Leominster; 
online via www.ticketsource.co.uk or from Choir Members. Tickets on the door 
£12; accompanied under 16s free 
Carols by Candlelight 2018  
 
LEOMINSTER CHORAL SOCIETY’S CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
 
The annual Carols by Candlelight concert at Leominster Priory will take place on 
Friday 21st December at 7.00pm. Conducted by James Atherton and accompanied 
by Hilary Norris at the organ, the concert will include Fantasia on Christmas 
Carols by Vaughan Williams, Tomorrow will be my Dancing Day by John Gardner, 
and O Magnum Mysterium by Morten Lauridsen, as well as seasonal readings and 
lots of carols for the audience to join in with. 

Tickets, at £7 (with accompanied under 16s free), may be obtained in 
advance from Fletchers Newsagents in Broad Street, the Tourist Information 
Centre in Corn Square or from www.ticketsource.co.uk/leominster-choral-
society. They will also be available on the door or from any choir member. 
 

A TRIP TO BRAZIL 
 

In March of this year, Ruth and I attended a 
wedding in Brazil – the son of a French friend 
and his Brazilian bride. Whist we have 
travelled fairly extensively over the years, this 
was our first visit to South America. Given 
that it’s a long and expensive trip just for a 
wedding, we decided to make something of a 
grand tour. Luckily, we found a specialist 
travel agent who was able to put together a 
package that included all the main things that 
we wanted to see and do. 
  The planning stage brought home 
just how large (in surface area) Brazil is – in a 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/leominster-choral-society
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/leominster-choral-society
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table of areas of countries, Brazil comes in at number 5, larger than Australia at 
no.6, and behind China at no. 4. This meant that most of the travel was done by 
internal flights, with occasional use of private cars. Safety was also an important 
factor bearing in mind that 2017 saw some 64,000 deaths through crime. 
However, it is true to say that we used our travel experience to good effect and 
didn’t encounter anything to worry about. That said, we were constantly 
reminded to take care and certainly not to go anywhere near the drug-ridden 
favelas (shanty towns, slums). 
 Brazilians are essentially a mixture of the native tribes, Portuguese 
conquerors and African slaves. This heady mix gives rise to a vibrant culture, 
expressed in the various festivals, carnivals, bright colours, loud music and a 
strong sense of laid-back fun. 
 The main centres of population we visited – Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, 
Salvador, Manaus all displayed an interesting mix of colonial buildings very much 
in the European style, imaginative modern architecture and signs of deep poverty 
and deprivation – a guide was essential to stay safe. The main tourist attractions 
were certainly busy with good-natured crowds. The famous statue of Christ the 
Redeemer (picture above) was especially impressive, despite crowds and clouds. 
 From Manaus we took a boat trip for four days along the river Negro in 
the Amazon basin – the confluence of the Amazon and Negro was close to our 
hotel. This was a fascinating four days, if a little tiring with very early mornings 
and late nights looking for wildlife at dawn and dusk. We didn’t see much. The 
larger animals keep away from humans and the abundant insect life is too small 
to see much from a canoe. However, the boatmen did catch a cayman (small 
crocodile) and fished for piranha, which provided part of dinner. The bird life was 
often brightly coloured, with various parrots and toucans. Our canoe, holding 16 
people, was over-run by squirrel monkeys on one occasion, seeking the bananas 
provided by the boatmen. 
 The tribal villages were just as David Attenborough would describe, with 
the Indians leading simple lives, living mainly off the forest. And did you know 
that Brazil nuts aren’t really nuts but seeds? I didn’t. The ‘nuts’ come grouped, 
always in odd numbers usually 11 or 13, in a very tough outer shell, a bit like a 
coconut. All-in-all, a fascinating voyage. 
 The Iguazu waterfalls lie on the boundary between Brazil and Argentina 
and are spectacular being the largest waterfall system in the world – so large that 
it took two days travelling both in Brazil and Argentina to see them properly. The 
spray creates a sub-tropical micro-climate, so there is an abundance of flowers, 
ferns and butterflies. 
 After three weeks or so it was time to return to Rio for the return to 
Heathrow. I wonder what the future holds for this wonderful, contradictory 
country. The latest election of a far-right President probably won’t help. 

Chris Bivand  
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EARDISLANDIANA 
 

An Alphabetical compilation of Events and Circumstances of historical interest 
Alphabet (i), part (iii) 

 
R…….  Rood Beam       High up on the west wall of the nave of the church is 

an ancient wooden beam. It has been suggested that 
this was the Rood Beam from pre-Reformation times, 
but expert opinion is that it is only a tie-beam, albeit 
of 15th or 16th century date. The architect who 
supervised the alterations in 1864-1865 referred to … 
two tie-beams of the fifteenth century roof… I have no 
record of what happened to the other one.  

 
S……. Screen                  A wooden screen is positioned across the nave of the 

church, towards the west end. The southern portion is 
modern, having been commissioned for the year 2000 
to celebrate the millennium. It was expertly designed, 
and made by Herefordshire craftsmen to complement 
and stretch the width of the nave as continuation of 
the north portion, which is of 15th century date. This 
was made as a Parclose screen for a chantry chapel 
which was in the far south-east corner of the nave. 
The present position of the old part of the screen is 
the fourth recorded; it is known also to have been 
before the organ (1864) and before being moved in 
the year 2000, across the Tower Arch, this being 
before the existence of the present glass screen there, 
which was also fabricated to celebrate the millennium. 

 
T…….Twyford              Twyford  was anciently one of four manors within the 

parish of Eardisland, the others being Burton, Hinton 
and Eardisland itself. The documentary record is 
sparse regarding Twyford. It was probably one  
of the manors granted by King William II (Rufus) to 
William de Braose of Bramber, Sussex, in 1091. A 
major fracas took place there in late 1370 or 1371, 
possibly the result of a long running minor dispute 
which culminated in an armed invasion by nine named 
persons from London, some with local names; but 
otherwise little information has come my way. In later 
years, by the 1630s, it is usually referred to in 



28 
 

conjunction with Broome, Twyford and Broome, and 
by this time it had ceased to be administered as a 
manor. Later still it is often Broome and Twyford  

                                         which is found in the records. 
 
U…….Unett family       Mrs Bayley Unett benefitted under the Will of Miss 

Anna Brewster of Burton Court [Codicil 5th March 
1808]…I request Lady Romilly, Mrs Davies of Cabalva, 
& Mrs Bayley Unett may each have a 5 guinea Ring. 

 
V…….Vicar of Eardisland   By 1172 Kingeslene was a Rectory; Monkeslene  

belonging to the Abbey of Conches, and Erleslene to 
that of Lyre, had vicars only. This is evidenced by 
entries in the Bishop’s Register. Eardisland has had  

                                       Vicars, sometimes assisted by a Curate, ever since. 
 
W…….Water Closet     In 1955 Miss Blackmore (of Kingsland) wrote of Arrow 

Lawn: my grandmother, Mrs Blackmore, inherited and 
she and her husband came to live there in 1846. After 
other detail she goes on to say: He added the upper 
story [sic] at the back of the house and installed the 
water closet – the talk of the neighbourhood at the 
time and for long after. 

 
X…….  ??????!            Will all applicants for this position please contact me 

by email. 
 
Y……. York, Duke Richard of: (1411-1461): 

He was son of Anne, sister of Edmund Mortimer of 
Wigmore, Earl of March, and Richard, Earl of 
Cambridge, and subsequently came into a huge 
inheritance. From 1425, when he came of age, until 
1459, when an Act of Attainder was passed against 
him and all his property passed to the Crown, he was 
possessed of two hundred manors, including                                         
Eardisland and Hinton. These last two, amongst a 
good few others, had come to him from his Mortimer 
ancestry. 

 
Z…….                              Situation vacant. 
 

George Alderson, gwawestwayes@btinternet.com  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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OLD CUSTOMS OF EARDISLAND  
 
     In 1999 the Eardisland Oral History Group recorded on film some of the lost 
customs and folklore specific to this parish. We discovered that there were many 
strange stories, some recorded by Mary Leather in her book, ‘Folklore of 
Herefordshire’, including one of a mysterious fiddler in the village who played for 
dancers prior to a disastrous flood. He returned for his lost gloves next day to 
find Pembridge had disappeared!  
     A number of old traditions concerned the fertility of crops. The outcome of the 
corn harvest was predicted by the result of men running across a field of winter 
wheat carrying a torch of blazing hay attached to a pole. A poor outcome was 
predicted if the flames were out by the time they had complete the distance. The 
apple orchards were once blessed with ceremonies involving cider and 
community gatherings in the orchards in the summer. In another custom it was 
believed that children with specific health problems could be cured by passing 
them though a split willow. This was almost certainly performed without 
knowledge that the bark of the willow was the source of anti-inflammatory 
salicin, subsequently used in the production of aspirin. In winter on some local 
farms, bread and cakes were thrown from the horns of a goaded bull in a stable 
and gathered by farm workers to supplement their Christmas fare.  
     Whilst most of these have been forgotten or at best passed into folk memory, 
there remained one specific to Eardisland which was still a feature of social life 
until the 1960s, known as ‘roping the wedding car’ whereby the groom had to 
throw pennies from the car to children to encourage them to remove the rope 
which was held tight across the road outside the church preventing it from 
moving away.  
     One of the customs relating to the predictions relating to the future harvest 
took place on New Year’s morning. The following details are taken from a 
beautifully hand-written record by Mary Langston of Marston, Pembridge, dated 
25th October 1880. It was in the possession of Bill and Mary Blatchford and they 
kindly showed me the account which follows and describes some of the 
traditions seen at first hand by Ms Langston. 
 
     “There is a curious custom known to occur in some parts of Herefordshire and 
Radnorshire, but which is unfortunately fast dying out, called Burning the Bush. 
The custom is supposed to have originated in an offering to the goddess Ceres, to 
propitiate her and entreat her to take care of and send a good harvest. Of course, 
it has lost all such meaning now, though I have no doubt that many still believe in 
the good or bad luck of the ceremony. Even in the districts in which it is kept up, 
little is known of it by any but the labouring classes, and still fewer have seen it. 
Gentlemen who have lived for years in the neighbourhood have never even 
heard of it. 
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     I was once so fortunate as to witness this curious custom and I shall never 
forget the strange weird scene. Some years ago, when I was around eleven years 
of age, my father left the town in which he had been living, to settle in a part of 
Herefordshire where the ceremony is still maintained. 
     We had been about 9 months in our new home and the old year was fast 
drawing to a close when the Bailiff asked that a cake might be made for the 
Burning of the Bush. This was the first we had heard of it, and our curiosity was 
aroused. We had noticed a bush hanging to one of the rafters in the kitchen, the 
twigs of which were twisted to form a shape like a ball and this we were told was 
the ‘Bush’ that was to be burnt early on New Year's morning. 
     Not being able to find out any more about it, we determined to get up and see 
for ourselves what was to be done. The night before, the cook shewed us the 
cake, black with plums, packed in a basket and covered with a clean white cloth. 
     Very early on New Year's morning, so early it seemed like the middle of the 
night, for we had been told that the Bush was to be burnt at five o'clock, I heard 
a knock at the door of the room in which I and my sister slept, and one of my 
brothers called out “It is time to get up; look sharp and come to the kitchen.”   
     We speedily dressed and joined the boys. I had never been up so early before, 
and the kitchen looked bare and dreary and cold, with its dirty hearth and the 
only light coming from a bedroom candle. Besides, since we were obliged to talk 
and move very quietly that we might not disturb the rest of the household, we 
were very glad soon to find ourselves in the open air. The stars were shining 
brightly and it was very cold, for there was a hard frost; and we had to pass 
through an orchard where it was so dark under the trees, we came against 
something, that at first we thought was the donkey, but proved to be a deaf man 
known as Old John. 
     The Burning of the Bush is always held in the corner of a field of the earliest 
sown wheat. There was no one there when we reached the spot; so we stayed a 
few minutes watching the fires in the distance; the effect of which was very 
pretty. Every now and then a faint sound of shouting was wafted to us through 
the still morning air; but as it was too cold to stand still, we stamped up and 
down, till a lantern coming towards us, warned us the men were near. Then we 
crept behind the hedge, where they could not see us, and we watched them. 
     One or two men with bundles of straw came first; another with a long pole, 
more with wooden casks of cider, which forms an important part in the 
ceremony and then the Bailiff with the basket and lantern, closely followed by his 
faithful dog, Brownie, and the rest of the men and boys. When they reached the 
field, some of the straw was tied to the top of the pole which was afterwards 
fixed firmly into the ground, and straw and wood were piled around its base; a 
light was applied to both at once and ruddy darting flames soon threw a lurid 
light around, making the stars look pale, and the faint outline of the distant hills 
almost invisible. 
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     Nothing could be more picturesque than the figures that formed the circle 
round the fire; the Bailiff a short stout man, with reddish brown hair and 
whiskers, in his old brown velveteen coat and corduroy breeches and gaiters, was 
such a contrast to the tall thin waggoner who was arrayed in the pretty old-
fashioned smock. The boy who was next to him had a bright crimson waistcoat 
and each men and boy had some varying costume. All looked so happy and 
smiling as they laughed, joked, the delight throwing their features into strong 
relief making them look swarthy and rugged; and as they stamped and stretched 
out their bands to the warmth, their long shadows had the appearance of a band 
of malignant spirits, dancing around them and rejoicing in their capture. The 
surrounding hedges and trees added to this delusion as they stretched up their 
long bare army to the sky. 
     Every being arranged, the Bailiff called for a cheer, and all shouted in chorus, 
keeping to one note till they came to the last syllable which was lowered a tone. 
''Good old Ci--der'' and gradually bending down their bodies till they were almost 
horizontal; then straightening themselves they each had a hornful of cider in 
turn. 
     After the opening ceremony, some of the straw was twisted into a wisp and 
given to the waggoner who lighted it at the fire and immediately ran with it 
followed by his attendant satellite in the form of a boy with another lighted wisp. 
The waggoner has to run over 13 ridges before the light goes out; if he succeeds 
there will be good luck to the forth coming harvest, but should it die out before 
the l3th is passed, there will be a poor harvest. The boy follows with the other 
wisps to rekindle the fire should it need it before his own goes out. 
     There was great excitement around the fire; all turned to watch James run and 
cheer him on; the l0th ridge was safely passed, but at the 11th the light began to 
flicker. Tom stretched out his wisp and revived it; but it gave one flare up, died 
down and went out just as James passed the 13th. That flare up had saved it. 
     He came back panting, but looking triumphant, for had he not done his best to 
secure his master a good harvest? More cider was served around and the 
farmers health toasted in ''Long Live Mr..........'' With 3 loud hearty ''hip, hip, 
hurrahs''. When they had recovered from this exertion and more cider had been 
drunk, the mistress was cheered in the same manner and then the cake was 
brought forward, and the Bailiff cut it up and distributed it to all the company. 
Should there be any over, it is given to those men who have little children at 
home that they may take it to them. ''Good old Cider'' was shouted several times 
during the ceremony and last of all the new Bush which had been prepared the 
night before was brought forward and carefully singed in the fire and soon 
afterwards the field was again deserted. Only heaps of smoldering ashes left to 
mark the spot where the strange scene had taken place. 
     Day was beginning to break as we ran home, and some children were already 
at the door singing their New Year's carol. After giving each of them a copper, a 
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pile of which are always prepared for the singers, we went to the kitchen to see 
the old Bush burnt. The Bailiff took it from its nail, threw it into the fire and 
pressed it down with the poker, till every scrap was burnt and then he hung the 
new one in its place, there to remain until the next New Year’s Day. It must not 
be moved; nothing could be more unlucky than for it to fall or be knocked down. 
And so ended the Burning of the Bush. 
     We were told afterwards that it is not considered proper for women to be 
present; as I have never witnessed it again, but though several years have 
passed, that strange weird scene is still as fresh in my memory as if it had only 
taken place yesterday”.  (Written by Mary Langston in 1880). 
     The Oral History Group was aware that such customs and traditions were fast 
disappearing from local folk memory and so a number were re-enacted and 
recorded for posterity on film, in ‘Enchanted Eardisland’. 

Paul Selfe 
 
ARE YOU LIVING WITH A TERMINAL ILLNESS, OR CARING FOR SOMEONE WHO IS?  
 
The incredible support St Michael’s receives from the community means your local 
hospice is now providing more care to more people for longer periods of time.  

St Michael’s mission is to ensure that end-of-life care is available to everyone 
who needs it. This includes patients, their family and friends.  
We want to enable people to do the things they want to do and make their life easier and 
more comfortable.  

All care at St Michael’s is provided free of charge, and people can be referred by 
any health or social care professional involved in their care. We care for cancer and non-
cancer patients, and because everyone’s illness is unique, we offer a range of different 
treatments. Our regular outpatient clinics and support groups can give people the 
confidence and advice to help them live well with their illness.  

For example, people with fatigue and breathlessness can benefit from courses 
offering practical advice. Our occupational and physiotherapists can help alleviate or 
control a range of symptoms, and with personalised exercise programmes and home 
adaptations, they can make a real improvement to independent living.  

Our person-centred approach means we also provide psychological and 
emotional support through our counselling service and social care team.  
Visiting the Hospice offers people a chance to socialise, make new friends and take part in 
activities that range from arts and craft sessions to informative talks.  
We understand this can be a difficult time, and that’s why we’re here for you 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.   

You can call 01432 852 080 any time of the day or night, 365 days a 
year. This number is a single point of access allowing you to speak confidentially to 
members of our clinical team who can provide advice and information on subjects like 
accessing services and controlling symptoms.  
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EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
 
The weather in September saw three named storms, Helene bringing strong 
winds, Ali with 15 mm (0.59 inches) of rain and Bronach, with 41mm (1.61 
inches). The total rainfall was 81mm (3.19 inches), temperatures ranged from 14 
to 21 degrees C. Barometer pressures ranged from 29.54 to 30.28, 
the river only rising to 13 inches throughout the whole month - the dry weather 
seems to have lowered the water table. The first frost was recorded on the 25th. 

October saw another storm, Callum, which lasted for four days with 
strong winds and 33mm (1.31 inches) of rain. The total rain for the month was 
60mm (2.38 inches), barometer pressures ranged from 2.94 to 30.6, 
temperatures ranged from 7 to 20 degrees C, with more frosty mornings down to 
-4 degrees, the river rising to 31 inches for a brief spell. 

Unusually high barometer pressures have been recorded for the two 
months. The equivalent rainfall in 2017 was, Sept 70 mm (2.75 inches), 
October 49mm (1.93 inches). 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House   
 

  



34 
 

 
  



35 
 

 
 
 

 



36 
 

 
 



37 
 

 
 
 



38 
 

 
 
 

 
 



39 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



40 
 

 
 
 
 
                                     

 
  



41 
 

 

 
        



42 
 

      
 

 

            



43 
 

     
 

  



44 
 

CONTACTS 
 
Editorial:   CHRIS BIVAND 

Arrow Bank, Eardisland, Leominster, HR6 9BT 
      01544 – 388375 
    Email:  chrisbivand@gmail.com   
 
Advertising:   PATRICIA GILL 

 01544 – 388757 
Email: parishads@btinternet.com  

 
Distribution Manager:  BARRY FREEMAN 
       01544 - 388226 
 
Website:   BEN WOODCOCK 
    ben@eardisland.org.uk  
 
This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by: 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2018 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by 
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is 
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. PHIL MILCHARD as the member 
responsible for the Magazine. Phil may be contacted on  01544 388097. 
 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the 
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you. 
 

 
Copy date for the next edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine: 

 

FRIDAY 4th JANUARY 2019 
 

mailto:chrisbivand@gmail.com
mailto:parishads@btinternet.com
mailto:ben@eardisland.org.uk
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/

