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EDITORIAL 
 
Herefordshire has experienced some of the worst floods for many years and 
Eardisland was cut off twice with only larger vehicles getting through. Several 
vehicles broke down in the deep water on the ‘S’ bend at the Pembridge end of 
the village. Some households were affected. Villagers showed the sort of spirit 
that makes the village what it is, with offers of help to those likely to be affected. 
However, I should record that some drivers in 4x4s seem to think that creating a 
large ‘bow wave’ by driving at speed through water is clever. It isn’t. It’s just 
boorish, inconsiderate and illegal - think ‘without due care and attention’. 
 Reg Curtis has written a telling piece on page 4. He highlights a problem 
that affects not only the community shop but other organisations too, the need 
for people to serve on committees. There are, thankfully, many who will help 
with individual events, but behind all these achievements there must be a 
structure, which is where committees are vital. Please see what you can do. 
 You may notice a film crew around the village on Wednesday 4th 
December. They will be from ITV and are doing a short feature on the village. 
 During 2019 many people have contributed, in all sorts of different 
ways, to the Eardisland Parish Magazine. My thanks go to you all, for without you 
there would be no magazine. 
 Finally, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 
 

Chris Bivand 
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY 
 

Saturday 30th November Messy Advent, Church, 9.30am, p.15 

Friday 6th December Door Swags Event, VH, 7.00pm, p.10 

Wednesday 11th December Mortimer Surgeries and Dispensaries closed 
pm 

Saturday 14th December Tree Decoration, Church, 10.30am, p.13 

Friday 20th December Carols by Candlelight, Priory, 7.00pm, p.30 

Tuesday 31st December New Year’s Eve Party, Village Hall, 9.00pm, p.9 

2020  

Thursday 9th January VE Day Community Meeting, VH, 6.30pm, p.5 

Thursday 9th January Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 10TH JANUARY MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Tuesday 4th February Royal British Legion, Dilwyn, 7.30pm, p.23 

Thursday 13th February Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Thursday 12th March Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 9th April Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 1ST MAY MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

8-10 May VE Day Celebrations 

Thursday 14th May Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Monday 8th June Community Shop AGM, VH, 6.00pm, p.4 

Thursday 11th June Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 3RD JULY MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Thursday 9th July Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

Thursday 10th September Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 8th October Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

Thursday 12th November Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER MAGAZINE COPY DATE 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION DATE IS USUALLY A 

FORTNIGHT AFTER THE COPY DATE. 
 
Regularly: Share a Care – last Thursday of the month. 
 
For the latest information on events (or cancellations), please visit the Eardisland 
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk  

 
 

http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP NEEDS YOU! 
 
Our shop has gained much praise since its inception nearly 10 years ago, from the 
community it serves, from local suppliers, from Herefordshire Council and most 
recently from the Queen herself in the form of the Queens Award for Voluntary 
Service. 
 The successful operation of our shop is only made possible on the back 
of volunteers’ efforts; it simply would not be a commercially viable entity if it 
paid wages. We are extraordinarily lucky to have over 60 volunteers working 1-
hour shifts in the shop, who represent nearly a quarter of all the households in 
the Parish. The commitment of this community to making our shop work for all 
cannot be overstated, and I personally thank each one of them for their 
contribution, but there is more to running a shop than working on a till. 

There are 9 people on the Shop Committee, 5 of whom will retire after 
the 2020 AGM and have served on the committee for over 4 years, one of whom, 
David Wallis, has been there since the beginning. I cannot thank them enough for 
their time, their energy and their passion in making our shop function effectively. 
There are others who do not want to be on a committee but do more than their 
fair share to make it all happen, and I am particularly grateful to them for their 
massive contribution. However, the remaining 4 members of the committee 
cannot be expected to pick up all the responsibility, so I am appealing to you to 
join us. 

We have appealed many times for people to step into the breach with 
limited success. You may have missed our appeals, but if you are reading this and 
thinking you might be prepared to volunteer on the committee then please step 
forward before it is too late. 

There is nothing difficult or onerous about running a shop such as ours, 
and no special skills or previous experience is necessary, but there is work to be 
done on a daily/weekly basis, such as stock ordering, the Booker run, phoning 
volunteers to fill slots, managing the newspapers, banking the takings, recording 
the sales, paying the bills and dealing with day to day issues, maintenance and 
legal responsibilities. 
 I believe the right number of people for the committee is between 8-10 
so that no one individual is overburdened, therefore I am looking for 4-6 people 
to take a leap of faith and join the committee. We try to limit meetings to 4 per 
year (they last about 2 hours) and we deal with most issues via email between us, 
so being a committee member is deliberately not onerous. 

The 2020 AGM will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 8th June 2020 
at 6.00 pm, (please make a diary note), if we do not have a succession plan in 
place by then, then I don’t know how we as a community can expect our shop to 
continue to run. 
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If you are interested, or curious for more information before committing, then 
please do not hesitate to contact me on the email address below. 
 
Please step forward, there is no-one else… 

Reg Curtis 
Chairman - Eardisland Community Shop 

eardislandshop@gmail.com 
 

PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE: 
 
1. Public meeting on THURSDAY 9 JANUARY at 6.30 pm to discuss a VE Day 75 

parish celebration event on 8 - 10 May –– SAVE the date and please come and 

give us your ideas! 

2. We are very grateful for all the hard work Sue and Jo have put into Footpath 

(P3) work. Sadly, they have decided to retire as Parish Footpath Officers. 

Therefore, we are looking for 1-2 people willing to take over. If you are 

interested or would like details of what the role involves, please contact the 

Parish Clerk.                                                  

3. Herefordshire Council has published a position statement about development 

within the catchment area of the River Lugg – which includes that of the River 

Arrow. The Lugg is failing its phosphates target and as the result of a court 

case, Natural England has said that no new housing development can happen 

in the affected area until the Nutrient Management Plan for the Lugg has 

been upgraded and is working. There may be some limited development 

possible under very strict criteria. The position statement is available as a 

post on the parish council website. 

4. The parish council is adopting the draft budget and precept (the part of your 

council tax that comes to the parish council for its work) for 2020-2021. The 

parish council precept will remain the same as this year. However, there will 

almost certainly be increases in your precept from Herefordshire Council and 

the Fire and Police service. 

5. Following the report on the Feasibility Study on the options for the Village 

Hall, the parish council has set up a Project Working Group to take forward 

the upgrading and refurbishment project. Meetings and work on the project 

are continuing but we still need 2-3 parishioners, preferably with relevant 

skills, to join the project group. Please can you help? If you are willing to 

volunteer, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

mailto:eardislandshop@gmail.com
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6. The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’ 

which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more 

easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of 

the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600). 

However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in 

the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 

parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in 

this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part. 

7. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

with the community website continuing to provide all other information at 

www.eardisland.org.uk.  

8. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold 

personal data and to allow you to receive emails. If you have given consent to 

be alerted to new events in the parish and new items on the website (eg. PC 

agendas and minutes) on the community website, your details have been 

added to the new parish council website for news alerts. Please contact the 

Clerk if you wish your name and data to be removed from this list.  

9. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in 

September and October.  Noted P192345/F, Home Farm, Eardisland, HR6 

9DN – Proposed agricultural cattle housing building – Approved with 

conditions. Noted P191416/U, Burton Court, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – 

Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing use or operation for 

the retention of biomass boiler plant and associated equipment and flue 

(Approval for works to install boiler plant in existing brick built outbuilding to 

rear of Burton Court. Approval for lowered floor level, formation of wood 

pellet hopper in outbuilding. Approval of flue through  

roof) – Supported under Minor Planning Matters Policy – Lawful use 
approved. Noted P191433/L, Burton Court, Eardisland, HR6 9DN – Proposed 
retention of biomass wood pellet boiler, feed hopper and related heating 
plant (Retrospective) – Approved with conditions. 

10. The amended planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary 

of the magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for 

response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice 

boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is 

allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in 

line with the council’s standing orders. 

Alison Sutton, parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk  

mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
http://www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.eardisland.org.uk/
mailto:parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk
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MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) 
 
At last month’s meeting we had a talk from Claire Brown Research Nurse 
regarding Dementia Research. She has written this article and we have been 
asked to include it in our parish magazines. 
 
Vital studies into early diagnosis, prevention and new treatments for dementia 
are taking place in the UK – but more volunteers are needed.  
Every 3 minutes someone in the UK is diagnosed with dementia. There are 
numerous questions about diagnosis, treatments, prevention and best care for 
which there are no clear answers yet. Only research into dementia will help find 
these answers, and this research is reliant on people like you volunteering to take 
part and making a difference for the future.  

To find out about new studies looking for participants, anyone over the 
age of 18 can register with Join Dementia Research. You do not necessarily need 
to have a diagnosis, but we are encouraging those with dementia and their carers 
and relatives to sign up. You can do this online, by phone or by post, and you can 
sign up for yourself, or on behalf of someone else. Join Dementia Research is a 
service which allows people to register their interest in national dementia 
research, by signing up you are merely agreeing to be contacted and the choice is 
always yours as to whether you take part in individual studies.  

Once registered, your details will be stored securely, and will be 
regularly checked to see if you match to studies. Once matched with a study, 
information is sent to individuals to allow them to decide whether or not they 
might be interested in taking part, participation is always voluntary. There are 
lots of types of studies, such as those looking at prevention or new ways to 
diagnose the condition; drug studies, trialling new treatments; or simple surveys 
and questionnaires. 

You can sign up today at www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk, by 
calling Alzheimer’s Research UK on 0300 111 5 111 or Alzheimer’s Society on 
0300 222 1122, or by collecting a registration form from Mortimer Medical 
Practice. 

Claire Brown, Research Nurse Primary Care CRN West Midlands 
NIHR Clinical Research Networks (CRN). 

 
Ear Irrigation should recommence in November but there will be strict criteria to 
access the clinics which will be held in the GP surgeries in "our Hub".  It has been 
delayed because of the roll out of the Herefordshire One Record. The idea of this 
record is that all health providers in the county will be able to access patient's 
records using one system. There will be more information prior to its launch via 
articles in the Hereford Times and through the Practice. 

http://www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk/
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There are still ongoing shortages of some medications and they are becoming 
more numerous. This means the surgery is having to source alternative 
medication for some patients.  

Our next PPG meeting is Tuesday 21st January 2020 please contact me if 
you have any issues or concerns you wish me to raise. 

Diane Lee  
01544 387685 

EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT 
 
In September Carole Millin entertained us with "The English Language - part 2". 
We found it very interesting regarding its origins and the connections with the 
"Church". A lot went on, yes, and skulduggery abounded in various aspects! 
 October was our visit to Sue & Reg's home and to see Tutti Décor. Susie 
gave us the background on the business, its origins, current workings and 
logistics. Such involved procedures made our minds fizz! After that we browsed 
around the warehouse and were able to make our purchases. Some of us stocked 
up on Christmas goodies! We then retired to their kitchen for mulled wine 
(served by William) and tea or coffee and of course cookies and a little bit of W.I. 
housekeeping! 
 On November 11th our Annual Meeting will have taken place before this 
issue goes to print so will report on this in the New Year. In December we will be 
going, weather permitting, to celebrate at the New Inn, Pembridge. 
 If you wander through the churchyard you will no doubt see the newly 
planted pear tree. Richard Kirby kindly planted it there for us in October and Rev. 
Michael Denny blessed it with a prayer on the Sunday after the morning service. 
This is in celebration of our centenary and hopefully we will see it flourish and 
bear fruit for the community in years to come. We decided not to have a special 
gathering so hope no one will be offended but all members past and present will 
be able to benefit in the years to come. 
 This only leaves me to wish you all a very Happy Christmas from all at 
Eardisland W.I. and all good wishes for 2020. 

 
Mavis Tantrum 

W.I. Secretary Eardisland 
 01544 387972 

dougtantrum@hotmail.com 
 

EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL 
 
In my last contribution to the Parish Magazine I was foolishly confident about 
paying the electricity bills for the village hall as we had been so successful in 
raising funds at the annual duck race. I should have known better! Since that 

mailto:dougtantrum@hotmail.com
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issue we have had a letter from our suppliers and, it would appear, that our 
electricity consumption rose last year and not only were we over £500 in debit, 
our monthly payments have now increased by 99%. Back to the sleepless nights. 
Please help us by checking everything is off when you leave. We do not want to 
have to put in a meter for users to pay for the electricity they consume but it 
might come to that. 

In order to meet rising cost on all fronts the village hall committee 
regret that we will now have to make a nominal charge for all preparation and 
clearing away time spent in the village hall. Details will be available to hirers and 
on the website. Please book all the time you intend being in the hall as either 
event time or preparation and clearing time; full rates will be charged for the 
event time. Hirers should note that un-booked time is not covered by the village 
hall insurance. 

Not only costs are rising; on Saturday 26th October the waters rose too. 
We had worked hard on the Fiesta Night, the hall looked fabulous: the palm tree 
and parrots, twinkling lights, masses of food, complimentary bubbly; it was all in 
place. Then Church Road turned into a river, the paella man could not get to 
Eardisland, the car park flooded, and we knew we had to leave the hall and 
escape. Sunday morning saw a very soggy village hall and a small and dedicated 
team of clear-up people. The hall has been “closed” for nearly a week as I write. 
The Parish Council have organised industrial dehumidifiers and they are doing 
their job. The next phase is to get in commercial cleaning to ensure the floors are 
clean and hygienic. We hope the hall will be back in use ASAP. 

Gosh, this contribution is a tale of woe as I am about to make the usual 
plea. At our Annual General Meeting in January some of the hall committee will 
be retiring as they have done their stint. We will need some new members as we 
cannot go on without support. Until we can get additional committee members 
there will be very few events planned for 2020.  The committee members that 
remain will have their hands full coping with the necessary administration of the 
hall. We would like to host the Soup & Pud lunch, the village picnic and other 
popular events in 2020 as well as try again for a Fiesta Night, and try some new 
ideas, but it is not possible to plan that far ahead with our current resources. 
Please get in touch if you feel you could help:  carole.evhmc@yahoo.com 
On a brighter note:  
 

New Year’s Eve Party at the village hall. 
31st December from 9pm until 12.30am 
Look out for posters in the usual places. 
Tickets available at the village shop from Saturday 23rd November, price £5 each. 

 
Carole Millin, for EVHMC 

mailto:carole.evhmc@yahoo.com
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EARDISLAND COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 
Most of the crops from last season have been eaten and cleared away, with only 
a few herbs left available to pick. We’ve planted the empty beds up with a green 
manure (Italian Ryegrass and Red Clover), these will continue to grow throughout 
the winter, protecting and nourishing the soil. In the spring they will be dug in or 
composted. 
 Planning has also started for next year’s season. A priority for us is to get 
a reliable water supply to enable watering throughout the summer. Various 
options are being explored with neighbours and the Parish Council; we hope to 
have easy access to a sustainable source by next spring. 
 We’ve also agreed with the Parish Council to allow an area of the 
Recreation Ground to develop a more natural look, with longer grass and 
wildflowers, only being mown a few times a year. This will be the area under the 
trees south of the Community Garden, allowing for mown paths around the 
perimeter and through the middle following the line of the footpath. A plan is 
being drawn up to seed a variety of plants over this area to naturally colonise 
about 450 square metres. It’s hoped that over time this will make a difference by 
benefitting insects, birds and small mammals while also cutting the Parish 
Councils carbon footprint and enhancing the look of the Recreation Ground. The 
E-Team have generously agreed to fund this. 

Ben Woodcock 
 

CHRISTMAS DOOR SWAG CRAFT EVENT 
 

The Eardisland Village Show 
Committee is organising a number 
of craft workshops over the year, 
subsidised by money raised at the 
show. 
 
 

On Friday 6th December 7 - 9pm, Sue Hamer will be leading a workshop at The 
Village Hall, teaching us how to make Christmas Door Swags. This should be really 
good fun- as well as giving us something festive to adorn our houses! 

This event will cost £3 per person and numbers will be limited, so please 
e-mail me if you'd like to attend or if you have any questions. 
I’ll bring tea and coffee, but feel free to bring your own drinks and snacks too. All 
resources will be provided to make your swag. 
 

Thanks 
Jo South, jo.evhmc@yahoo.com 

mailto:jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
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EARDISLAND MEMORIAL WALKS 
 

We’ve opened our eleventh Memorial Gate, located in Staunton on Arrow.  It 
commemorates Pte Ernest Morris from the 5th Bn. The King’s Shropshire Light 
Infantry; a unit closely linked to our Herefordshire Regiment.  Ernest’s name is 
also inscribed on the Pembridge War Memorial, and he gave his Next of Kin 
address as Grove Cottage in Noke Lane. He died of wounds in 1915, having been 
engaged in actions on the Ypres salient.   
 As ever, the gate was erected by specialists of Eardisland’s ever-ready E 
Team, working the sledgehammers and spades with a rhythm and pace more 
usually associated with the London Philharmonic Orchestra on the Last Night of 
the Proms. 
 

 
 
We are grateful for a good turnout at the November 9th commemoration on such 
a wet day, which included ten Eardisland parishioners.  Lt Col Andrew Trelawney, 
the Secretary of The Rifles Association in the Midlands, as well as a trustee of the 
Shropshire and Herefordshire Light Infantry Combined Charitable Trust, unveiled 
the Memorial.  The Trust contributed funds towards three gates. 
 We have Memorial Gates for all our thirteen soldiers. Two are yet to be 
commemorated but of course the Brochure Guides are available in the village 
shop.  All walks are waymarked and useable – but wear boots or wellies! 
 Ernest’s No 12 Walk is a ten miler from the War Memorial, but options 
include driving up to the Arrow bridge in Pembridge and beginning there, or even 
driving up to the gate in Staunton and walking around the village.    

 

Hugh Vernon 
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100 CLUB 
 
If you are a member of the 100 Club, it’s almost time to renew your subscription 
ready for the first draw of the new year in January. £15 a year will give you the 
chance of winning a cash prize in one of the monthly draws - £30, £20, and two 
prizes of £7.50. 

If you are not a member, why not join us and help towards keeping our 
church flourishing?  New members are always welcome – and if you wish, you 
can hold more than one number to increase your chances of winning!  Several 
members even hold numbers for each of their grandchildren! 

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Eardisland PCC’ and can be handed 
to any PCC member, dropped through my letterbox or left in the shop for 
collection. Thank you! 

Annette Blyth 
Arrow Cottage 

 01544 388241 
 
 

 

 

Come and decorate the church 

christmas tree on Saturday 14 

december from 10:30am! 

 

 
Bring your parents if you are under 

11 and there will be refreshments 

for all! 

Telephone Liz: 

 01544 388157 for more 

information 
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EARDISLAND CRAFT FAIR 2019 
 

What no storm!  A gentle 
breeze and occasional 
showers were forecast, but 
on the day the weather was 
dry with sunny intervals.  The 
2019 Craft Fair, blessed with 
relatively good weather for a 
change, attracted nearly 400 
visitors to view the amazing 
array of some 53 different 
craft stalls. It was indeed an 
early opportunity to buy 
those important Christmas 

presents. As in previous years our church provided the site for the craft stalls, 
whilst the village hall hosted the fantastic produce stall and a day long marathon 
refreshment offer - breakfasts, morning coffee and afternoon tea with the most 
delicious cakes. 

By any standard, planning, organising and delivering what many now see 
as an important annual event in our village, is a massive effort and some thanks 
must be noted. Obviously, I cannot mention everyone who helped but in among 
the 50 or so individuals who did, there are those whom I would like to single out. 
The key organiser was Phil Milchard, without whose dedicated involvement the 
fair would not have happened, (a year’s worth of hard work and 
commitment).  Wendy Cross single handedly provided the produce for the fair, 
selling £651 of her homemade produce which she had made and donated (I can 
vouch for her delicious marmalade). David Wallis and the BBQ team who, for the 
second year sold out, but kept many of us happy at lunch time. In this elite group 
I would also like to include the 30 or so helpers who provided breakfasts, coffees, 
teas and lots of cake to delight the visitors. 

In the week before the fair, 15 great strong chaps put up tents, collected 
tables and laid out the church site. On the Friday afternoon before the fair, 25 
stallholders arrived and were helped by our dedicated team to unload and set up 
their stalls in the church, and at 07.00 hours on Fair day the same effort was 
available to set up in the tents. Other tasks included advance signage and 
publicity, village signage for the day, car park control, organising the raffle and 
entrance tickets etc. To everyone who played a role (and all tasks were 
important) you contributed to what was a very successful event so THANK YOU. 

After costs, £2829.18p was raised which will be shared between the 
Church and Eardisland in Bloom. Both organisations would like to say thank you 
for your help and support and we hope that you also enjoyed the day. After some 
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very positive feed-back we know that most exhibitors did enjoy the 2019 
experience in Eardisland. To this end we are already planning the 2020 event for 
the same weekend, but we do want to expand the team involved in the planning 
process. Notwithstanding what is already done for this event we are looking for a 
small team of six to plan and deliver the 2020 Fair. If you would like to be 
involved and would be willing to be part of the team, please let us know, your 
help would be greatly appreciated. 

Finally, our sincere thanks to all who volunteered and to all who came 
and supported this amazing annual event. 

Richard Kirby 
 
 

 

Messy advent for families! 

 

St Mary’s Church community invite 

youngsters from the village and 

surrounding area for a Messy Advent 

Morning 

On Saturday 30th November from 9:30-11 am 

In the church 

 
 

We will be making decorations, cards and 

having fun! 

Please bring a parent if you are under 11. 

Contact Liz 388157 or Rev.Julie 01568 708255 
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VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD! 
 

How fortunate we are to live in a community where most of us know so many 
people, even just by sight. But then at Christmas sometimes it gets a bit difficult 
to know exactly who to give cards to without missing anyone out – and if you 
have lots of friends in the village, that’s a lot of time writing and delivering. Not 
to mention the number of cards and envelopes it involves. 
 In previous years we could write a message in the Village Magazine and 
make a contribution to a charity in lieu of buying cards. But Chris has decided to 
suspend this facility depending on demand, so I wondered how we could find a 
similar alternative. 
 The answer came when I was looking for other ideas on the internet – 
why not have a card for the whole village – but where?  The shop is too small; the 
pubs, tearoom and village hall have restricted opening times.  So how about the 
church, where there is the space and it is open all day, every day? 
 So, this is what I propose, if you would like to write just one greeting to 
all your friends and neighbours in the village. And children, too! 
 

• Use a piece of paper, any colour, half the size of one page of this 
magazine. (or a quarter of an A4 sheet) 

• Write your greeting on it and who it is from, probably with larger writing 
than usual 

• Put it in the box in the shop or in the church from Dec 1st onwards 

• If you are housebound you can call me 388241 and I will write your 
greeting for you 

 
The display will go up in time for Sunday 15th December and will be taken down 
on Twelfth Night. So, visit the church to see the display and read all the good 
wishes for the Christmas season. There will also be a large Advent calendar for all 
the village to see. 

If you would like to add an Eardisland wintry photo to make a border 
round the giant card, please add that too with your name and contact details on 
it if you would like it returned. 
 It has been suggested that in lieu of buying cards, you may like to make 
a contribution to charity or to the church and use the saved time from 
writing/delivering to do something kind for someone else! And thank you in 
advance for helping to save paper, forests, our lovely planet and all creation. 
 Has anyone got a large piece of very thick card/MDF or something 
similar that could be used? Any help or further ideas most gratefully received! 
 

Annette Blyth   
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CHURCH MATTERS 
 
Priest-in-Charge:  Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland. 
    07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com 
    01568 708255 
 
Churchwarden   Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland 
                                                 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com  
Sacristan                                Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland. 
                                                 01544 388317 
   
Lay Co-Chair:                     Richard Kirby      01544 388810  
Treasurer:        Mike Coleburn       01544 388486 
Organist:          Annette Blyth      01544 388241 
PCC Secretary:  Avis Denny                 01568 780874 
 
 

SERVICES TO BE HELD AT ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND AND FAMILY 
SERVICES AT KINGSLAND 

 
Tuesday morning prayer group 9.00am in the church followed by coffee and Bible 
study. This term’s study is Hebrews. 

Friday evening prayer group 5.30pm until the end of September, led by 
Rosie Capon, Reader. 
 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN  CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday 17th November 

9.30am Holy Communion       Eardisland 

 

Sunday 24th November 

9.30am Christ the King 
Holy Communion 

       
Eardisland 

 

Saturday 30th November 

9.30am-11am MESSY ADVENT In the Church 

 

Sunday 1st December 

9.30am Advent service led by Rev D 
Chedzney 

Eardisland 

mailto:rev.julie@btinternet.com
mailto:leverfamily360@hotmail.com
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
As Annette notes on page 16, I decided to rest the Christmas greetings page. If 
you feel that this should be reinstated next year, please let me know (contact 
details on page 44). I’ll do a reminder later in the year. However, you may feel 
that Annette’s initiative is more appropriate, in which case it can be repeated 
next year, assuming that Annette, or someone else, is prepared to do it. 

Editor  

 

Sunday 8th December 

9.30am Advent Taizé Holy Communion 
Service 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 15th December 

9.30am Blessing of the Remembrance 
Memorial from Two World 
Wars, Morning service 

Eardisland 

 

Sunday 22nd December 

 4pm Family Carol Service 
Mulled wine/ mince pies 

Eardisland 

 

Tuesday 24th December 

10pm Christmas Eve Holy 
Communion 

Eardisland 

 

Wednesday 25th December 

9.30am Christmas morning Holy 
Communion- bring a gift to 
show! 

  Eardisland 

 

Sunday 29th December 

10.30 am Holy Communion KINGSLAND 

   

Sunday 5th January 2020   

9.30am Holy Communion 
Epiphany/ Plough Sunday 
MESSY CHURCH 

Eardisland 
Kingsland 
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FROM JULIE READ 
 

Good news – the launch of Messy Church in Eardisland had a good start with a 
number of families joining together to experience Harvest through craft, story 
and brunch. The next one is Messy Advent in Church on Saturday 30th Nov 9.30 – 
10.45am. Come along – children you have to bring a responsible adult with you!  
 Good news – the new bellringing exhibition is up and running. If you 
haven’t seen it do go in and have a look. Also, the Remembrance Memorial has 
arrived which will be blessed in a special service on 15th December. The plans for 
a disabled toilet, kitchen and storage facilities will be up in church until 
Christmas.  In fact, if you haven’t been in church for a while there is plenty new 
to go and have a look at.  
 Bad news – there seems to be a lot of it around, with the flooding in our 
country becoming more frequent and coming to Eardisland this year, the political 
unrest in our country and the election in December. I urge you to grapple with 
this and vote and show your support both for our country and for those who 
have courage to stand in difficult times seeking to serve our country.  
 Good news – the account of the birth of God’s son comes round again as 
a beam of light and hope in the middle of the darkest time of year. It is the 
reason for Christmas, and I hope that in the midst of celebrations this year you 
will make a space to remember this joyous event and say thank you. Here are a 
few things that you might like to engage with this year. 

On Advent Sunday, (1st December), at the 9.30 service, our new Advent 
Travelling Crib will be blessed and then it will begin its journey around the Parish, 
returning to our church on Christmas Day.  We need 24 households to host the 
Holy Family for one night each and then pass it to another family.   Accompanying 
the Crib are prayers to say when it arrives and candles to light beside the figures. 
It’s a lovely way for everyone, young and old, to engage with the Christmas story 
and also a great way to meet other people in the community that you may not yet 
know.  It also reminds us of our need to make room in our lives for the coming of 
Jesus. 

If you would like to be one of the host households, please call Annette 
Blyth 01544 388241. We will, of course, need your permission to give your contact 
details to the families before and after you on the list so that you can arrange to 
hand over the crib. Whoever takes the crib on Christmas Eve will need to bring it 
to church at 9.30am on Christmas Day! 
 Also, we are hoping to have an enormous Advent Calendar in the back of 
the church.  This is still in the planning stages so keep an eye on the Church notice 
board (next to Rita’s Tearoom) or the Church porch for plans to open the boxes 
every day of Advent. 

Every blessing, 
Julie 
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ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE – LIGHT UP A LIFE 
 

 
Remembering family, friends and colleagues and reflecting on the times we spent 
together. 
 Light up a Life gives you the chance to celebrate their lives – by lighting a 
candle, placing a dedication in St Michael’s ‘Books of Remembrance’ and, if you 
wish, attending one of the special events taking place throughout Herefordshire 
and the surrounding area. 
 
The full list of Light up a Life services is below. For more information, including 
details on how to leave a dedication in a Book of Remembrance, visit www.st-
michaels-hospice.org.uk .   
 
St Michael’s Hospice, Bartestree - Thursday 28th November - 5.30pm 
Lyde Arundel, Lyde – Sunday 1st December – 2.30pm 
St Michael & All Angels Church, Kingstone – Sunday 1st December – 4pm 
St Francis Roman Catholic Church, Ross – Sunday 1st December – 6.30pm 
St Michael’s Church, Brimfield – Sunday 1st December – 6.30pm 
St Francis Xavier Church, Hereford – Wednesday 4th December – 7pm 
St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Weobley – Wednesday 4th December – 7.30pm 
Café Morso, Colwall – Thursday 5th December – 6pm 
St Mary the Virgin Church, Marden – Sunday 8th December – 11.15am 
Steiner School, Much Dewchurch – Sunday 8th December – 3.30pm 
Methodist Church, Bromyard – Sunday 8th December – 4pm 
St Andrew’s Church, Hampton Bishop – Sunday 8th December – 4pm 
St Mary’s Church, Kington – Sunday 8th December – 5pm 
Leominster Methodist Church – Sunday 8th December – 5pm 
St Mary the Virgin Church, Burghill – Sunday 8th December – 6.30pm 
St Mary’s Church, Hay-on-Wye – Thursday 12th December – 6.30pm 
Hereford Cathedral – Sunday 15th December – 5.30pm 

http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
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EARDISLAND IN BLOOM 
 
The team is now nearing the end of their work for the gardening year and has 
recently completed the planting of over 600 viola plants, 300 tulips and a similar 
number of daffodils. To say they have been well watered in would be an under- 
statement! 

Beforehand we removed around 150 geranium plants, trimming them, 
keeping some soil on the roots, then placing them in boxes to be over wintered, 
hopefully to re-appear next May, already in bloom and ready for another 
summer. Our sincere thanks go to Suzanne Evans, who does the over wintering 
for us and is a huge supporter of Eardisland in Bloom as well as to our friends in 
Pembridge. 

We would like to echo Richard Kirby's piece regarding the Craft & 
Produce Fair, in thanking every individual who helped so magnificently both 
before, during and after the event. Without your help this event could not have 
taken place. 

Prior to reading these notes the E Team will have met to discuss its plans 
for 2020 and how to spend monies raised. There are some exciting ideas which 
we'll share with you all over the coming months. 

Thank you for your support. 
Phil Milchard & Chris Watson 

 
EARDISLAND BOWLING CLUB 
 
Our membership numbers increased this year to 38 and we have had a very 
successful season so far.  Our Men’s League Team has finished 7th in the 1st 
division with a close margin to the teams above.  The men also competed in the 
Hereford Times Cup and beat the formidable Ross on Wye team but then 
unfortunately lost to Weobley in a strongly contested match.  
The Ladies played in the Kington Shield against a very strong team from 
Brimfield, including several County players, and only lost by 5 shots which was 
very commendable. 

We play friendly matches against other clubs and we have 17 wins and 8 
losses up to now but there is one more to play and hopefully we can add to our 
wins.  These matches are played away and at home and are a great way of 
playing at other venues plus meeting other players. 

Club Competition Finals were played on Saturday 17th Aug and Sunday 
Aug 18th and the Presentation Lunch was held at the club in October. 

Bowling is a lovely game for all ages so if you are interested in joining us 
please email fitcats@btinternet.com or pop in and see us when we open next 
season on Tuesday evenings 6.15pm.  

Barbara Kay (Secretary) 01544 388697 

mailto:fitcats@btinternet.com
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WOODBINE WILLIE : A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS OF THE TRENCHES 
 

The Revd G.A. Studdert Kennedy 1883-1929 
 

This is the story of a Worcester priest who became a legend in the trenches and 
returned to find himself a national hero. 
 Well before he enlisted, Studdert Kennedy had already secured a place 
in the hearts of hundreds of the poorest people in Worcester, as parish priest in 
the poverty-stricken Blockhouse district. He drew large congregations in his own 
church, St. Paul’s, and in the nearby Cathedral. 
 Arriving in the trenches in 1915, he habitually stationed himself where 
fighting and suffering were greatest. The suffering appalled him; he preached in 
the language of the trenches and he always carried two knapsacks; one 
contained New Testaments, the other crammed with packets of Woodbines. 
 When war correspondents began to report the work of the front-line 
priest to a nation hungry for heroes, the legend of Woodbine Willie was born. 
 Ten years of public service followed the war as a chaplain to King George 
V, as a campaigner for numerous causes, particularly the Industrial Christian 
Fellowship and as a speaker at innumerable meetings and rallies. Inevitably 
wartime privations and overwork took their toll and Studdert Kennedy died of 
pneumonia in Liverpool in 1929, aged 46. 
 The faithful city came to a halt as thousands lined the two-mile route in 
front of shuttered shops, from the Cathedral across the Severn and up to St. 
John’s cemetery. From the tower the world’s finest ring of twelve bells led the 
solemn tolling of bells from a dozen churches in Worcester. They marked the 
premature passing at 46 of a man laid low by his lifelong devotion to the welfare 
of others.  And so, a national treasure was laid to rest in his home city. 
 Unknown at the time, another national treasure was watching his long- 
term friend pass by from a first-floor shop window in Worcester High Street. Like 
Woodbine Willie he was from a local family; at 70 years old he lived fairly quietly 
but his appearances inevitably caused excitement, so he kept a discreet presence 
above the shop fascia which bore his family name … Elgar. 
 

Note:  Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy is commemorated in one of the large panels of 
the Cathedral’s Millennium Window. A community hall on the site of the 
redeveloped Blockhouse area is named after him. 
 

“If it is sunshiny . . . look over the valley towards Malvern – bless my beloved 
country for me.” 
 

Sir Edward Elgar, to his friend Ivor Atkins, organist of Worcester Cathedral: letter 
26.10.1914. 

Barry Freeman 
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 THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 

'They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn, 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

we will remember them' 
 
Following my report in the last Eardisland Newsletter, we were pleased to 
welcome a number of visitors from both Eardisland and Monkland at each of our 
three well attended Autumn speaker meetings.  Illustrated talks on:  The Battle of 
Mirbat; Chronicles of a Bow Street Runner who had fought at Waterloo; and 
Redan Ridge Revisited.   
 
There are no meetings in either December or January.  Our Spring programme 
starts on Tuesday 4th February.  Dick Hallam's talk is titled "Man of God".  The 
extraordinary wartime ministry of a WWII Church of Scotland vicar.  All are 
welcome.  We suggest you arrive at The Crown Inn in Dilwyn a few minutes 
before 7.30pm to get your order in and find a seat.  Meetings end at 9.00pm.  
 
A former Dilwyn RBL member, Cyril Preece is buried in Eardisland churchyard.  
Cyril lived his final years in a British Legion home for ex-servicemen.  His nephew 
Noel Mifflin piloting his own aircraft would collect Cyril each Remembrance 
Sunday, flying back to Shobden enabling Cyril to attend the annual parade / 
Remembrance Service at St. Mary's Church Dilwyn with family and old friends.  
Cyril's grave until recently was unmarked.  On November 17th., a number of 
Dilwyn members were pleased to attend the short ceremony and blessing of the 
recently placed oak cross. 
 

David Fowler 
Secretary RBL Dilwyn 

01981 541058 
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1919: NATIONAL AND LOCAL EVENTS 
 

A year after the end of the First World War there were a number of major 
historical events in Britain; there were also some notable events that occurred 

in Eardisland 
 
11th November – first Remembrance Day observed with two minutes silence at 
11:00 pm. 
1st December – Nancy Astor becomes the first woman to take her seat in the 
House of Commons  
15th December – Meat rationing ends.  
22nd December – a  Bill in the House of Commons to provide for the better 
government of Ireland is introduced, proposing two Parliaments: one for the six 
counties of north-east Ulster and one for the other twenty-six.  
23rd December – Sex Disqualification Act removes legal disabilities on women 
entering the secular professions.  
30th December – The first female bar student is admitted for legal training in 
London  
     By the end of the year, the 1918 flu pandemic had infected more than 
500 million people around the world. The major troop staging and hospital camp 
in Etaples in France, was identified by researchers as being at its centre.  
     Meanwhile, in Eardisland in November 1919, Elizabeth Evans of the ‘White 
Swan Hotel’, which she had run since 1888, was charged with selling rum, gin and 
whisky at prices exceeding the maximum allowed. She pleaded guilty. Three 
customers had each ordered a glass of one of the spirits and were charged 
6pence per drink. This amounted to one shilling and sixpence: (now the 
equivalent of £1.25p per drink and £3.75 in total). It was stated in Court that the 
charges should have been 5pence per drink (although it was noted that a higher 
charge was allowed in ‘the smoke room’ as opposed to ‘the public bar’). She was 
fined £19.10shillings. (In today’s values when £1 was the equivalent of 
approximately £50, the fine was about £975). She was guilty of contravening the 
Profiteering Act.  

Also, in November 1919, Mr Annett of Streamford was summonsed for 
setting off a thunder flash in the highway. PC Matthew stated that he was riding 
his bicycle over the bridge when the firework was thrown and fell 6yards from 
him. He said “The thunder flash made a tremendous noise and could be heard 
many a mile away.” When asked where he bought the firework Mr Annett said, 
“From Mr Harvey’s shop” (on the riverbank). In court, Mr Harvey said he had 
warned purchasers to avoid throwing them in a dangerous way. Mr Annett was 
fined £1 (now £50). In another case, Annie Fletcher of The Barr was fined one 
shilling (£2.50) for riding her bicycle without a rear light (a wartime requirement). 
On a more positive note, it was something of a surprise to read in the school log- 



25 
 

book that at this time the boys raised 35 shillings ‘for a football’. This would be 
about £87 in current value. Perhaps they were intending to buy enough footballs, 
corner flags, whistles and goalposts to last many years.  
     Also, exactly a hundred years ago an application was made to the County 
Council for a polling station in Eardisland, something to be thankful for as we go 
to the polls in December. It is further recorded that a second application to the 
AA was made at this time for ‘Danger Notice Boards’ to be made available in the 
village. It is not clear as to whether this was successful or why they were 
required. Another item of village news in November 1919 was that “four inches 
of gravel was put on the road from the bridge to Mr Yeld’s cottage”. This was 
Arrow Bank, then known as Arrow Villa. The gravel was taken from the river and 
laid by Mr S. Morris for the sum of £1.4shillings (now about £75). The Eardisland 
WI Book records a reference to ‘old Henry Yeld’ in 1919 who was a familiar figure 
and a keen fisherman, always boasting of “that big fish that got away”. He was 
also described as “a Hereford cattle breeder and always bred good bulls”. There is 
a reference to him as being there in 1922 in Kelly‘s Directory, but none after that 
date. The Yeld family had been in the parish since 1821 when Thomas Yeld took 
the tenancy of the Broome farm. 
     Finally, one other item of wider Leominster news in November 1919 was the 
article which recorded the decision to consider the construction of a light railway 
through Weobley and Dilwyn to Leominster. A public meeting was held, at which 
the audience unanimously decided to support the scheme. But nothing seems to 
have occurred to pursue the matter further.  What a tourist attraction it would 
have been had its advocates done so. 

Paul Selfe  
 
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND 

 
 Our last Ramble started in 2018 at The Court House and wandered via 
1934 and briefly the 1920s to 1576.  
 Relating to 1576 we had encountered various circumstances concerning 
who then held the manor of Eardisland and had raised three questions from a 
textual extract. Of these the answer to the first cannot be addressed without 
knowing the answer to the second; the third, whilst related, would, if my thinking 
is realistic, take us down an even earlier and less certain path. And so the 
direction and date of our now footpath springs from the second question viz. 
“Why was Queen Mary holding the manor of Eardisland when the lease was 
drawn up, and for how long had the Crown held the manor before her?”. 
 This takes us first to 1086 and Domesday Book. In DB it is recorded that 
Morcar held what has been identified as Eardisland, although it is not actually 
named as such in DB. He held Eardisland in the time of Edward the Confessor viz. 
1042-1066. The wording in DB, in translation “In the time of King Edward” is 
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usually taken to mean immediately before King Edward’s death whose burial at 
Westminster Abbey was on 6th January 1066. 
 Morcar was the son of Aelfgar, earl of Mercia, and Aelfgifu, possibly the 
daughter of the Northumbrian thegn Morcar (killed in 1015) who had married 
into the family of Aelgifu of Northampton, King Knut’s first wife. At the time of 
King Edward’s death in 1066 Morcar was still in his teens and, even by the 
custom of those times, is unlikely to have held ‘Eardisland’- or any other lands, 
for very long. 
 Before Morcar, who? 
 Later in the Domesday Book entry for ‘Eardisland’ is the wording: Before 
1066 the reeve of this manor had the custom that when his lady came to the 
manor he presented her with 18 ora of pence so that she might be happy. 
 And so before Morcar a lady held what is now referred to as Eardisland. 
 There is no record of Morcar marrying or fathering children, which could 
be taken to indicate that the lady may have been of the previous generation – 
but who? Not necessarily Morcar’s mother, or even a relative at all. Her identity, 
and the then circumstances here remain to be established. 
 Much has been written by scholars about Morcar but I have read 
nothing specific to Eardisland other than the Domesday Book entry. He was not 
at Hastings in 1066 but had been fully involved at the battles of Gate Fulford, 
west of York, on 20th September 1066 and at Stamford Bridge, east of York, on 
25th September 1066. The Dictionary of National Biography (2004) states: On 
hearing of the Norman victory [Hastings]…Morcar and his brother…joined 
Archbishop Ealdred of York and the citizens of London in the election of Edgar 
Aetheling as King.  
 Subsequently Morcar accepted William the Conqueror as king, but then 
rebelled, later to be captured and imprisoned. A much later, thirteenth century, 
manuscript suggests that: William 1 seized Morcar’s estates and it seems likely 
that this would have occurred at his imprisonment in 1071 After 1071 nothing is 
documented about Morcar although there are theories about what happened to 
him. None of these in any way involve Eardisland. 
 In 1071, then, the Crown was in direct possession of the manor of 
Eardisland.     
 Assisted by an eminent historian writing in recent years the mist, which 
has been restricting our view of this latter part of our ramble, now clears.  
 …….in 1091, William Rufus gave all the lands he had had in Herefs at the 
time of DB to William (i) de Braose of Bramber. He gave him also the royal 
manors of Radnor, Kingsland, Eardisland, Burton Court and Burlingjob, along 
with…...Pembridge. These lands he made into the barony or honour of Radnor. 
 The de Braose family continued to hold Eardisland. The second William 
de Braose died in 1175 and was succeeded by his son, William (iii). 
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 We become aware that our Ramble has now entered a period of 
considerable trouble in Herefordshire, the Crown (King John) and the barons of 
Herefordshire being in conflict. 
  We pause in our journey and are fortunate to find a copy of 
Herefordshire Archaeological News. It is issue number 62, dated September 
1994. How it has reached us in the 12th century is not clear. Writing in this 
publication Paul Remfry (who later gave two Talks here in the Village Hall), said: 
 On 28 May 1213 King John ordered William Cantilupe to munition the 
castles of Hereford and Hordiand. It is possible that the site referred to is now 
Eardisland (Rot Lit Cl, 134). It had probably been seized from William Braose, 
almost certainly in 1208. 
 By 1230, arguably a good few years earlier, the de Braose family were 
again holding Eardisland. Reginald, son of William (iii) de Braose had died in 1228 
and was succeeded by his son, William (iv). This William did not survive very long 
after the death of his father. William (iv) was hung by Llewelyn the Great in 1230. 
That same year on 25th April, the King, Henry III, granted the lands and castles 
held by William (iv) de Braose [and now I am again quoting from Remfry 1994] 
…to William Marshalll. These consisted of… and bails of…Kingsland (Kingeslen) 
and Eardisland (Erleslen) (CPR 1225-32,339).    
 
 These two pathways to 1994 remind us that it is time to return to 2019, 
to the close proximity of the Village Shop at the Dovecote.  

George Alderson 
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com 

 
EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT 
                                

The weather for Eardisland in September saw a 
dramatic change with 121 mm (4.7 inches) of 
rain falling during the month causing the river to 
rise from 6 to 47 inches on Sunday 29th. 
Temperatures ranged from 14 to 25 degrees C 
and barometer pressures ranged from 29.2 to 
30.22. 

 The weather in October did not improve with storm Lorenzo passing and 
leaving us with a record 165mm (6.5 inches) of rain, the river level, which had 
dropped to 14inches, then rose to a level of 70 inches, the highest recorded since 
us moving to Eardisland. Temperatures ranged from 8 to 18 degrees C and 
barometer pressures ranged from 29.3 to 30. 
 The equivalent rainfall for September 2018 was 81mm (3.22 inches) and 
October 60mm (2.38) inches. 

Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House.  

mailto:gwawestwayes@btinternet.com
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STORK CLUBS                                                          

A Lee Foundation pilot 

project starting at  

The Forbury, Leominster in 

January 2020. 

 

Can you help us help new 

parents feel supported? 

 

 

85% new parents will experience the ‘Baby Blues’ 

(NICE) 13% may go on to get postnatal depression. 

 

From conversations with local midwives and 

health visitors we have developed ‘Stork Clubs’.  

Safe spaces where new parents can build confidence 

via a FREE 12-week programme of mini workshops.  

Parents are offered 2 x weekly hosted sessions with 

peer befriending, telephone link and swap shop. 

 

Please help with sponsorship/donations, giving 

unwanted treasures to be auctioned, subsidising 

printing services, volunteer time or attending our 

event. 

 

TUESDAY 19th November 2019 @ 18:30 (show starts 19:00)  

STORK CLUB FUNdraiser at The Lion Ballroom, 

Leominster  

A quirky evening of music, readings, sketches and 

songs inspired by  

bestselling Call the Midwife author Jennifer Worth.  

Tickets £15 available from Leominster Tourist 

Information Centre, Kingsland & Orleton shops 

or contact Beth at storkclubsuk@gmail.com 

tel: 01568 709107  

Event sponsors:  Vocalprocess; Radnorhills; 

Brightwells; Cider Barn Restaurant, Pembridge; 

Richards Castle WI 

 

find us at www.facebook.com/storkclubsuk    

www.the leefoundation.com   charity: 1161318     

 

mailto:storkclubsuk@gmail.com
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NEW YEAR! NEW START! NEW COURSE! HOME 
START! 

This year you could make a real difference! 
As childhood can’t wait 

Meet new people, make new friends, 
Be part of a great team that helps others. 

~You could be that special friend that means so 
much to someone else~ 

 
Home-Start Herefordshire supports families with children from 0-19 throughout 
the county.  Willing to offer 2 or 3 hours a week to give help and support to 
parents finding life hard by using your own experiences and your home-visiting 
training? 
 What do we do? Volunteers supporting parents and families. A local 
community network of trained volunteers and expert support helping families 
with young children through their challenging times. There for parents when they 
need us the most because childhood can’t wait. 

Why do we do it? The earliest years make the biggest impact: Home-
Start make sure those years count so that no child’s future is limited.  
How do we do it? No judgement, just compassionate, confidential help and 
expert support. Starting in the home, our approach is as individual as the people 
we’re helping share local expertise. 
 
The issue: A child’s earliest years are irreplaceable. Without a stable, loving and 
nurturing environment, a very young child will not develop the vital foundations 
they need. They will not develop the skills that help with everything from their 
behaviour, their ability to learn, their confidence or even the some of the most 
basic things, like being able to go to the toilet by themselves.  

Once the chance is missed, making up lost ground in later life is difficult, 
expensive and often just doesn’t happen. A child’s future shouldn’t be blighted 
before it’s even started. All of us make New Year’s resolutions which we intend 
to keep but somehow they get lost by the wayside. This year make your 
resolution a reality.  

All our volunteers attend a course of preparation and have ongoing 
training and support. Whilst offering help to families our volunteers find they get 
a tremendous sense of satisfaction and enjoy the time they spend together, 
often making real lasting friendships. 
 
The preparation course is a free 1 day a week session, running for 10 weeks 
every Thursday, 9.30-2.50 pm.  This will be starting on 30th January 2019. All 
travel expenses will be paid and we are delighted to now be able to offer it at an 
accredited level which requires a fee of £40. 
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Our Scheme manager and organisers are fully qualified and experienced to 
deliver this valuable course, the purpose of which is to explain the ethos of the 
charity and to obtain an understanding of the different needs the families may 
require. 

If you would like to know more about how you become a volunteer, 
help us with our fundraising or events please do give us a call 01432 371212 

Suite 1, Lakeside Offices 
Thorn Business Park, 

Rotherwas Hereford, HR2 6JT 
homestart.hereford@virgin.net   www.home-startherefordshire.co.uk 

 
We can’t wait to hear from you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tickets from Fletchers Newsagents, Broad Street, Leominster 

mailto:homestart.hereford@virgin.net
http://www.home-startherefordshire.co.uk/
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Laughter Yoga: 
 
If you’re in need of a chuckle or a belly full of titters, St Michael’s Hospice has a 
slightly different approach which may lighten your mood this winter. 
Free monthly Laughter Yoga sessions are taking place at the Hospice in 
Bartestree. 

Laughter Yoga is proving popular around the world with many 
suggesting it’s a good workout, as well as putting people in a happier mood. 
‘It’s a combination of laughter and breathing exercises which are good for the 
body, mind, spirit and soul,’ said Elaine Pawley, the Lead Social Worker at St 
Michael’s who runs the sessions.  

‘It taps into our inner child by encouraging us to be playful and laugh at 
the everyday. 

‘It can be applied as a non-medicinal approach to assist with pain relief, 
mood, immune system and relaxation.’ 

The public can attend one session or as many as you wish. They take 
place on the final Friday of each month at 11.30am, starting on Friday 31st 
January at the Hospice in Bartestree (HR1 4HA). 
For more information, contact Elaine on 01432 852 628 or 
email epawley@smhospicehereford.org 
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This edition of the Eardisland Parish Magazine was printed by: 

Leominster Community Resource Centre 
© Published and copyright: Eardisland Parish Council 2019 

 
Views expressed are those of individual contributors and not necessarily those of 
Eardisland Parish Council. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is published by 
Eardisland Parish Council without inserts. The Eardisland Parish Magazine is 
posted online in pdf format on the village website: www.eardisland.org.uk. 
Eardisland Parish Council has appointed Cllr. ELAINE HARPER as the member 
responsible for the Magazine. Elaine may be contacted on  01544 388274. 
 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) individuals must give 
positive consent for their personal data to be held and published. Both the parish 
council and the community website have a responsibility to comply with the 
GDPR. Therefore, by actively submitting an article for publication in the parish 
magazine, you are giving positive ongoing consent for your data to be held and 
published in the magazine in paper and online format. Please contact the 
magazine editor if this is not acceptable to you. 
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