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Eardisland Motte and Moat, January 2020. This is believed to be the remnants of a Saxon
fortress.
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EDITORIAL
Yet again Eardisland suffered flooding towards the end of last year. The village
was cut off for all but large vehicles twice within a short space of time. Of course,
the problems were not unique to us, given that it seemed that much of
Herefordshire and beyond suffered badly. The Parish Clerk, Alison Sutton, wishes
to keep a record of flood events, including photos, and refers to this on page 8,
paragraph 2. Please contact Alison if you can help with relevant information.
Whilst the village escaped relatively unscathed, some houses were flooded, and
our sympathies go to the owners who suffered damage.
I am hoping to publish an updated version of ‘Who’s Who and
Organisations’ in the March edition. Please expect to be contacted by Patricia if
you are associated with this helpful digest.
You may recall that I mentioned that ITV was going to visit the village at
the beginning of December, and this they did. A reporter, together with a
cameraman complete with drone for aerial video, arrived on 4th December – to
be greeted by thick fog. This was all the more annoying because the previous day
had seen beautiful sun and cloudless sky. They conducted interviews in the murk,
but decent photos and the drone plan were all abandoned. What a shame.
Anyway, thanks to those who took part, and especial thanks to Chris and Sophie
in the Cross for providing refreshments. If there is a broadcast, I have asked for
details and a DVD. I’ll let you know if anything more happens.
Happy New Year,
Chris Bivand
Editor
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EARDISLAND PARISH DIARY
Wednesday 29th January
Tuesday 4th February
Friday 7th February
Thursday 13th February
FRIDAY 6TH MARCH
Tuesday 10th March
Thursday 12th March
Saturday 4th April
Thursday 9th April
Tuesday 21st April
FRIDAY 1ST MAY
Friday/Saturday 1/2 May
Saturday 2nd May
8-10 May
Thursday 14th May
15-18th May
Monday 8th June
Thursday 11th June
FRIDAY 3RD JULY
Thursday 9th July
FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
Saturday 5th September
Thursday 10th September
Thursday 8th October
Saturday 10th October
Thursday 12th November
FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER

Special PC meeting, VH, 7.30pm, p.8
Royal British Legion, Dilwyn, 7.30pm, p.16
Craft Workshop, p.13
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
MAGAZINE COPY DATE
Royal British Legion, Dilwyn, 7.30pm, p.16
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Litter Pick, p.24
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Royal British Legion, Dilwyn, 7.30pm, p.16
MAGAZINE COPY DATE
Hospice Plant Sale, p.30
Plant Sale, p.24
VE Day Celebrations, p.8
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
ETA visit to France, p.11
Community Shop AGM, VH, 6.00pm
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
MAGAZINE COPY DATE
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
MAGAZINE COPY DATE
Eardisland Village Show, p.17
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
Craft and Produce Fair, p24
Parish Council Meeting, VH, 7.30pm
MAGAZINE COPY DATE

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION DATE IS USUALLY A
FORTNIGHT AFTER THE COPY DATE.
Regularly: Share a Care – last Thursday of the month.
For the latest information on events (or cancellations), please visit the Eardisland
Community Website: www.eardisland.org.uk
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THE ANNUAL REVIEW compiled by Barry Freeman
THE AIM OF THIS REVIEW is always two-fold: to provide an annual stocktaking of
our progress and achievements as a community and to give a clear picture of
local life in these early years of the 21st century for future historians.
THE MAIN EVENTS OF 2019
16 March
6 April
14 April
17 April
11 May
17-20 May
20 May
29 June
14 July
25 Aug
7 Sep
12 Oct
11 Nov
15 Nov
20 Dec
31 Dec

Soup + pud event Village Hall Committee
French breakfast Kingsland School PTA and friends
Model train day Borders O gauge group
The Narrow Road Production in church PCC
Plant sale Eardisland in Bloom
French guests visit. Twinning Association ETA
Coffee & cakes event village hall VHC
Village picnic Recreation ground VHC
WI Centenary service church WI
Duck races on millstream VHC
Village Show VSC
Craft & Produce Fair PCC & EIB
Bells Quarter Peal Half Muffled Eardisland bell ringers
Hospice coffee morning Hospice Friends Group
Carol singing Village Hall Committee
New Year’s party village hall VHMC

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
* Eardisland in Bloom. Every year from early Spring to late Autumn the
indefatigable members of the E-Team can be seen working on public areas
throughout the village. A new feature this year is the replacement weir by the
millstream bridge installed by team members and paid for by In Bloom funds.
Nearby the long stretch of public verge along the Manor House wall has been a
riot of eye-catching colours for the village centre following its planting with
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perennials. The Annual Litter Pick along village area roadsides attracted a
bumper turnout of 30 helpers; a very creditable effort.
* The Community Garden. A completely new village feature located adjacent to
the Bowling Club on the recreation ground. A first half-year report recorded a
good crop of vegetables followed by a sweetcorn eating party and a grand
opening with the Village Show.
* The Community Shop. This is one of Eardisland community’s great successes in
the last few years and it was fittingly marked with The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service at a presentation in the parish church in September. The shop
performs a social function which is equally important to its retail service. Its loss
would be a dreadful blow to our community. We have no comparable amenity.
* Eardisland WI Centenary. Our village is the proud home of almost the earliest
founded WI branch in Herefordshire. This landmark year was celebrated with a
service in July and a celebratory dinner. The branch enters its second centenary
in 2020 in fine forward-looking spirit.
* Eardisland Memorial Walks. This unique commemoration of the 13 young
men who are recorded on our parish World War I memorial was established in
2018. During 2019 a series of walks have been held to follow each of these walks
and provide an official opening.
The information below is contributed by Hugh Vernon who has been the driving
force behind the Memorial Walks for the past four years.
A First World War remembrance project, Eardisland Memorial Walks got underway in
the spring of 2017, having received generous funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
For the unfamiliar, the Walks’ objective is to recognise the sacrifices made by the 13
soldiers named on the village War Memorial. Success will be indicated in part when
our lads’ names become as well-known as those of parishioners today, and unique
waymarks showing names, regimental units and dates of death distinguish the Walks.
Memorial gates - one for each of our 13 Fallen - have been installed and each bears a
brass plaque, also showing the commemorated soldier’s name. With minimal access
issues across the seasons, guides to routes which include information about the
respective soldier are always available in the dovecote’s Community Shop, with more
information at www.eardislandmemorialwalks.org.uk.
There is a general recognition of the health and welfare benefits drawn from walking
in pleasant countryside. Moreover, attracting tourists into our area supports small
businesses and walking between our villages draws attention to the importance of
agriculture. Aiming to make Eardisland a better place in which to live or visit is the
overall purpose.
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The commitment, work and generosity of a number of people and organisations
made the project possible, and support continues. Many, many thanks.
FAREWELL TO THREE FRIENDS
Sadly, during the year three long standing residents have passed away: Peggy Bray;
Peter Davenport; Francis Greenhough.
PARISH ORGANISATIONS
The following bodies have continued to make their invaluable contributions to our
varied community life and wellbeing:
The Parish Council, Footpath and Tree Officers · The Parochial Church Council,
Cleaners and Flower Guild · Village Show Committee · Hospice Friends Support Group
 Women’s Institute · History and Heritage Group · Dovecote Trust ·
Community Shop Team · Eardisland in Bloom · Whittington Education Trust ·
Twinning Association · Village Band · Bowls Club · Art Group ·
Local Links Share-a-Care Group · Parish Magazine · Community Website ·
Village Hall Management Committee · Eardisland Memorial Walks Group
VOLUNTEERS: THE PEOPLE WHO GET THINGS DONE
Listed above are 16 events and 20 organisations. They perform a wide variety of
functions and duties but all share one common factor: they are staffed entirely by
volunteers. They are the people who make a difference, week after week, year after
year. They transform a village from a group of buildings into a community, and there
is a world of difference. Buildings are static and inanimate, communities are dynamic
creations, their volunteers consistently looking for further ways to enhance the local
quality of life.
Half the organisations and events listed did not exist 20 years ago. They were
created by people who saw an opportunity to improve community life, enthused
others and set to work, expending time, imagination and, not infrequently, money to
turn a vision into reality.
Volunteers are the people who ensure a community is always moving forward.
If you feel you might like to join the volunteer team of one (or more) of the listed
organisations, an updated copy of the parish Who’s Who is planned for the next issue
of this magazine in March.

6

EARDISLAND COMMUNITY SHOP
Still Serving You, But for how Long?
I wrote a piece for the last Parish Magazine about how our Community Shop
needs more volunteers to join the committee, and unfortunately, we are no
further forward. My article failed to prick your conscience enough for you to join
us, so I have no option but to appeal to your community spirit again.
We are extraordinarily lucky to have over 60 volunteers working 1 hour
shifts in the shop, who represent nearly a quarter of all the households in the
Parish. The commitment of this community to making our shop work for all
cannot be overstated, and I personally thank each one of them for their
contribution; but there is more to running a shop than working the till.
There are 9 people on the Shop Committee, 5 of whom will retire at the 2020
AGM and have served on the committee for over 5 years. I cannot thank them
enough for their time, their energy and their passion in making our shop function
effectively, but we cannot expect them to go on volunteering ad infinitum. The
remaining 4 members of the committee can’t be expected to pick up all their
responsibilities, so I am appealing to you again to join us before the nuclear
option is unavoidable.
Our shop provides not only the basic food commodities of life, but also
serves as a community hub, a social touchpoint and is the soul of the whole
community, for young and old alike. There is nothing difficult or onerous about
running a shop such as ours, and no special skills or previous experience is
necessary. There is work to be done on a daily/weekly basis, such as stock
ordering, the Booker cash & carry trip, phoning volunteers to fill shifts, managing
the newspapers, basic bookkeeping and dealing with day to day issues,
maintenance and any other responsibilities. Each of these tasks is enough for any
one individual, and I am very keen that no one person is overburdened, so that
serving on the committee is neither time consuming nor onerous.
The 2020 AGM will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 8th June 2020
at 6.00 pm, (please make a diary note and attend), if we do not have a succession
plan in place by then, then I don’t know what the future holds. The successful
operation of our shop is only possible on the back of volunteers’ efforts; it simply
would not be a commercially viable entity if it paid wages, so there is only one
way, the current way, that the shop can continue to operate. In 2019 the shop
was awarded the Queens Award for Voluntary Service. Please don’t let 2020 be
the year it all collapsed.
I believe the right number of people for the committee is between 8-10
so that no one individual is overburdened, therefore I am looking for 4-6 more
people to take a leap of faith and join the committee. It’s actually very rewarding
and good humoured, there are no politics or disagreements because we are all
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trying to do the right thing for the shop and that gives us a commonality of
purpose.
If you are interested, or curious for more information before
committing, then please do not hesitate to contact me on the email address
below.
Please step forward, there is no-one else…
Reg Curtis
Chairman - Eardisland Community Shop
eardislandshop@gmail.com
PARISH COUNCIL (PC) UPDATE:
1. Very few parishioners attended the public meeting to discuss a VE Day 75
parish celebration event on 8-10 May. Various suggestions were considered,
and the following options will be taken forward. The church will hold a
service, either on the evening of Thursday 7, Friday 8 or Sunday 10 May and
the bells will be rung as part of the national celebration of bell ringing. It is
planned to plant 75 trees on the approaches to the village and in
parishioners’ gardens on the road hedge line if wished, to form a line of trees
through the village. More information and costs are being obtained and the
parish council hopes to buy the trees. Please contact the Clerk if you’re
interested in being part of this. Thirdly, the idea of a coffee morning after the
church service was considered and will be investigated further. Please contact
the church if you’re able to help with this. If you have any other ideas, please
contact the Clerk. Or if you would like to organise your own celebration, use
the link on the parish Facebook page to a site that provides ideas for this.
2. If you have any photos, video or details about the flood at the end of October,
please can you contact the Clerk, as the parish council is gathering evidence
of all flood events.
3. After a number of discussions with Herefordshire Council, the parish council
has agreed to submit further evidence to support the application made in
2004 for a request for Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) for ED5/6.
To submit evidence someone needs to complete a form and mark on an
official map the route they walked through the caravan park before ED5 was
closed in 2000, following the collapse of the stile into the river. Even if
Herefordshire decide to make a DMMO, the landowner can object. Therefore,
anyone who does submit evidence must be prepared to attend a Public
Inquiry and be cross-examined by the Inspector. There is a huge number of
8

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

DMMOs with the system and is fairly unlikely that this application would be
re-prioritised to allow it to be progressed and an order made. If you do wish
to submit evidence, please contact the Clerk who will supply a form and the
map that must be used.
The parish council decided in November to facilitate the setting up of an
Environmental Group within the parish, to investigate and take forward ways
that parishioners can reduce their carbon footprint. If you are interested in
joining an Environment Group, please contact the Clerk.
The PC has been asked to consider having Balfour Beatty cutting the road
verges only once a year in August/September to increase biodiversity. It
decided to have a trial of this with the verges between Legions Cross (the
A44/C1035 junction) and the 30 mph signs.
Following a second safety report on the play area highlighting the damage to
the fence, the parish council decided to have the fence removed rather than
repaired. The situation will be monitored and reviewed in September. If you
have any comments, please contact the Clerk.
The Project Working Group for the upgrade and refurbishment of the village
hall has made progress and once the current phosphate issue is resolved, a
planning application will be made, and tenders requested. In the meantime,
due to the gas heaters being condemned, quotes for a new gas central
heating system will be obtained and considered at an extra parish council
meeting on Wednesday 29 January at 7.30.
In November the police sent out a warning about fraud scams against elderly
women in the county. Posters were placed on the website and notice boards.
Please take great care if someone rings and says they are the police or your
bank and ask you to move money or give account details – the police and
banks NEVER ask people to do this, but fraudsters do.
The Police and Crime Commissioner has a new initiative ‘We Don’t Buy Crime’
which involves parishioners in an area marking moveable, and therefore more
easily stolen, property with Smartwater. The Commissioner will fund 25% of
the Smartwater kits if the parish council will fund the rest (about £1,600).
However, the initiative is only effective as a deterrent if 70% of households in
the area have property marked. Please contact the Parish Clerk on
parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk or 07789 322771 if you are interested in
this project. We can only go ahead if enough people want to take part.
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10. The new parish council website can be accessed at www.eardisland-pc.gov.uk
with the community website continuing to provide all other information at
www.eardisland.org.uk.
11. GDPR requires people to give positive consent for the parish council to hold
personal data and to allow you to receive emails. Please contact the Clerk if
you wish your name and data to be removed from the list for news alerts.
12. The following planning applications have been considered or noted in
November and January. P193378/F, Homeleigh, Haven Drive, Eardisland, HR6
9BN – Proposed first floor balcony at rear of property – Commented that
issue of overlooking identified and request made for site visit by officer –
Noted approved with conditions. P193735/F, Woodgate Farm, Kingsland,
HR6 9RL – Retention of building used for the storage of woodchip and
housing of 1no. 995 kwh biomass boiler for heating of existing poultry units
and installation of a 198 kW ground-based solar PV scheme - Supported.
Noted P193684/K, Shop Cottage, Eardisland, HR6 9BN – Proposed works to
Willow tree, Salix Alba, is causing problems to applicant’s house; i.e. roof.
Request a pollard to encourage regrowth, to be reduced to the old cuts,
approx. 12 ft high – Supported and Works Allowed. Noted P192250/F, Land
adjoining Orchard Farm, Eardisland – Proposed self-build dwelling and
garage. New access road. Demolition of outbuilding and close existing access
– Withdrawn. P194070/F, Moat Cottage, School Lane, Eardisland, HR6 9BP –
Proposed replacement dwelling and garage – Support and commented:
existing house too small for family to occupy; new build better option for
family home than extension on current building; appreciate effort to provide
sustainable dwelling; care and thought gone into design, supports local area
and Eardisland NDP; conforms to NDP policies E1 and E5.
13. The planned parish council meeting dates can be found in the diary of the
magazine. Extra meetings will be held if required to meet deadlines for
response to planning applications and details can be found on the notice
boards and website. Meetings are open to the public and a short time is
allocated on the agenda to take questions or comments from parishioners, in
line with the council’s standing orders.
Alison Sutton
parish.clerk@eardisland-pc.gov.uk

10

TWINNING VISIT TO LA VIEILLE LYRE 2020
Following a very happy visit here from a group of French Twinning supporters,
and friends, from La Vieille Lyre in May 2019 we have been invited to return this
year, 2020, between May 15th and 18th.
This will follow the proposed parish celebration event VE Day 75 years
between May 8th and 10th and once in France we will attend a ceremony which
will complement the one held here in May 2019 when we remembered the
French men from La Vieille Lyre who died in the First World War: in May 2020 we
will pay witness to the men from Eardisland. A plaque engraved with their names
will have a permanent spot in their memory in our twinned village in Normandy.
It is perhaps more important than ever to celebrate the peace which largely
endures in Europe and the closeness between our two countries.
The visits usually include a visit to somewhere in the area, a whole
group meal and shared meals so if a lack of French worries you it need not as you
will not be on your own. In the past a number of people have taken part with no
French but found communication can happen successfully in other ways. We
always mention the level of language we each have, and matches are made to
best accommodate these needs. With work pressures from younger members on
both sides as well as age and health problems it is possible there will be a little
break in organised group visits so, please, if you are even slightly wondering
about the Twinning set up and how things work do get in touch with me. New
blood is needed in all organisations: you will be warmly received. Warm
friendships have developed between our 2 villages and these will continue.
If you wish to consider being part of this year’s visit, please get in touch soon.
The French are organising the weekend and will wish to know as soon as possible
which hosts will be best suited to visitors from here. It is always a great weekend,
warm and welcoming, good fun.
Looking forward to hearing from you!
Elaine Harper
01544 388274
cande@hartsons.plus.com
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EARDISLAND W.I. REPORT
We had a varied and informative 2019 including our Centenary Celebrations but
despite this at the Annual Meeting in November, although four people were
willing to stand on the committee, there was not enough support from the
current membership for it to continue in a feasible way socially as well as
financially.
Therefore, it was decided to hold a Suspension Meeting on Monday 13th
January at 2p.m. in the committee room in the village hall. If the resolution for
this is supported by three quarters of the current membership, then it will be
suspended but can be reformed within the next three years if it is deemed viable.
It is with great regret that I have to report this but, as you no doubt have
read throughout the magazine, every organisation is experiencing problems of
leadership.
I wish every reader a very Happy 2020.
Mavis Tantrum Eardisland W.I.
01544 387972
EARDISLAND VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The New Year’s Ever party went with a swing. This year we are indebted to the
fantastic relief team that ran the event when the usual team were not available.
A huge round of applause goes to Phil M and Sue W who headed up the event
this year and to everyone who got behind them and supported their efforts.
To say “It never rains but that it pours” is putting it mildly this winter.
We had just got over the literal meaning of this cliché following the flooding in
October, when the metaphorical meaning became relevant. On Friday 13 th of
December the gas heaters in the hall were due for an annual service. I went up to
the hall at 8am to let the service guy in and returned at 9.30am to find he had
condemned the gas heaters and cut off the gas supply they used. Naturally panic
stations followed; we had people using the hall and the New Year’s Eve party
booked. An emergency meeting of EVHMC agreed to purchase temporary
freestanding heaters to support the two fixed, electric radiators. The landlords,
the Parish Council, were informed as the heating system is part of the building
fixtures and fittings.
At the time of writing the hall is being heated to an adequate standard
but, I fear, using approximately 50% more electricity than we were using over the
same period last year. More sleepless nights! Obviously, this is not a situation
that EVHMC can fund for a sustained period. It also requires quite a lot of
volunteer time and effort. EVHMC are working with the Parish Council to find a
solution; ultimately it is up to the Parish Council to decide what fixed heating
12

equipment is used in the hall as they own the building on behalf of the parish.
EVHMC manage the building and pay the running cost bills.
As you will all know the parish voted for certain refurbishments to take
place at the village hall. This programme will have to be considered by the Parish
Council when making their decisions.
If you see a confused old lady wandering around the village muttering
about electricity bills and Friday 13th, it will be me. Take pity, point me in the
direction of home and send me on my way.
Carole Millin, for EVHMC

The Eardisland Village Show Committee is organising a
number of craft workshops over the year, funded by
money raised at the show.
On Friday 7th February, 7-9pm, The Prolific
Crafter will be again leading a workshop at The Village
Hall, teaching us how to make needle felted birds. This
should be really good fun - as well as giving us a good
start to our 2020 Village Show entries!
The cost of the event will be £3 to include all materials. I’ll bring tea and
coffee, but feel free to bring your own drinks and snacks too. Please do let me
know if you are able to attend.
Thanks,
Jo South
jo.evhmc@yahoo.com
100 CLUB
If you are a member of the 100 Club, it’s almost time to renew your subscription
ready for the first draw of the new year in January. £15 a year will give you the
chance of winning a cash prize in one of the monthly draws - £30, £20, and two
prizes of £7.50.
If you are not a member, why not join us and help towards keeping our
church flourishing? New members are always welcome – and if you wish, you
can hold more than one number to increase your chances of winning! Several
members even hold numbers for each of their grandchildren!
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Eardisland PCC’ and can be handed
to any PCC member, dropped through my letterbox or left in the shop for
collection. Thank you!
Annette Blyth
Arrow Cottage
 01544 388241
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CHURCH MATTERS
Priest-in-Charge:

Rev. Julie Read, The Rectory, Kingsland.
 07826 194400, rev.julie@btinternet.com
 01568 708255

Churchwarden

Liz Lever, 1 Arrow Barns, Eardisland
 01544 388157 leverfamily360@hotmail.com
Dian Cope, Downome, Eardisland.
 01544 388317
Richard Kirby
01544 388810
Mike Coleburn
 01544 388486
Annette Blyth
01544 388241
Avis Denny
01568 780874

Sacristan
Lay Co-Chair:
Treasurer:
Organist:
PCC Secretary:

SERVICES TO BE HELD AT ST MARY THE VIRGIN, EARDISLAND AND FAMILY
SERVICES AT KINGSLAND

Sunday 19th January
9.30am
Holy Communion
Epiphany 2
11am
Family service
Sunday 26th January
9.30 am
Holy Communion
Epiphany 3
Sunday 2nd February
9.30am
Holy Communion
Candlemas
9.30am
Messy Church
Sunday 9th February
9.30 am
Morning Prayer
th
Sunday 16 February
9.30 am
Holy Communion
11 am
Family Service
rd
Sunday 23 February
9.30am
Holy Communion
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Eardisland
Kingsland

Eardisland

Eardisland
Kingsland
Eardisland
Eardisland
Kingsland
Eardisland

Wednesday 26th February
7.30pm
Ash Wednesday
Benefice service
Sunday 1st March
9.30am
Holy Communion
First Sunday in Lent

Kingsland

Eardisland

FROM JULIE READ
May I wish you all a very happy new year and I think you will join with me in
saying that the church looked wonderful this Christmas, both the floral
decorations and the Advent Calendar and Crib. Thank you to all those who
contributed to making a Joyous Christmas at Eardisland Church, and to all those
who came along.
January includes Plough Sunday where we pray for our farming
community at the beginning of a new cycle of growth after a very wet late
Autumn and the flooding that followed. It also marks the end of the 12 days of
Christmas, the time of feasting and celebrating and getting back to work and
school. Did you know that in medieval times there would be a community plough
that would have been kept in the church for community use, and in Victorian
times when the tradition of plough Sunday was re-instated, there would have
been a parade through villages with the plough and a hat passed around, and if
you didn’t contribute to the final drink of the Christmas Season you would likely
get your garden ploughed. It is rather more brutal than the Trick or Treat of the
young these days.
The year has started rather starkly with the fires in Australia, the
uncertain relationship between Iran and USA, and the stepping out of Harry and
Meghan from the Royal Family. What can we do? We can push for our
communities and countries to take on the challenge of Global Warming before it
is too late. I was very struck by David Attenborough on television this Christmas
saying if he thought it was too late, he would just bury his head, but it is not too
late, so let us all do something towards this. All the rest is to do with
relationships – between countries, between families, between neighbours. The
story of our Christian Faith is to do with the restoration of the relationship
between us and God through the life and work of Jesus Christ. Each Sunday we
meet to pray for the world, for the Church, for our communities and for
individuals. You are very welcome to come and join us as we hold the whole of
creation in our thoughts and prayers and help inform our actions. There is hope,
we just have to enter in to help find the way of light for the world both now and
for our children’s children.
Amen
15

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
'They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
we will remember them'
Following our traditional Christmas break - no meetings in either December or
January, our Spring programme kicks off on Tuesday 4th February. Dick Hallam's
talk is titled "Man of God". Dick will talk of the extraordinary wartime ministry of
a WWII Church of Scotland vicar whose motto could have been Compassion,
Conviction and Courage.
On Tuesday 10th March, John Scott takes us back to 1918 and the formation of
the RAF as a separate branch of UK Forces, much to the displeasure of Army and
Royal Navy top brass. John will describe how inter service rivalry nearly doomed
the fledgling RAF after its formation on 1 April 1918 during its first ten years as
the Army and RN tried to take back control of elements of the service.
The last of our Spring meetings is on Tuesday 21st April. Dave Seeney is back to
talk to us again about the 1916 Easter Uprising in Dublin. On this occasion he will
focus on the remarkable women, from both sides who played important and
prominent roles in the conflict.
All three meetings take place at The Crown Inn in Dilwyn. We
recommend you arrive a few minutes before 7.30pm to get your order in and
find a seat. Meetings end at 9.00pm. Everyone is welcome. You don't have to
be a member, nor is it obligatory for you to join. There is no charge for visitors.
David Fowler
Secretary, RBL
Dilwyn
 01981 541058
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The Village Hall
Saturday 5th September
2020
2.00 – 4.30 pm
Prizes will be awarded at 4.00 pm

£1 admission charge for adults
Children free
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Section A
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

A chocolate cake (see recipe on entry form)
A jar of homemade jam
A jar of homemade marmalade
A jar of homemade chutney
6 cookies (same type, please specify)
3 jam tarts (same type- please specify)
A loaf of bread (any type- please specify) men
A loaf of bread (any type- please specify) women

Section B
9
10
11

COOKERY

DRINKS

A flavoured gin
A flavoured spirit
A non-alcoholic drink

Section C
FLORAL ART
No artificial fruit or flowers.
12
13
14

A harvest swag
Time for Tea
5 flower heads floating in water

Section D
15
16
17
18

A bird (any size, any material e.g. wood, pottery, fabric, paper)
A glass bowl
A placemet (any material)
Time for Tea (1 piece of craft, any medium)

Section E
19
20
21
22
23

CRAFT

HORTICULTURE- Division 1

A single yellow rose (Megan Lloyd Trophy)
Roses (3 stems, any variety)
Garden flowers (3 stems, any variety)
Sweet peas (5 stems, any colour)
Free choice (a single flower head)
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HORTICULTURE - Division 2
24
25
26
27
28
29

3 cooking apples (Leslie Evans prize)
3 tomatoes
A display of garden fruits (any size)
A display of garden produce (any size)
A hand-tied bunch of fresh herbs (may be displayed in a jug)
Free choice (1 item of produce)

Section F
PHOTOGRAPHY
Maximum 7” x 5” mounted (size including mount not more than 9” x 7”)
30
31
32
33

An Eardisland building
Water
A black and white photograph
Time for Tea

Section G
ART
Pictures may be mounted but not glazed. Stretched canvases are
acceptable
34
35
36

A painted pebble
A rural scene
Time for Tea (1 piece of art, any medium)

Section H
37
38
39
40

JUST FOR A LAUGH…
(entries free and open to all ages)

How many different items can you fit in a small matchbox?
(please attach list of items)
Limerick beginning, “In Eardisland it was time for tea…
Heaviest potatoes- 16 and over
Heaviest potatoes- under 16s

(Potato classes sponsored by Eardisland in Bloom. Seed potatoes and
details of how to enter will be in the Village Shop).
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Section I

CHILDREN

Children of 16 and over are encouraged to enter the adult categories.
Please put your age on the Entry Form so that it may be taken into
consideration by the judges.
Children under 5
41
42
43
44

Decorate a wooden spoon
A glass decoration
A painted pebble
A decorated biscuit

Children 5-10
45
46
47
48

A greetings card
A glass decoration
A painted pebble
3 jam tarts

Children 11-15
49
50
51
52

A greetings card
A glass decoration
A black and white photograph
A Victoria sponge

See Entry Form for details of how to enter
Entry Forms available from the Village Shop, Parish Magazine or Parish
Website from July.
Entries cost 40p per item for adults. Children may enter free of charge in
the Children's Sections but fee payable in adult section.
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WILDFLOWER AREA
The Parish Council recently gave
the go ahead for a wildflower area
to be started under the trees at the
far end of the Recreation Ground.
This may take several years to
establish, and it is hoped will
benefit wildlife, reduce the amount
of mowing and enhance the look of
the area.
The first stage of this was
carried out at the beginning of
December with the area being cut and sprayed to remove existing grass. Several
weeks later two mixes of seeds were sown which are designed to work well in
the shady and sunny areas of the space. These require a cold spell over the
Winter before germinating in the Spring, so the area will look a bit bleak until
March!
The shady mix contains these wildflowers: Agrimony, Angelica Betony,
Betonica officinalis, Birds-foot-trefoil, Bluebell, Common Spotted Orchid, Devil'sbit Scabious, Early Purple Orchid, Foxglove, Garlic Mustard, Hairy St. John's Wort,
Hedge Bedstraw, Hedge Woundwort, Herb Robert, Meadowsweet, Nettle-leaved
Bellflower, Primrose, Wild Garlic, Red Campion, Selfheal, Upright Hedge-parsley,
Wood Avens, Wood Sage; and these grasses: Common Bent , Agrostis capillaris
Crested Dog's-tail, Red Fescue, Sheep's Fescue, Slender Creeping Red Fescue,
Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass, Sweet Vernal Grass, Tufted Hairgrass, Wood
Meadow Grass.
The sunny mix contains these wildflowers: Betony, Birds-foot-trefoil,
Bulbous Buttercup, Cat's-ear, Common Knapweed, Common Sorrel, Common
Spotted Orchid, Corn Chamomile, Corn Marigold, Corncockle, Cornflower,
Cowslip, Dark Mullein, Devil's-bit Scabious, Field Scabious, Greater Knapweed,
Hoary Plantain, Lady's Bedstraw, Meadow Buttercup, Meadow Cranesbill,
Meadow Vetchling, Musk Mallow, Oxeye Daisy, Red Campion, Red Poppy, Rough
Hawkbit, Selfheal, Small Scabious, Toadflax, Tufted Vetch, Viper's Bugloss, Wild
Carrot, Wild Red Clover, Yarrow, Yellow Rattle; and these grasses: Crested Dog’stail, Slender Creeping Red Fescue, Common Bent, Smaller Cat’s-tail.
The existing paths will be kept mown to allow access through and
around the area, with the rest allowed to grow long until it is cut once in late
Summer.
Thanks to the E-Team for covering the cost of the seeds.
Ben Woodcock
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TREE WARDEN NEWS
Where have all the swallows gone? How hedges can help
Have you noticed that we no longer get insects on our windscreens or moths and
other insects flying into the house on summer nights? Could this decline in
insects be one of the main factors contributing to our loss of birdlife?
As a habitat hedges are incredible for wildlife, accommodating
woodland species, scrub species and even some that prefer more open areas.
Trees are a vital component of this vital hedgerow habitat and are particularly
valuable as they are what are called ‘open-grown’ trees. Growing up with space,
and importantly light, on all sides enables a tree to grow into a full crowned tree.
Open-grown trees live longer than their woodland grown counterparts giving
more complex, rare and valuable habitats teeming with life.
To maintain this habitat a hedge needs management, and there’s a
balance to be struck. Too much management, in the form of excessive trimming,
leads to a strip of short, sad bushes producing no blossom or berries and with
ever-increasing gaps; too little ends up with a line of trees which will have lost
the shrubby dense undergrowth so valuable to hedgehogs, other small mammals
and many nesting birds. Open hedges tend to attract magpies, crows, pigeons
and squirrels - often to the detriment of rarer farmland bird species. Although
cutting is necessary to keep a hedge thick, if it is cut back to the same point every
year it will produce few flowers or berries. The ideal is a dense mixed hedge
offering plenty of shelter and food.
Hedgerows also deliver many other environmental benefits, especially
when in good condition and with plenty of trees. They help reduce pollution and
store carbon both above and below ground, they reduce flooding by increasing
the speed at which water is absorbed into the soil, and by channelling water
deeper into the soil profile with their deep roots they increase the amount of
water our soils can absorb. Thus, they slow flood waters and can reduce the
amount of silt and fertilizer washed into our waterways.
Our hedgerow trees have had a hard time in recent decades. We have
lost trees to diseases, to hedge removal and to changes in management.
Unfortunately, replacement planting hasn’t been able to keep up.
This article is a plea for help as, even in our rich area, there has been an
incredibly fast decline in certain bird species in recent years. Of the previously
common species round our house and field: first we lost the house martins and
greenfinches, then the cuckoo and then, saddest of all to me, the swallows
disappeared. This loss is in addition to that of many others such as
yellowhammers, skylarks, lapwings, partridges etc which once plentiful long ago
became much rarer.
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Of the habitats important for insects, and hence birds, we have lost 97% of our
wildflower meadows since the war and a lot of our wetland, both trends difficult
to reverse. But there is hope in improving our hedges which shelter the various
stages of insect life throughout the year and can provide both insects and berries
for birds to eat.
What can we do?
I am definitely no expert, but this is what we are trying:
Firstly, just allowing hedges to grow slightly taller will help. We are
gradually increasing the height of our hedges by about 6 - 12 inches per year and
are still keeping the tops and sides trimmed. Ideally, we would eventually like to
cut every 2 or 3 years in rotation alternating cut and uncut sections. Another
possibility is to cut just one side or the top each year. There are arguments that
some hedge cutting machinery has problems with the thicker growth – I don’t
know the ins and outs of this yet but hope that it is not an insurmountable
problem.
If anyone would like help with planting, choosing suitable species to
plant etc. please give me a call ( 01544 388840). If you buy trees as whips, it’s
important to avoid imported trees which, while sometimes sold at cheaper
prices, may carry or spread diseases. I can advise you on where to buy at very
reasonable prices for example 2-3ft hawthorn whips 30p each, many other
species at around 70p each; holly is more expensive but is a very good hedging
plant, forming compact dense bushes that give excellent protection during the
winter.
Forming a Tree and Hedge Planting Group. Could You Help?
I am very keen to encourage others in their planting, but what if you don’t have
the space for new trees and hedging yourself? Would you be willing to help me
in the planting and the aftercare either on our field or elsewhere if we get more
requests for help? There is no need to commit to anything regular but I would
like to build up a small group who could occasionally join in with projects. As a
first step you would be very welcome to visit to see what we have done on our
relatively small patch (7 acres). We have planted new hedges and woodland, dug
ponds and started the process of creating a wildflower meadow.
Further Information. There is plenty on the internet eg. Hedgelink, CPRE
hedging, Woodland Trust.
To read: “Wilding” by Isabella Tree - a wonderful book crammed with fascinating
information.
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Upcoming Event: We have been very lucky to get Jon Stokes of the Tree Council
to give a talk in the Village Hall, probably late March or early April. He is an
inspiring and very knowledgeable speaker. Please watch out for details in the
next parish magazine.
Disease Resistant Elms: Elms which are resistant to Dutch Elm disease have been
developed. Several Herefordshire Tree Wardens, led by Tony Norman, have
been working on a plan to make these trees available for planting. The different
varieties, described below, have very good resistance and will grow with a similar
form to the trees of yesteryear. These are best planted in hedgerows or in
positions where they can become features in our landscape.
Elm Tree Offer: European White Elm £10 (Plant anywhere especially wet or
waterlogged sites)
Lutece:
Wingham:
Fiorente:
Ademuz:

£10 (plant in good or heavy soils – needs staking to start)
£12 (plant in good soils)
£12 (plant in good soils)
£12 (plant in good or heavy soils)

All prices subject to additional VAT. Each tree will come with a free used 1.2
metre Tubex Guard. Trees can be picked up from Leenfields, Pembridge HR6
9HN. If you are interested in purchasing any of these please contact Tony
Norman (tony@theleen.co.uk) or me (Di 01544 388 840) . Further information:
http://www.resistantelms.co.uk

EARDISLAND IN BLOOM
The E Team is currently taking its usual winter break but expect to be back the
first Thursday in March. Meanwhile we have a few dates for your diary;
Saturday 4th April – Litter Pick – Meet outside the shop at 10am. Grabbers, black
sacks, gloves and reflective jackets will all be provided. With thanks to Ben
Woodcock for arranging and collecting the necessary equipment.
Saturday 2nd May – Plant Sale - A little earlier in the month than normal due to
the VE anniversary and the twinning trip to France.
Saturday 10th October – Craft & Produce Fair.
Phil Milchard
Chris Watson
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FIELDS IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND WITH UNUSUAL NAMES
The Tithe Commutation Act 1836 established a procedure whereby historic
tithes could be converted to money payments. This required the drawing of an
accurate map showing all the land in the parish. The maps assigned each parcel
of land and buildings, a number. Each map was accompanied by a schedule which
showed the owners, occupiers and a description of the land with field names
used at that time. Most of the surveying and mapping was carried out by 1841.
The Eardisland maps were completed between 1842-44. Three copies of these
maps and schedules were prepared: one copy was held centrally by the Tithe
Commissioners, one locally in the parish church and one in the diocesan registry.
There are now 2 known copies of the map existing which are held in Hereford
Archive Record Centre (HARC). The third copy was held in the parish church in
Eardisland until 1927. There is a ‘safe custody receipt’ amongst church papers
given by a firm of solicitors in Leominster (who are still based there) to whom it
was entrusted, dated 13th October 1927. Unfortunately, when they were
contacted recently to ask for it to be returned to the church, they said they could
not locate it and had no record as to where it had gone!
Historians suggest that the map provides the basis of possible research
projects: for example, there are some fields with unusual names in our parish
which may have significance. We have ‘Golden Valley’ near Burton Court; the
Golden Cross not far away; Golden Law near Rhydimoor and a pub once named
‘The Golden Cross’ (now just ‘The Cross’). The Eardisland History & Heritage
Group has undertaken some research into parish field names in a general way:
noting those with likely family names, (eg: Jacobs Close), those relating to crops
grown (eg: Hop Field) or some agricultural activity (eg: Weighing House
Meadow). We also have two fields named (in 1842) ‘Seven Swords’ and ‘Seven
Handles’. We noted, for example, an unusual configuration of fields in Lower
Hardwick, bounded by a road forming a circular shape. This contained within it
some fields with some unusual names, including ‘Caster Meadow’; ‘Butts’ and
‘Wall Croft’. (Caster may derive from the Latin Castra, a military defensive
position, Castor meaning Beaver or Castor, a plant from which castor oil is
derived). The field named ‘Butts’ is also particularly intriguing.
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Caster Meadow

From: Tithe Map (1842)
The word Butt may be derived from the Anglo-French word 'bouter' meaning to
expel, or the Old French word "but" which is a verb meaning ‘aim’, ‘goal’ or
‘target’. During the medieval period of the Middle Ages there were areas
designated for archery training. An Archery Law was passed in 1252 when all
Englishmen between the ages of 15 to 60 years old were ordered, by law, to
equip themselves with a bow and arrows.
Skill in the use of medieval weapons and understanding the strategy of
mediaeval warfare was necessary and a played a vital part in mediaeval life. The
training required by archers at the Butts was the ability to draw weight up to 120
pounds using a long bow. A trained archer was expected to shoot 12 to 15 arrows
per minute; he was expected to hit a target at a minimum of 200 yards with an
ordinary bow
Such skill in using the mediaeval longbow had to be acquired over many years
with regular practice every Sunday. Special places were assigned for the archery
training known as the Butts. These were usually located on the margins of
villages or towns on common land. King Henry I later proclaimed that an archer
would be absolved of murder, if he killed a man during archery practice!
The question arises was the field known as Butts in Lower Hardwick once the
area designated for long bow practice? It was conveniently isolated from much
habitation and so apparently safe for such use. They were situated on a flat area
of land, up to 200m long. (Although for target practice they may only require
50yards). However, there may be an alternative explanation for the field name
‘Butts’. When discussing the question with a local farmer, he made the point that
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the name may derive from land having minimal use and is derived from being
made up of ‘Bits and Pieces’. Such areas may have been referred to as ‘The Butts
field’ when recorded by the surveyor in 1841. The map makers would have
recorded names as they heard them, hence odd spellings in some cases.
Oliver Rackham, ‘The History of the Countryside’ (p165) explains how
triangular bits of land were called ‘gores and butts’ and were divided into short
or tapering ‘selions’. A selion is a mediaeval open strip of land or small field used
for growing crops, usually owned by or rented to peasants. A selion of land was
typically one furlong. He says, each year an approximate third of the land — one
field or the two smaller fields — lay fallow and the remainder was sown. Dozens
of landowners had lands scattered in strips. A strip might be a single selion, or
two or three, or occasionally a block of up to forty selions. One-tenth of the crop
on each strip was due as tithe to the tithe-owner. Between and sometimes
through the furlongs there ran roads and paths. About one boundary in four
between selions was marked by a ‘baulk’, a narrow uncultivated strip. Many
selions could be reached only across somebody else’s land, and on some it was
necessary to trespass in order to turn the plough. Again, this analysis adds
weight to the idea that there were parcels of land which were made up of ‘bits
and pieces’ where the plough was turned rather than it having useful agricultural
value.
A question arises: Why were there not more fields known as ‘Butts’ in the
parish of Eardisland insofaras there are other good examples of triangular shaped
fields which had an area difficult to plough or make good use of and to which the
name ‘Butts’ could apply: For example Dicken Croft and Brandett Field in Lower
Burton (as seen in the extract from the Tithe map 1842).
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The question as to whether the field known as Butts in Lower Hardwick was the
place for Long Bow practice or whether it is a field made up of ‘bits and pices’
remains unresolved. But it is odd that there is only one field named Butts in this
parish.
Paul Selfe
A RAMBLE THROUGH TIME IN THE PARISH OF EARDISLAND
Our last ramble was using paths that it was hoped might lead us to
discover why Queen Mary I (1553-1558) had once held Eardisland, as was later
detailed in a lease in 1576.
We followed several signposts which ranged in date from 1042 to 1994.
These were not encountered in chronological order. It is hoped that not too
many ramblers were lost along the way.
And so to continue in our aim we revisit 1230 remembering that
Eardisland had just been granted to William Marshall whilst the de Braose
succession was sorted out viz. which of the four daughters was to inherit which
of the very extensive de Braose lands.
Eardisland having, during the de Braose era, long been a part of the
Barony of Radnor, devolved to Maud de Braose , and through her to the
Mortimer family:
(Maud) …was betrothed to Roger son of Ralph (ii) de Mortimer of
Wigmore. Roger too was an infant and did not reach his majority until 1247, at
which time he inherited the barony of Radnor through his wife.
The years when Eardisland was variously held by the Mortimer family
include some very interesting sidetracks and not a few, probably unanswerable,
queries. But this is not the place for them; our chosen path is to clarify why
Queen Mary I was holding Eardisland in 1576.
The Mortimer years had finished by 1433 when Heynton and Earslane in
Herefordshire had become two of the two hundred manors possessed by Richard,
Duke of York; these two in particular via his mother Anne, Mortimer heiress.
Richard was executed without trial immediately after the Battle of Wakefield in
1460 but then in 1461 his son became King Edward IV, Eardisland and Hinton
thus again becoming direct possessions of the Crown.
Both manors stayed possessed by the Crown and administered by
Bailiffs for the Crown. There is no record of any local involvement of royal
persons. The bailiff’s accounts for 1533-1535 indicate that the manors of Hinton
and of Eardisland belonged to Catherine of Aragon, dowager of Arthur, late
Prince of wales. This is the last reference to direct royal involvement with the
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manor of Hinton, but Eardisland continued to be held by the Crown, by 1553 in
the person of Mary Tudor.
Having thus reached our stated objective, discussion ensued as to in
what direction, and in what year, we should next ramble.
It was decided that it was appropriate, having just travelled 120 years
quite quickly, to jump forward a further 120 years to 1673 and to see in what
state the church building was following the religious turmoil of the Tudor period
and the many years since then. Our Tardis Clock proved to be faulty and we
found ourselves in 1685, not the planned 1673.
When the mists of time cleared, we found that we were close to the
church tower but that it looked significantly different to what we were
accustomed to seeing. We were fortunate to meet a gentleman who introduced
himself as Thomas Dingley from Dilwyn, who told us that he had recently made a
drawing of the church. He provided us with a copy and agreed that we could use
it in any way we liked:

A short stroll along the south side of the church showed the chancel as
we knew it, but we noticed a dormer window in the roof, and also noticed that
the roof line of the porch was significantly lower than we were accustomed to
seeing. Both of these features were apparent in Dingley’s drawing.
Some of us wanted to go into the church to see the monuments which
Dingley had suggested he had drawn there, but others were cautious, mindful
that our Tardis Clock had recently proved unreliable.
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It was decided that we should return to our own time; late January
2020, and the place from which we had set out the previous Autumn; opposite
Court House Farm near the Dovecote.
Our Tardis Clock did indeed again prove unreliable and, after an
unsettling few moments, we found ourselves in the same place as before, near
the church tower, but in Spring 1920, not 2020 as we had planned.
To be continued . . .
George Alderson
gwawestwayes@btinternet.com

EARDISLAND WEATHER REPORT
The weather for November in Eardisland continued on a path of more rain with
flooding in places. A total of 145mm (5.71 inches) fell with the river rising to 65
inches on the 14th of November. Temperatures ranged from 5 to 15 degrees C
with barometer readings from 28.68 to 30.12.
The rain eased slightly in December with a total rainfall of 119 mm (4.68
inches) still causing some degree of flooding. Storm Atiyah passed on the 8 th of
December leaving 14mm of rain and the river rose from 18 inches to 58 inches
during the month. Temperatures ranged from 2 to 11 degrees C and barometer
pressures ranged from 28.68 to 30.18.
The equivalent rainfall in November 2018 was 68 mm (29.26 inches) and
December 2018 was 129 mm (5.04 inches). Total rainfall for 2018 was 858 mm
(33.8 inches) and for 2019 was 1066 mm (42 inches).
Nature-wise, it was a treat to see an otter going down stream carrying a
small baby otter on its back, having not seen one all year.
Doug Tantrum reporting from Kingfisher House
PLANT FAIR
Growing support for your Hospice. With roots now firmly
established, the St Michael's Plant Fair will return to the
Hospice grounds on 1st and 2nd May 2020.
To help with this horticultural fundraiser, we need
supporters to grow and donate plants so that we can
continue providing the best possible care for people living with a terminal illness.
If you can help, please call Gaynor on 01432 852630 or email her at:
gwarren@smhospicehereford.org and let her know you would like to grow half a
dozen plants and make arrangements to deliver them ready for sale at the Fair.
We would also like to hear from supporters who would like to spare a few hours
to sell plants at the Fair on 1st and 2nd May 2020.
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The St Michael’s Hospice Plant Fair takes place on Friday and Saturday 1 st – 2nd
May 2020.
SOCIAL GROUPS
Social groups are meeting around Herefordshire allowing those who have been
bereaved to spend time in each other’s company.
The ‘Friends’ groups meet in five locations; Hereford, Bromyard,
Ledbury, Leominster and Ross.
Each group offers an informal setting such as a cafe in which people can
relax, share experiences and make new friends over coffee. The groups meet
each month. For specific dates visit www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/hospicecare/friends or call Sarah on 01432 852627.
For those who want to be out in the fresh air, Striders & Strollers allows
you to stretch your legs while spending a leisurely hour or two exploring
Herefordshire’s beautiful countryside.
Striders and Strollers meets monthly at Queenswood Country Park
between Hereford and Leominster. For more details, phone Shirley on 01432
852650.
FLOOD WARNING
At the shop end of the bridge over the River Arrow, on Arrow Lawn’s grass, there
is a small green box, connected to a gauge in the river. This is powered by a solar
panel on top of the box. Readings of the river’s height are available by going to:
https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/station/2195.
The page gives a useful graph showing the river level. Perhaps of more
value is to go down the page and look for ‘View Nearby Measuring Stations’,
thence to ‘Titley’, this is the next upstream station. By comparing the two graphs
you can see if a water surge is on its way to Eardisland.
Of course, this information does not tell you if your property will flood,
but it’s an excellent way of seeing what the river is doing and likely to do in the
next few hours.
If the river is running high, it may be worth seeing what the water is
doing near your house and comparing it with the height of the river from the
website given above.
Chris Bivand
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IT WAS 20 YEARS AGO TODAY . . .
It’s always a fascination to read the early copies of the Eardisland Parish News (as
it was known). These two pages are from January 2000.
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